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QVNA General Meeting
Thursday, April 18, 7:30 pm

St. Philip Neri, 218 Queen Street

GUEST SPEAKER:
STATE REPRESENTATIVE

MIKE O’BRIEN

From a dedicated garden
group, a seedling grew
In a sure sign that spring has arrived despite
the chilly weather, my wife and I found
ourselves at the Southwark-Queen Village
Community Garden on a recent Sunday
morning, weeding and preparing our little
plot for another season. Our city’s commu-
nity gardens are an amazing asset, and SW-
QV Community Garden is, in many ways,
the mother of them all. Its history is a
fascinating and instructive example of the
power of community organization to
achieve a greater good.

Founded in 1976 by the intrepid
members of the QVNA gardening commit-
tee, SW-QV’s gardeners reclaimed a huge
vacant lot on the site of a former school and
spent the better part of a decade both
gardening and attempting to persuade
elected officials to give them some degree
of control over the 18,000 square-foot
property. When the federal government
suddenly decided to sell the land in 1983,
the community mobilized political support
at every level, and in 1985 a deal was struck
that allowed the city to lease the land from
the federal government.  In 1991, the feds
gave the city perpetual deed to the land. In
1996, in celebration of the garden’s 20th
anniversary, Isaiah Zagar’s immense mural
was completed on the three-story wall on
the western edge. With the line “Libby’s
Dream Realized,” Zagar paid tribute to
long-time Queen Village neighbor, Libby
Goldstein, one of the prime movers behind
the garden.

To this day, the garden is one of the
most vibrant social meeting spots in the
neighborhood, a place where old and new
Queen Villagers work together and get to
know one another.  Many gardeners have
been tending their plots since the beginning,
and they pass along immense knowledge to
the younger generations. The garden is run
by a board of volunteers, who spend
countless hours maintaining the beautiful
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New sign at Shot Tower heralds pride, teaches physics
Shot Tower—it’s one of the iconic structures in the neighborhood, seen from near and far.
Built in 1808, and one of the first towers of its kind in the United States, the tower now
has a new interpretive sign worthy of its history. Visit the Front Street side of the play-
ground and you’ll learn not only a bit of the history of Shot Tower, but with the aid of
clear graphics, you will better understand the physics behind the making of ‘shot.’

The Friends of
Shot Tower, led by
Cynthia Temple
(pictured with
young friend,
Fiona Savarese)
received approval
for the interpretive
sign project from
the Department of
Parks and Recre-
ation, and funded it
by combining their
own money with
grants received
from the Preserva-
tion Alliance of
Greater Philadel-
phia and QVNA.

Thanks for the Goodies!
Thank you to the following neighborhood
restaurants that have contributed delicious
tasting treats at QVNA General Meetings
over the last several months:
Baklava Cafe (627 South Street)
Café Fulya (727 South Second)
Ela (627 S. Third Street)
For Pete’s Sake (900 South Front Street)
Kennett (848 South Second Street)
Leziz (611 East Passyunk)
New Wave (Third and Catharine)
Village Belle (757 South Front Street)

Jazz  Sanctuary performs at Gloria Dei
To celebrate his recovery from brain surgery and the help he received
from friends, Queen Village resident Alan Segal (pictured), an amateur
bass player, created The Jazz Sanctuary, jazz musicians who regularly
perform in a series of free coffee-house style performances known as
Jazz & Joe. In the Greater Delaware Valley region on any given
Thursday evening, all are welcome to attend a two-hour, toe-tapping,
hand-clapping free concert, with small voluntary donations always
welcome.

The Jazz Sanctuary’s core group features Eddie Etkins on saxo-
phone, clarinet and flute; George Sinkler on piano; Leon Jordan Sr. on
drums; and CPA-turned bass player, Alan Segal. Depending on the size
of the venue, guest artists and vocalists join them for a bigger band
sound.

The group performs regularly at Old Swede’s Church; the next performance is April 25
at 7:30 pm. For schedule and additional concert venues, visit www.thejazzsanctuary.com

The South Street Headhouse District will hold its Spring Festival, a free, all-ages celebra-
tion from noon to 8 pm, Saturday, May 4, with music, dancing, and entertainment on South
Street between 2nd and 8th Streets, and on the 2nd Street Plaza between South and
Lombard.

