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a letter from  
the president

I have a BA in Theatre from Temple 
University which may come as a surprise 
to some of you, while others familiar with 
my flair for the dramatic will simply nod 
knowingly. What drew me to theatre, and 
the reason it holds such a dear place in 
my heart, is its capacity to teach us about 
ourselves. 

Through theatre and the performing arts, 
we learn of our history and ponder what 
comes next. We meet new people, visit 
strange worlds, ask questions, seek answers 
and, sometimes, achieve much needed 
catharsis by way of a good cry or belly laugh. 

In  th is  i ssue of  the Magazine,  our 
contributors trace the history of theatre 
and performing arts in Queen Village, and 
how our residents shaped the art form. We 
also shine a spotlight on some of our most 
dramatic residents and Board members.

For  those seek ing a  new venue,  I 
invite you to check out the progress at 
Weccacoe Playground. After years of 
planning and dogged determination 
on the part of The Friends of Weccacoe 
and  Counc i lman  Squ i l l a ’s  o f f i ce , 
t h e  p l a y g r o u n d  w i l l  s o o n  o p e n  
for all.

Also on our website, we have published the 
bios of those running for our open board 
of Directors positions. I thank those who’ve 
decided to give of their time and skills and 
encourage you to get to know them and 
vote on November 17th. In addition to 
Board members, QVNA is always looking 
for volunteers. Please visit www.qvna.org for 
opportunities. 

As always, your thoughts and suggestions 
may be shared with me at president@qvna.org. 

I’ll see you in the Village, 
Lauren Leonard 

‘Tis the season...

RECYCLE YOUR TREE  
AND HOLIDAY GREENS ON  

SATURDAY, JANUARY 7, 2017. 

For a full list of treecycling locations  
and participating organizations, visit greenlimbs.com.

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR OUR NEIGHBORHOOD
Good neighbors make great neighborhoods.  With your help, QVNA can 
support, create, and maintain  cleaner sidewalks, better schools, neighborhood 
networks,  beautiful parks and contribute to special projects and respond to 
neighbors when they have emergency needs.

Here is my contribution to QVNA’s vitality:
$40 Individual
$60 Family
$120 Sponsor
$250 Benefactor
Other $___________

Please send via mail to:
QVNA

P. O. Box 63763
Philadelphia, PA  19147

Make your check payable to Queen Village Neighbors Association or contribute online at www.qvna.org

Name

Address (City, State, Zip)

Phone

Email Address



	  

Knowledge and Experience 
Combined with Your Best 

Interests in Mind	  

Direct:	  267-‐225-‐3678	  
Office:	  215-‐627-‐3500	  

deidre@deidrequinn.com	  
www.deidrequinn.com	  

	  

Five	  year	  Five	  Star	  Award	  Winner	  
Philadelphia	  Magazine	  

	   Each	  Office	  Independently	  Owned	  and	  Operated	  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Lauren Leonard – President 

Eleanor Ingersoll – Executive Vice President 
Duncan Spencer – Vice President 

Ben Schindler – Treasurer 
Jeff Hornstein – Recording Secretary 

Sharnell Croom 
Melissa Donnelly 

Joe Felicetti 
Justin Fishman 

Amy Grant 
Inez "Kandi" Green
Elizabeth Grimaldi 

Maria Roberts 
Kathy Conway (Emeritus)

QVNA SOCIAL MEDIA

QVNA MAGAZINE

EDITORIAL BOARD
Amy Grant 

Lauren Leonard
Jim Murphy 
Peter Ross 

Amy Shelanski 
Duncan Spencer 

DISPLAY & CLASSIFIED ADS
215.339.0975 

advertising@qvna.org 
www.qvna.org/advertising

ART/DESIGN
Melissa Stites

QUEEN VILLAGE NEIGHBORS ASSOCIATION
office // 415 Queen Street, Philadelphia, PA 19147 

mail // P.O. Box 63763, Philadelphia, PA 19147
phone // 215.339.0975  

email // info@qvna.org • web // www.qvna.org 

PRINTER
Fireball Printing

QVNA Magazine
Volume 2, No. 9, is published bi-monthly (January, March,  

May, July, September, November) by Queen Village Neighbors 
Association, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization (Federal ID#  

23-2025152). All contributions are tax-deductible.

