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WORDS that WORK
NEED SOMEONE to help you attract new customers by 

email or mail, write blogs or e� ective ads, produce case 
studies, or brainstorm winning ideas?

Call copywriter JIM MURPHY today.

He specializes in producing measurable results for his customers.  

Meet with Jim with no obligation … and see what he’s done in his 
marketing career for successful U.S. companies.

Mention you saw this ad in QVNA Magazine and get a copy of his 
4-Page Marketing Analysis and Assessment — absolutely FREE!

ACT NOW.

PHONE 610-506-3024 | EMAIL murfman1@comcast.net | WEBSITE www.remarkableroi.com

Jim regularly contributes 
to QVNA Magazine

ST. PETER’S SCHOOL
PRESCHOOL (3 YEARS OLD) THROUGH EIGHTH GRADE

INDEPENDENT
NON-SECTARIAN
COEDUCATIONAL

VISIT US!
319 Lombard Street,  Philadelphia, PA 19147 215.925.3963   | st-peters-school.org



c.  215.983.1414    |    o. 215.625.3650    |    ashelanski@spaceandcompany.com 
amy.searchphillylistings.com    |    2200 Walnut Street, Phila, PA 19103

Amy Shelanski, LOCALLY SOURCED REALTOR®

Invested in, living in, and working for Queen Village and Greater Philadelphia. 
Linking clients to their homes, their communities and to their neighbors.

I feel your pain! I just moved within Queen Village and both the home that I sold and the home that I 
bought never made it onto the market. 

Take advantage of one of the hottest real estate markets in the nation, and do it with an agent who 
knows the neighborhood and what you’re going through. Waking up in your new home will be 
absolutely worth it — once you’ve unpacked!

Packing and Unpacking aren’t fun...
but that new home feeling is worth it!
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SHARING QUEEN VILLAGE TRADITIONS
Evelyn Williamson speaks with Fabric Row and Courtyard neighbors about 
their meaningful retail and charitable traditions.

CAROLINE R. LE COUNT: PHILADELPHIA CIVIL RIGHTS PIONEER
Terry Buckalew writes about Caroline Le Count, a remarkable woman 
historians hail as the “Rosa Parks of Philadelphia.”

FINDING A COMMUNITY OF PARENTS
Katie Lockwood shares some local resources and ideas for parents looking to 
connect with other families.

THE LEGEND OF SHOT TOWER’S “GREEN LADY”
Marge Schernecke tells the tale of the Green Lady, who is rumored to live in 
the Shot Tower and protect those who enjoy the facility.

THE SPIRIT OF ST. FRANCIS LIVES ON IN QUEEN VILLAGE
Amy Shelanski writes about how local institutions honor the memory of St. 
Francis by blessing our two-legged and four-legged companions.

DON’T CALL IT A SNO CONE
Lauren Leonard writes about the history and culture of water ice and the 
processes that our local eateries use to create this dessert.

WATER ICE MADE EASY
Amy Shelanski shares an easy recipe for making this Philadelphia traditional 
dessert at home, and offers tips for gourmet results.

CHRISTMASTIME ON CHRISTIAN STREET
Michael Schreiber writes about Belsnickle, a pre-cursor to Santa Claus who 
was celebrated by early residents of Queen Village.

ROCK THE BLOCK PARTY
Jonathan Grode writes about the origin of block parties, and shares stories 
from neighbors about how they honor this tradition in Queen Village.

THE HALLOWEEN HOUSE
Duncan Spencer interviews Sally Bingham about her annual spooky and scary 
Halloween Show at Sanctuary on 2nd.

ANNUAL EVENTS AND FESTIVALS
Amy Grant writes about large-scale annual festivals and events that have 
become neighborhood traditions.

WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE QUEEN VILLAGE TRADITION?
We asked neighbors to share their favorite official and unofficial neighborhood 
traditions, and the results are informative and inspirational.

JUST FOR KIDS
Hilary Young shares her favorite local venues that offer indoor activities 
geared toward kids.

THE GRAND BATTERY
Jim Murphy looks back at the building of the Grand Battery … and Ben 
Franklin's first foray into politics.

ANNUAL TRADITIONS
Piers Marchant writes about films that have earned places among traditional 
holiday festivities, and suggests ideas for forming new cinematic traditions.
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A welcoming & diverse  
Jewish community. 

A Reconstructionist Rabbi. 
A Conservative liturgy. 

 
SHS embraces a   

unique approach to  
worship & spirituality  

through  
prayer, music & song. 

 
 
 
 

 
Society Hill Synagogue  

418 Spruce Street  
 

(215) 922-6590    

bettyv@societyhillsynagogue.org    

Unusual
Unassuming
Unforgettable  

Come and see what the  
excitement is about. 

A welcoming & diverse  
Jewish community. 

A Reconstructionist Rabbi. 
A Conservative liturgy. 
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worship & spirituality  

through  
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Society Hill Synagogue  

418 Spruce Street  
 

(215) 922-6590    

bettyv@societyhillsynagogue.org    
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Unassuming
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Come and see what the  
excitement is about. 



FRIENDS SELECT
The Center City Quaker School

PreK - 12
The Center City Quaker School

PreK - 12

We Have Classrooms EverywhereWe Have Classrooms Everywhere

.

After 10 weeks of training, 
middle school student 
docents tour their peers
through a Pennsylvania
Academy of Fine Arts 
exhibit.

Come to an
Open House

Your Home will Sell: 
For More Money,  

Faster and With Less Hassle!  
Hundreds of satisfied clients can’t be wrong! 

“Your Home May Already Be Sold!” 

Call Larry @ 1-844-501-3748,  Ext: 6001 
 ...and Start Packing! 

www.LarryLevinHasTheBuyers.com 
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P A G E 6 S O C I E T Y H I L L Reporter

215. 886. 6111 | Oreland, Pa
215. 725. 3637 | Philadelphia, Pa
215. 572. 6937 | Fax
www.libertytreecare.com

Mike Duffy
Certified Arborist
PD-1766A
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Terry Buckalew 
Terry Buckalew is a local historian who has conducted extensive research on 
the Bethel Burying Ground.  He can be reached for questions or comments at 
tebuckalew@gmail.com or bethelburyinggroundproject.com.

Amy Grant 
Amy Grant is a web developer and graphic designer.  She currently serves on 
the Historic Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Preservation Corporation. You can read 
her history stories at www.southwarkhistory.org.

Jonathan Grode 
Jonathan Grode is a proud member of the community, along with his wife, 
Jayne, and daughter, Olivia. He is the Managing Partner of Green and Spiegel 
(an Immigration Law Firm in Center City) and adjunct professor of law at 
Temple University. 

Lauren Leonard  
Lauren Leonard is the former President of QVNA. She works in real 
estate development and has written locally for the Passyunk Post and the 
Philadelphia Inquirer. Like Jo March, she aspires to live by her pen (keyboard). 

Katie Lockwood  
Katie Lockwood is a pediatrician and blogger who resides in Queen Village 
with her husband and two children. All opinions are her own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia. 

Piers Marchant  
Piers Marchant is a film critic and writer based in Philly.  Find more 
confounding amusements and diversions at his blog, sweetsmellosuccess.
tumblr.com, or read his further 142-character rants and ravings at @
kafkaesque83.

Jim Murphy  
Jim Murphy is a freelance copywriter who focuses on Philadelphia history. He 
also writes a consumers' blog for Old Pine Community Center. 

Marge Schernecke 
Marge Schernecke is a community organizer and leader in Queen Village, 
whose family has lived in the area for five generations.

Michael Schreiber  
Michael Schreiber is the author of the recently published book, ”Unsinkable 
Patriot: The Life and Times of Thomas Cave in Revolutionary America.”  You 
can learn more about his research at philahistory.org.

Amy Shelanski 
Amy Shelanski is a real estate agent who has resided in Queen Village for 
over a decade. She previously served on QVNA's Board of Directors and is 
currently on the Zoning and Communications Committees.  

Duncan Spencer 
Duncan Spencer serves as QVNA’s Vice President and as the Chair of the 
Friends of Weccacoe.  He has lived in Queen Village since 1992 and works in 
the film industry as a set builder and is a residential and business landlord on 
Fabric Row.

Hilary Young 
Hilary Young is a Queen Village mom and owner of Hilary Young Creative, a 
content and marketing service for small businesses.

Evelyn Williamson 
Evelyn Williamson serves as the Executive Assistant of QVNA.  She is a 
professional grassroots political organizer and community development 
consultant. 

On the cover: This doll dressed up as a mummer reminds us of our favorite 
holiday traditions in Queen Village.  

All opinions are of individual authors and do not necessarily reflect those of 
Queen Village Neighbors Association.

Contributors
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To view all Center City properties  
visit our website: plumerre.com
Residential, Commercial & Investment Real Estate

226 South Street, Philadelphia | info@plumerre.com | 215 922 4200

A trusted name in Philadelphia  
Real Estate for over 90 years

Plumer Ad 4.75x4.625.indd   1 8/26/14   8:19 AM
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As a newcomer to Pennsylvania, I make a daily commute to Queen 
Village, Philadelphia’s first suburb. My destination: a non-profit 
community organization whose residents deal with problems of 
urban gentrification. And each day, I delight in seeing the many 
faces that make up this historical melting pot – whose name has 
changed over the years from Wiccaco to Southwark to Queen 
Village. I’m also reminded that many traditions have been born, 
celebrated and died here.  Like the many patterns along historic 
Fabric Row, these traditions are woven into who we are. And as a 
proud citizen of the world and a woman of color, I view my traditional 
experiences from a diverse-heritage vantage point. I like to ask, 
how are traditions formed? Better yet, what makes traditions last 
through many generations? I was curious to see what some traditions 
of long-time Queen Village residents of color are. 

Here is what I learned; walking down fabulous Fabric Row, a window 
display catches my eye. I stop in and chat with the long-time, family 
operated business owner of Baldwin Fashion Institute. Owner 
Larnell Baldwin says with a huge smile “Each season brings a new 
generation with their individual sense of tailoring style.” Baldwin 
kindly shares the story of generational family fashion and tradition, 
where patrons continue to have custom prom, wedding, and cotillion 
wear designed in his shop. He concludes our conversation with a 

wink and a nod, “The more things change, the more they remain 
the same, and quality tailored fashion never goes out of style.” 

As I stroll through this quaint very old community of South 
Philadelphia, I’m humbled by the time-honored tradition of “each 
one touch one”  that’s alive and well in the Courtyard Apartments, 
formerly known as Southwark Plaza. For 54 years, families have 
come, gone and still remain in Courtyard. Feeding the hungry is a 
long-honored community tradition for these residents. In past years, 
there has been a turkey drive, where each resident at Courtyard 
received a turkey. The Delores Y. Green Christmas traditional toy 
drives carry on through her daughter Inez, who still lives and remains 
active in the community.

