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Tree & Landscape Management

QUALITY TREE  
& LANDSCAPE  
CARE FOR  
OVER 25 YEARS

215.886.6111

MOSQUITO 

Our Mosquito Program includes  
monthly treatments for your  
yard throughout the Mosquito  

and Tick season. Depending on the  
weather in Pennsylvania, that season  
can sometimes last from the early part  
of  April until well into November. Our  
trained technicians use Natural and Organic  
products to kill and deter mosquitoes, allowing  
you to enjoy outdoor activities without worry. Liberty  
can provide you with the best solutions for all your pest control needs 
to provide the safest and most comfortable environment for your family 
and guests to your home.

Safe for Pets and  
People in PA
Unlike other treatments, Lib-
erty’s Mosquito, Tick and Turf 
Program is safe for children, pets 
and adults. Because it is all natu-
ral, this treatment can be applied 
repeatedly without risk, allow-
ing you to enjoy uninterrupted 
protection for your home, family 
and pets. The Liberty team will 
deliver your treatments at regu-
lar intervals to ensure that you 
are safe from Mosquitoes and 
Ticks throughout the spring, 
summer and fall.

We are proud to bring unparal-
leled protection to ALL of our 
customers. Our skilled techni-
cians go the extra mile to ensure 
that you are protected against 
the diseases carried by Mosqui-
toes and Ticks. By signing up 
for our Mosquito, Tick and Turf 
Program, you can enjoy outdoor 
living without discomfort during 
every season of the year.

To receive more information 
about how our Mosquito, Tick 
and Turf Program can effectively 
protect your home this upcom-
ing spring and summer, call our 
company today. We will glad-
ly address your questions and 
schedule your first service.

TICK

Our Tick Program uses a  
natural, organic approach to 
pest control. We understand 

the concerns of homeowners, especially 
when children and pets are part of

                                                the family. We perform a backpack  
                                               mister application around the perimeter  
                                         of your property, including all foliage and  
                                  grassy areas where ticks like to hide.

The best part of our treatments is that you never have to worry about 
toxic chemicals or the caustic fumes associated with many pest sprays. 

Call Liberty Tree & Landscape Management: 
215.886.6111 • www.libertytreecare.com

“We are so happy we decided to use Liberty Tree and Landscape 
Management’s All Natural Mosquito and Tick Program on our 
property. It was sooooo nice to be able to enjoy our back yard this 
summer and not have to worry about being attacked by unwanted 
pests. AND IT WAS SAFE FOR MY FAMILY AND PETS !!!!!

—Angelo and Maria, Ambler PA

Liberty flier-turf.indd   1 11/21/16   2:36 PM
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WORDS that WORK
NEED SOMEONE to help you attract new customers by 

email or mail, write blogs or e� ective ads, produce case 
studies, or brainstorm winning ideas?

Call copywriter JIM MURPHY today.

He specializes in producing measurable results for his customers.  

Meet with Jim with no obligation … and see what he’s done in his 
marketing career for successful U.S. companies.

Mention you saw this ad in QVNA Magazine and get a copy of his 
4-Page Marketing Analysis and Assessment — absolutely FREE!

ACT NOW.

PHONE 267-773-8088 | EMAIL murfman1@comcast.net | WEBSITE www.remarkableroi.com

Jim regularly contributes 
to QVNA Magazine

9,779 Buyers in Our Database  
Looking for a Home in The Area  

“Your Home May Already Be Sold!” 

Call Larry: (1-800-560-2071)  
Dial Ext: 6001 

...and Start Packing! 

www.LarryLevinHasTheBuyers.com 
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here’s what’s inside
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WHAT OUR EDITORS ARE READING08

QVNA's Board of Directors share updates about ongoing neighborhood 
projects and initiatives.

Peter Ross curates a collection of fiction and non-fiction that has been 
recommended by the editors of this magazine.

// JULY 2017

BOOKS FOR COOKS11 Donna Pancari describes the value of amassing a cookbook collection 
and lists some of her local, all-purpose and seasonal favorites.

EARLY LITERACY SKILLS10 Katie Lockwood writes about how exposing an infant to books will impart 
a lifelong love of reading.
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GIFTING BOOKS12

THE ROLE OF A SCHOOL LIBRARIAN20 Duncan Spencer interviews Meredith School librarian Arline Billbrough 
about her role at the school and methods that she uses to engage young 
readers.

JUST YOUR TYPE22 Amy Grant writes about bookstores, libraries, comic book, thrift stores 
and general stores where readers can locate books, newspapers and 
periodicals.

DUNCAN'S DESTINATIONS24 Duncan Spencer provides an overview of the great graphic novels that 
can be found at his son’s favorite comic book store.

BETTER MOVIES THAN BOOKS26 Piers Marchant writes about films that are vastly superior to the 
books from which they sprang. 

PHILLY'S IMMIGRATION STATION AT PIER 5328 Jim Murphy examines the spot where over one million people 
once entered the U.S.

GETTING TO KNOW YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD LIBRARY29 Katie Lockwood says the local library is a great place for free family fun.

Katie Lockwood shares her favorite book and toy gift combinations for 
engaging young readers.

I JUST WANT TO TALK TO PEOPLE14 Lauren Leonard interviews Queen Village resident Natalie Pompilio about the 
trials, tribulations and privileges of working as a writer.

PHILADELPHIA'S NEWSPAPER WARS OF THE 1790S18 Michael Schreiber writes about the newspaper outlets that opposed and supported 
local political parties during the 18th century.

TALE OF 3 BOOKSTORES16 Jim Murphy visits three local independent booksellers to learn the secrets of 
their success.

W W W . F I R E B A L L P R I N T I N G . C O M

ADAPTING OUR VILLAGE VOICE27 Amy Grant looks back at QVNA's history of neighborhood newsletters 
and shares the story behind the creation of our magazine.
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Board Biz
Friends of  Neighborhood Education
QVNA plays an active role in coalitions 
and organizations that work on regional 
or citywide issues. For example, 
QVNA was a founding member of 
the Philadelphia Crosstown Coalition 
(PCC), initially formed to work on zoning 
code and property tax reform. QVNA 
Board Secretary Jeff Hornstein is the 
Vice Chair of the PCC. He helped to 
convene the Friends of Neighborhood 
Education (FONE), a citywide network 
of groups that support neighborhood 
public schools such as Meredith and 
Nebinger. On May 29, FONE convened 
over 120 activists from across the city 
for an inspiring day of sharing and 
networking. FONE assists efforts to 
support neighborhood schools and 
aims to change the narrative around 
public education in Philadelphia. 

Weccacoe Playground
Since May, QVNA Board Vice President 
Duncan Spencer has been working 
with the City of Philadelphia to get the 
Weccacoe Playground spray pole on a 
timer. As of this writing, you need to 
work the spray manually by climbing 
into a plant enclosure, opening a large 
control panel and turning it on and off 
as you would a hose. In the short term, 
Duncan has deputized a few local 
dads to serve as “rain makers” so that 
our local children can cool off in the 
summer heat.

With the generous help of Councilman 
Mark Squilla, and QVNA Board 
Member Kandi Green, the Friends of 
Weccacoe have recruited a local young 
man, Kyle Goldsmith, as our Seasonal 
Maintenance Assistant. Kyle will also 
be responsible for maintenance at 
Mario Lanza Park and Palumbo Park 
(the small park to the west of Fleisher 
Art Memorial).

The Weccacoe Community Room 
is now available to rent for Birthday 
Parties. Contact the QVNA office at 
(215) 339-0975 or info@qvna.org for 
details.

Central Delaware Overlay Bill Delayed
In response to overwhelming 
opposition from stakeholders along the 
Delaware River, including our Zoning 
Committee and the Central Delaware 
Advocacy Group (CDGA) — of which 
QVNA is a member — Councilman 
Squilla delayed a bill that would allow 
for taller buildings to be built along the 
waterfront. The bill is expected to be 
brought before the Rules Committee 
later this summer. CDAG is committed 
to ensuring that amendments to the 
CDO are made through a public 
process. 

Schools and Youth Activities
The Schools and Youth Activities 
Committee is busy preparing for fall 
activities at the Courtyard. Thanks to 
a fully funded grant, the Coded by 
Kids after-school program will begin 
instruction there in September. The 
reading room is also currently being 
outfitted for after-school enrichment 
with books donated by Queen Village 
residents. 

We are also pleased to announce 
that Queen Village resident Harold 
Reed has recently joined the Summer 
at Courtyard Program staff. We 
look forward to Harold’s bringing 
his experience and expertise to the 
third year of our summer enrichment 
programming. 

Quality of  Life Committee
A huge thank you to the owners of 
private home gardens and members 
of our three neighborhood community 
gardens for opening their gates to us 
on June 3, 2017 for a Garden Tour and 
Party. We have so many beautiful green 
spaces in our neighborhood; we were 
excited to share them with those who 
attended. We hope to host a garden 
event again next year. All funds raised 
from this event will go to cleaning and 
greening efforts in the neighborhood. 
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Contributors
AMY GRANT
Amy Grant is a web developer and graphic designer who served 
on the QVNA Board from 2013-2016. She is currently assisting 
the preservation efforts of the Historic Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) 
Preservation Corporation. You can read her history stories at www.
southwarkhistory.org.

LAUREN LEONARD
Lauren Leonard is the former President of QVNA. She works in real 
estate development and has written locally for the Passyunk Post 
and the Philadelphia Inquirer. Like Jo March, she aspires to live by 
her pen (keyboard). 

KATIE LOCKWOOD
Katie Lockwood is a pediatrician and blogger, who resides in Queen 
Village with her husband and two children. All opinions are her own 
and do not necessarily reflect those of The Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia.

PIERS MARCHANT
Piers Marchant is a film critic and writer based in Philly. Find more 
confounding amusements and diversions at his blog (sweetsmellosuccess.
tumblr.com), or read his further 142-character rants and ravings at @
kafkaesque83. 

JIM MURPHY
Jim Murphy is a freelance copywriter who’s lived in the South Street 
area with his wife Rosemary since 2008. Jim has written 40 articles 

about Philadelphia historical sites for neighborhood publications 
... and writes a consumers’ blog for Old Pine Community Center.

DONNA PANCARI
Donna Pancari is a ninth-grade English teacher who has lived in 
Queen Village for 10 years. Along with her husband Kevin Parker, 
she edits the local food blog Farm To Philly and gardens at the 
Southwark Queen Village Community Garden. 

PETER ROSS
Peter Ross and his wife have lived on Gaskill Street for over six 
years.  He is a realtor with Plumer & Associates and previously 
served on the QVNA Board and QVK9.  He is currently a member 
of the QVNA Magazine Editorial Board.