QVNA STAFF
Yael Levin – Executive Director

Submission Deadlines 
January 2017 Issue 

Advertising: December 15, 2016 
Editorial: December 10, 2016 

SERVING RESIDENTS, BUILDING COMMUNITY

07

Happy students have a
favorite subject—

All of ThemAll of ThemAll of Them

friends-select.org

november 2016



08 november  2016

MELISSA DONNELLY
Melissa Donnelly works in corporate responsibility 
at the Campbell Soup Company, where she focuses 
on environmental impacts and management.  She 
is a member of the QVNA board and the Quality of 
Life Committee. She has been a resident of Queen 
Village since 2011.

AMY GRANT
Amy Grant  i s  a  graphic  des igner  and web 
developer.  She is the chair of QVNA’s Outreach 
and Communications Committee.  She is also the 
founder of the Southwark Historical Society, a group 
that studies the history of South Philadelphia.

JEFF HORNSTEIN
Jeff Hornstein was president of QVNA from 2011-
15.  He currently serves as Secretary of the QVNA 
Board and chairs the Philadelphia Crosstown 
Coalition’s Education Committee.

LAUREN LEONARD
Lauren Leonard holds a BA in Theatre from Temple 
University. She is Editor-in-Chief and a regular 
contributor to greenlimbs.com and has written 
locally for the Passyunk Post and the Philadelphia 
Inquirer. Like Jo March, she aspires to live by her 
pen (keyboard). 

PIERS MARCHANT
Piers Marchant is a film critic and writer based in 
Philly. Find more confounding amusements and 
diversions at his blog sweetsmellosuccess.tumblr.com, or 
read his further 142-character rants and ravings at  
@kafkaesque83. 

JIM MURPHY
Jim Murphy is a freelance copywriter who’s lived in the 
South Street area with his wife Rosemary since 2008. 
Jim has written over 30 articles about Philadelphia 
historical sites for community newspapers … and is 
also a certified tour guide.

DONNA PANCARI
Donna Pancari is a ninth-grade English teacher who 
has lived in Queen Village for 10 years. Along with her 
husband Kevin Parker, she edits the local food blog 
Farm To Philly and gardens at the Southwark Queen 
Village Community Garden. 

PETER ROSS
Peter Ross and his wife have lived on Gaskill Street 
for over six years.  He is a realtor with Plumer and 
Associates and previously served on the QVNA board 
and QVK9.  He is currently a member of QVNA’s 
Communications and Outreach Committee.

MICHAEL SCHREIBER
Michael Schreiber is a historian based out of Queen 
Village.  His book, “Unsinkable Patriot: The Life and 
Times of Thomas Cave in Revolutionary America,” 
was published in 2016.

DUNCAN SPENCER 
Duncan Spencer serves as QVNA’s vice president 
and as the chair of the Friends of Weccacoe.  He has 
lived in Queen Village since 1992 and works in the 
film industry as a set-builder and is a residential and 
business landlord on Fabric Row.

All opinions are of  individual authors and do not necessarily 
reflect those of  Queen Village Neighbors Association.

Contributors

Cover image courtesy of  Settlement Music School
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LOVING
Jeff Nichols’ film documents the 1967 Supreme Court case of the 
Lovings, a mixed-race couple living in Virginia, legally married 
in 1958 in D.C., and quickly arrested, and barred from returning 
to the state together, away from their entire family. It’s certainly a 
timely and significant bit of our racial history, but thankfully Nichols 
takes a decidedly downplayed approach, more in keeping with 
the similarly no-nonsense couple. Brilliant performances by Joel 
Edgerton and Ruth Negga are only part of this film’s considerable, 
understated power.

ARRIVAL
One of the critics I saw this film with at TIFF stated, only 
slightly facetiously, that it was the best film ever made about 
anything. I certainly wouldn’t go that far – in fact, of the crowd 
of critics I was with, I was likely the least enraptured – but 
Denis Villeneuve’s film, about a world-class linguist (Amy 
Adams), who is tapped to help the U.S. military decipher the 
language of a race of aliens that have descended upon the 
Earth in large, obelisk-like space transports, is a twisty, well-
crafted affair that makes good use of Villeneuve’s mandate 
to fake out his audience. (11/11)