Black History is not just celebrated at Courtyard in February; it serves 
as a daily source of food-for-the-soul through multi-cultural education 
and entertainment. I look forward to sharing and celebrating this 
community's culture – with traditions steeped in controversial 
history and change. No matter what traditions you have grown up 
with or developed in the course of your life, respecting and being 
open to sharing traditions and history of others can only expand 
and broaden your horizon. This can only unite us as a community, 
city, state, nation and world.

Sharing Queen Village Traditions
BY EVELYN WILLIAMSON



Companionship
Homemaking

Medication Reminders
Meal Preparation 

Personal Care
Trained & Insured

Background Checked

(267) 499-4700
www.synergyhomecare.com

Call for your FREE 
Care Assessment!

Serving Our 
Queen Village

 Neighbors

Searching For A Good Plumbing, 
Heating & Air Conditioning Company

Great

  
 

www.calljg.com • 215-383-2957

REASONS TO CALL US FOR ALL YOUR 
PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING SERVICE

Winner 
2009-2015

Members of Queen Village Neighbors Association: 
Take $55. off any plumbing, heating or A/C repair, and $333. off 

any heating and A/C installation.

1.REPAIR GUARANTEE If a repair fails during the first year, we will repair it again for FREE
2. JOB DONE RIGHT  We will fix it right the first time Or You Don’t Pay
3. NO SURPRISES GUARANTEE  We will give you a price up-front before starting the work.  
   Once we start the job the price will not  change, even if it’s more work than we anticipated.
4. FAIR PRICE GUARANTEE No need to shop around. Our pricing is from our Flat Rate
   Book. If ever in doubt, always ask your contractor to show you their  flat rate book to show
   how they arrived at the price. 
5. SECURITY GUARANTEE  Our technicians are background checked, drug tested, 
    uniformed and wear company identification so you never worry about who is in your home

 

 
 

  St. PhiliP Neri PariSh 
www.QUEENVILLAGECATHOLIC.COM 

 Sunday, December 10  
6:00 p.m.  

St. Philip Neri Church 

 Sunday, December 3  
12 noon   -   4:00 p.m. 
St. Stanislaus Church 
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BY TERRY BUCKALEW

Caroline R. Le Count: Philadelphia Civil Rights Pioneer

On Sept. 26, the inspiring memorial statue of 
slain civil rights leader and educator Octavius 
V. Catto was unveiled on the southwest edge 
of Philadelphia’s City Hall. His commitment to 
equal rights for African Americans cost him his 
life on Oct. 10, 1871 as he went to 9th and South 
Streets to exercise his new right to vote. His life 
has been examined in both book and film. What 
is far less known is that he was engaged to be 
married to a remarkable woman – Caroline 
Rebecca Le Count.                                                                                                                                       

Ms. Le Count, “Carrie” to family and friends, 
was born in Philadelphia on Feb. 10, 1846. She 
was the granddaughter of free blacks, whose 
fraternal family tree sprouted from the state 
of Delaware and the “Moors.” The “Moors of 
Delaware” are a group of interrelated white, 
Native American and African families with 
origins on the Delmarva Peninsula of Delaware.

She graduated summa cum laude from 
the renowned Institute for Colored Youths 
(now Cheney State University) in 1863. She 
was proficient in Latin and Greek and was 
considered a math scholar. Ms. LeCount was a 
heralded musician, singer, orator and debater. 
She was accepted to attend Pennsylvania 
Medical College, which she did for two years 

(1863 and 1864) before turning to teaching. 
During the Civil War, she took leadership roles 
in establishing Red Cross-type canteens for 
black soldiers, who were denied service at the 
all-white centers. She also was co-founder of 
The Ladies Union Association of Philadelphia. 
The organization was formed for the purpose 
of administering to the sick and wounded 
Union black soldiers at Camp William Penn 
and Philadelphia area military hospitals. In 
addition, Ms. Le Count was a co-founder of 
the Women’s Day Nursery in Philadelphia. It 
was one of the first day care centers for the 
children of black working women.

In 1864, she became the first African American 
woman to be cer t i f ied by the Board of 
Education to teach in a public school. She 
taught at the Ohio Street School and, within a 
short period of time,  became its principal. On 
March 25, 1867, a seminal date in the African 
American community’s fight for civil rights, Ms. 
Le Count attempted to board the Lombard 
& South Street streetcar and was thrown off 
by the conductor, who shouted at her, “We 
don’t allow niggers to ride.” Undaunted, she 
went directly to Philadelphia Municipal Court, 
where she filed a lawsuit against the driver for 
violating the newly passed Pennsylvania law 

that ended the racist practice of excluding 
blacks from streetcars. Judge Allison refused 
to recognize Ms. Le Count’s case, because he 
did not have a copy of the new law, although it 
had been published in the city’s newspapers. 
Ms. Le Count left the courtroom and marched 
down Market Street to the local office of the 
Governor, where she obtained a certified copy 
of the new law. She immediately returned to 
the courtroom, whereupon Judge Allison ruled 
in Ms. Le Count’s favor. He found the driver of 
the streetcar guilty, fining him $100. From that 
moment on, the Philadelphia streetcars were 
not limited to “whites only.”   Multiple historians 
have hailed her as the most successful 
female civil rights activist of this period and 
the “Rosa Parks of Philadelphia” in the battle 
to allow African Americans access to public 
transportation. She was the vanguard when it 
came to direct non-violent confrontation with 
the civil authorities.

Tragically, on Oct. 23, 1871, she was escorted 
from her home to identify the body of her 
murdered f iancé Octavius V. Catto. The 
assassination occurred several blocks from her 
South Philadelphia home on Rodman Street. 
Her sobs of grief for the man who was the love 
of her life were echoed through the streets of 
the city and the nation.

Catto’s murder was chilling to the black leaders 
of the city, and it brought an end to militant 
behavior in 19th century Philadelphia – except 
for Ms. Le Count. In 1878, at 32 years of age, 
she was chosen to be principal of the newly 
erected all-black high school, the Octavius 
V. Catto School. She was the leading African 
American educator in one of the largest cities 
in the country. For the next 32 years, she would 
lead the school named after her murdered 
fiancé. She was the unwavering voice of the 
Philadelphia African American community, and 
despite attacks from white and black critics, 
she fought for the principle that black children 
had the right to a quality education. She retired 
soon after the Catto School was closed in 1910. 
She was its only principal. Decades later, 
testimonials from her former students hailed 
Ms. Le Count for providing them with a powerful 
role model. Ms. Le Count never married and 
there is no known photograph of her.

Ms. Le Count died on Jan. 23, 1923 at the age 
of 76 of complications from a stroke. She is 
buried next to her sister Ada Le Count at the 
Eden Memorial Cemetery in Delaware County.

“Before there was a Rosa Parks or Martin Luther King, 
there was a Caroline Le Count” - Dr. Judith Giesberg

Statue of civil rights martyr Octavius V. Catto
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BY KATIE LOCKWOOD, MD

Finding a Community of Parents

Five years ago, intending to let our 
toddler burn off energy before bed, 
we spent our evenings at Weccacoe 
Playground. It was there that we met a 
handful of other families doing the same, 
and our similarly-aged children quickly 
became friends. There were pizza 
dinners on park benches and ice cream 
cones on the playground bridge. They 
rode bikes and fought over toys. We 
blew bubbles and hit tennis balls. The 
parents discussed everything parents 
discuss: discipline, school, vacations 
and picky eaters. Our children are now 
in first grade, and although they aren’t 
all in the same school or after-school 
activities, and they spend less time at 
the playground than before, they still fall 
right back into their play together at the 
park. The parents are friends too, and 
now we spend time together at each 
other’s homes, birthday parties, and 
neighborhood block parties. We never 
knew that a trip to the playground would 
turn into our developing a community of 
friends.

Parenting can be isolating if you 
don’t find parent friends sharing your 
struggles. Making friends as an adult 
can be challenging though. Here are 
some local resources and ideas that I 
share with parents looking for their own 
version of our park friends:

Join the Queen Village/Bella 
Vista Kids Facebook group to 
share resources and get tips about 
upcoming local events.

Attend a local children’s class, 
such as Mister John’s Music, 
InMovement gymnastics or the 
Queen Village Art Center. These 
offer age-based classes where 
you can meet other parents while 
enriching your child’s day. After 
class, grab some food together or 
head to the playground.

Venture South to Lilypad, a 
playpace and family event space 
for South Philly parents, where 
you can attend play groups, take 
classes, host parties, and join 

meet-ups for like-minded parents.

Find a festival! One of the great 
things about our neighborhood is 
that there are often street parties, 
festivals, and events happening. 
There are certainly fewer of 
these in the winter, but the Winter 
Wonderland in December is one of 
my favorites. Look for future events 
at the new Bainbridge Green too.

Take a class! Moon + Arrow has 
had creative workshops, like 
macramé and block printing. 
Butcher’s Sew Shop offers adult 
classes in sewing and quilting. 
Since all of your activities shouldn’t 
involve circle time and nursery 
rhymes, find something just for 
you.

Meet other new moms at a 
breastfeeding support group 
(check out LaLeche League at 
Essene Market) or a “first friends” 
playgroup at Hall-Mercer Child & 
Parent Center.

Look for a moms meet-up, like the 
Moms Club of Center City (Meetup.
com).

School meet-ups and fundraisers 
can be a great way to meet local 
families, even before your child 
starts kindergarten. Whether 
you are in Meredith or Nebinger 
catchment, there are opportunities 
to volunteer and fundraise. 
Check out their Home & School 
Association websites.

Dive into a book club. I have met 
amazing local moms and found 
so many new restaurants with 
my book club. If you don’t have a 
club yet, go to an author reading 
at Head House Books or Brickbat 
Books, then start your own!

Work out with other parents at 
local parks. Look for Active Mom 
Fitness at Mario Lanza and yoga 
at Shot Tower.
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Many old-time residents know the Legend 
of the Green Lady Who Lived in the Shot 
Tower. But if you don’t – gather round and 
learn more about her. You may see or hear 
her near the tower someday.

First though, a little background.

Thomas Sparks designed and built the 
Shot Tower around 1808 … with the 
financial help of his friends John Bishop 
and James Clement. Originally, the shot 
produced here was for hunting. But in the 
War of 1812 and the Civil War, the shot went 
to military uses.