MICHAEL SCHREIBER
Michael Schreiber is a Queen Village resident and author of the 
recently published book, ”Unsinkable Patriot: The Life and Times 
of Thomas Cave in Revolutionary America.”

DUNCAN SPENCER 
Duncan Spencer serves as QVNA’s Vice President and as the Chair of 
the Friends of Weccacoe. He has lived in Queen Village since 1992 
and works in the film industry as a set builder and is a residential 
and business landlord on Fabric Row.

All opinions are of  individual authors and do not necessarily reflect those of  Queen Village Neighbors Association.

Amy Shelanski 
LOCALLY SOURCED R E A LT O R ®

c.  215.983.1414  |  o.  215.625.3650  |  f.  215.625.4721
ashelanski@spaceandcompany.com
amy.searchphillylistings.com
spaceandcompany.com
2200 Walnut Street, Philadelphia PA 19103

In marketing, the familiar 
is everything. —  N I C O L A S  R O E G

I am invested in, living in, and working for Queen Village and Greater Philadelphia. 
Linking clients to their homes, their communities and to their neighbors.

CALL ME  AT 215.983.1414 TO SEE WHAT YOUR HOME IS WORTH. 

On the cover: Brickbat Books photographed by Amanda Hall Studios
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To view all Center City properties  
visit our website: plumerre.com
Residential, Commercial & Investment Real Estate

226 South Street, Philadelphia | info@plumerre.com | 215 922 4200

A trusted name in Philadelphia  
Real Estate for over 90 years

Plumer Ad 4.75x4.625.indd   1 8/26/14   8:19 AM
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SERVING RESIDENTS, BUILDING COMMUNITY

OUR PROFESSIONAL CAREGIVERS 
ARE READY TO LEND A HAND.

  
10%  

Discount for 
QVNA  

Members

Home Helpers is Philadelphia’s premier provider 
of non-medical and personal in-home care. We 
offer a full-range of elite caregiver services that 
include:

We accept private pay, Long-Term Care Insurance and PCA 
Aging Waiver.

• Mobility care & fall  
prevention

• Personal hygiene
• Light housekeeping & 

personal laundry
• Medication reminders
• Alzheimer’s/dementia care
• SafeEscort to and from  

appointments

• Meal preparation/ 
dining assistance

• Companion care to in-
clude Hospital and Long-
Term Care facility visits

• Direct Link Personal  
Response System

• And much more

Call today for a FREE no-obligation needs  
assessment and let us start lending you a hand. 
Contact Patty Grace at (267) 402-7271 or email 
pgrace@homehelpersphilly.com.

QVNA Magazine
Volume 3, No. 4, is published bi-monthly (January, March,  

May, July, September, November) by Queen Village Neighbors 
Association, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization (Federal ID#  

23-2025152). All contributions are tax-deductible.

2nd Place National Winner 2016 & 2017
NUSA Newsletter Competition
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What Our Editors  
Are Reading

SPQR
By Mary Beard
W.W. Norton, 2015

One of the best and most prominent 
classical scholars active today has 
written a one-volume history of 
ancient Rome. Not a dry academic 
treatment, it provides a clear and 
convincing version of the growth 
of Rome from its beginnings to its 
height in the third century.

THE FACE OF BRITAIN: A HISTORY OF THE 
NATION THROUGH ITS PORTRAITS
By Simon Schama
Oxford University Press, 2016

An entertaining and insightful 
combination of art and history 
that uses portraits, paintings and 
photographs, from medieval to 
modern times, to illuminate eras, 
issues, themes and personalities.

THE INVISIBLE BRIDGE: THE FALL OF NIXON 
AND THE RISE OF REAGAN
By Rick Perlstein
Simon and Schuster, 2014

This comprehensive examination of 
the political events and personalities 
of the mid-to-late-seventies provides 
insights and explanations into the 
end of the post-war political era in 
the U. S. and the creation of the era 
of politics we live today.

A SPY AMONG FRIENDS: KIM PHILBY AND 
THE GREAT BETRAYAL
By Ben MacIntrye
Broadway Books, 2014

A balanced and detailed treatment 
of the notorious British Cold War 
spy and the background and class 
environment that nurtured and 
protected him.

LET ME BE FRANK WITH YOU
By Richard Ford
Harper Collins, 2014

Four related short stories set in 
southern New Jersey and the Shore 
in the holiday season of 2012, soon 
after Hurricane Sandy. The stories 
focus on Frank Bascombe, the main 
character in three previous books, 
the first published thirty years ago. 
They provide a nuanced, good-
natured portrait of a unexceptional 
and imperfect man as he deals with 
retirement, aging, the impact of 
the storm and the small issues and 
pleasures of daily life.

BY PETER ROSS
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Searching For A Good Plumbing, 
Heating & Air Conditioning Company

Great

  
 

www.calljg.com • 215-383-2957

REASONS TO CALL US FOR ALL YOUR 
PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING SERVICE

Winner 
2009-2015

Members of Queen Village Neighbors Association: 
Take $55. off any plumbing, heating or A/C repair, and $333. off 

any heating and A/C installation.

1.REPAIR GUARANTEE If a repair fails during the first year, we will repair it again for FREE
2. JOB DONE RIGHT  We will fix it right the first time Or You Don’t Pay
3. NO SURPRISES GUARANTEE  We will give you a price up-front before starting the work.  
   Once we start the job the price will not  change, even if it’s more work than we anticipated.
4. FAIR PRICE GUARANTEE No need to shop around. Our pricing is from our Flat Rate
   Book. If ever in doubt, always ask your contractor to show you their  flat rate book to show
   how they arrived at the price. 
5. SECURITY GUARANTEE  Our technicians are background checked, drug tested, 
    uniformed and wear company identification so you never worry about who is in your home
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St. Philip Neri Parish 
The Catholic Church in Queen Village 

 
 
 

COME   
 

PRAY   
 

WITH   
 

US 
 
 
 

Sunday Mass Schedule 

4:30 vigil & 11:00 a.m. at 
St. Philip Neri Church (SPN) 

8:30 a.m. at St. Stanislaus Church (SS) 
 

 

www.stphilipneriqueenvillage.org 



EARLY 
Literacy Skills
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BY KATIE LOCKWOOD, MD

As a pediatrician, I dish out parenting advice regularly. During 
well child visits, I routinely discuss everything from car seats 
to sunscreen to childproofing, and parents rarely question or 
challenge this advice. There has been enough media attention 
and word-of-mouth coverage that most of these topics are 
already familiar to most new parents. However, one piece of 
advice raises some skepticism: reading with infants.

I remember recommending a dad read to his 6-month-old 
daughter and he laughed at me. Another mom lamented that 
her 4-month-old must have something wrong with her, because 
she didn’t like TV.  But the mother had never considered trying 
a book. New parents of a baby girl raised their eyebrows when I 
suggested reading as an activity appropriate for a newborn. Why 
was reading to an infant more unbelievable than stating that 
sleeping on ones back prevents Sudden Infant Death Syndrome 
or that wrapping a baby like a burrito is calming?

Well, as a new parent myself, I read with my infant and discovered 
that he wasn’t interested in the book as anything other than a 
chew toy. It took months before he started to engage with the 
books in a way that I recognized as reading. So I understand the 
hesitancy of these parents. Why would one read to a child who 
doesn’t understand story time, who doesn’t have the attention 
span to listen to a full book, and who can’t follow a plot? 

So I encourage parents to think of books likes toys, allowing their 
kids to manipulate them, flip through the pages, and even chew 
on them. Parents can read the words or just discuss the pictures 
and point to objects. Simply sitting together and holding a book 
increases the language that a child is exposed to – and teaches 
them an important lifelong love of reading.

Here are a few tips for raising a reader:
• Make books accessible. You should not only have books 

on your bookshelf, but in each room. Keep a book in 
your car or in your bag, so that your child can read while 
waiting or traveling.

• Model reading. Make sure your child sees you reading 
and not only on your device. Read a print newspaper, 
magazine, or book beside your child, while he/she reads 
his/her own book.

• Take turns choosing books. Sometimes your child may 
want to hear the same book each night and this repetition 
can be good for their early reading skills, but is also a 
bore for you. So take turns and add some variety to your 
routine.

• Vary the type of book you read. Expose your child to 
fiction, non-fiction, and poetry. I love reading a Shel 
Silverstein poem one night and then a non-fiction book 
about lizards the next.

• Have your child participate in your reading. Even if your 
child can’t read, you can ask him/her to turn the page for 
you or to describe what is happening in the pictures. If 
your child is learning to read, you can point out a few 
sight words or have them complete the rhyme in a Dr. 
Seuss book. Reflect on what you read recently and ask 
your child to explain the story to you. Use open-ended 
prompts like “why do you think…” to have your child 
explain a character’s actions or a plot twist.

• Build on themes. Choose a book that is seasonal or 
reflects a current life event, such as a book about loose 
teeth, a new sibling, or potty training. You can read books 
about places you are visiting or about Philadelphia.

• Have fun! You can use different voices for different 
characters or pretend that the fictional story is true. You 
can make your child a character in the book by changing 
the story a bit or create your own alternate endings.

july 2017
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Books for Cooks
BY DONNA PANCARI

There was a very brief point a few years ago when I doubted the 
good sense of the 50-plus cookbook collection we’d amassed over 
the years. After all, millions of recipes were available on the internet, 
easily searchable and many with comments by those who have tried 
them. But then the internet began to fail me. Searches brought up 
recipes indiscriminate of quality or source, and the impossible-in-a-
cookbook ability to bring up a range of recipes by ingredients on 
hand never seemed to work very well.  I finally broke the fruitless habit 
of browsing aimlessly looking for dinner inspiration and just started 
opening one of my books. They haven’t failed me yet.
 
Local Cookbooks
Philadelphia has almost as rich a selection of cookbooks written by 
local chefs and food bloggers as we have restaurants. As I only felt 
comfortable mentioning those we own and use frequently, by all 
means seek out others. Head House Books does a wonderful job of 
stocking local titles.
 
Rustic Italian Food by Marc Vetri
It was the Fusilli with Fava Beans and Pecorino recipe that was the 
first indication of how much we would use this book. The ingredients 
were simple and the steps were not complicated, but you’d never 
know that from the results. Pick this up if you want to feature a few 
high quality ingredients and, as the title would suggest, do so in an 
unfussy way.
 
Di Bruno Brothers House of  Cheese by Tanaya Darlington
We bought this book at the Charles Santore library, where Tanaya 
Darlington held a reading and tasting. It remains the most fun I’ve 
had in a library, and quite possibly the most cheese I’ve eaten in one 
sitting. Darlington’s descriptions are articulate and entertaining, and 
her pairing suggestions inspiring.  
 