MANCHESTER BY THE SEA
Kenneth Lonergan, the writer/director of this brilliantly devastating 
drama, has said he wanted to write a story about characters 
enduring a tragedy they actually couldn’t get over and move 

on with their lives. Highlighted by a stunning performance from 
Casey Affleck, who plays a wayward uncle forced to take care of 
his teen nephew after his brother dies of a heart attack, and filled 
with the sort of sharply honed dialogue and character nuance for 
which Lonergan (originally a playwright) has become known, it 
remains the single best film I’ve seen this year.  (11/18)

LA LA LAND
This visually stunning, absolute knock-out of a modern musical 
from Damien Chazelle can certainly give Manchester a run for 
its money. Starring Ryan Gosling and Emma Stone as a pair of 
talented but lonely dreamers trying to make their way in Hollywood 
and falling in love, the film is as funny and sweet as it is rousing 
and moving. I say this as a longtime musical nonbeliever: It has 
fundamentally changed how I will approach the genre, going 
forward. (12/16)

SILENCE
A potentially brooding drama from Martin Scorsese, the single 
most venerated American director of his generation, the film 
concerns two Jesuit priests (played by Liam Neeson, and amazingly 
not Leonardo DiCaprio, but Andrew Garfield) in the 17th century, 
who travel to Japan to try and propagate Christianity, and find a 
country whose emperor has banned the religion, and persecutes 
any citizens caught practicing it. I haven’t seen it yet, but you can 
most certainly count on it generating a huge amount of buzz by 
the time of its release. (12/23)

BY PIERS MARCHANT

One tremendous advantage of  going to film festivals throughout the year is getting a sense of  the amazing cinema coming down the pipe, so you can hype them to your 
friends and readers. Some of  the films I really loved at Sundance or Toronto won’t be released wide until closer to the end of  the year, in time for awards season, but 
you can take this list and keep it mind. I know there’s been a lot of  grumbling about the lack of  high-quality films this year from some quarters, but I’m here to tell 

you, we’re in for a remarkably strong close to 2016. Here are five upcoming films you should emphatically plan on seeing, given the chance, by release date. 

november 2016



Approximately two or three times a year, a 
new restaurant or bar seeks to do business 
in Queen Village.  If the owners of that 
establishment plan to serve or sell alcohol, 
they need to obtain a liquor license from the 
Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board (“LCB”), an 
agency of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
charged with regulating the distribution of 
alcoholic beverages in Pennsylvania.  

PA only issues a finite number of licenses, 
proportional to the number of residents in a 
given county.  This means that prospective 
new establishments are generally required to 
find a license on the secondary market and 
apply for a license transfer from a defunct 
establishment to the proposed new one.  
When such an application has been filed, the 
applicant is required to post a bright orange 
notice in a conspicuous place on the proposed 
establishment.  If no objection is filed to the 
application within 30 days from the posting, 
the LCB generally begins the process of 
awarding the license.  An unrestricted retail 
liquor license allows the licensee to sell alcohol 
from 7am until 2am Monday through Saturday, 
and 11am until 2am on Sundays.

However, PA law gives individuals and 
communities some, but not unlimited, control 
over the number of licensed establishments in 
a given neighborhood.  Under Section 404 of 
the Liquor Code [47 P.S. Sec. 4-404], the LCB 
“is obligated to refuse a transfer application 
if it finds that approval of that application 

would have an adverse impact on the welfare, 
health, peace and morals of the neighborhood 
within five hundred (500) feet of the proposed 
licensed premises.”  What this means in 
practice is that individuals living or businesses 
operating within 500 feet (roughly a block) of 
the proposed establishment have “standing” 
to file a protest called a Petition To Intervene 
(“PTI”) with the LCB.  Additionally, the LCB 
typically lends great weight to a PTI filed 
on behalf of the community by one or more 
elected officials in whose jurisdiction the 
proposed establishment falls; in Queen Village 
this is usually State Senator Larry Farnese.  

If the LCB finds that the petitioner in fact has 
standing and has raised legitimate objections, 
it may call for a hearing to gather additional 
information about the application and the 
objections to it.  A germane PTI will generally 
delay a liquor license transfer by 4-6 months.   