Growing up here and going to Shot Tower 
(aka “Shots”) as a little girl, I loved hearing 
the history of the tower.  From the time I 
was four-years old, I went to Shots with my 
cousin Patty Kane, who lived next door to 
me.  She took me to ballet and tumbling 
classes there.  I also learned basketball 
and tap dancing.  Actually, a large part 
of my growing up took place with my 
friends at Shots. I still go there often with 
my granddaughter Elizabeth.

When I was about ten, my Great Aunt Kitty, 
whose dad had passed away, moved 
back into the neighborhood. She rented 
a home on the north side of Carpenter 
Street just west of the tower. My cousins 
and I often visited Aunt Kitty to hear her 
tales of the neighborhood. That’s when I 
learned  about the Green Lady who lived 
in Shot Tower.

Now I admit there are many versions of the 
Green Lady story. But our belated local 
historian Marty Labb once confirmed to 
me that Aunt Kitty’s was probably the most 
credible.

Aunt Kitty said that around 1860, Daniel 
Bilbow moved his four sons and 13-year-
old-daughter Abigail into an area called 
“The Neck.”  This was a settlement of 
mostly Irish and Polish immigrants south 
of Queen Village.  Unfortunately, Daniel’s 
wife died on the voyage from South 
Hampton, leaving little Abbey to take her 
mother’s place at home.

Daniel began working at Shot Tower, and 

Abbey loved bringing her Dad his lunch 
and dinner there.  He worked long hours, 
producing shot for the Civil War.  All four 
of his sons enlisted and went missing, 
believed to be killed in action. Daniel 
lost all of his spirit.  Part of the Shot Tower 
property was even used as a cemetery for 
those killed in battles close to Philadelphia 
and New Jersey.  It was a terrible time.

Near the end of the war, Daniel was 
severely injured and burned in a fall.  
Abbey prayed by his side. 

Legend says he told Abbey that if anything 
should happen to him, she should take 
refuge in the tower. Why? As an orphan 
living alone, she would not be safe in the 
Neck area. Her Dad also said there was 
a hidden passage from an underground 
tunnel to a secret room at the base of the 
tower, where she could live and be safe.

I know the room. We used that room to 
change costumes for shows and recitals 
we put on in the gym. When I got older, I 
recognized the underground tunnel, too.  
My sorority used to hold meetings there, 
under the old gym building below ground.

When Abbey’s Dad died, Abbey did go 
to the tower.  She lives there today as 
the Green Lady. Rumors throughout the 
years have reported sightings.  She has 

often been called a witch. I believe she is 
a good witch, who has dedicated her spirit 
to taking care of the dead souls buried 
there … and to the generations of children, 
teens and adults at Shot Tower over these 
many years.

One last story.  When work on I -95 
began, a watch tower was built for a night 
watchman in the northeastern part of the 
playground along Front Street.  His job 
was to make sure that the construction 
materials and equipment were protected 
from theft.

The watchman often had dinner in the 
neighborhood. Returning to the tower 
one evening, he lost his balance and fell 
to his death, impaling himself on the iron 
fence along Front Street. News articles at 
the time confirmed this terrible accident.

Word on the street was that our Green 
Lady didn’t like I-95 being built in our 
neighborhood. It pushed many of her 
ancestors, families and friends out of 
the community, and severed us from our 
waterfront heritage.

I believe Abbey Bilbow is the Green Lady,  
and that she still protects children who go 
to Shot Tower … and the Friends of Shot 
Tower who maintain its tradition!

BY MARGE SCHERNECKE

The Legend of Shot Tower’s “Green Lady”

"The Green Lady at Night" by Elizabeth Schernecke
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“Absurdly delicious”
@phillynombros, Instagram

“I am so full and 
proud of it!”

Molly, Yelp

 “Would not of hurt to put 
a salad on the menu”

Joe, Facebook 

“super friendly staff”
Scott, Yelp 

“This is comfort food”
@215foodguy, Instagram

“obviously cheesy tots are 
gonna be good”

Adriane, Yelp

What people are saying... OUR PROFESSIONAL CAREGIVERS 
ARE READY TO LEND A HAND.

  
10%  

Discount for 
QVNA  

Members

Home Helpers is Philadelphia’s premier provider 
of non-medical and personal in-home care. We 
offer a full-range of elite caregiver services that 
include:

We accept private pay, Long-Term Care Insurance and PCA 
Aging Waiver.

• Mobility care & fall  
prevention

• Personal hygiene
• Light housekeeping & 

personal laundry
• Medication reminders
• Alzheimer’s/dementia care
• SafeEscort to and from  

appointments

• Meal preparation/ 
dining assistance

• Companion care to in-
clude Hospital and Long-
Term Care facility visits

• Direct Link Personal  
Response System

• And much more

Call today for a FREE no-obligation needs  
assessment and let us start lending you a hand. 
Contact Patty Grace at (267) 402-7271 or email 
pgrace@homehelpersphilly.com.

O Come Let Us Adore Him 

St. PhiliP Neri PariSh 
CHRISTMAS EVE SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24,  2017  

7:00 vigil  mass— St. Philip Neri Church 
9:00 vigil mass — St. Stanislaus Church 

www.queenvillagecatholic.com 
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On Oct. 4, the feast day of St. Francis, patron saint of animals, 
many churches around the world celebrate by inviting our 
animal friends to be blessed. Our very own Gloria Dei (Old 
Swedes’) Church, has celebrated our furry, scaled and 
feathered friends since 2006, when Joy Segal became 
the pastor. The Blessing of the Animals at Old Swedes’ has 
become a joyous day for Queen Village residents.

Regardless of your religious background. you may know a 
bit about St. Francis. He is the most popular Catholic saint in 
the world. St. Francis preached to the birds; blessed fish that 
had been caught and then released them; communicated 
with wolves, getting one famously ferocious wolf to agree 
to not harm the terrified citizens of a town; and was the first 
to use real animals in a live, Christmas Nativity scene. Thus, 

Francis is the patron saint of animals and the environment. 
Francis believed that human beings are only one of a myriad 
of creations of God and all are blessed in God’s “eyes.”

It’s likely that the first blessing of the animals happened 
like this: One warm afternoon early in his ministry, Francis 
wandered outside of Assisi and while praying alone to God 
glimpsed some birds along the path. He paused and began 
to speak to them. Soon, he began to “preach” to them about 
God’s glories and all the reasons why both humans and birds 
should be grateful. St. Francis then understood that all life is 
intrinsically connected to all of creation.

St. Francis exhibited a sensitivity to the living and organic 
things around him that sets him apart from other people 

BY AMY SHELANSKI

The Spirit of St. Francis lives on in Queen Village

Saint Francis of Assisi (Italian: San Francesco d'Assisi) was born Giovanni di Pietro di Bernardone in 1181/1182. 
This sculpture probably depicts his first blessing of the animals. 

“If you have men who will exclude any of God's creatures from the shelter of compassion 
and pity, you will have men who will deal likewise with their fellow men." - Saint Francis of Assisi



of his day and the saints who came before him. He had a 
sensitivity similar to Buddhist teachings about kindness toward 
all sentient beings.

This connection between St. Francis and animals is the single 
fact about him that most people know. He emphasized that 
creation includes more than humankind. He called all creatures 
his brothers and sisters, and he worked to link humans and 
creatures in the same relationship with God. But was Francis 
really the first person to bless the animals? It appears not. 
Judaism, long home to blessings of all kinds, may have done 
it first.

Many synagogues now have their own blessings of the 
animals’ ceremonies, and say that the idea originated in 
ancient Judaism. With an occasional reference to St. Francis 
of Assisi, the Jewish ceremony is often performed in the 
spring on the seventh day of Passover. It’s a celebration of 
the Hebrews’ and their animals’ emancipation from slavery 
in Egypt more than 3,000 years ago. The Passover exults in 
the freedom of all creatures from bondage, not just humans.

Sometimes the Jewish ceremony blessing the animals occurs 
right after the Jewish New Year, when the Torah portion 
is the story of Noah and the ark. God promised never to 
destroy the earth again — and both humans and animals 
were understandably joyful. On this occasion, animals are 
blessed, reminding humans how we share that essential 
quality with all life.

We live in a neighborhood with many pets of all kinds: 
dogs, cats, birds, turtles and more. We also live in a diverse 
neighborhood, and Old Swedes’ has welcomed all humans 
and pets to the ceremony of the Blessing of the Animals. It’s 
a wonderful time for neighbors to come together and have 

fun with each other and with our non-human companions. 
In addition to the formal blessing in the church, there has 
usually been a pet party in Riverside Hall afterwards. We 
have been fortunate that Reverend Joy began this tradition 
eleven years ago at Old Swedes’, and hope that her successor 
will continue it.

Both the Feast of St. Francis and the Passover remind humans 
to care for their pets as companions, not objects to be owned.
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"Not to hurt our humble brethren [the animals] is our first duty to them, but to stop there is not enough. 
We have a higher mission: to be of service to them whenever they require it." - Saint Francis of Assisi

The Reverend Joy Segal performs the Blessing of the 
Animals at Gloria Dei (Old Swedes') Church.

Photos of Gloria Dei (Old Swedes') Church by Joan Keen.  Photo of St. Peter's Church by 
Amanda Hall Studios.

St. Peter's Church also honors St. Francis every year 
with its own service.
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Water ice (pronounced “wooder” and 
sometimes “whudder”), is as ubiquitous to 
the city foodscape as the cheesesteak. In the 
summer months, lines for the cold treat can 
stretch down the block.

But just what is water ice? It’s not ice cream. 
It’s not yogurt. And if you know what’s good 
for you, you won’t call it a sno cone.

The origins of water ice are steeped in culinary 
mystery. One story comes from Rome, where 
emperor Nero Claudius Caesar was said to 
have sent his servants up to the mountaintops 
to chill his wine. An accidental mixing of 
saltpeter — potassium nitrate — and snow 
resulted in the quick-freezing of the wine to a 
consistency like present-day water ice.

Philadelphia’s affinity for the cold stuff can be 
traced to the Italian immigration of the 19th and 
20th centuries, when “Italian Ice” was sold from 
barrels on street corners. The family-owned 
John’s Water Ice at 7th & Christian Streets 
was opened in 1945 by the Cardullos of Sicily. 
(Exactly when Italian Ice began to be called 
“water ice” is unknown, though the name is 
specific to our region.) In 2011, while in the city 
on business, then President Obama made a 
spontaneous stop at John’s. He ordered a 
lemon and told reporters it was “outstanding.”