All-Purpose Favorites
If you don’t have room for desire or more than one or two cookbooks, 
any of these would be all you need.  

 
How To Eat by Nigella Lawson
Without a doubt, Nigella Lawson is the cookbook writer for readers. 
Some of her best recipes are tucked away in the eloquent introductory 
text - no surprise, as she is almost as interested in why we cook as 
how. We own and use many of Lawson’s books - Feast and Nigella 
Express especially - but it’s How To Eat that we couldn’t do without. 
We’ll never make a roast chicken, caesar salad or guacamole any way 
but hers.

How To Cook Everything by Mark Bittman
No photos in this one, just an encyclopedic and highly adaptable 
collection of international recipes.  I’ve never had such simple recipes 
work so consistently.
 
The Silver Spoon
The Silver Spoon was compiled over fifty years ago as a collection of 
traditional Italian recipes from across the country. We bought this for 
the wonderful gelato recipes, and have discovered all sorts of familiar 
and novel cooking techniques and ingredients.
 

Seasonal Eating
It can be frustrating to pick up a cookbook in midwinter and find that 
half the recipes call for items woefully out of season. No worries of 
that choosing from the books below.
 
The Kitchen Diaries by Nigel Slater
Open the book to today’s date, and find an entire meal nearly perfectly 
suited to what’s growing now and, even more importantly, what you 
want to eat now. I say nearly because Slater is British, and the book 
is a chronicle of cooking mainly from his stunning kitchen garden 
in London. But besides the odd strawberry or asparagus available 
earlier than here, the recipes are a perfect seasonal companion to the 
Headhouse Market or your garden plot.
 
Jamie At Home by Jamie Oliver
Like Slater’s book above, Jamie At Home is organized around the 
seasons, with growing tips and several recipes for each vegetable 
featured. You’re bound to find the perfect preparation for what you 
have on hand.
 
Plenty by Yotam Ottolenghi
No one who has ever cooked a vegetable should be without this 
book. Not as heavy on the unusual ingredients as his blockbuster 
title Jerusalem, Plenty is full of inventive pairings and techniques that 
you’ll likely find yourself using even outside of the specific recipes.  
 
The River Cottage Cookbook by Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall
An early advocate of local food, Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall does 
equal justice to meats and vegetables alike. It’s also a very informative 
ingredient and gardening guide.
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GIFTING BOOKS
BY KATIE LOCKWOOD, MD

INFANT  
The Snowy Day by Ezra Jack Keats + knit 

mittens and hat

TODDLER  
Goodnight, Goodnight Construction 
Site by Sherri Duskey Rinker and Tom 

Lichtenheld + toy trucks with kinetic sand

PRESCHOOL   
Stuck by Oliver Jeffers + kite

SCHOOL AGE   
Rosie Revere Engineer by Andrea Beaty 

and David Roberts + GoldieBlox

PRE-TEEN   
Wonder by R.J. Palacio + philanthropic 

gift (dosomething.org)

TEENAGER   
Caraval by Stephanie Garber + 

amusement park ticket

july 2017

Books make great birthday gifts, as they help young readers build their library and introduce them  
to new books. I love giving books and toys on a theme, so I am sharing some of my favorites here.
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Knowledge and Experience 
Combined with Your Best 

Interests in Mind	  

Direct:	  267-‐225-‐3678	  
Office:	  215-‐627-‐3500	  

deidre@deidrequinn.com	  
www.deidrequinn.com	  

	  

Five	  year	  Five	  Star	  Award	  Winner	  
Philadelphia	  Magazine	  

	   Each	  Office	  Independently	  Owned	  and	  Operated	  
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848 South 2nd Street |  Philadelphia PA 19147 | (267) 519-2080

“Absurdly delicious”
@phillynombros, Instagram

“I am so full and 
proud of it!”

Molly, Yelp

 “Would not of hurt to put 
a salad on the menu”

Joe, Facebook 

“super friendly staff”
Scott, Yelp 

“This is comfort food”
@215foodguy, Instagram

“obviously cheesy tots are 
gonna be good”

Adriane, Yelp

What people are saying...

Companionship
Homemaking

Medication Reminders
Meal Preparation 

Personal Care
Trained & Insured

Background Checked

(267) 499-4700
www.synergyhomecare.com

Call for your FREE 
Care Assessment!

Serving Our 
Queen Village

 Neighbors
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I Just Want to  
Talk to People

BY LAUREN LEONARD

Natalie Pompilio is a freelance writer and editor living on S. Fairhill Street in Queen Village. Her work has been featured 
in The Philadelphia Daily News, The Philadelphia Inquirer, The Times-Picayune (New Orleans), Obit Magazine, 

American Journalism Review and New Jersey Monthly, among others. Her new book, “Walking Philadelphia: 30 Tours 
Exploring Art, Architecture, History, and Little-Known Gems,” is available now. She spoke with Lauren Leonard on the 

trials, tribulations and privileges of  working as a writer.  This interview has been edited and condensed. 
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I was introduced to your writing through our 

mutual friends Natalie Suresch and Joe Felicetti. 

You wrote a piece about their rescheduling their 

wedding due to the Pope’s visit in 2015.

I did a lot of Pope coverage for the Associated 
Press and I was always looking for features related 
to it and they mentioned their wedding was 
supposed to be that weekend. They reluctantly 
agreed to be interviewed.  Well, Joe reluctantly 
agreed, and I got a story.
 
Though you’ve covered crime and politics, 

your stories are mostly about ordinary people, 

sometimes in extraordinary situations. Is this 

kind of feature writing where you found work 

or an area you find important?

I think both. It’s really a privilege to sit down with 
someone and they tell you all about themselves. 
I did a story for Delaware Today coming out in 
September about a transgender kid and her mom 
and originally the story was gonna be about the 
kid’s transgender journey. And then two days 
before I met with the family, the local paper did 
a spread and I didn’t want to do the same thing. 
I just hung out with them and came up with the 
idea of writing about the mom. She really is a force 
of nature and she’s funny as hell and I really like 
her. She never picked this job, but she has to fight 
for this kid every day. It became the accidental 
activist story.
 
How do you choose what to write?

I’m always pitching stories. I pitch everywhere. 
No one pays well anymore, so you scratch out a 
living. The medium has changed. But I’m able to 
make it work.
 
What is your connection to New Orleans?

In 1997, my internship with the Philadelphia 
Inquirer had ended and I needed a job. The paper 
down in New Orleans was almost like a funnel from 
the internship. I had never been that far away from 
home, hadn’t lived in Louisiana, but there was 
kind of like a kismet moment and we got along 
really well.
 
After Katrina in January of 2007, it was so frustrating 
with things not happening and I had been begging 
the Inquirer for a leave of absence, cause I just 
wanted to do something concrete. Then they 
laid me off, but it worked out. My husband took 
leave from his job; he got waved in to represent 
clients there—he’s a public defender—and I gutted 
houses. Fortunately, he fell in love with the city, 
too. We invested in property knowing we wanted 
to live there when we retired.
 
Do you feel like there are similarities between 

Philly and New Orleans and the people who 

live there?

I feel I live in great neighborhoods in both 
places. My husband and I talk about this. In our 
neighborhood, here we have the guy who looks 
after things and keeps track of everything. We have 
that guy in New Orleans. We love our neighbors 
down there, we love our neighbors here.
 
You also reported from Baghdad. What was 

that like?

It was very hot. It was very frustrating, because it 
was after Bush declared victory from that ship and 
the people back here in the US, the editors, were 
going by what they saw on TV. And they wanted me 
to write about the CPA, the Coalition Provisional 
Authority, which no one remembers, because it 
wasn’t important, and we’re telling them people 
are p*ssed! We destroyed their houses, no one 
has electricity, kids have died. They were missing 
it. As the insurgency built, then they caught on.
 
What does it feel like when you’re being told 

to write the wrong story? How much can you 

push back with your editors?

I felt like I pushed a lot in Baghdad. When I was in 
New Orleans for Katrina, a similar thing happened 
where they’re [the editors] watching TV up here 
and wanting me to go cover an evacuation in east 
New Orleans, but I was right outside the French 
Quarter with dozens of people and their pets who 
couldn’t evacuate, and someone’s family had paid 
for a bus to get them out. The other evacuation 
was already being reported, so I did the (mimes 
losing connection on a cell phone). You gotta trust 
your reporters on the ground.
 
What do you feel your responsibility is in 

interviewing people?

The thing that gets me most nervous is getting 
it right.  I feel kind of like a doctor, like, first do 
no harm. Unless you’re harmful and then I might 
write a story that paints you unfavorably. It has to 
be accurate.
 
Does accurate just mean factual or does it mean 

relaying a sense of feeling?

Accurate means truthful; the facts are correct. 
If people can catch on and feel, which is also 
what you go for, that’s great, but I’m not going 
to exaggerate to make you feel something. The 
facts are the facts. Truth is stranger than fiction.
 
Is there an interview that stands out for you?

I don’t know if you remember Faheem Thomas-
Childs, who was shot and killed outside a school 
in North Philly. I covered the actual event, and 
when the case was in court, the mother was kind 
enough to allow me travel with them to and from 
the courthouse on a bus. The killer’s family was 
also on the bus and they’re talking about the case 
being bulls*it and how they can’t believe it, and 

Faheem’s mother, she was so dignified, she just 
looked out the window. It was incredible. I’m still 
thinking about it years later.
 
I see a book on the table. Tell me about it.

Wilderness Press was looking for someone to write 
Walking New Orleans, but they wanted someone 
who lived there full time. They were also looking 
for someone to do Walking Philadelphia. I knew 
it would be a lot of work. I can’t believe we got 
it done! It’s was just so fascinating. You find out 
one tidbit and want to find out more. I had to cut 
30,000 words.
 
Did writing this book change the way you see 

Philly?

I really love Philly more. Every time I went to 
a neighborhood I went, oh, I could live here. 
Neighborhoods I thought I never wanted to be 
in—I better not name them by name—I thought, 
this place is really cool!
 
Do you have a favorite walk?

I learned the most about the Gayborhood. From 
learning about John Wannamaker, to learning that 
the woman who started Mother’s Day spent the 
rest of her life trying to denounce it, to learning 
about Mary the Hat…lots of fun things.
 
How should people use this book?

If you’ve been in a neighborhood, read that tour. 
I guarantee that you’ll find at least one new thing. 
I really think on each tour you’ll learn something.
 
How do people get a copy? 

It’s on Amazon. My sister, Tricia Pompilio, did the 
photos. She was in film and TV and was taking time 
off to raise kids. She’s a really good photographer, 
so we partnered on this. My husband did the maps.
 