In an effort to minimize the number of hearings 
and streamline the process, the LCB has 
created the Conditional Licensing Agreement 
(“CLA”) process, through which applicants 
can attempt to assuage the concerns of near 
neighbors by agreeing to place restrictions 
on the license.  Subjects that are germane 
to a CLA include hours when alcohol may be 
served; stipulations about whether and when 
an applicant will apply for a live entertainment 
license, extension of premises to serve alcohol 
in an outdoor cafe, a club license to allow for 
service after 2am, or an extended hours food 

A PRIMER ON LIQUOR LICENSES,  
CONDITIONAL LICENSING AGREEMENTS  

& GOOD NEIGHBOR AGREEMENTS

10

license; stipulations about signage and other 
forms of promotion of the sale of alcohol; and 
whether it can offer beer for carryout sale.  

A CLA is a legal document that is signed by 
the applicant and a representative of the LCB 
and is incorporated into the license itself.  As 
long as the license is in effect at the premises 
for which it is issued, the CLA applies.  

So what’s the role of QVNA in all of this?  
Legally and technically, QVNA has no formal 
role in the process.  But because the LCB 
and our elected leaders greatly prefer that 
communities work out their differences 
with proposed applicants amicably, where 
possible, and in an effort to  make the process 
as efficient as possible, QVNA (and most other 
civic associations) try to play a facilitative role 
in bringing interested parties together.  The 
process is similar to, but different from, that 
used by our Zoning Committee.

At its January 2015 meeting, the QVNA 
Board resolved that “It is the default policy 
of the QVNA Board of Directors to support 
the negotiation of Conditional Licensing 
Agreements (CLA) with responsible applicants 
for liquor licenses.”  Essentially, QVNA’s role 
is to balance its obligations to preserve the 
integrity and character of our wonderful 
neighborhood with the rights of property 
owners under the law to establish and operate 
businesses.   In this process, the views of 
near neighbors, those within 500 feet of 

BY JEFF HORNSTEIN
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the proposed establishment, are obviously 
given special consideration.  But we are also 
cognizant that this is a free market economy, 
business owners have the right to maximize 
the use of their property within the confines 
of the law and neighborhood norms, and that 
part of what makes QV great is the vibrancy 
of commercial life.  In sum, it is complex and 
occasionally contentious.  

Here is an outline of the preferred process:

1) The prospective applicant for a liquor 
license in an establishment to be located 
within Queen Village contacts the QVNA 
office to schedule a meeting with the 
QVNA Liquor License Committee to 
discuss the possibility of opening a new 
licensed establishment.  

2) QVNA representatives meet with the 
prospective owner to learn more about 
the project and provide the applicant with 
informal advice about potential objections 
to the project, if any.  The applicant is 
requested to give QVNA adequate notice 
prior to posting the orange license notice, 
so that a community meeting targeted at 
near neighbors can be held. 

3) QVNA schedules a community meeting 
and notifies all neighbors within 500 feet 
of the proposed establishment of the 
meeting time/date/place, and posts the 
meeting notice on QVNA social media for 
more general awareness.

4) At the community meeting, the QVNA 
Liquor License Committee solicits input 
from near neighbors and other community 
members about the suitability of the 
proposal.  If there are objections raised, 
the Committee will form a negotiating 
team comprised of QVNA representatives 
and near neighbors to start the process of 
negotiating a CLA.

5) Upon notification that the orange notice 

has been posted, QVNA will contact 
Senator Farnese and request that he file a 
generic PTI on behalf of the neighborhood, 
to stall the license process and allow 
sufficient time for negotiations to run their 
course.  

6) QVNA and the negotiating committee 
make deliberate good faith efforts to reach 
a compromise with the applicant sufficient 
to dissuade near neighbors from filing 
additional PTIs.  Senator Farnese’s office is 
kept apprised of the progress.

7) If and when an agreement that satisfies 
both the near neighbors and the applicant 
is reached, it is sent to the LCB in Harrisburg 
for approval.  QVNA requests that Senator 
Farnese’s office withdraw its PTI, and the 
licensing process moves ahead.

8) If the concerns of one or more near 
neighbors cannot be assuaged, they 
have the right to file an individual PTI and 
request a hearing.  Similarly, if the concerns 
of the applicant cannot be assuaged, s/he 
has the right to reject any CLA proposal 
and let the hearing process run its course.  
In either of these cases, QVNA will ask that 
Senator Farnese not withdraw the PTI filed 
on its behalf.

9) Senator Farnese’s office and the LCB will 
keep QVNA and any individual PTI filers 
informed regarding a date for a hearing 
on the matter.  Petitioners must appear at 
the hearing.  After weighing the evidence, 
the hearing officer may order the issuance 
of an unrestricted license, may deny 
the application, or may try to strike a 
compromise.  