Over 20 area restaurants and bars will serve food and drink. Eight popular local acts
will perform at 5th and South, including the Legendary Dobbs, Twisted Tail, the School of
Rock Band, and the Tune Up Philly youth orchestra. The Festival also includes activities at
a Kids Zone; a Heroes Zone to recognize those in law enforcement, fire fighting, and the
military; and local artists and craftsmen at an Artists and Artisans Area.

South Street Headhouse District Spring Festival
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QUEEN VILLAGE
NEIGHBORS ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 63763, Philadelphia, PA 19147

phone 215-339-0975  •  fax 215-701-4202
email info@qvna.org  •  web: www.qvna.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jeff Hornstein, PRESIDENT

Amy Shelanski, EXECUTIVE VICE-PRESIDENT

Bill Landy, TREASURER

Cindy Elliott, RECORDING SECRETARY
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Miller, Leslie Patterson-Tyler, Honey Pertnoy
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Marian Buczek and Kathy Conway

STAFF

Carla Puppin, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR; Judy Mathe Foley, CRIER EDITOR

Here’s my contribution to QVNA’s vitality!
—  Individual $25 —  Family $50 —  Friend $100 — Benefactor $500

Name:  _______________________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________

Phone: ______________________________ Email:__________________________________________

Mail to or drop off, at QVNA, P.O. Box 63763, 19147 (Checks payable to QVNA)

Contributions may be tax deductible. QVNA Federal Tax ID # 23-2025152. Consult your tax advisor

United Way Donor Choice helps QVNA, too!
Designate Donor Choice #558 on your United Way pledge form.

Contribute online at: qvna.org/annualappeal

WITH YOUR CONTRIBUTION,
QVNA can support:
• Community Activities and Events
• Queen Village Friends of Parks Groups
• Neighborhood Schools
• Sidewalk Cleaning

WITH YOUR CONTRIBUTION,
QVNA can:
• Contribute as a neighborhood to projects
such as saving the roof of historic
Emmanuel Lutheran Church on 4th Street
• Respond to an emergency such as a
recent house fire

WITH YOUR CONTRIBUTION,
QVNA can DO SO MUCH MORE.

Thank you for helping QVNA be so
much more vital!

WITH YOUR HELP,
A MORE VITAL QVNA

THE CRIER  IS PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

and functional space, their efforts recognized by countless awards.
Aside from 65 individual plots, the garden participates in City

Harvest to provide fresh produce to the needy; the garden has its
own irrigation system, one of the city’s first urban orchards, a
composting toilet, a bee-keeping operation, and, thanks to a grant
from QVNA in 2012, one of the only honey processing facilities in
the city. The gardeners are also a fun bunch, hosting several major
food-laden social events a year.

But SW-QV’s impact is felt far beyond Queen Village. In their
efforts to attain some stable control over the land, the gardeners
helped to establish the Neighborhood Gardens Association, a
Philadelphia Land Trust, providing a mechanism for other groups
to utilize. On the heels of SW-QV’s early success, in 1980 a group
of neighbors a bit further south established the Bodine Street
Community Garden on three vacant lots. In 2003, Bodine Street
faced a threat from development pressure, but they, too mobilized,
and in 2007 joined SWQV under the NGA’s protective umbrella.
This oasis has also won numerous accolades, including a visit from
Martha Stewart’s Living magazine in 2011.

In a neighborhood that experienced profound gentrification in
the past 30 years, it is a testament to the strength of our com-
munity’s persistence and savvy that plots of land that could easily
have been converted into numerous high-value homes remain
community assets. Incidentally, precisely because of our com-
munity’s hard-won battles to establish control over vacant land, the
QVNA Board was an early supporter of the Campaign to Take
Back Vacant Land, an ongoing effort to found a Land Bank for our
city. This important legislative effort, likely to reach the floor of
City Council this session, will make it easier for community
groups to preserve open space for gardens and other public uses.