If money and time were no object, what would 

you most like to write?

The post-Katrina New Orleans story is not over, I 
mean it’s pretty much over in terms of people being 
interested in it, but there are so many nooks and 
crannies to explore. The story of the transgender 
kid popped up because I went to an LGBTQ event 
and met them and went, ‘oh they’re good.’ I just 
want to talk to people and let them tell me things.
 
Is there anything else you’d like to say to Queen 

Villagers about the state of journalism or telling 

stories?

It makes me so angry when people say the news is 
fake. You don’t know how hard these people work! 
I would bet 99% of them are like me and they’re 
sweating it out. I worked election day and it was 
very stressful, because when you said you were a 
reporter, people were in your face, taking pictures 
of your ID, trying to intimidate. Please don’t give 
up on newspapers and reading long stories!
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TALE OF 3 BOOKSTORES
HOW THEY’RE STAYING ALIVE — DESPITE AMAZON’S DOMINANCE

BY JIM MURPHY

If you’re a book lover  – you’re very fortunate to 
live in Queen Village. 

Why?  Despite wrenching changes in the book 
industry caused by Amazon, Queen Village 
residents still have a number of wonderful 
independent bookstores close by.

For this special issue on “The Power of Print,” 
QVNA Magazine visited Head House Books, 
Brickbat Books and Mostly Books, all award-
winning bookstores featured on just about any 
online list you’ll find.

Garland of Letters at 527 South Street, which 
describes itself on Yelp as offering “self-
discovery/non-fiction books,” chose not to be 
interviewed.

Each of the three local bookstores we spoke to 
seems to have staked out a profitable niche –
while major retail chains like Borders have gone 
out of business.

This same trend appears to be playing out across 
the country. Indie booksellers grew 30% since 
2009, the New York Times reported in 2016, with 

sales up 10 percent the previous year.

Here’s a brief look at Queen Village’s top 
independent bookshops:

MOSTLY BOOKS 
529 Bainbridge Street
Owner: Joe Russakoff
Year opened: 1997

What you’ll find: 100,000 used books, plus 
movies, music, and photographs in a huge old 
warehouse whose rooms seems endless.

How it started: A friend of Joe’s, who planned 
to open a store on Bainbridge Street, changed 
his mind. Since Joe’s family had been in the used 
book business, he took the spot over. Joe says 
he was “in a jam and had to do something fast.”

Famous competition: “I put Tower and Borders 
out of business,” he jokes. “I outlasted them.”

Chief selling point for his store: “Wandering 
around” and taking time to look at all the books. 
You can even be on a date here, he says.

Personal thrill:  “It’s always interesting to get 
a new box of books. I feel like a customer, but 
I get first dibs.”

Estate sales: He tells people who bring in books 
of the deceased, “We’ll find good homes for 
those.”

Changing tastes: People still buy mysteries 
and romance novels, but need more intellectual 
reasons to buy books today. They don’t buy “as 
much fun stuff,” he says.

Business frustration:  Joe took over the old 
AIDS Thrift warehouse next door for awhile, then 
the price soared. It took him a year to move the 
books back to his original quarters. “I paid big 
rent just to clean it out,” he says.

Best section:  Black history, gender studies.

Overlooked section: Poetry; he has a couple 
bookcases of it.

Biggest disappointment: “There are so many 
books in here I’ll never get a chance to read.”

july 2017

Queen Village residents enjoy unique displays at Head House Books (left) and Brickbat Books (right).
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Swapping: Mostly Books will swap books, 
movies and CDs for a store credit. Book credit 
is only good for other books.

Dogs: Are welcome.

Yelp Online Review: 
“The only bad thing about this place is that it 
rubs your face in the fact that there are just too 
many books to read and not enough life to read 
even a quarter of them. Apart from that, this 
place is heaven on earth to those who love to 
hold the printed word in their hands and turn 
those glorious pages.” – Donna D.

BRICKBAT BOOKS
709 S. 4th Street
Owner: Patrick Richardson Graham
Year opened on S. 4th St.: 2008 

Why he started it: On a dare from his wife. After 
a friend lost his job, Patrick told him, “You should 
open a bookshop. Why go into another crummy 
job.” At that, Patrick’s wife said to him: “You have 
a crappy job. Why don’t you open a bookstore?”  
He did – a used bookstore and café in Old City. 
After ten years there, he moved to Fabric Row.

What you’ll find:  An assortment of new and 
used literature, poetry, art, photography and 
children’s books “that are off the beaten track” 
– all wonderfully displayed on large bookshelves 
he built himself.

Patrick’s interests: He always was “bookish,” 
and has an art background.

Who the shop attracts: People from the 
neighborhood as well as different cities and 
countries, families with kids, hipster kids from 
South Street, academics, artists, bookish folks 
of all types. Also, those who stumble in the door 
more out of curiosity than anything else.

What he enjoys: “The fun part is selling things 
you love.”

How he decides what to stock: “For better 
or worse, the shop and its books reflect my 
idiosyncrasies and interests.”

Promoting his business: Patrick schedules 
events he would love to go to. “Having folks 
come to the store to read or perform who I’ve 
been a fan of for years is still pretty exciting.”

How to learn about these live events: 
Stop by the shop to sign up or email him at: 

brickbatbooks@gmail.com.

Selling? He also buys books, everything from 
artist’s monographs to pulp fiction, children’s 
books to poetry.

Dogs: Are welcome.

Yelp Online Review:
“For the size space you could certainly cram 
a lot more books in here, but that is not the 
point of this store; it's more about depth than 
breadth.  My favorite is their art book section. 
They also have a quirky section of vintage kid 
books. Venture in here when you have time to be 
absorbed in another world and really browse.” 
–  Kendrah R.

HEAD HOUSE BOOKS
619 S. 2nd St.
Owner: Richard De Wyngaert

His dream: Starting Head House Books in 2005. 
The economy of 2008 was a challenge, but the 
store has been growing ever since.

What you’ll find: an attractive display of literary 
fiction, non-fiction, children’s books, artisanal 
greeting cards, and fine chocolate. 

It’s designed to be:  a haven – without sensory 
overload: “A place that enriches the experience 
and quiets the spirit.”

Richard’s goal: “I want someone to walk in and 
be surprised at what they see, and walk out with 
a book they didn't expect to walk out with.  I 
want to stretch boundaries, not reinforce them.”

What he loves to hear:  “I’ve got to get out of 
here before I buy the whole store.” (Richard did.)

A focus on young people: “Children feel 

welcomed and catered to,” Richard says. “Many 
parents and grandparents fund accounts, so their 
child can walk home with a book whenever they 
need a new read!” The store also hosts a story 
time every week for little ones.

Richard’s background:  art and business. He 
loves to paint, collect, and write. Penguin books 
liked his store displays so much it put them on 
Pinterest, noting they “whet our appetites.”

What he believes: “The happiness of your life 
depends upon the quality of your thoughts.” 
This quote by Marcus Aurelius is on one of the 
store’s bookmarks.

Customer service extras:  Head House Books 
will order any title not on its shelves for customers 
– often within 24 hours, with free delivery and also 
complimentary gift wrapping. The store sends 
out twice-weekly emails describing new fiction 
and non-fiction, and scheduled author readings. 
The web site also reviews current books, staff 
picks and includes a variety of reading lists for 
parents, young girls, young boys, cooks and 
more.

Are dogs welcome? “Of course, “ Richard says. 
“My French bulldog Arnold is always there!”

Yelp Online Review:
“I absolutely adore this place. From the second 
you walk in everything is warm and welcoming. 
The lighting, the decor, the staff. I just came 
in to browse because I'd been looking for an 
independent bookstore and had checked a few 
out. Head House Books is by far my favorite.” 
– Rebecca H. 

There you have it .   Three independent 
bookstores in Queen Village, all within a short 
walking distance. Check them out for yourself. 

Photography by Amanda Hall Studios

A curated selection of  books on display at Head House Books.
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Philadelphia’s Newspaper  
Wars of the 1790 s

BY MICHAEL SCHREIBER

In the closing years of the 18th century, politics in the United States, and in 

its capital city, Philadelphia, had become fiercely partisan. The Federalist 

Party held the presidency and a majority in Congress, but the Democratic 

Republicans, led by Thomas Jefferson and James Madison, were gaining 

ground, with a base among the farmers and among artisans and laboring 

people in the cities.

In 1798, the John Adams administration was preparing for war with France. 

A major grievance of the U.S. government was the fact that French naval 

ships and privateers were seizing American trading vessels. As the ice broke 

on the Delaware, the newly completed USS United States was released from 

her moorings, and moved downriver to be made ready for naval action.

The Adams administration and congressional members of the Federalist 

Party were terrified that oppositionists at home, sympathetic to the French 

Revolutionary government, would undermine their war preparations. As 

a consequence, on the ninth anniversary of the fall of the Bastille, July 14, 

1798, President Adams signed the Alien and Sedition Acts.

The Alien Acts authorized the president to imprison or deport non-citizens 

considered dangerous to the “public peace and safety” in times of war or 

threat of war against the United States, and raised the residency requirement 

to gain citizenship from five to 14 years. Under the Sedition Acts, publicly 

speaking or writing in “malicious” opposition to the president or to Congress 

could be deemed an act of libel or even treason, and be punished by fines 

or prison.

The newspapers that supported the Democratic Republican Party, like the 

Aurora and General Advertiser, were fiercely critical of the new laws, realizing 

that they were aimed in large part at themselves. Aurora editor Benjamin 

Franklin Bache (the grandson of Benjamin Franklin) printed a humorous 

rejoinder to the new legislation: “Advertisement Extraordinary! Orator Mum 

The 1798 fight on the floor of  Congress between Democratic Republican Congressman Matthew Lyon 
(holding tongs) and Federalist Congressman Roger Griswold. Lyon, who opposed the preparations for war by 
the Adams administration, was later arrested and jailed under the Sedition Acts.
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takes this very orderly method of announcing to 

his fellow citizens that a THINKING CLUB will be 

established in a few days at the sign of the Muzzle 

in Gag Street.”

The day before the Sedition Acts went into effect, 

July 13, Aurora’s outspoken and hard-drinking 

commentator James T. Callender, fearing 

prosecution, fled the city for Virginia. He left his 

wife behind in Philadelphia—who soon died in the 

horrible yellow fever epidemic that was taking over 

the city. But flight did not save Callender from the 

Sedition Acts; the following year, while living in 

Richmond, Va., he was indicted and sentenced to 

nine months in jail. In the meantime, Bache hired 

William Duane to take Callender’s place as the 

Aurora’s leading editorial writer and political gadfly.