10) The results of the hearing may be 
appealed to Commonwealth Court by 
either petitioners or applicants.

Please note that a CLA does not cover issues 
of importance to many neighbors, such as 

outdoor seating permits, trash removal, 
recycling, pest control, general hygiene, air 
conditioner or exhaust fan noise, or other 
issues related to the interaction of neighbors 
and a licensed establishment that are not 
covered by the liquor code.  Consequently, 
QVNA requires applicants to negotiate a 
separate Good Neighbor Agreement (“GNA”) 
to assuage these types of concerns.  It is the 
policy of the QVNA Liquor License Committee 
not to ask Senator Farnese to withdraw his PTI 
until and unless a satisfactory GNA has been 
signed by QVNA and the applicant.

Important miscellaneous caveats:

1)  In our research and experience, we have 
found that unless an applicant has had 
major issues (significant tax delinquency, 
long history as a nuisance bar owner, etc.), 
there are very few instances in which the 
LCB has flat-out denied a liquor license to 
an applicant at a hearing.  Thus the QVNA 
Board believes that avoiding hearings 
is in our community’s general interest 
and that the best form of protection 
for the character and standards of our 
neighborhood is in the form of negotiated 
CLA and GNA.  
 
2) The City of Philadelphia (PPD, L&I, 
etc.) has no enforcement powers when it 
comes to CLAs; this is strictly the purview 
of the state’s Bureau of Liquor Control 
Enforcement.  However, the City may have 
enforcement powers over some provisions 
of a GNA.

3)  Even if an applicant obtains an “extension 
of premises” license to serve alcohol 
outdoors, it cannot operate outdoor 
seating or a sidewalk cafe without first 
obtaining the proper Zoning authorization 
from the City of Philadelphia.  This actually 
gives the neighborhood additional 
protection, since this authorization is 
granted by an ordinance of City Council 
and it is very rare that the Councilman for 
the First District would introduce such an 
ordinance without QVNA’s blessing.
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Duncan Spencer, 
QVNA Vice President, Set-builder 

What's your background?

I was born in Washington DC and went to high school in Massachusetts 

west of Boston. I went to New York University for a year and then 

traveled around the world. In 1990, I visited a friend from Washington 

who had moved to Philadelphia for Temple University. I found I 

liked it and a year later applied to the University Pennsylvania from 

abroad. At Penn I studied archaeology. I worked for a few years in 

archaeology out west and in Australia while calling Philadelphia my 

home, but found it untenable and moved back. 

How did you find your way to set construction?

I worked at construction in high school during the summers, while 

traveling abroad, and while in college. After college I filled the gaps 

between archaeology jobs with set construction for theatres and 

trade shows, which morphed into film set construction beginning 

with the Terry Gilligan film 12 Monkeys (1995). In other words, a 

series of poor life decisions led me to set construction.

When you're working on a film, what specific tasks might you be doing?

In set construction we are a part of what is called the Art Department. 

The Art Department is headed by the Production Designer, who 

works with the Director to give the picture a “look.” Below the 

Production Designer is the Art Director who relays these instructions 

with words and drawings to the Construction Department. The 

Construction Department is made up of the Set Dressing, Special-

Effects and Property (aka Props) Departments. We all serve at the 

pleasure of the Production Designer. Our job is to make the design 

TALENT ACROSS 
The Board

BY LAUREN LEONARD

The talents possessed by QVNA board members are many and surprising. For this issue,  
I posed questions to two: Duncan Spencer, a professional set-builder for film and theatre and Ben Schindler, 

an improvisational comedian. 

Ben Schindler photographed in a theater (left). Duncan Spencer photographed with the basement set 
built for M. Night Shyamalan's film "The Sixth Sense" (right).  



Ben Schindler, 
QVNA Treasurer,
 Improvisational Comedian with 
The N Crowd
(Phi ladelphia’s  make-your- face-
sore-with-laughter improve comedy 
institution)

You studied drama at Northwestern and then 
became a lawyer who excels at crunching numbers. 
I bet there’s a story that explains this…

Well, we all have goals in life, and mine 

(apparently) is to have as many degrees as 

possible that I don’t use in my career. So yes, 

I studied drama in college and went to law 

school at Temple, and yet neither performing 

nor lawyering pays the bills (my wife does that). 