In addition to John’s, Philly is also known for 
Rita’s Italian Ice. Rita’s was founded in 1984 by 
Bob Tumolo, a retired Philadelphia firefighter 
living in Bensalem. By 1987 Tumolo and his 
brother had three stores in Philadelphia. Since 
franchising in 1996, the company has grown to 
more than 600 stores across the nation.  (The 
franchise system was sold in 2005.)

Though the institutions differ in their approach, 
water ice is simply made. John’s has adhered to 
the same recipe of fresh fruit, filtered water, and 
sugar—no preservatives or additives — since 
1945. They create and maintain the unique 
consistency by using a stainless-steel machine 
that shaves ice and stirs. Rita’s uses water to 
flush specialty freezing and mixing machines 
between batches of syrup and sugar-flavored 
ice.

BY LAUREN LEONARD

Don’t Call it a Sno Cone
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BY AMY SHELANSKI

Water Ice Made Easy

In Italy, everyone’s favorite water ice is coffee granita. They freeze really strong and sweet espresso, shave it into cups and top 
it with whipped cream. It’s amazing on a hot summer day!  You can try it at Fante’s in the Italian Market.

But the water ice that is traditional to Philadelphia can be found at many local establishments – from the ubiquitous Rita’s to 
the original John’s to Pops on Oregon Avenue.

But, you might want to make your own ... then you can put booze in it! It’s not hard to make water ice, even without specialized 
equipment.

First, get some ripe fruit: strawberries, raspberries, peaches, or lemons.

Wash the fruit and put it in a blender or food processor to puree.  The fruit mixture should be blended until its smooth, but 
do not liquefy.  You can add your favorite liquor to the recipe if desired.

If you want to make sweet water ice, you can add sugar to taste or create a simple syrup.  That’s one part sugar to one 
part water, and boil until the granules are dissolved – just a minute or two.  Or you can buy a pre-made simple syrup and 
flavor your recipe with it.

Add your sugar or simple syrup to the pureed fruit, put it in a shallow pan and freeze.  If you added liquor, it will take a bit 
longer to freeze, so be patient.

Once it’s frozen, you can shave the ice with a fork or spatula – that’s the hard work way. Or put it in a food processor for 
a few seconds. Voila! Water ice. 

Water ice is a very simple process – play around, experiment and have fun making it.

1

2
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In the years just before the American Revolution, the lower 
part of Southwark — what is now called Queen Village — was a 
neighborhood of scattered houses and small farms. The major 
street of the district, Christian Street, had a growing population 
of people who had emigrated from German-speaking areas of 
Europe, such as the Palatine and parts of Switzerland.

The winter season was a special time of year for the Christian 
Street neighbors. As cold weather approached, the women and 
older girls helped each other in pickling, jam-making, creating 
candles from tallow and drying herbs. The last of the root vegetables 
had to be plucked from the garden and buried under sand in the 
cellar to keep them for the lean months. The remaining apples, plums 
and pears were picked from the trees and stewed for sauces. Corn 
was dried or ground into meal. The men brought in freshly caught 
fish or game from the meadows and marshes of the Neck, or they 
slaughtered a pig, which the women then smoked or preserved 
in brine.

Many seasonal articles could be purchased in the New Market — 
especially during the three-day fair of November. The market had 
been established around 1745 to serve people in Southwark and 
the southern portion of the city who found the High Street market 
too far of a journey. To reach High Street in those days, shoppers 
first had to maneuver across the fetid Dock Creek — generally 
crossing by the drawbridge on Front Street. Accordingly, Second 
Street near Lombard had been widened to accommodate space for 
farmers to sell meat and produce. A series of brick pavilions lined 
the middle of the road, providing shelter for many of the displays. In 
time, the pavilions were extended north and south, from Pine down 
to Cedar, and market stalls carried over into Pine Street as well.

During the November fair, the booths were festooned with brightly 
colored bunting and patchwork coverlets. In addition to the regular 
merchants and farmers, there were hucksters who came from far 
and wide to sell their dry goods, sweets and toys. Some displayed 
boxes of ribbons, buttons, laces and clasps; others offered soldiers 
of gingerbread and soft candy animals; others sold sprigs of mint, 
pickling spices, and mistletoe from the Jersey pine barrens; and 
still others assailed the ears with toy trumpets and whistles they 
were selling.

Among the Reformed or Lutheran Germans of the area, 
Christmastime was a period of joyful celebration. At Advent, the 
houses of Christian Street began to smell like baked gingerbread 
(lebkuchen). Mantels were decorated in the German manner, with 
swags of evergreens, berries, and nuts.

The bell of the Swedes’ Church rang out on Christmas Day — a 
reminder to the neighborhood that this was a time for prayer and 
contemplation. It was a long trudge to the German churches uptown, 
however, and people looked warily from their doors to sense how 
many layers of clothes they might need for the journey. The old 
folks said that if it snowed on Christmas Day, it meant that Easter 
would be green. If the sky were clear on Christmas, however, Easter 
would be snowy.

The following day, which some called the “Second Christmas,” was 
the occasion for feasting — pork or plum pudding; roast goose or 
turkey with sauerkraut and English mince pie.

The celebrations culminated with the arrival of Belsnickle on 
New Year’s Day. The older children had anticipated his appearance 
for days, and left little plates on the windowsill for the bounty they 
expected he would bring them of fruits, chestnuts and cakes. And 
they tried to obey their parents, of course, since any naughtiness 
would carry the threat of Belsnickle’s switch. Some children were 
told that the baby Christkindlein would come down the chimney 
to bring the treats. It was he who also brought the longer days of 
the New Year.

The Belsnickle would often be portrayed by an older neighbor. 
He announced his presence by beating his switches against the 
windowpanes. When that failed to get a quick enough response, 
he would ring his bells loudly and roar to be let in the house. Once 
the door was ajar, a very ugly man came stomping into the parlor. 
He wore an old fur cap and his face was blackened or masked. 
The Belsnickle would whisk his switch menacingly and put on a 
gruff voice as he inquired of the children whether they had obeyed 

BY MICHAEL SCHREIBER

Christmastime on Christian Street

Belsnickle as imagined by artist Ralph D. Dunkelberger.



their parents. And had they been attentive to their lessons? Would 
they recite their prayers for him? He would then pronounce the 
verdict: It appeared that they merited sweets this year, but they 
must mind their behavior even more in the coming year or they 
would surely get a licking with the switch. Younger children might 
have wondered, since Belsnickle was so nasty, why their parents 
sat him down with a mug of mulled cider.

But Belsnickle was not the only character in the winter celebrations. 
Many other fantastical figures — and sometimes large crowds of 
them — took part. The older German settlers often referred to the 
levity as “mummenshanz,” while the English-speakers called it 
“mumming.” Mummers were groups of men, and sometimes children, 
who roved from house to house, creating good-natured mayhem 
in costumes or women’s apparel. They commonly blackened their 
faces or wore outlandish masks and hats that made them seem 
hardly human at all.

In England and Ireland, the celebrants would often perform skits 
with characters like St. George, the Turkish Knight (either one 
of whom the Irish often replaced with St. Patrick), and the quack 
Doctor—who despite his bumbling, miraculously brought the fallen 
heroes back to life, in accord with nature’s cycle of death and rebirth 
throughout the seasons.

The merriment often took place on Christmas Eve, or on Plough 
Monday (the Twelfth Day of Christmas).

Christmas is coming; geese are getting fat, 
Please put a penny in the old man’s hat. 
If you haven’t got a penny, half a penny will do; 
If you haven’t got a half-penny, God bless you!

In Philadelphia and Southwark after the Revolution, the mummers 
sometimes retained the St. George sketch, but with modifications. 
St. George, for example, tended to become George Washington. 
More and more, they shifted their levity to New Year’s Day, providing 
company for Belsnickle. The revelers would gather by the doors 
and windows of their neighbors in the early morning and call, sing, 
or shoot their muskets to wake the inhabitants. It is from this custom 
— which the Germans shared with the early settlers from Sweden 
and Finland —  that early Philadelphia mummers took on the name 
“New Year’s shooters.”

Here we stand before your door 
As we stood the year before; 
Give us whiskey; give us gin, 
Open the door and let us in.

The awakened neighbors, of course, had been expecting the men, 
and would invite them into the house for gingerbread and beer 
or hot punch. Then the party would move on to another house to 
continue the celebration.

In this way, customs of the German immigrants blended with those of 
other nationalities (including African Americans) to form a unique folk 
art. The tradition was carried on by subsequent immigrant groups, 
such as the Italians and Poles, and is known to Philadelphians today 
as the Mummers Parade, which is held every New Year’s Day.

But while the mummers found success in New Year’s celebrations, 
Belsnickle turned away from that day and in most places went back 
to Christmas Eve. Sadly, within a few more decades, the dour old 
man fell into relative obscurity, outshown by his brighter and more 
jocular cousin from New Amsterdam and New York, Santa Claus.
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An 1852 depiction of a mummers' play by A.J. Mason.
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Philadelphia is well -known as a city of t ightly woven 
neighborhoods, each with a distinct feel and flavor. In Queen 
Village, we celebrate our diversity, enjoy our history, relish the 
taste, sights, and sounds of South Street and Fabric Row, and 
most of all support each other. This feeling of community is 
echoed through regular and repeated structured celebrations, 
where we show off Queen Village to the rest of the city. 
However, nothing strengthens the bonds between neighbors 
like a good block party.

Spring, summer and fall block parties seem to be as much 
Philadelphia institutions as the mummers on New Year’s Day. 
However, the history of the block party supposedly dates back 
to New York’s East Side during World War I, where neighbors 
would rope off entire blocks and sing patriotic songs to honor 
those who went off to war. Block parties are also credited with 
cultural innovation. A block party in 1973 in the West Bronx 
is well known as the birthplace of hip hop by DJ Kool Herc.

Even if the block party is not another Philadelphia first, we 
certainly know how to celebrate it as our own –  especially 
in Queen Village.

For the families and friends living on the 200 block of Gaskill 
Street, they throw an annual Halloween Block Party. As a 
relatively new block, the party is a way for new neighbors to 
bond. According to one of the primary organizers, Barbara 
DeConcini, the themed party leads to “more neighborly 
interaction throughout the year as a result of getting to know 
one another on Halloween. . . it is the highlight of the year.”

The 300 block of Queen Street has one of the oldest 
continuously running block parties in Queen Village. With 
its roots going back almost 20 years, the party, held on the 
first Saturday after Labor Day, has given rise to the block’s 
moniker as the “Love Block.”  The party is an all-day event full 
of good food, good drink and activities for all ages, including 
piñatas, face painting, live music and a margarita station. For 
Jeff Hornstein, one of the organizers, his life in Queen Village 
would not be the same without this signature event. “I attended 
my first block party in 2005, two weeks after moving into my 
house. It literally laid the foundations for my social life on the 
block, and people I met that day are still among our closest 
friends in town. It's a wonderful tradition.”