Bache was taking a chance on the wild-eyed, 

bearded Duane—who seemed to have a knack 

of engaging in quarrels with his employers, first 

in India, then in England, and then here, having 

recently left the pro-Federalist Philadelphia Gazette 

after arguments with the publisher, Andrew Brown. 

Now Duane seemed to have tumbled to his nadir. 

Since he was out of funds and unable to pay the 

rent, the landlady threw him and his family out of 

their quarters. A month later, just as Duane took on 

his new job at the Aurora, his wife died of cholera.

In the meantime, Benjamin Franklin Bache, so 

daring in his mockery of the Adams administration, 

was arrested and charged with libeling the 

“President & the Executive Government in a 

manner tending to excite sedition.” However, he 

died of yellow fever while in jail on Sept. 10, before 

he could stand trial. William Duane joined with 

Mrs. Bache as the new editors of the Aurora. Later, 

Duane married Bache’s widow.

Of course, the Federalists had their own partisan 

press, whose editors poured out a flood of 

accusations against Duane and other “radicals” 

and “Jacobins.” Major targets of their invective 

were supporters of the Irish struggle against 

British colonialism, who had organized a chapter 

of the United Irishmen in Philadelphia. At first, the 

Federalist editors accused the United Irishmen 

of attempting to stir up the African-American 

community against the ruling order. Although 

those charges failed to stick, the Federalists were 

soon handed a spectacular chance to denounce 

the Irish activists for fomenting violence in a church 

holy ground.

On Feb. 9, 1799, four men — Duane, Dr. James 

Reynolds (a well-known Irish patriot), Samuel 

Cummings (a journeyman printer at the Aurora) 

and Robert Moore, Esq. (who had arrived from 

Londonderry six weeks earlier) — were arrested on 

charges of assault and riot. Reynolds was charged 

with the additional count of assault with intent to 

kill a person on the scene — one James Gallagher 

Jr., a rather fanatical Federalist supporter.

The alleged riot on that rather chilly Sunday took 

place when the accused men came to St. Mary’s 

Catholic Church on Fourth St. to ask Irish immigrants 

among the parishioners to sign a petition asking 

Congress to repeal the Alien Acts. Dr. Reynolds, 

who stood in the churchyard gathering signatures, 

was soon confronted by a group of angry members 

of the congregation whom Gallagher had rounded 

up. Some shoving took place; Reynolds drew a 

pistol and waved it at Gallagher, but Gallagher 

quickly knocked it from his hands. In Reynolds’ 

trial, it came out that he carried a pistol, because 

members of the U.S. Congress had warned him 

that he was the subject of an assassination plot.

Reynolds, Duane, and the other defendants were 

found not guilty by the court, which enraged the 

Federalist press. A month later, when some people 

of Irish heritage organized a social gathering to 

celebrate St. Patrick’s Day, Andrew Brown of the 

Philadelphia Gazette saw the opportunity to 

caricature the lot of them: “On Monday, the 18th 

[of March 1799], a number of United Irishmen 

assembled to get drunk together at a private house, 

having neither the cash nor credit to procure an 

entertainment at a public one — Dr. Reynolds was 

unanimously called to the chair — what a villainous 

gang must it have been when he was the chief!”

A few days later, a man who had attended the 

St. Patrick’s Day banquet went to the offices of 

the Philadelphia Gazette, asking “satisfaction” 

from Brown for the editorial “attack” upon him. A 

struggle ensued, which was relayed in subsequent 

editions of the Gazette as an unprovoked assault 

upon the editor by “two ruffians” and “members 

of the United Irishmen,” whom he drove away after 

striking one of them with an umbrella. One of the 

men, the Philadelphia Gazette reported, “said his 

name is O’Flanaghan, and [he] might be heard of 

at the Office of the Aurora.”

John Fenno, editor of the influential Gazette of 

the United States, stood in solidarity with Brown 

and called upon Philadelphians to rise against the 

Irish “renegades.” Fenno cited with approval the 

suggestion by a certain “Citizen” that a vigilante 

corps be organized to patrol the city: “In the event 

of the volunteer troops being ordered to quell the 

insurrection at Northampton [the so-called Fries’s 

Rebellion in Bucks County], an armed association 

should be immediately formed to protect the city 

against the United Irishmen and other freebooters, 

who are still tolerated among us.”

And indeed, a group of vigilantes, about 30 

pro-Federalist cavalrymen, soon stormed the 

offices of the Aurora in Franklin Court, a couple 

of streets from the courtroom where the trial of 

alleged insurrectionist John Fries was in progress. 

According to the Aurora, the main leader of 

the mob was the sugar refiner Peter Mierken, a 

lieutenant in the cavalry who had lately studied 

boxing in London with the famous Jewish prize-

fighter Daniel Mendoza.

Some of Mierken’s accomplices held the Aurora’s 

pressmen at bay with pistols; they then seized 

editor William Duane and dragged him into the 

street. The assailants demanded to know what 

troops the Aurora had alluded to in an article in 

the previous day’s edition that was critical of the 

recent conduct of federal forces sent to put down 

Fries’s Rebellion. When Duane refused to answer, 

Mierken, in an exhibition of the prowess he had 

gained in Mendoza’s boxing ring, sent a ringing 

blow to the editor’s jaw. Duane managed to escape 

through the arches of his building and into the 

interior of Franklin Court — but he was pursued 

and beaten again with fists and a whip.

The next day, after rumors had spread that the 

Aurora offices were targeted by arsonists, a group 

of Duane’s Democratic Republican associates 

organized a defense guard outside the building. 

But the thugs did not return. According to the 

Aurora, Mierken later declared that he had 

considered killing Duane, but he was unable to 

aim his deathblow, since one of the cavalrymen had 

already pummeled Duane to the ground.

By that time, the winds of war with France had 

receded. In 1800, the national capital moved to 

the new city of Washington, Jefferson and the 

Democratic Republicans defeated Adams for 

the presidency, and the violent battles in which 

newspaper editors were in the front lines cooled 

down. 

The Jefferson administration allowed most of the 

Alien and Sedition Acts to expire, but a remaining 

portion of the Alien Enemies Act was used during 

World War II to detain Japanese Americans in 

concentration camps. The law is still on the books 

today.
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In the aftermath of  budget cuts, many public schools no longer have a 
librarian to support the students, teachers or curriculum.  The Meredith 
School in Queen Village is fortunate to have Arline Billbrough on hand 
to open their library.  Duncan Spencer recently spoke with Arline about 
her role at the school and methods that she uses to engage young readers.          

When did you start working at the Meredith School library?
I started working in the Meredith library when my daughter was in second 
grade. The librarian retired and a teacher was running the library. I began 
to help her with the books. Then she was required to take over a second-
grade class in the middle of the year. I stayed here working and never left. 
I thought the library was the one place that needed to stay open. Even 
though I do not have a library science degree, I taught myself everything 
I could to keep the library in working order, and passed the Philadelphia 
School District’s LIMA exam.

What kinds of books do your students like?
I believe there are two types of readers. There are readers who are only 
interested in information, and readers who want a good story. I try to find 
books that combine the two categories and satisfy both groups of readers. 

The Notorious Benedict Arnold by Steve Sheinkin is one example, and 
Trapped in Ice by Martin W. Sandler is another.  Both tell of a time period 
with which many readers are not familiar, and the stories are engrossing. 
These types of books are scattered throughout the library, and I try to steer 
students toward them when they are on the fence about what to read.

What is especially popular? 
Graphic novels have come on the scene in a big way. Originally, they 
were mostly for older readers, but in the past eight or so years there have 
been many published with the younger reader in mind. Language and 
images are toned for age-appropriate reading. I started to develop the 
Graphic Novel section of our library when I realized there was a portion of 
the student population that struggled with reading and couldn’t find the 
interest. I began to purchase graphic novels that were regular novels first 
— only the very first installment. After getting a child to read the graphic 
novel, I would tell them that the story they had read continued, and where 
to find the actual novels.

What are kids asking for now?
For children, media connections drive a lot of interest in books. I will have 
a book on the shelves for a few years, trying to get someone to read it, and 
won’t have any success until they see coming attractions in the movies or 

The Role of  
a School Librarian

BY DUNCAN SPENCER
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Arline Billbrough poses next to stacks of  fiction (left).  An inspiring 
bust of  Abraham Lincoln is a feature in the library (right). 



on TV about that same book. Then I can’t keep it 
in the library for any length of time.

How do you get children to want to read?
Not too much has changed in my approach to 
reading and getting students to read. I ask the 
same questions, like ”what are you interested in? 
What is your favorite movie/TV show? What was 
the best thing you ever read?” If I can get answers 
to these questions, I can find a book for them. J.K. 
Rowling has said, “If you don’t like to read, you 
haven’t found the right book.”� I believe that is true.

Have school libraries changed very much 
in recent years?
The library at Meredith is not a social place like 
it can be in the public libraries. We do have 
computers and books and magazines, but the 
atmosphere is a bit different, because it is within 
a school setting. Students enjoy coming to hear 
stories and watch films sometimes, but the majority 
of the time is spent borrowing books and doing 
research.

What did the library mean to you when you 
were growing up?
The library was always a special place to me as 
a child and I do believe it has that same magic 
today. I have tried to fill our library with interesting 
objects and books to spark curiosity. When I was 
a child going to the library, a number of reference 
books were not allowed out of the building. Those 
of course were the ones you especially wanted to 
take home and peruse for hours. I have relaxed 
some of those rules, because I felt that a child 
should be able to do just that. Do I lose a few to 
carelessness? Sometimes. But I know that the book 
held magic for someone and it was important for 
the child to experience it.

Every child in this building comes to this library to 
borrow, and so do the teachers and staff. I have 
helped teachers find just the right book for a read-
aloud on a subject the class is working on, or a few 
books to place in the room to enhance the subject 
while it is being taught.

Who are the largest users, and for what?
One of the newer frequent users of the library are 
the older students in grades sixth through eighth. 
When I started working in the library, I noticed that 
there was not a Young Adult section, a special area 
just for them, so I carved out a space to house 
it.  Young adult novels have become very popular, 
and some very notable authors have turned their 
writing skills towards this population: Joyce Carol 
Oates, Walter Mosely, James Patterson, and Carl 
Hiaasen to name a few. These novels deal with 
subject matter that the older students are curious 
about and interested in reading.

What has changed for you?
With all that said, I don’t believe the experience 
of the library has changed much. It is a place to 
explore and enjoy and I see that in the faces of our 
students when they walk through my door. They 
are always disappointed if the library is closed.