I suppose the story is, life is more interesting 

when you don’t know what you want to be 

when you grow up. 

How did you get into improv?

I am less into improv than improv is into me, 

ok! Improv needs to back off a bit. My wife 

is starting to question improv’s intentions. 

Also, I really enjoyed improvising at the 

dinner table as a child, in high school, and in 

college, and while working in consulting for 

a big accounting firm, I went searching for 

meaning in a creative outlet. I took a class 

with a creative genius named Jessica Snow, 

and was invited to audition for The N Crowd. 

The rest is ongoing and marginally awkward. 

I hold a BA in Theatre from Temple and find 
improv to be the most intimidating of  all theatre 
work. Does it intimidate you? Challenge you?

We all have our things, Lauren. Your thing 

seems to be preparation and precision. My 

thing is creating something hilarious yet 

fleeting, living the awesomeness of making 

people laugh, and never thinking about it 

again. Also, I don’t like being told what to 

say or do. You know, except by my wife. 

Otherwise, I am my own man. What was the 

question?
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look as the designer wants it and at the same 

time interpret it so that the structure works 

physically and functionally for camera, and so 

that it can be easily and quickly dismantled 

and rearranged as needed. We're generally 

the first people on the job and the last ones 

to leave. We endeavor to stay a couple steps 

ahead of the camera department at all times. If 

you see the construction crew anywhere near 

filming, something hasn't really gone so well!

Having built the world, are you still able to suspend 
your disbelief  enough to enjoy the movie magic?

Short answer is no. The more work that we do, 

usually the worse the film is. When the Director 

uses sets to try to create a whole reality out 

of his own mind, it usually lacks the jagged 

edges which, as it turns out, are the details 

that make things real.

Do you have a favorite film you worked on?

Absolutely, Jesus’ Son, based on the book 

of the same name by Denis Johnson. It 

stars Billy Crudup,  Samantha Morton, Holly 

Hunter, Dennis Hopper, Denis Leary, Will 

Pa t ton ,  John  Ven t im ig l i a ,  M ichae l 

Shannon, and Jack Black. It had some of the 

hardest work with the longest hours but it's 

the one I’m most proud to have been a part of. 

Is there a designer whose work or style you admire? 

I love everything Cohen brothers. Ang Lee 

(Crouching Tiger Hidden Dragon and the 

like). I’m a total sucker for period pieces which 

includes Westerns, martial arts…everything 

period. I know this kind of contradicts the more 

set = worse movie theorem from a previous 

answer, but there it is.

Is there a world from a book or play that you'd 
most like to construct?

Egads that sounds like such a terribly large 

amount of work! If I could make somebody 

else do it I would a do Raymond Chandler 

Film Noir mystery set in the 1970’s with real 

looking actors, harsh focus, no smoke or fog. It 

would be something like a Dog Day Afternoon 

meets The Big Sleep. (You asked!)

How has it influenced you?

Improv is the gift that keeps on giving. It 

makes me more open, funnier, more childish, 

more positive, and a better collaborator. For 

example, my wife said that she would like to 

have children, and I said “YES, AND I would 

like to collaborate with you on that.”  Now 

we have two kids. Boom! Improv!

Do you  f i nd  you rs e l f  emp l o y i n g  any 
improvisational techniques at home/work/in 
QVNA board meetings?

This tends to be more sub-conscious than 

regular-conscious. I do think that I seek 

agreement, forward motion, and hilarity in 

these contexts, especially at home where my 

wife puts up with a lot of shenanigans. 

On a scale of  one to ten, how funny are you?

I’m a 7, 8 max, depending on the lighting. 

I mean, funny is subjective, right? Also, 

objectively, I am the least funny person in 

my improv troupe. It’s not even close. We 

are dealing with 10s and 11s with these 

performers.  

On a scale of  one to ten, how funny does your 
wife think you are?

I am either a 1 or a 10. There is no in-between. 

Also, if I had known you were going to ask 

about my wife, I wouldn’t have mentioned her 

in basically all my prior responses. I mean, she 

is awesome and the one who make is possible 

for me to perform, she is my guiding light and 

the best person I know on earth, but I am the 

one who gets up on the stage. Come on! I am 

starting to feel like this is all about her. Sheesh.