One of the newest block parties in Queen Village is held 
annually in early October on the 600 Block of S. American 
Street. Originally created as a way to celebrate the efforts of 
the South Street Police Mini Station to address ongoing traffic 
and safety concerns, the party in its second year has taken 
on the charge as a fundraiser for social action important to 
its residents. In 2016, the block raised over $800 for the local 
police, and this year, the block raised nearly $700 for It’s a 

Ruff Life Rescue – a foster-based dog rescue. Nicole Erlich, 
this year’s American Street party coordinator, commented, “It 
was a great day with our neighbors, and it is really wonderful 
to watch all of our families grow. I am overwhelmed by the 
generosity for such a great cause.”

BY JONATHAN GRODE

Rock the Block Party

A neighbor and his dogs dress up for the "Ruff Life 
Rescue" party on the 600 block of American Street.



When it comes to permitting, the city 
makes having a block party an easy 
process. You can have up to five parties 
a year, per block. Just use the recently 
renamed "Street Event Application." 
It requires at least 75% of households 
to sign a petition endorsing the event. 
The cost – a mere $25 as long as the 
application is received within 21 calendar 
days of the event.

A s  we approach  w in te r ’s  annua l 
hibernation, think about you can bring 
your block to life next year with a party. 
Meet your neighbors, support a great 
cause, or, maybe with a bit of creativity, 
create a new genre of music or dance!

For more information on the block par ty 
appl icat ion process ,  go to:  ht tp: //w w w.
philadelphiastreets.com/highways/street-event-
application-guide/permit-application-process/.
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South Philly Pretzels, a Philadelphia 
tradition, is often a fixture at block 
parties. 

The 600 block of American Street 
presented an award to the local 
police at its first block party.

By Jeff Hornstein

The 300 block of Queen has been hosting a block party for at least 15 or 
20 years.  It's an amazing event and helps to solidify block spirit. Many 
people have called our block the "Love Block." We are very close group and 
everyone looks out after each other, even though there's been significant 
turnover in the past five or six years.  

A small group of us has been running it for the past 5 years or so.  A bit of 
a "changing of the guard" on the block.  

We set a regular date for the party - first Saturday after Labor Day - so that 
everyone knows when it is.  Sometime In late July or early August, one of 
the other regulars on the ad hoc "block party" committee sends an email to 
the block Listserv, getting the wheels turning. This year we used a Google 
form to collect information.  Basically we ask people how many people will 
attend from their household as well as guests, and what sorts of dishes or 
beverage they might want to contribute.  

The critical task, of course, is assigning people to collect the signatures 
needed to get the Block Party Permit from the city that gives us the right 
to close the street for the day. Usually three or four neighbors volunteer 
for this task and we get it done pretty quickly and efficiently. Since I work 
in the Municipal Services Building, I usually take responsibility for turning in 
the necessary paperwork to get the permit.

Since not all of our neighbors on the block use the Listserv, at some point 
in middle to late August, we circulate paper copies of the invitation, with 
a clip-off coupon allowing people to make their donation to support the 
party. In recent years we've charged $12 per household, which covers the 
cost of burgers, hot dogs, condiments, and adult and non-adult beverages.  
We generally come close to breaking even on this endeavor.

The official start and end times of the party are noon till 8 p.m. but the party 
usually starts around 2 p.m. and goes until midnight. Of course we have to 
reopen the street at 8 p.m., but after the daytime schmoozing, and after the 
kids are all in bed, the adults generally wander from house to house and 
stoop to stoop, hanging out until it's really time for bed.

Over the course of the party, it's mostly eating and drinking and 
schmoozing with your neighbors, but we do have a pretty well-developed 
games program, as well as music, and we usually have a piñata for the 
kids. In years past we've tried to do some more adult-oriented games, and 
those ebb and flow with the nature of the block. This past year it was mostly 
kids' games, but of course there are also some drinking-oriented games 
like Cornhole or a margarita station.  There's almost always some sort of 
activity for younger kids like face painting.  There really is something for 
just about everybody. The one thing I'd say we have not managed to pull 
off is much of a dance-party atmosphere.

I attended my first block party in 2005, two weeks after moving into my 
house. It literally laid the foundations for my social life on the block, and 
people I met that day are still among our closest friends in town. It's a 
wonderful tradition.

Tips & Tricks for Hosting a 
Successful Block Party



Old Pine Street Church 
Established 1768 

 

Where History, Faith, Message,  
Music & Fellowship intersect at 

 

412 Pine Street 
 

Sunday Worship 10:30am   
 

215-925-8051 
www.oldpine.org 

!
!

Pragmatic)Counsel.))Diligent)Advocacy.)
!

Ten!Penn!Center,!Suite!630!
1801!Market!Street!

Philadelphia,!PA!!19103!
!

T:!!(215)!667.8011!
F:!!(215)!914.6332!

!
www.fungefamilylaw.com)

1845

22   november 2017

Why do you do the Halloween Show? 
Our house (752 S. 2nd Street) is a Victorian 
storefront that has consistently served 
the community for over 150 years:  first 
as the widow Martha McQuinn's millinery 
shop; then as Drost Photography, which 
photographed almost all the kids making 
their First Communion at St. Stan's in the 
‘30s and ’40s; then as a videographer that 
shot TV commercials in the ’50s. Some of 
the ladies, who have been a part of the 
neighborhood for a long time, told me that 
a commercial starring Rock Hudson and 
Grace Kelly was filmed in my house. Serving 
the neighborhood is part of the building's 
history.  So we feel we honor that with our 
show.

When did you do your first show? My 
husband and I started using our storefront 
to complement our Halloween decorations 
from the first year we moved here in 1995.  
Back then, a few folk had already decided 
to make Queen Village a trick-or-treat 
destination and had creatively decorated 
their houses, stationing themselves outside 
with huge bowls of candy to welcome 

families to our neighborhood.  

Within a couple years, our Halloween 
scenes had blossomed into abbreviated 
Halloween-themed vignettes.  And Queen 
Village was a happening place for trick or 
treating. We were running a professional 
theater company at the time, and had plenty 
of hams – I mean help – to draw from.  We 
also drew heavily on the good nature and 
talents of our neighbors, who often found 
themselves in our show and/or handing out 
candy.  

We loved Queen Village from the start 
and chose to live here.  The Halloween 
Show became a mutual display of affection 
between us and our neighborhood that 
has grown over the years into a much-
anticipated (both for us and our audience) 
tradition. We have not missed a show, as 
we come to our 22nd year.  I remember 
we deliberately chose not to be married on 
Oct. 31 in 1998 as it would interfere with the 
show, choosing Oct. 17 instead. 

We do the great candy count a few days 
ahead of time to make sure we have at least 
1,000 pieces of candy,  as we now draw 
crowds by the hundreds.  

What does your group call itself? We 
have always just called it “The Show.” I 
refer to my talented and dedicated troupe 
as the 7-Minute Improv Players as a nod to 
the outside length of a typical "show."  The 
neighborhood has always just referred to 
our house as the Halloween House and 
the show as the Halloween Show … at least 

within my earshot.

Describe how you select your theme. I take 
suggestions usually immediately following 
a successful show, and forget about doing 
anything till around the 1st of October the 
following year.  I then wait for inspiration and 
when it comes, I write a loose 2-or-3-page 
script that serves as a jumping-off point for 
the improv-based actors in the show.  The 
theme is a closely guarded secret. I do not 
divulge the theme to passersby despite 
repeated attempts to catch me off guard.

I send out word to my stage crew with a 
list of things I will need as props.  Over the 
years, they have provided me with no less 
than the following:  a full scale sarcophagus,  
a convertible to fit two, a shark-catching 
boat, King Kong's hand, the Empire State 
Building, flying saucers, pterodactyls, a 

BY DUNCAN SPENCER

The Halloween House
Halloween has inspired neighbors to create some of our most inventive and thrilling annual traditions.  Sally Bingham, longtime Queen 
Village resident and business owner, shares a story about her spooky and scary Halloween Show at Sanctuary on 2nd.

Phantom of the Opera (2010)

Werewolf (2013)
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mausoleum, Dracula's Castle, and a swarm of birds, to name but 
a few.  They usually have about two weeks to fulfill my whims.  I 
tell one neighbor the theme, as she usually creates a libation to 
complement it.

We send out a casting call to the usual suspects and anyone else 
who has expressed even minor interest. We all meet about 45 
minutes before the first show.  We do a brief read-through for those 
who haven't had a chance to look at the script. We check our props. 
Add more duct tape as needed.  And have our first rehearsal as 
more or less our first show.  We run a show every 10 minutes for 
about 2 or 2 1/2 hours.  Some of our audience members come and 
bring refreshment to watch over an extended period of time, as no 
two shows are ever the same.  Audience participation is a must for 
the performance.

Our themes range from classic horror (Frankenstein, Dracula), to 
classic horror film (The Birds, Psycho, King Kong) to B horror (The 
Blob, Creatures from Outer Space, Megashark vs. Giant Octopus) 
to Modern Classics (Jaws, Jurassic Park, Van Helsing).  We have not 
repeated any themes to date.

What were the last five shows you performed?  Last year was 
"They Came from Outer Space." Before that was "Nosferatu." 2014 
was a Graveyard Cabaret (a departure from our usual formula).  I'm 
guessing the last two: "King Kong" and "Phantom of the Opera."

What was your favorite show? My personal favorite was the 
King Kong show you did with the giant hand coming out of 
the alleyway.  I have favorite moments in all the shows.  I enjoyed 
the Blob as it slowly attacked and digested the bobbysoxers that 
just couldn't get out of the way in time.  I loved the unfortunate 
Jurassic Park worker who got attacked by four plastic blow-up 
dinosaurs, meeting an unfortunate end.  I was impressed by the 
swimmer unknowingly stalked by the great white shark. I loved the 
banana sent out to distract King Kong.  Mostly I get a kick out of our 
audience, who more often than not, turn out to be the real star of 
the shows.

Our 2001 show was especially memorable as I was in labor with my 
second child born Nov. 1, 2001. Thankfully, childbirth was not part 
of the entertainment.  I believe there was a mad-scientist theme 
that year.