The take-home value of this story is clear: It takes organized

“It takes organized groups of people to build and
maintain vibrant communities like ours.”

groups of people to build and maintain vibrant communities like
ours. Whether the object is preserving open space for parks and
gardens, creating quality public education opportunities for our
children, or ensuring public safety, nothing happens on its own.

On the latter note: Thanks again to the chair of our Public
Safety Committee, Kim Maialetti, and her passionate group of
public safety advocates for bringing Sergeant Venit from the South
Street Mini-Station to provide very useful information at the
March General Meeting on ensuring our community’s safety. See
page 4 in this issue for more about her committee’s plans and stay
tuned for information about the campaign to “keep our lights on.”
A special thanks to Cohen’s Hardware for providing a discount on
light sensors to aid in this effort.

A few words about taxes: by the time you read this, the March
31 deadline for the Office of Property Assessment’s first-level
appeal will have passed. October 7 remains the deadline for
appeals before the Board of Revision of Taxes. Between now and
June 30, City Council will hold budget hearings to determine a
property tax rate. QVNA will continue to provide information as it
is available, and will continue to play an active role in the Cross-
town Coalition of Taxpayers, the newly-renamed group of civic
associations representing over 20 neighborhoods.

As always, we need your time and your financial support to
keep our neighborhood strong. Go to qvna.org and get involved.
And support your civic association by making a tax-deductible
contribution at qvna.org/annualappeal or using the coupon to the
left. And as always, please feel free to contact me at
jeff.hornstein@gmail.com with any issues or concerns.
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Annual Queen Village Open House
and Garden Tour

          Saturday, May 4, noon to 4 pm

BY CARLA PUPPIN, QVNA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Explore your own neighborhood! Visit fascinating and fabulous
homes and backyard patio gardens, plus historic churches and two
community gardens, all here in Queen Village.

The self-guided walking tour costs $25 and includes compli-
mentary light refreshments.

Tour starts at Old Swedes’ Church. Rain or Shine. Purchase
your tickets online at www.qvna.org or the day of the tour at Old
Swedes’ from noon on. Email info@qvna.org or
call 215- 339-0975 for more information.

Volunteer to be a “housesitter” for the Open House Tour on
May 4. We provide housesitters for all the homes, usually one per
floor, whose task is to keep an eye on things for each homeowner,
give directions, and answer questions.

Housesitters are assigned a two-hour shift at a house and then
get to take the tour for free in the other two hours. It’s a fun way
to meet other Queen Village residents. If you’d like to volunteer,
please email me at info@qvna.org or call 215-339-0975.

At Weccacoe’s Festival:
Put some fun in your family life, June 1
Mark your calendars, iPhones, organizers, Droids, Blackberries!
Two QVNA commitees, the Friends of Weccacoe  Playground
and the Sustainability Committee, are working together to plan a
FUNfilled Festival for Saturday, June 1.

The Sustainability Committee will present ideas for greening,
reducing trash, composting schemes and alternative transportation
including bicycles and electric vehicles. Come on out for a day of
fun, and food for the whole family. “Like us on FB” and follow
all our plans, activities, raffles, donors and sponsors!

You can support your playground in a number of ways. Be a
volunteer the day of the event. We need ticket sellers, face
painters, raffle sellers, food servers. Let us know if you can help.

Become a sponsor. May 1 is the deadline for sponsors ($200
or more) whose name will appear on the T-shirts sold at the event
and worn by all the volunteers. Put the name of your business,
family or child/childrens’ name on the back of our Festival T-shirt
and let all Queen Village know you support Weccacoe Play-
ground. Be sure to stop in for a drink, or better yet, dinner, thanks
to sponsors Southwark Restaurant and to Anna and Charlie
Umscheid, children who play at Weccacoe. Thanks so much.

Donate a raffle prize. Over 30 people walked away with
raffle prizes last year, including $100 Gift Certificates to some of
the best restaurants in Queen Village (not to mention the City).
Raffle donations are due by May 15.

To become a volunteer, sponsor or a raffle donor contact
weccacoe@qvna.org
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719 S. Fourth Street
Philadelphia, PA 19147
Prepared Foods to Go
Vitamins & Cosmetics
Frequent Shopper
Discounts

Tel 215.922.1146
FAX 215.922.5150Natural Foods

trinity framing
701 s. 3rd st.
215.351.1600
trinityframing.com

May we bring some
color to your home or office?