What changes do you like? Or dislike?
I have an (I guess) old-fashioned attitude about 
books, but I know that I am not alone in these 
feelings. I could never read a novel on a tablet. I 
like the tactile experience of having a book in my 
hands, the smell of the paper and turning of the 
pages. This all gives the story I am reading, more 
weight and realness somehow.

What surprises you? 
It is always a surprise to me when children tell 
me that they don’t like to read. I grew up reading 
and try my best to find just the right book for 
them. Being in a school setting, I am with these 
children as they grow and see their interests 
change. I can keep close to who they are becoming 
and recommend a book that would be just right 
for them at whatever age they happen to be. I 
recently had an older student come to me for a 
recommendation. I walked over to the shelf and 
picked out a book and told her to read the inside 
cover.  I thought she may be interested in reading 
that particular novel. She read it, looked up at me 
and said, “How do you do that? You always know 
exactly what I want to read!” Those words always 
give me great satisfaction; it is why I am here. I am 
a book-matcher, and would do the same thing all 
over again, in a library setting or a store. 

What should I have asked but didn’t?
The passing on a love of reading is important. In 
this time in our country, I believe reading, finding 
information for one’s self and not taking things 
at face value, is extremely important. Teaching 
children to do this a must if we are to raise thinking 
adults to carry on in the world.
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A selection of  popular fiction draws young readers.
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Are you looking to purchase, borrow, or 
donate books or graphic novels?  Want 
to keep up with the latest newspapers, 
magazines, and periodicals?  If so, here is a 
listing of some of the bookstores, libraries, 
comic book, thrift stores and general stores 
located in or near Queen Village.

Fiction and Non-Fiction

Brickbat Books
709 S. 4th Street
(215) 592-1207
brickbatbooks.blogspot.com

Seller of beautiful books, new and used, 
including rare editions and artfully-created 
books.  Inventory includes children's books, 
literature, poetry, art books, graphic novels, 
rare and limited edition ephemera.

Garland of Letters
527 South Street
(215) 923-5946
facebook.com/Garland-of-LettersBookstore-111626625539276
Offering unique gifts, a large variety of 

incense, and a wide array of books on 
topics ranging from religion to alternative 
medicine, yoga, and meditation.  A South 
Street fixture since 1972; this isn’t just a 
bookstore, it is an experience. 

Head House Books
619 S. 2nd Street
(215) 923-9525
headhousebooks.com

Carefully curated selection of books, a 
knowledgable staff, and an ambiance that 
enriches the act of book discovery.  This 
“Best of Philly” bookstore has been a 
Queen Village favorite for over a decade.

Mostly Books
529 Bainbridge Street
(215) 238-9838
mostlybooksphilly.com

Nineteenth century workshops and stables 
that house a collection of over 100,000 
books plus movies, photographs, and 
music.  Also offers a “book swap” credit 

toward future purchases.

Philly AIDS Thrift
710 S. 5th Street
(215) 922-3186
phillyaidsthrift.com

Aimless browsing is strongly encouraged 
at this Queen Village stronghold, where 
generously donated books are sold to 
benefit the AIDS Fund.  Free books are 
often available in the bins in front of the 
store.

Wooden Shoe Books
704 South Street
(215) 413-0999
woodenshoebooks.com

An all-volunteer democratic collective that 
features an array of anarchist and radical 
literature.  This non-profit has been a South 
Street fixture since the late 1990s.

Just Your Type
BY AMY GRANT
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Bill Grubb, Associate Broker
610-220-6203 direct . 610-649-4500 office

Bill.Grubb@foxroach.com
www.grubbadvantage.com

For a Free Market Snapshot of House Values
go to BestPhillyHomeValues.com

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC
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Graphic Novels

Atomic City Comics
638 South Street
(215) 625-9613
facebook.com/atomiccitycomics

Offering a large selection of comics and manga series along with 
pop culture merchandise.  Frequently hosts parties, meet-and-
greet events, and tournaments.  Also features arcade machines 
and a large assortment of toy capsule vending machines.

Brave New Worlds
55 N. 2nd Street
(215) 925-6525
bravenewworldscomics.com

Started on a dare on April Fool's Day, this Old City mainstay has 
been serving the greater Philadelphia area's comic book and toy 
needs for over 20 years.  Featuring a vast collection of new and 
used graphic novels along with toys and other merchandise.

Libraries

Charles Santore Library 
932 S. 7th Street
(215) 686-1766
libwww.freelibrary.org/locations/charles-santore-library

Located in Bella Vista, this branch of the Free Library of Philadelphia 
advances literacy, guides learning and inspires curiosity.  Other 
amenities include computers, meeting spaces, photocopiers, and 
wireless internet access.

Newspapers, Magazines, and Periodicals
Newspapers and magazines can often be found at grab-and-
go chain stores like Wawa or pharmacies like CVS.  Here we 
showcase our neighborhood's independently owned and 
operated storefronts:
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215-389-7788
Fax 215-755-6655
rchobertpainting@aol.com 
641 Reed Street, Phila. PA 19147

www.rchobertpainting.com

R.ChobeRt Painting

Michael Chobert

Creating 
Beauty  

Since 1967

Palm Tree Gourmet
901 S. 2nd Street
(215) 334-2400

A great alternative to corporately run convenient stores, this corner 
store offers breakfast salads, sandwiches, healthy products, fresh 
produce, and grocery necessities.  A selection of newspapers and 
magazines are also available for purchase.

Queen Village Food Market and Deli
629 S. 4th Street
(215) 625-2405

Offering imported goods, such as yogurt drinks, wafers, and 
international cheeses, plus produce, bread, and fresh cut lunch 
meats.  Among the vast array of Greek and Turkish goods, you'll 
find a decent selection of newspapers and magazines.  

South Street Philly Bagels
613 S. 3rd Street
(215) 627-6277
southstphillybagel.com

A Queen Village mainstay since the snow storm of 1996, South 
Street Philly Bagels offers a fresh selection of bagels, plus many 
flavors of cream cheese, spreads, and toppings.  Check out the 
latest issue of the Philadelphia Inquirer while you wait for your 
order.

Wiccaco Market
773 S. 4th Street
(215) 922-7735

Sandwiches, bagels and wraps and other basic groceries like 
eggs, milk, coffee, cereal, and fruit can be found at this Fabric 
Row convenience store.  The latest issues of local newspapers are 
often available here as well.  
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I like to read at the doctor’s office and 
I like to read on the bus.  I'm currently 
reading a book called “Letters of Hart 
Crane and His Family.” Crane was a semi-
famous American poet from the 1920s. 
Poetically, he plunged to his death from 
the back of a ship after a sailor rejected 
his amorous advances. His father invented 
the “Lifesaver” candy; his mother was a 
Cleveland socialite, hypochondriac and 
Christian Scientist. I've actually never 

read Crane’s poetry, but the letters 
between family and friends in New York 
in the 1920s are fascinating.  Anyway, the 
stamp on the inside cover of the book 
said “Property of the Public Library of 
Washington DC.” I thought; somebody’s 
either missing a book, or missing a library. 

My son is big on a comic book series 
called Lumberjanes.  And our comic 
book destination is Atomic Comics at 638 

Duncan's Destinations
BY DUNCAN SPENCER

South Street. The words “comic books” 
might not be the best way to describe 
what they have. They have books, tons of 
books, with graphics in them. While my 
son reads Lumberjanes, I find something 
new each time we go, like Maus, a graphic 
novel, where all characters are all either 
cats or mice, depicting the life of a Polish 
Jew who survives the Holocaust.

Last week,  I came across a series called 
Strange Fruit. Named after the 1930s 
song of the same name, it’s set in small-
town American South. On the eve of a 
historic catastrophe, an alien crash-lands 
in the in town. He is a large, wordless, 
powerfully built, naked, black man; his 
motives are unclear, but his strength is 
captivating. It’s a provoking topic and 
beautifully drawn. 

The author and illustrator of Strange Fruit, 
J.G. Jones, is a Philly native and good 
friend of the owners of Atomic Comics…
so much so that he used their likenesses 
for characters in the story.  As co-owner 
Chris Ryons describes the storyline, 
“What if Super Man, instead of crash 
landing in Smallville, crash landed in Jim 
Crow era Mississippi, and instead of a 
white alien, it is an eight-foot-tall black 
alien that comes down… there is a lot of 
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Good neighbors make great neighborhoods.  With your 
help, QVNA can support, create, and maintain  cleaner 
sidewalks, better schools, neighborhood networks,  
beautiful parks and contribute to special projects and 
respond to neighbors when they have emergency 
needs.  Make your contribution today to support QVNA.

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR OUR NEIGHBORHOOD

Go to www.qvna.org to donate online or mail a 
check to QVNA at P.O. Box 63763, Phila, PA 19147.

strife in that community, and he comes 
down and shakes things up right as the 
levy is about to break.” In the story, Chris 
Ryons character’s name is Fonder McCoy. 
“He is, ironically, from Philadelphia…he is 
an engineer who has come down to help 
stop the town from flooding, but as an 
educated black man in that time period 
his help is not exactly smiled upon.” 
Co-owner Joe Turner’s character, Sonny 
“… is a plantation worker whose mouth 
gets him into trouble…a lot,” says Ryons. 
“When Strange Fruit first came out in 
2015, there was racial backlash from both 
sides… and a lot of people were against 
it just for the name alone.“ 

“Strange Fruit Hanging in Poplar trees,” 
from the Billie Holiday song has an 
interesting back story: it was written 
by a Jewish communist from the Bronx 
named Abel Meeropol, who was moved 
write it by a famously photographed 
1930 lynching in Indiana. The photo was 
taken by Lawrence Beitler 87 years ago 
“and would become the most iconic 

photograph of lynching in America.” 
Thomas Shipp and Abram Smith were 
lynched in the town center of Marion, 
Ind., for allegedly murdering a white 
factory worker, Claude Deeter, and 
raping his companion, Mary Ball. But the 
case was never solved. The photograph 
"haunted" him "for days" so he wrote a 
poem about it, which was then printed 
in a teacher’s union publication. As an 
amateur composer, Meeropol also set his 
words to music. He played it for a New 
York club owner — who ultimately gave it 
to Billie Holiday.

The song, while it would bring fame to 
Holliday, brought suspicion and legal 
scrutiny to Abel Meeropol. The U.S. 
government thought he must have been 
paid to write it by the Communist Party, 
and they hauled him in for investigation. 
The fact that Abel was a communist is 
perhaps not so strange then as it seems 
today. In fact many people in education 
joined the Communist Party USA. The 
Communist Party was where you went if 

you were concerned with equality, both 
economic and racial. 