Have the players changed over the years? Yes, actors change.  I 
am fortunate to have some veterans, who have been a part of the 

show since the very beginning.  But our formula is very inclusive, 
so if we have someone who wants to be a part of things, we 
bring them on board.  Some actors have been impressed to join 
without explanation or rehearsal.  All are good-natured.  Everyone 
seems to have a ball. The audiences have grown since our humble 
beginnings.  It seems that they are coming from farther away, as 
the neighborhood's reputation for Halloween festivities spreads. 
All are ready to have fun and are very appreciative.  They also are 
very supportive of our fits and starts: the best any acting troupe 
could ask for.  As long as they come, we'll have a show for them!

Has the audience changed in the years you have been doing 
“The Show”? Some of the kids of the past now bring their children 
to our house to make the show a part of a new generation's 
tradition. Queen Village welcomed us as is its tradition.  We have 
witnessed great kindness and caring – folks willing to go beyond 
a wave and a hello to really make a difference in each other's lives.

Queen Village has supported my business for over 20 years.  I 
guess we do it in gratitude for what has been given to us.  Oh ... 
and we amuse ourselves as much as anyone else.

Photos by Doreen Creede
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Bill Grubb, Associate Broker
610-220-6203 direct . 610-649-4500 office

Bill.Grubb@foxroach.com
www.grubbadvantage.com

For a Free Market Snapshot of House Values
go to BestPhillyHomeValues.com

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Ed Burrell 
Ceramic Tile

(215) 264-8150

Tile installation for kitchen  
backsplashes, floors, bathrooms, & more. 
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Winter

Winter Wonderland 
South Street Headhouse District 
200 Pine Street

This popular event features the arrival of 
Santa on a fire truck, the lighting of a 25-
foot Christmas tree, music and other festive 
activities.  Also, on the first day of Hanukkah, 
celebrate with neighbors at a Menorah-
lighting ceremony under the Shambles.

Lucia Fest and St. Eric’s Fair 
Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church 
916 S. Swanson Street

This colorful musical pageant celebrates 
Sankta Lucia, the 3rd-century martyr who 
brought food and aid to Christians hiding in 
the catacombs. It features “Lucia” wearing 
a crown of candles and singing alongside 
other young women and children of the 
parish.  

Festival Of Carols 
St. Philip Neri Church 
218 Queen Street

This festival features a singalong with a 
brass choir, the blessing of an outdoor 
Nativity scene, the blessing and lighting of 
the outdoor Christmas tree and a visit from 
Santa. Weather-permitting, the festivities 
take place in front of the Church, followed 
by refreshments in the Gathering Room.

Phestivus Celebration 
Moyamensing Point 

901 E. Moyamensing Avenue

The Friends of Moyamensing Point have 
hosted this event for the past 10 years.  
Festivities include Santa's arrival on a fire 
truck, home baked goods and a collection 
drive for Toys for Tots.

QVNA Holiday Party 
Queen Village Neighbors Association 
415 Queen Street

This annual volunteer appreciation night 
and holiday party features hot dishes from 
area restaurants, wine, beer, soft drinks and 
neighborly fun. The winners of QVNA’s fall 
grant cycle are also announced.

Christmas Bazaar and Polish Food 
Festival 
St. Philip Neri Church 
218 Queen Street

The first Sunday of every December is 
always an enjoyable time for those who 
have a taste for homemade Polish pierogies, 
kielbasi, golupki and potato salad in the 
family atmosphere of an old-fashioned 
Polish Bazaar.  Santa always stops for a visit, 
along with many former parishioners. There 
are games for little ones and adults, too. 

Spring

Easter Promenade
South Street Headhouse District
South Street, from 2nd to 9th

Every Easter Sunday, hundreds of families 

wear their Sunday best to join Master of 
Ceremonies Henri David, the Easter Bunny 
and the Mayor of Philadelphia in a beautiful 
and festive parade down South Street, 
followed by a popular intergenerational 
Best-Dressed contest. 

Spirits & History
Historic Gloria Dei Preservation Corporation
916 S. Swanson Street

This annual event features a guided 
churchyard tour, where stories about select 
permanent residents are shared. Inside 
Riverside Hall, sample spirits from local 
distilleries, hors d'oeuvres from local chefs 
and enter a wine auction to help raise funds 
to restore the property.

South Street Spring Festival
South Street Headhouse District
South Street, from 2nd to 10th

On the first Saturday of May, this free, 
family friendly festival features musical 
entertainment on three stages, over 100 art 
and craft vendors, bars and restaurants, the 
Atomic City Comics’ free comic book day 
celebration and Brauhaus Schmitz’s Maifest.

Memorial Dei Family Picnic
Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church
916 S. Swanson Street

Organized by the Sexton Sideshow, this 
daylong festival features local musicians 
on three different stages. Delicious food 
from local food trucks is also available for 

BY AMY GRANT

Annual Events and Festivals
You don’t have to venture far to find a festival in Queen Village. This list is merely a sampling of the annual events that take place in our 
fine neighborhood.  For an expanded events calendar, visit www.qvna.org. 



purchase. Proceeds from the event benefit 
Gloria Dei Church.

Fall

Blessing of the Animals
Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church
916 S. Swanson Street
St. Peter’s Church
300 Pine Street

In honor of 13th-century Saint Francis of 
Assisi, you can have your favorite two-
legged or four-legged friends blessed 
in your local sanctuary.  All animals are 
welcome but must be leashed or caged. 

Meredith on the Run 5K
Meredith Home and School Association
725 S. 5th Street

Every fall, this 3.1 mile route is geared 
toward walkers and runners of all ages and 
benefits Meredith Elementary School.  After 
completing the route, join neighbors for a 
festival in the schoolyard.  

South Street Pumpkinfest
South Street Headhouse District
200 Pine Street

This annual event draws nearly 2,000 
families to the Shambles for free and fun 
activities. Recent festivals have included 
circus arts performances, hay wagon rides, 
music, food, and trick or treating at over 40 
participating businesses.

Fall Flea Market
Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church
916 S. Swanson Street
St. Philip Neri Church
218 Queen Street

The best flea markets take place at some of 
oldest churches in Queen Village. Browse 
the goods for sale and sample homemade 

snacks that include baked goods, chili, 
hotdogs and meatballs.  Proceeds from 
these events benefit the sponsoring 
organizations.

The Halloween Show
Sanctuary on 2nd
752 S. 2nd Street

Every Halloween, this unique performances 
entertains Halloween enthusiasts and 
theater buffs alike. Past performances 
featured Frankenstein, King Kong, the Blob, 
Jaws, and Creatures from Outer Space. 
Performances take place throughout the 
evening.

Toddler Trick or Treat
Friends of Mario Lanza Park
200 Queen Street

Every Halloween, former QVNA President 
David O’Donnell organizes this fun “trick or 
treat” for toddlers and their families.  Wear 
your halloween best and be sure to donate 
a bag of candy for the candy table. Proceeds 
benefit the upkeep of Mario Lanza Park.

Shot Tower Fall Festival
Friends of Shot Tower
100-131 Carpenter Street

Every fall, the Friends of Shot Tower host 
this family friendly event featuring snacks, 
games, face painting, and a 50/50 raffle 
drawing. Admission is free and costumes 
are encouraged.  In the event of rain, the 
festival is held inside the Shot Tower gym.

Summer

Yappy Hours
QVK9
Multiple Locations

Every month, QVK9 hosts a “Yappy” Hour 
at one of the many dog-friendly local bars 

featuring dog-themed drink specials. You’re 
encouraged to come out and bring your 
pooch along. Raffle proceeds benefit the 
Mario Lanza Dog Run.

Kid Fest
Friends of Mario Lanza Park
200 Queen Street

Every June, the Friends of Mario Lanza Park 
host this series of family friendly events.  
Festivities include a Mummers celebration, 
Halloween in July, a police-escorted Bicycle 
Parade, and a Firetruck Night.

Mario at the Movies
Friends of Mario Lanza Park
200 Queen Street

Every July, the Friends of Mario Lanza hosts 
this weekly movie series in the middle of 
the park. Arrive early, bring a chair or picnic 
blanket and enjoy cartoons before the 
movie starts.  

Fourth Fridays
South Street Headhouse District
4th Street, from Bainbridge to Christian

Every month, from March through 
December, many businesses on Fabric Row 
keep their doors open for an after-hours 
shop-and-dine event. Start the weekend 
with everything from shopping and free 
cocktails to gallery events and live music.

QVNA Spring Party
Queen Village Neighbors Association
415 Queen Street

This annual volunteer appreciation and 
outdoor party features hot dishes from 
area restaurants, wine, beer, soft drinks 
and neighborly fun. The winners of QVNA’s 
spring grant cycle are also announced.
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“My favorite Queen Village tradition has become the annual 
Phestivas Celebration held at Moyamensing Point (2nd and 
Christian). This happens every December. There is a choir 
singing holiday songs, baked goods, hot chocolate, Toys for 
Tots collection and Santa coming via a Philadelphia Fire Truck. 
An exciting time for all.” - Tim Graham

“Halloween (shout out to the Monroe Street block party), the 
Marathon along Front Street, fireworks in Front Street parks, 
and sledding at the Towers.” - Jon Skivo

“Every week we hang out in Philly AIDS Thrift while we wait 
for our laundry to wash at the laundromat. They get new items 
in all the time, so it's always different. For the holiday season 
specifically, we always walk over to the Christmas Village, 
obtain gingerbread and spiced wine in generous quantities, 
and then slowly roll back to the neighborhood. Old Swedes’ 
has a lovely St. Lucia festival, and the Christmas Eve service 
at St. Peter's is really fantastic as well. We also buy our tree at a 
local corner within walking distance and walk it home, which is 
always a fun adventure.” - Suzanne Dreitlein

”My kids are a little bit aged out at this point, but one of my all-
time favorite Q.V. happenings is the Halloween candy giveaway 
that happens at Mario Lanza Park, usually orchestrated by 
David O’Donnell in a costume. It’s a straight up candy grab 
–  you bring candy, dump it on the table, kids come up grab 
the candy off the table.  After that I would say the not-strictly-
legal sledding on the hill at the base of Society Hill Towers.  
 
It’s nothing like an officially sanctioned event, but I love it when 
spring finally breaks and almost every person you know is out 
finding some excuse or another to loiter on the street and you 
see everybody. I guess you would call it springtime lingering.“ 
- Duncan Spencer

"I love the Spirits & History program that happens every May 
at Gloria Dei Church.  The graveyard 'spirits' are featured on 
a churchyard tour, then honored by complimentary beverage 
'spirits' provided by local distilleries.  This is the perfect event 
for a history buff who also loves fine libations." - Amy Grant

Photos by Jill Duink

What's Your Favorite Queen Village Tradition?