R. CHOBERT
PAINTING & PAPERHANGING
641 Reed Street, Philadelphia

(215) 389-7788
CREATING BEAUTY SINCE 1967

         Pa License #PA031988

Help make our Village even safer
By Allan Hasbrouck, Public Safety Committee
Police Department statistics show it clearly: Queen Village is one
of the very safest neighborhoods in Philadelphia.

Why? Because we DON’T take that fact for granted.
The QVNA’s Public Safety Committee, headed by Kim Maialetti,
is ready to begin a number of initiatives to make our safe little
village even safer.

One of the major programs is to
encourage everyone who owns and
operates a video-surveillance system
to register it with the Police
Department’s “SafeCam” program.

Using the year-old “SafeCam”
registry, investigators can draw on a
far-flung armada of private cameras
trained on dark corners and out-of-the-way places that are off-
limits to public surveillance networks.

Here’s how “SafeCam” works:
You spend 10 minutes telling the Police Department what

surveillance equipment you operate, and what fields of view it
covers. After a brief interview with you, they add your watchful
“eyes” to their database of private resources. Only if there is a
crime in your immediate locale will the police contact you to ask
for a copy of your surveillance data.

The police make no connection to your system and will not
be able to view your coverage directly. So your privacy is
preserved, yet you make a valuable contribution to keeping
Queen Village free of crime.

How important is video evidence in the courtroom?
Very.
The Philadelphia Inquirer, paraphrasing a Philadelphia

attorney who’d just won a furiously-argued criminal case by
using video, recently put it like this: “Video evidence now carries
more weight [with jurors] than eyewitness testimony and other
forensic evidence.”

To explore “SafeCam,” go the Police Department web site
http://phillypolice.com/ Enter “SafeCam” in the search box.

If you’re only now contemplating a video-surveillance
system, watch for a subsequent Crier article on tips and consider-
ations in choosing your equipment.

QVNA Community Parking Lot
Only $95 per month!

(Enter on Christian Street between Front and Columbus Blvd.)

Call 215 569-8400, ext 4660



Queen Village Crier 5              APRIL, 2013

Preserving the past for the futurePreserving the past for the future
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Preserving the past for the future

When horses were drawn here for a drink
By Carla Puppin
“DRINK GENTLE FRIEND” . . . . that phrase inscribed on the urn
of the fountain at Third and Bainbridge might seem sweetly

innocuous today. But when the fountain was
dedicated in 1910 to Annie L. Lowry, it was a time
when horses were still a primary means of
transport and transporting goods, and those words
resonated within a much more tangible and brutal
reality.

Lowry had been an avid supporter of the
Women’s Chapter of the Pennsylvania Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (WPSPCA),
itself created by Caroline Earle White (shown far
right in photo) in 1869, two years after she had
co-founded the Pennsylvania Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (PSPCA).

As a child, White often witnessed drivers beating their exhausted
horses as they labored under heavy freight on Philadelphia streets.
Later she would recall how such sights depressed and troubled her
so much that she could no longer walk down certain streets. Early
on, the WPSPCA took on many animal issues and opened
America’s first animal shelter. In 1909, the WPSPCA secured
legislation forbidding the sale or purchase of disabled work horses.
White also urged members to boycott cruel carriage horse compa-
nies.

White, the long-time President of the WPSPCA, helped fund and
design the construction of this animal drinking fountain. Join the
Friends of Bainbridge Green at Noon on May 11 as they recreate
the historic photo taken in front of the Annie L. Lowry fountain, as
part of their goal to raise funds to save the fountain and to redesign
Bainbridge Green.

SATURDAY, MAY 11 LOVE YOUR PARK(S)
As part of the city-wide Love Your Park day, Saturday, May 11,
Queen Village’s playgrounds, parks and green spaces will hold an
array of activities. Choose one or more and get involved! This is a
great way to meet your neighbors and make new friends.
BAINBRIDGE GREEN
BAINBRIGE BETWEEN 3RD AND 5TH STREETS
11 AM TO 1 PM
The Friends of Bainbridge Green kicks off revitaliza-
tion of the tree-lined space on Bainbridge between
3rd and 5th Streets by meeting with residents at 4th
& Bainbridge to provide information on the project
and to solicit community input on design and
programming. (Kids welcome and encouraged to
share their ideas.)