Abel wrote under a pen name, Lewis 
Allen. He took that name by putting 
together the names of his two sons, who 
both died at birth. That loss brought him 
and his wife to adopt two boys, Robert 
and Michael. This was significant.  It was 
now 1953, the height of McCarthyism, 
and those two boys were the orphaned 
sons of Julius and Ethel Rosenberg – who 
had just been executed for allegedly 
sharing secret information with the 
Russians. Meeropol had met them at a 
Christmas party at the home of W.E.B. Du 
Bois, and I guess he thought adopting 
them in some way made things whole 
again. It seemed that Abel was just a man 
who cared.

There you have it local books, local 
heroes and local commerce right here on 
South Street. 

Photography by Amanda Hall Studios
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BY PIERS MARCHANT
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Better Movies Than Books
The standard adage has it that the original book remains far superior to its cinematic version, but such is not always the case. Every so often, a film is made that is vastly 

superior to the book from which it sprang. Striking a blow for cinema’s honor, then, here are four films that clearly best their source materials, with a handy percentage 
monitor to indicate exactly how much better the films are than their printed counterparts.

THE WIZARD OF OZ (1939)

Why Better? Whereas the novel by 
L. Frank Baum is similarly filled with 
munchkins, good/bad witches, and flying 
monkeys, it does not have Judy Garland, 
Technicolor, or that classic musical 
soundtrack by Harold Arlen and E.Y. 
Harburg. Think of the amount of popular 
culture affected by that film, from the 
Yellow Brick Road, to the ruby slippers, to 
those terrifying monkeys.

The Book’s Undoing: It’s hard to 
knock in many ways, as so much of the 
inventiveness of the film came directly 
from its pages, but there sure is a whole 
lot more killing going on by the jolly 
protagonist quartet. In the book, the 
cowardly lion tends to act a lot more like 
his real-life counterpart.

Percentage: 70%

JAWS (1975)

Why Better? Even though Steven 
Spielberg reportedly still has PTSD 
flashbacks about the film shoot – one that 
saw the then-callow director deal with 
massive cost overruns and huge technical 
problems stemming from the ever-failing 
shark prop – the film, behind glorious 
performances from Roy Scheider, Richard 

Dreyfus, and Robert Shaw, remains one 
of the most effectively scary thrillers ever 
made.

The Book’s Undoing: Even if the 
screenplay is credited to a nebulous 
number of people (it remains in hot 
dispute who, exactly, wrote the infamous 
Indianapolis scene), it’s still a good sight 
better than Peter Benchley’s source 
novel, whose clunky opening line “The 
great fish moved silently through the 
night water…”) portends worse things 
to come. Benchley, who makes a brief 
appearance in the film, is one of the listed 
writers for the screenplay, so maybe he 
was just better at dialogue than prose.

Percentage: 85%

THE SILENCE OF THE LAMBS (1991)

Why Better? Look, even if you adore 
Thomas Harris, you have to admit 
Jonathan Demme’s interpretation of 
the book is vastly more disturbing and 
technically auspicious. The film swept 
the Academy Awards that year, winning 
for Actress, Actor, Screenplay, Director, 
and Best Picture, which isn’t always a sign 
of quality, but in this case deservedly so, 
Clarice.

The Book’s Undoing: Again, can’t fault 

the man’s imagination, as he did bring 
the world Hannibal Lecter and all, but 
with lines like “..Starling’s self-interest 
snuffled ahead like a keen beagle,” I 
think we’re all better of with Ted Tally’s 
screenplay. Also, Demme’s direction is 
absolutely masterful.

Percentage: 50%

THE SHINING (1980)

Why Better? Stanley Kubrick famously 
once called up the novel’s author, 
Stephen King, as the reclusive director 
was working on the screenplay and 
asked if King believed in God. When King 
assured him he did, Kubrick said simply “I 
thought so,” and hung up.

The Book’s Undoing: What Kubrick 
was getting at was the way King’s novel 
offers up redemption for Jack Torrance 
at the end, turning the climax somewhat 
mawkishly sentimental. Kubrick had no 
such predilection for fanciful closure, 
and instead gave us one of the all-time 
creepiest closing shots in cinematic 
history.

Percentage: 85%, and I know this would 
anger both his fans, and King himself, 
who is outspoken against Kubrick’s 
version, but it’s undeniable.
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ADAPTING OUR VILLAGE VOICE
BY AMY GRANT

Print media is not dead in Queen 
Village. It lives through the pages of 
the publication you are holding in your 
hands. Here status updates are spun 
into stories. Images are presented 
without filters, stickers, or memes. 
And tweets are turned into tales. 

What makes the printed word so 
compelling?  For me, an e-reader 
doesn’t replace the feeling of holding 
a paper in my hands or the physical 
act of turning a page. And it’s not like I 
am a technological luddite. I am a web 
developer.

A few years ago, I tried going 
paper-free. I converted all of my 
paper periodicals to their electronic 
counterparts.  Vanity Fair, Sunset 
Magazine, Times Literary Supplement, 
The New Yorker, and the New York 
Review of Books all started coming 
into my virtual inbox – as opposed 
to the physical one.  Within three 
months, I stopped reading all these 
publications.  

Oddly enough, I consume the 
electronic word differently than the 
printed word. When presented with 
a clickable table of contents, I bypass 
headlines based on their subject 
matter. Given the option to scroll, I skip 
over paragraph after paragraph.  As 
a result, the act of reading stopped 
being pleasurable. Turns out: I was 
not alone. All of the editors of this 
magazine experienced something 
similar.

This led us to take a hard look at 
our neighborhood newsletter. It 
was designed to showcase brief 
announcements, event listings and 
short blurbs. Information printed there 
was nearly identical to what appeared 
in our weekly e-mail digest.  So, we 
decided we needed to distinguish our 
paper voice from our digital one.

To do this, we started from 
scratch.  Our new publication needed 
to address the following goals:

1. Engage Neighbors: The 
newsletter should contain articles 
that publicize a wide range of 
interests, promote neighborhood 
projects and initiatives … and 
provide myriad opportunities for 
community building. 

2. Recognizable Iconography: The 
newsletter should be aesthetically 

pleasing – with a fresh, modern 
design that promotes Queen 
Village as a vibrant, dynamic 
neighborhood.

3. Lasting Interest: Each issue of 
the newsletter should be centered 
around a specific theme and 
feature a collection of supporting 
articles that remain interesting and 
relevant long after the publication 
date.

4. Neighborhood History: The 
newsletter should feature 
articles about our history as 
Philadelphia’s first settlement and 
oldest neighborhood, so we can 
remember our past and build on it 
for the future.

The result: QVNA Magazine – A printed 
publication designed to appeal to a 
digitally-connected community. Let us 
know how you think we’re doing.

The evolution of  a neighborhood publication from a newsletter to a magazine.
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BY JIM MURPHY
To me, Philadelphia’s Immigration Station at Pier 
53 is a sacred spot. It’s where over one million 
immigrants entered our country, most of them 
fleeing religious persecution or devastating 
poverty. 

But many current residents don’t even know the 
Immigration Station once existed at the foot of 
Washington Avenue and Columbus Boulevard. 

Bui ld ing the Immigrat ion Stat ion  in 
Philadelphia was part of strategic plan by the 
Pennsylvania Railroad (PRR) to compete with 
its rival, the New York Central Railroad, on a 
global basis. 

The most powerful and influential business 
enterprise in the U.S. at that time, the PRR hoped 
to steer immigrants away from New York and 
transport them to the hinterlands on Philadelphia 
trains.

After joining forces with the International 
Navigation Company to build four transatlantic 
liners at Kensington’s William Cramp and Sons 
Shipbuilding Company, the railroad began 
advertising Philadelphia and its station as a 
shorter, more direct route to the U.S. – with a 
lower fare. 

Ads in Eastern Europe proclaimed that 
Philadelphia was 100 miles nearer to the West 

than New York. And the marketing worked.
One publication, Hamagid (The Preacher), 
praised the port of Philadelphia and the 
Pennsylvania Railroad as “the best and most 
reliable for emigrants who are going to the 
American West.”

“Within a short few years,” said the National 
Archives at Philadelphia,“ the railroad was 
able to increase its profits by 40%. This vertical 
integration helped the Pennsylvania Railroad 
become the largest railroad by traffic and 
revenue in the U.S. throughout the first two-
thirds of the 20th Century.”

INTERESTING ODDITIES

•  Under the United States Immigration Act, 
single women could be prohibited from 
entering the country “unless expected 
by relatives who give bond for their 
support.” That probably was why part of the 
examination room at the station was called 
the “Altar.” And why author Frederick R. 
Miller says in “Philadelphia: Immigrant City” 
that “many hurried unions were celebrated 
on the spot.”

• As an entry point, Philadelphia, then the 
largest freshwater port in the world, had 
several disadvantages. One, it was 200 
miles further from Europe than New York. 
Two, since ships coming here traveled 
almost 110 miles from the ocean up the 

Delaware River, land was in sight the entire 
time. That could be very frustrating to 
travelers.

• Even so, 19,807 immigrants entered the 
U.S. at Philadelphia in the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1894. Of that number, 8,398 
stayed in Pennsylvania. More than 4,200 
were heading to New York, and 93 as far as 
California. Germany (4,227), Ireland (3,747), 
and Russia (3,385) represented the home 
countries of the largest arriving groups. 
Only 53 Italians entered here that year; most 
of them came into New York and traveled 
to Philadelphia by train.

Celebrate your immigrant ancestors and go 
to Pier 53. It’s just a short walk on a gravel path 
from Washington Avenue at Columbus Blvd. 
Head between the Coast Guard Station and the 
Sheet Metal Workers Local 19 Training Center.

Sit down on the many wooden benches and 
enjoy the greenery and scenery. Be sure to go up 
the 16-foot spiral staircase of the “Land Buoy,” 
a sculpture offering you a birds-eye view of the 
river and the city. 

Think about how your relatives felt as they first 
stepped on American soil.

And thank them for all they went through to 
get here. You owe them that much.
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The Illustration: Engraving of  landing place of  European Steamers, and Pennsylvania Railroad Station, 
Philadelphia, c. 1887. Reproduced from Tariff of  Immigrant Fares from Philadelphia Issued by the Immigrant 
Clearing House Committee, in Effect April 1st, 1887.