 

 
Quality Pet Products 
Local Delivery 
Cat Sitting Service 

934 Moyamensing Ave  | 267-239-2227 
   M-T, F: 2-7, Sat: 12-6, Sun: 12-3 

 

 

Our Queen Village store is now open! 

Gloria Dei (Old Swedes') Church celebrates 
Lucia Fest every December.
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BY HILARY YOUNG

Just for Kids
Saying goodbye to summer can be bittersweet for so many parents; kids go back to school 
and resume a regular routine, but the chilly weather means spending less time outdoors. 
Instead of feeling trapped at home with children who want to be entertained, consider 
venturing out into the neighborhood (and some nearby neighborhoods) to explore some 
great indoor activities with your kids:

InMovement 
http://phillyinmovement.com 
A local favorite, InMovement gym offers both structured classes and open gym 
options during the week and on the weekend. They added an upstairs space over the 
summer, doubling their square footage and increasing the opportunities for your little 
ones to experience the joy of running around in a padded room. 

Story Time at Head House Books 
http://www.headhousebooks.com 
One of my favorite book shops in the neighborhood, Head House Books not only has 
a great selection of books and toys for kids of all ages, but they also host a regular 
story time for little ones. Stop in every Friday at 11:15 a.m. to take advantage of their 
free story time.

Adventurers Mini-Golf 
http://adventurersminigolf.com 
Located down in South Philly, Adventurers Mini-Golf is a one-of-a-kind experience. 
This indoor 18-hole black light mini-golf course will provide an afternoon of fun for the 
whole family.

South Bowl 
http://southbowlphilly.com 
South Bowl, the South Philly location of (wait for it) North Bowl up in Northern 
Liberties, is even fun while you wait for a lane. Stocked with a variety of arcade 
games, including air hockey, pinball and foosball, plus other child-friendly foods, 
South Bowl is an excellent cold-weather option for families.

IKEA 
http://www.ikea.com/us/en/store/philadelphia 
I know this seems like an unlikely addition to this list, but as the mother of a very 
energetic toddler, IKEA has been our saving grace on rainy or chilly days. It’s a great 
place for your kid to run around (and, yes, even jump on a bed or two—sorry, not 
sorry!) and they have a little kids’ section with toys out on display that are fun to play 
with.
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BY JIM MURPHY

In the summer of 1747, many Philadelphians were afraid. 

Why? The city's enviable prosperity and extensive sea trade 
made it a tempting target for marauding privateers. Yet the anti-
war, non-violent Quakers who ran Philadelphia were decidedly 
uninterested in defending the unfortified city. 

That became a major problem for Philadelphia during King 
George's War (1744-48) – another of England's many wars with 
France. During this conflict, both Spanish and French privateers 
boldly cruised the Delaware Capes searching for easy booty. Some 
even travelled upriver to raid plantations in New Castle County.

A highly publicized violent incident took place July 12, 1747. Some 
15 or 20 armed men from a French privateer went ashore in New 
Castle, plundered one house, carried off most of the property and 
slaves, and then attacked another plantation nearby, shooting 
the owner's wife in the process.

On their way out of Delaware Bay, the crew captured a valuable 
ship headed for Philadelphia from Antigua and wounded the 
captain. Philadelphia was thought to be the next target.

Tired of waiting years for their do-little government to protect them, 
Philadelphians, led by Ben Franklin, finally took action in late 1747.

In a famous pamphlet titled, "Plain Truth," Franklin proposed 
forming a volunteer citizen defense association. He signed it: "A 
Tradesman of Philadelphia." Within days, over 1,000 people joined.

At that, Pennsylvania's colonial government agreed to supply 
arms and ammunition – if Philadelphia could provide the fort. 
It did, with the help of a Franklin-organized lottery that quickly 
raised £3000.

Work began almost immediately. A small 13-gun battery on William 

Atwood's wharf in Society Hill near Lombard Street was operational 
in days.

The Grand Battery (or Association Battery) was built on a hill about 
300 yards downstream from the current Gloria Dei (Old Swedes') 
Church. It was ready by the spring of 1748. Later, the site became 
the location of the first Philadelphia Navy Yard.

The new fort included three buildings surrounded by a brick or 
stone wall about 15 feet high. The Grand Battery started with 27 
cannon; later the number rose to 50. 

Interesting Oddities:

• Philadelphia's efforts to borrow cannon for its battery were 
not warmly received by New York's Governor Clinton. The 
reason: defense cost New York 45,000 pounds a year, while 
Pennsylvania spent little or nothing. After an initial curt refusal 
– lots of Madeira wine and some friendly socializing made 
the city's request more palatable. Franklin recalls that the 
Governor "soften’d by degrees, and said he would lend us 
Six. After a few more Bumpers he advanc’d to Ten. And at 
length he very good-naturedly conceded Eighteen.”

• Franklin's lottery was designed to raise £3000 to erect the 
battery. He later boasted that the Philadelphia lottery came 
as close to selling out in seven weeks as New York's and 
New England's did in seven months.

• The war ended soon after the battery was established, and 
the guns never were fired in defense of the city. When the 
British captured Philadelphia, they mounted guns there and 
used them against American ships on the Delaware River.

Forming The Association was Ben Franklin's first foray into politics. 
Fortunately for Philadelphia and the U.S., it was not his last.

FAST FACTS

Name: Grand Battery (or Association Battery)

Year Built: 1747-48 

Number of Cannons: 27 at first, later 50

Pa. Historical Marker Location: East side of Columbus Blvd. just 
south of Washington Avenue

Claim to Fame: First fortification on Delaware River built to defend 
Philadelphia. This spot later became the site of the Philadelphia 
Navy Yard.The Grand Battery was Pennsylvania's largest early fortification.

The Grand Battery
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BY PIERS MARCHANT

Annual Traditions
Films have long earned a place among traditional holiday festivities. Happy people who want to see the world reflected back 
upon their joy – or really sad people who want to be reminded that other options may be possible – might go in for It’s a 
Wonderful Life at Christmas time; come Halloween, ghoul-lovers might enjoy a slasher classic or two (start with Halloween, 
add in Sleepaway Camp, and go from there), and so forth. But why be so fixed and resolute with your choices? Maybe it’s 
time you start your own holiday traditions, including finding your own movies to watch over and over again to get you into the 
mood of the season. Here are some we suggest you embrace … and reject.

NEW YEAR’S DAY: PARTY 

Swingers (1996): Vegas, baby! Doug Limon’s punchy indie, about 
a pair of oddly matched friends (a very young Vince Vaughn 
and Jon Favreau, who wrote the screenplay) making their 
way through parties and bars as would-be actors in mid-‘90s 
Hollywood during a retro highballs-and-swing-dance phase, 
is almost shockingly funny and endearing.

Withnail and I (1987): A black comedy classic from Bruce 
Robinson, it also concerns two madly drinking would-be 
thespians (Richard E. Grant and Paul McGann), only these fellows 
are living in dank, depressing ‘60s-era London, and are too 
poor to drink little better than embalming fluid.

VALENTINE’S DAY: LOVE 

Harold and Maude (1971): Hal Ashby’s cult favorite, about a 
young, madly suicidal teen (Bud Cort), who falls in love with a 
vivacious octogenarian (Ruth Gordon), features one of the more 
sweet and charming romances ever caught on film. Despite its 
somewhat peculiar premise, at its heart, the film is dedicated 
to the idea of joy – however fleeting – as the secret of survival.

Blue Valentine (2010): A film depicting a fraying marriage on 
the edge of completely falling apart between a once-loving 
couple, Derek Cianfrance’s ultra-bleak drama stars Ryan Gosling 
and Michelle Williams in a pair of powerhouse performances. 
Heartbreaking doesn’t do it justice, and the last shot may haunt 
you for the rest of your days on this earth.

HALLOWEEN: TERROR

Blood Feast (1963): Can’t say that Herschell Gordon Lewis’ 
gore-laden film is particularly terrifying, But the movie works 
so earnestly to present you with requisite blood and entrails 

that it’s a slightly ironic carnage classic.

The Sound of Music (1965): Let’s keep it in the decade, and 
ignore Robert Wise’s Oscar-winning musical about a bunch of 
harmonizing Austrian kids, their amazing nanny, and hills that 
come alive for some reason or other.

THANKSGIVING: FAMILY

The Royal Tenenbaums (2001): Wes Anderson specializes in 
oddball family configurations – by blood, or otherwise – and 
his third film, the follow-up to the wildly popular Rushmore, 
delivers the motherlode of odd families interacting in eccentric, 
if loving, fashion.

Celebration (1998): Another family gathering, this one in honor of 
the 60-year-old patriarch of the clan, drives Thomas Vinterberg’s 
searing drama, in which brutal secrets are revealed that change 
the entire dynamic of the group in a permanent way.

CHRISTMAS: SPIRIT

Die Hard (1988): Sure, it’s not exactly traditional – being an 
action flick about a lone man outwitting a cunning crew of Euro-
trash villains in an L.A. highrise – but John McTiernan’s first 
John McClane adventure, set during the holidays, has a certain 
convivial spark. Plus, no villain has ever been more adorably 
disdainful than Alan Rickman. Fact.

The Road (2009): Hoo-boy. John Hillcoat isn’t known for his 
sentimentality, but this post-apocalyptic drama about a father 
and his son (Viggo Mortensen and Kodi Smit-McPhee) attempting 
a hellacious trek out to the sea is as pitiless as a sheep farmer. 
Forget yuletide cheer, you’ll just want to bury yourself in hole 
in the woods.
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Board Elections and the Future of Front 
Street
For Pete's Sake, 2nd Floor
900 S. Front Street

Come join your neighbors at 7:30 p.m. in casting 
a vote to pick the next members of the Board of 
the Queen Village Neighbors Association. 

We'll also be discussing the Future of Front 
Street.

All along Front Street, from Lombard to 
Washington Avenue, are parcels of land with 
potential for improvements and enhancements.  
Unfortunately, these spaces are also hotspots 
for trash and homeless camps. 

What are the options for maintaining these 
spaces and what can residents do to get 
involved?  If your home is near this strip, 
come find out what your neighbors are doing 
to improve the quality of life there in Queen 
Village. 

For Pete’s Sake will host the annual Board 
Elections as well as the community discussion 
on the Future of Front Street.  Their happy 
hour drink and food menus will be extended 
for patrons who attend the meeting so bring a 
friend, vote, listen, and have a drink on QVNA!