At noon, the Friends will recreate the historic
photo (see accompanying article) of residents taken
100 years ago in front of the Annie L. Lowery fountain
at 3rd and Bainbridge. All are invited to be in the
photo, and to capture it for personal scrapbooks.
MARIO LANZA PARK
200 BLOCK BETWEEN QUEEN AND CATHARINE
9 AM TO 1 PM
The Friends of Mario Lanza Park will be doing a general clean-up
and mulching plantings. Coffee and doughnuts will be served.
MOYAMENSING POINT
SECOND AND CHRISTIAN AT MOYAMENSING
FROM 10 AM ON
The Friends will be doing a clean-up and mulching.
WECCACOE PLAYGROUND
400 BLOCK OF CATHARINE STREET
9 AM TO NOON
Friends and neighbors of Weccacoe Playground ask you to join us in
cleaning and sprucing up the playground. Trash bags, brooms, rakes,
tools and coffee will all be waiting for you. All you need to do is
show up and lend an enthusiastic hand for an hour or two to
maintain our playground as an anchor in our neighborhood for
clean, safe, welcoming, and family-friendly recreation.
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Getting back into the swing of
things with QVK9
by Victoria Howard
As the weather begins to (slowly) get warmer, QVK9’s agenda is
heating up, too! Starting April 7 and continuing throughout the
spring and summer, QVK9 will hold clean-ups at the Mario
Lanza Dog Park on the first Sunday of every month at 10 am. If
you use the dog park, please consider joining us in order to keep
our facilities clean and safe for humans and our dogs! We are also
starting Yappy Hours again, so please check our webpage at http:/
/www.qvk9.org/ or theQVK9 Facebook page at facebook.com/
queenvillagek9 for dates and all upcoming QVK9 events.

QVNA and South Street
Headhouse congratulate
Queen Village residents John,
Bernadette and Bridget Foy
on the 35th Anniversary of
Bridget Foy’s, the iconic
restaurant at 2nd and South
which has
served the
neighborhood
for over
three
decades.

March QVNA ZoningMarch QVNA Zoning

March QVNA ZoningMarch QVNA Zoning

March QVNA Zoning

Committee ActionsCommittee Actions

Committee ActionsCommittee Actions

Committee Actions

250 CATHARINE STREET
(SOUTHEAST CORNER)
Application for an eat-in restaurant (coffee shop)
on first floor and two apartments above. The Committee
supported the application with the proviso that hours be restricted
to 8 pm Sunday through Thursday, and to 9 pm Friday and
Saturday.

420 BAINBRIDGE
Application is for a day care center in space “A” on the first floor
in the same building with an existing physical therapy facility in
space “B” on first floor. Committee supported the application.
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Assist your Neighborhood Schools
. . . With your gardening skills
GW Nebinger has received a grant from the
American Heart Association for seven Teaching
Gardens to be placed on the school yard grounds
for the school and community. The grant
includes seven planting boxes, seedlings and
other gardening equipment. If you’re interested in
volunteering as a community member in planting and maintaining
the garden, please contact gailtomassini@gmail.com

Volunteer opportunities include helping to install the boxes
and fill them with soil between May 7 and May 9, and help on
planting day on Friday, May 17. We will also need summer help to
maintain the gardens while school is out. Details are being worked
out, but we are discussing opportunities for individual summer
harvesting for community volunteers. ALL help would be
appreciated. Thanks for your support.

. . . With  your Target debit/credit Redcard
If you have either, Target will donate 1% of all Target credit or
debit card purchases made at Target stores or at Target.com to a
school! Simply login to your RedCard account, go down to the
Take Charge of Education box and choose GW Nebinger School.
Plus, when you use your card you automatically get 5% off all
purchases. Don’t have a Target card? It takes just a few minutes to
sign up at a cash register. If you have problems designating
Nebinger, send an email to lfrenchfam@aol.com. With closings
and extensive budget cuts, our schools need every penny. Thank
you for your support!