FAST FACTS

Name: Immigration Station, Pier 53

Opened: 1873

Demolished: 1915

Marker Location: Christopher Columbus Blvd. at 
Washington Ave., next to the US Coast Guard 
Station, Philadelphia

Dedication Date:  September 14, 1994

Claim to Fame: Over 1 million immigrants entered 
the U.S. here

PHILLY'S IMMIGRATION  
STATION AT PIER 53
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I frequently meet parents in my office 
looking for enrichment activities for 
their kids, but not wanting to spend a 
fortune to do so. While Philadelphia 
has a number of fun and free kids 
programs, museums, and events, 
not all of them are easily accessible. 
Schlepping kids across the city on 
public transportation can be a feat 
in itself, not to mention taming them 
enough to trust them in front of 
priceless artwork, historic landmarks 
or water hazards. So when advising 
families about where to find free fun 
in our city, I tell them to look no further 
than their local library. With iPads and 
Kindles everywhere, recommending 
a library makes me feel old school. 
Some of my best childhood memories 
come from running around the large, 
musty bookshelves in our local library, 

discovering an old tome that felt like 
a hidden treasure before my mom 
called us back to the kids’ section. 
I am hoping my kids develop these 
memories too.

The Free Library of Philadelphia has 
a great kids’ website, full of games 
and reading lists for different ages. 
You can also find a list of story times 
at branches around the city, which 
is how I found the story time at 
Santore Library (932 South 7th Street). 
Surrounded by books, the kids’ 
section of the library also has stuffed 
animals, bean bags, mazes, puzzles 
and other toys, encouraging play and 
exploration. This is not a place where 
you are expected to sit in silence, but 
rather a place to inspire language 
development, whether reading or 

Getting to Know  
Your Neighborhood 

Library
BY KATIE LOCKWOOD, MD
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babbling.

At Santore Library, Librarian Lindsey 
leads groups of children in a series 
of songs, dances, and stories every 
Tuesday. Lindsey works hard to 
instill a love of literature in even the 
littlest Philadelphians. She always 
remembers them by name and 
helps them search for even the most 
obscure books. In addition to story 
times, Santore offers ESL tutoring, 
yoga, tech support, and Minecraft 
club, among other things.

Our family has just scratched the 
surface of what the library can offer 
us, but we are looking forward to 
exploring more opportunities, and 
hope you do too.
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AROUND the Village

“BE GOOD NEIGHBORS” SIGNAGE INSTALLED 
IN QUEEN VILLAGE

Over the winter, the Quality of Life 
Committee partnered with Paradigm 
Gallery and HAHA x Paradigm to engage 
Philadelphia street artist Kid Hazo in 
the creation and installation of signage 
reminding Villagers and visitors to be 
on their best behavior. The signs can 
be seen throughout the neighborhood. 
The project was made possible through 
a grant from QVNA. 

QVNA MAGAZINE RECEIVES NATIONAL AWARD

The QVNA Magazine received 2nd 
Place in the 2017 Neighborhoods USA 
(NUSA) Newsletter Competition, an 
award that acknowledges excellence 
i n  n e i g h b o r h o o d  n e w s l e t t e r s . 
Submissions are evaluated on branding, 
aesthetics & design, technical layout, 
content/information, and outreach 
& involvement.  Many thanks to our 
volunteers -- contributors, editors, 
and block distributors -- whose tireless 
efforts have made it  possible for 
QVNA to produce an “award-winning” 
publication. The magazine was also 
honored last year.

classifieds
PERSONAL HOME SERVICE

A LITTLE BIT OF EVERYTHING
House Cleaning, Senior Care,  
Pet Care, Odd Jobs, Concierge  
and much more since 1996  

Bruce Lincoln
brucelincoln88@gmail.com 
215.813.7256

QVNA MAGAZINE BOXES NOW TOTAL 3

Many thanks to QVNA Board Vice 
P re s i d e n t  D u n c a n  S p e n c e r  f o r 
repurposing an abandoned newspaper 
box and using it for QVNA Magazine. 
Located on the east side of 4th Street, 
just north of Washington, this box 
serves as an additional collection point 
for neighbors on the southwest edge 
of Queen Village. Within the past year, 
Duncan has also installed boxes in front 
of Philly AIDS Thrift (5th and Bainbridge) 
and Philadelphia Java Company (2nd 
and Christian).  At all three locations, 
recent issues will be available as long 
as supplies last.

GRAPHIC DESIGN

MELISSA STITES
Freelance Designer

cargocollective.com/melissastites 
 

thisismelissastites@gmail.com 
856.466.5569

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

MARV FACTOR
• Construction Management since 1983 
• Property Management since 2006 
• Trial Attorney for 43 years 
• Expertise regarding Property Rights & 
Legal Documents

mfactor@condopropertymanagement.info 
215.370.4231



    Kathy, Patrick and the                                July/August 2017                   

         Conway Team                                   www.conwayteam.com 

HAPPY SUMMER! 
WHAT A BEGINNING!    SINCE THE LAST ISSUE WE SETTLED OVER                
      36 HOMES AND RECEIVED 12 NEW LISTINGS. 

                             THANK YOU VERY MUCH.     

     CALL US WE’D LOVE TO HELP YOU SELL OR BUY A HOME. 

 

826 S Swanson St 
  

BR+Den, 3.5 BA, Hrwd Flrs, Corner 

Space & Great Deck. $775,000 

217 Fulton St “A” 
QV! 2 Bedrooms, 1.5 Bath Condo, 

Hardwood Floors T/O, Roof Deck & 
Garage Parking. On a Charming 

Restored Cobblestone Block RED 
$450,000 

The Warwick 
1701-15 Locust St #1910 

South Side-
1296 Sq Ft, Incred Light & Space, 2 

BR, 2 BA, Windows Surround & 
Great Views. $849,000 

701 S 7th St 
(7th & Bainbridge Corner Coffee Shop) 
Great Investment Opportunity! Terrific 
Coffee Shop – 2 Great Units – 2 Decks 

+ 3 Car Parking $1,299,999 

1100 S Front St 
Investment Opp  in Red Hot Pennsport. 

Lg Corner Property. A Bar/Restaurant + a 
Bi Level 4 BR Apt Atop. Plenty of Free 

Parking across the Street. Liquor License 

not included. $559,000 

 
Exquisite Designers Rehab, 3 BR + Den, 

3.5 Spa BA, Hrwd Flrs, Parking of 

Area to enjoy morning coffee or 
evening refreshments. RED $685,000 

822 S Swanson St 

Dwelling currently used as a 
Duplex. 1st Fl: 1 BR/1 BA & Large 
Yard. 2nd Fl: Bilevel 2 BR/2.5 BA 

and Nice Deck. $495,900 

120 Manton St 

Home. Finished basement, Hard-
wood Floors, Wood Burning 

. 

Great Block RED $399,900 

770 S 18th St 
Terrific 4 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath, 

2600 Sq Ft, 98’ Deep, runs 
Street to Street Hardwood 

Floors, Decks, Garden + 4 Car 
Parking. $724,900 

826 S Front St 
Stunning Home! 

One of a Kind!  3300 Sq Ft. Running Street 
to Street , 18 x 104 Deep, Garage Parking, 

Garden, 4+BR, 3.5 BA, Fab Kitchen & 

Meredith Catchment.  $1,100,000 

950-952 S Front St 
Terrific Double Property! 

 
34 x 104, 4 BR, 1 BA, 3 + Fp’s, 

Garden + a Side Lot used for 2 Car 
Parking. $499,900 

              90% of Our Business comes from Friends telling Friends! 
WHAT THEY ARE SAYING:  Coming from a Real Estate family, needless to say my family was very upset when I decided to list our 

 was said and 
We got well 

over $1 Million in 1 week.  We may not have sold it the same day or got 5 offers but I’ll tell you we got a lot more than we ever thought we 
would.       

www.conwayteam.com                                                                                              kathy@conwayteam.com -  patrick@conwayteam.com 
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND A LIST OF OUR INVENTORY                                Society Hill Office – 530 Walnut St #480, Philadelphia, PA 19106 
PROFESSIONAL PHOTOS, OPEN HOUSES AND VIRUTAL TOURS                         Kathy: 215-850-3842                Patrick: 215-266-1537 
                                                                                                                                          Main: 215-627-6005 

 
 

Independently Owned and Operated Member of the Prudential Real Estate Affiliates Inc. 

306 Catharine St 
Queen Village! 

Hardwood Floors T/O, Built Ins, 
Kitchen w/ Island, Garden & Meredith 

Catchment. $679,000 

201 Queen St #2 
Acme Piano – The Best Building. 

Fab Unit. 2000 Sq Ft, Bi Level, 
2/3, Hrwd Flrs + Garage Parking 
& Roof Deck. Meredith Catch-

ment. $579,900 

706-24 Latona St 
Terrific Development Opp!  

Unbelievable Compound! 10 Full 

Space. $2,199,000 

717 S Columbus Blvd #805 
Dockside. North Facing – Outstanding 

Designer Condo. 1 BR/1 BA, Cherry 
Floors T/O, Terrace, Garage Parking 

Concierge, Gym & Pool. $379,000 

90-94 E Laurel St 
Development Opp! Fully  

Approved Plans & Zoning Permit. 
Ready to Build. 3 Luxury 2 BR/2 
BA Apt/Condos. One per Floor. 

$360,000 

74 E Laurel St 
!  Fabulous  

N/C. 2800 Sq Ft, Every Bell & 
Whistle, 3 BR/ 3 BA, Hardwood 

Floors, 3 Decks & Garage. $529,900 

104-106 Fitzwater St 
Charming Historical Double Property! 

4 BR, 2.5 BA, Hrwd Flrs, Exposed 

Parking & Meredith Catchment. 
$799,000 

730 Ellsworth St 
Passyunk Square! 

4 Bedrooms, 1 Full + 2 Half Baths, 
Living Room, Dining Room, Huge 
Eat in Kitchen & Yard. $279,000 

 

Bedroom + Den, 2.5 Bath, 
Hardwood Floors t/o, 

Fireplace, Great Deck & 
Garden. $724,900 

SOLD 

   Pending 

SOLD SOLD 

SOLD 

SOLD 

723 Hall St 
Terrific Investment Opportunity! 

Newly Rehabbed 
First Floor Bi-Level 1 BR + a 2nd & 

3rd Fl Bi-
with Hardwood Floors, Deck & Yard. 

RED $449,000 

232 Queen St “C”  
Extra Wide 1400 Sq Ft 

2 BR, 2 BA, Hrwd Flrs, New 
Kitchen. Fp, Roof Deck, Mere-
dith School District + a Deeded 

Parking Space. $499,900 

1029 S Randolph St 
QV! Super House! 

2200 Sq Ft, 3 BR. 2.5 BA, Fam Room, 
Hrwd Flrs, Great Closet Space, Fin 

Bsmt & in the Great Upcoming 
Nebinger School District. $499,000 

SOLD 

1 Queen St #10 
 

Hardwood Floors, Fireplace, 
Garden, Garage Parking & 
Meredith School District. 

$599.000 

SOLD 

Pended in 1 Day    Pending 

   Pending 