QVNA Holiday Party
Gloria Dei (Old Swedes') Church, Riverside Hall
916 S. Swanson Street

Come at 7:30 p.m. with friends, family, or 
neighbors and celebrate the holiday season 
with other Queen Villagers at Riverside 
Hall.  We will be serving hot dishes from area 
restaurants along with soft drinks, wine, and 
beer.  If you like to cook, we invite you to bring 
a side dish to share, but it is not necessary.   We 
will also recognize some of our neighborhood 
volunteers and announce the winners of the 
2017 fall QVNA Community Grant cycle.

QVNA Magazine 101
Shot Tower Coffee
542 Christian Street

Are you an avid reader of QVNA Magazine, the 
award-winning bi-monthly publication produced 
by Queen Village Neighbors Association?  If so, 
come meet the editors, block volunteers, and 
contributors to learn about how each issue 
comes together.  Also find out how you can 
get involved by delivering issues to your block, 
nearby neighbors, or local businesses.  Or, find 
out how you can become a contributor. 

Classifieds
PERSONAL HOME SERVICE

A LITTLE BIT OF EVERYTHING
House Cleaning, Senior Care,  
Pet Care, Odd Jobs, Concierge  
and much more since 1996  
Bruce Lincoln

brucelincoln88@gmail.com 
215.813.7256

SUPPORT QVNA 
Good neighbors make great 
neighborhoods. With your help, 
QVNA can support, create, and 
maintain cleaner sidewalks, 
better schools, neighborhood 
networks and beautiful parks 
and contribute to special 
projects and respond to 
neighbors with emergency 
needs. Make your contribution 
today to support QVNA.

Donate online at www.qvna.org

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

MARV FACTOR
• Construction Management since 1983 
• Property Management since 2006 
• Trial Attorney for 43 years 
• Expertise regarding Property Rights & 
Legal Documents

mfactor@condopropertymanagement.info 
215.370.4231

Save the Date
The holidays will be upon us and the Board of QVNA is looking to get ahead of resolutions by amending the bylaws of the 
organization.  Look for the proposed changes to be sent out electronically, then come to Gloria Dei (Old Swedes') Church for 
a community holiday party in December and vote on the changes . . . because it takes a Village.

16th
november

21st
december

18th
january



The Warwick 
1701-15 Locust St #1910 

South Side-Most Sought A r Unit. 
Pris ne and impeccable condi on. 2 

large suites, 2 bths, cherry hrdwd flrs, 
windows surround en re unit. Great 

Views. RED $769,000

200 Chris an St #10 
Exquisite Designers Rehab, 3 BR + Den, 

3.5 Spa BA, Hrwd Flrs, Parking of 
Course + a Lovely Zen Garden/Si ng 

Area to enjoy morning coffee or 
evening refreshments.  

RED $655,000 

708-10 Fulton St 
A nice 2 story double property on a 
great Bella Vista Block. 2 bdrms, 1.5 

baths, lots of exposed brick, great light 
and a lovely side garden. 

 RED $425,000 

1029 S Randolph St 
QV! Super House! 

2200 Sq Ft, 3 BR. 2.5 BA, Hrwd Flrs, 
Great Closet Space, Fin Bsmt/ family 

room & in the Great Upcoming 
Nebinger School District.  

Red $425,000 

1 Queen St #10 
QV! Beau ful 3 BR, 2.5 BA 

Hardwood Floors, Fireplace, 
Garden, Garage Parking & 
Meredith School District. 

$599.000 

608 S Front St 
A beau ful house on a terrific 125 . lot, 

20 feet wide running Street to Street 
with 2 car a ached gated parking. 3 

bedrooms, 2.5 baths, fp, elevator, lots of 
exposed brick, hrdwd flrs. Meredith 

Catchment.  Red. $995,000 

840 S American St “B” 
A terrific New Lis ng with parking 
(possibly 2 car), extra large eat-in 
kitchen with a nice side and rear 

garden, 2 bdrms + a den & 1.5 
baths. Tucked away off the Street. 

$449,900 

938 S Front St 
A en on Investors. This one 

needs a rehab and could be a great 
deal. Extra large with 2 car  garage, 

corner property. Historically 
Cer fied. Runs 70 . deep. 

$350,000 

922 S 2nd St 
Queen Village! 

Great starter home. Why pay condo fees 
when you can buy this nice single family 

dwelling? 3 story, 2 bdrms, 1.5 bths, lots of 
custom built-ins, eat-in kitchen & yeard.  

Reduced $299,000 

610 Pine St  
Society Hill! 

A lovely large tradi onal home -  4 
Bedrooms + Office/Den, 2.5 Bths, 

hrdwd flrs t/o, pr y garden, Roof 
Deck poten onal & monthly parking 

available. RED. $849,000 

304 Pemberton St 
One of Quenn Village’s Best Buys. 
Lovely home on a super tree lined 

block. 3 large bdrms, hrdwd flrs t/o, 
lots of exposed brick, & lovely 
garden. Meredith Catchment 

Red .$379,000 

212 Catharine St 
WOW– 6 unit bldg or could 

be a Fabulus Mansion Home. 
145 deep x 20 wide, 5112 sq. 

., 45  garden. Details, & 
character thourhout. 
Meredith Catchment. 

$1,300,000 

    Kathy, Patrick and the                               November 2017          
         

         Conway Team                                   www.conwayteam.com 
      

To all of our 2017 valued clients below and to all: 

A special gree ng at this me of Thanksgiving to express to you our sincere               

apprecia on for your business, confidence and loyalty. 
 

     
We are deeply thankful and extend to all our best wishes for a      

 

                                
 

Happy, Healthy Thanksgiving Day.
 

             90% of Our Business comes from Friends telling Friends!  
 WHAT THEY ARE SAYING: Kathy Conway, her son Patrick and their amazing team give buyers and sellers the respect, professionalism and years of 
experience every homeowner needs in their corner before entering into what may well be the largest financial and emo onal decision of their lives. I first met 
Kathy twenty years ago when I popped into one of her open houses. I had fallen in love with Queen Village and knew immediately that she would the one to guide 
me through my first home purchase in the neighborhood she calls home. Everyone knows, loves and informs her which served me well as the home I purchased 
was on the market for one day! It was historic (I was looking for new construc on) well UNDER my price point but she thought I should see it as she had heard it 
was a very special home. It was. There were three offers that first day and Kathy Conway nego ated the details for me and I WON! Nineteen happy years later it 
was e to move south so I called my friend Kathy and once again the home had three offers in two days! I have recommended h er to friends and will con nue to 
do so as I know that in her capable hands the experience of buying and selling a home will be deligh ul.                        Kate Gerrity  - 311 Queen Street 

   www.conwayteam.com                                                                                              kathy@conwayteam.com -   patrick@conwayteam.com 
   FOR MORE INFORMATION AND A LIST OF OUR INVENTORY                                                 Society Hill Office –  530 Walnut St #480, Philadelphia, PA 19106  
   PROFESSIONAL PHOTOS, OPEN HOUSES AND VIRUTAL TOURS                                               Kathy: 215-850-3842     Patrick: 215-266 -1537  

                                                                                                                                             
Main: 215-627-6005

 
 
 

Independently Owned and Operated Member of the Prudential Real Estate A liates Inc.
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212 Catharine St - 304 Pemberton St - 610 Pine St - 608 S Front St - 708-10 Fulton St - 840 “B” S American St - 1701-15 Locust St #1910 (The 
Warwick) - 922 S 2nd St - 938 S Front St - 200 Christian St #10 - 1029 S Randolph St - 1 Queen St #10 - 938 S Front St -  815 S. 4th St - 700-02 S. 4th 
St - 90-94 E. laurel St - 614 S. Front St - 947 S. 2nd St - 429 Fulton St - 1329 S. 2nd St - 119 Ellsworth - 2401 Pennsylvania Ave #5B24 - 2446 S Opal 
St - 717 S Columbus Blvd #1208 (Dockside) - 622 S 18th St - 100 Arch St #1A - 717 S Columbus Blvd #1507 (Dockside)- 916 E Moyamensing Ave - 
119 Durfor St - 241 S 6th St #2405 - 216 Wilder St—2233 Latona St - 145 Dudley St - 717 S Columbus Blvd #712 (Dockside)- 1601 Spring Garden 
#215 (The Colonnade)- 432 Brown St  - 224 Monroe St - 922 E Moyamensing Ave - 122 Manton St -  721-23 S 12th St #3 - 2029 Cherry St - 1224 S 
Howard St - 337 S 12th St - 117 Walnut St - 2711 S 9th St - 200 Christian St #31 - 214 Monroe St - 1728-32 S 2nd St - 111 N Bread St - 324 Fitzgerald 
St - 730 Ellsworth St - 127 Pierce St - 125 Porter St - 246 Delancey St - 224-30 Rittenhouse #709 (The Dorchester) - 770 S 18th St - 1236 S Hancock St 
- 2316 Hutchinson St - 113 Sigel St - 413 Tasker St - 701 S 7th St - 74 E Laurel St - 306 Catharine St - 327 Wilder St - 433  Shunk St - 122 Watkins St 
- 712 S 7th St - 826 S Swanson St - 1828 Catharine St  - 1122 S 2nd St - 201 Queen St #2 (Acme Piano) - 758 S Reese St - 1927 S 2nd St - 118 Beck St - 
104-06 Fitzwater St - 233 Fitzwater St - 121 Wharton St - 232 Queen St C - 1845 S Hartranft St (Holy Spirit School) - 219 Mountain St - 706-10 S 4th 
S - 1100 S Front St  - 603 Fitzwater St - 1236 S American St - 327 Greenwich St - 854 Independence Place -  822 S Swanson St - 113 Mifflin St -  217 
Fulton St A - 1717 E. Moyamensing Ave - 205 Catharine St - 826 S Front St - 950-52 S Front St - 104 Ellsworth St  -  604-36 Washington Sq #1103 
(Hopkinson House) - 717 S Columbus Blvd #805 - 706-24 Latona St - 1155 S 10th St - 2007 Kater St - 222 Fitzwater St - 120 Manton St - 2020 
Walnut St #24H (Wanamaker House) - 128 Carpenter St - 219 Manton St - 723 Hall St - 518 S. Randolph St Unit C– 232 Christian St 



Last year thanks to your 

help we were able to 

donate almost ONE TON 

of non-perishables to 

 

Will you help us 
DOUBLE

last year's efforts?

Queen Village Food Drive

Liz Lutz ~ RE/MAX Home Experts ~ 215.467.2892 (o) ~ 215.850.6827 (m)

On Saturday December 9th, we will be dropping off 
bags in the neighborhood. 

On Sunday December 17th, put them outside of your home 
by 10:30 am for pick up and we will drop by and say hello 
with a thank you gift for your donation.

The Liz Lutz Team’s 