Where can we go to (heckle) see you perform? 

Yes yes yes!! Come see me and the N Crowd! 

So nice of you to ask. Get your tickets ahead 

of time because we sell out most weeks (for 

real)! Our group has been around for 11+ 

years and the word is getting out. 

For more information about The N Crowd, and to purchase 
tickets, visit www.phillyncrowd.com.



14 november  2016

Philly
PACK

BY LAUREN LEONARD

Nestled among the shops of historic Fabric Row is Philly 
Performance Art Center for Kids (PACK), a performance space 
for the next generation of theatre artists. 

PACK was started in 2011 by Jessica Noel, a lifelong performer 
and teaching artist. Noel pursued the arts throughout school 
with an interest in teaching children. At Texas A&M, she 
earned a BA in Performance Studies and went out into the 
world to create curriculum for dance studios and musical 
theatre classes. Noel arrived in Philadelphia in 2009 (she is 
a resident of Pennsport) to work for the Philadelphia Arts in 
Education Partnership (PAEP) and Plays and Players. 

PACK began as an after-school program at Meredith 
Elementary—they still offer an after-school pickup program—
and grew to include a company of 180 children ages 4-13 
who receive instruction in ballet, tap, jazz, contemporary, hip 
hop, playwriting, and musical theatre. Summer Intensives and 
adult classes—there are 25 adults currently enrolled—are 
also offered. The space has also been used for guitar lessons, 
rehearsals and play readings.

The PACK philosophy values arts education and nurtures 
passion for performance while building confidence and 
enhancing technique in a safe, welcoming environment. 
Students are asked to think critically about the lives and 

motivations of the characters they inhabit. The atmosphere 
is collaborative with a focus on teamwork and respect for the 
choices and ability of every artist. 

Sharing this philosophy and joining Noel are faculty members 
Leslie Davidson, Monica Flory (a Queen Village resident), 
John Francisco, and Carolyn Marcinkiewicz (a Queen Village 
resident). Active performers, PACK faculty have mounted 
productions during the FringeArts Festival in 2015 and 2016. 
This past September, Noel, Davidson, and Marcinkiewicz, 
presented Our Poison, a piece that addressed the toll of 
addiction on relationships. (Marcinkiewicz lost her brother 
to drug addiction.) 

Noel believes the space, located at 729 South Fourth Street, 
is perfectly positioned both physically and with regard to the 
many artists who call Queen Village home. She envisions 
mounting more adult productions that showcase this talent 
original work or the staging of the work of her two favorite 
playwrights, Tony Kushner and Larry Shue. 

PACK’s next performance, The Wizard of Oz, will take place 
December 11, 2pm at the Levitt Theatre (in the Gershman 
at Pine & Broad). For tickets and more information, please 
visit phillypack.org.
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Between 1890 and 1910 more than 12 million European 
immigrants arrived in the United States. Many were poor 
and settled in urban centers. In response to this influx 
of new people was born a social movement called the 
“settlement movement,” in which middle and upper class 
citizens would provide programming and assistance to 
their new neighbors. 

Called “settlement houses,” the structures built by 
subscribers of the movement offered childcare, healthcare 
and education based on the philosophy that poverty was 
best alleviated through sharing knowledge and educational 
enrichment. By 1913, there were 413 settlement houses 
in the US, including Philadelphia’s Settlement College, 
founded in 1908. 

Philadelphia’s Settlement College had a music school. 
Popular from the start, the music school grew from 
offering piano lessons taught by volunteers to a full slate 
of instrument instruction taught by professional musicians 
from the Philadelphia Orchestra. By 1914, the program 

was so robust it began operating independently as The 
Settlement Music School. The Mary Louise Curtis Branch 
building was built at 416 Queen Street in 1917. 

Throughout its history, Settlement Music School has 
focused primarily on providing music education for 
children. Today its six branches offer more than 10,000 
hours of programming each week, including individual 
lessons and classes in music, dance and visual arts as well 
as teacher trainings, programming for seniors, and music 
therapy for children and adults with disabilities. 

Since its founding, Settlement has served more than 
300,000 students and counts among its alumni winners of 
Pulitzer Prizes, Academy, Emmy, Grammy and Tony Awards, 
Fulbright Scholars, a Nobel Laureate, and MacArthur 
Fellows. Included in their distinguished alumni association, 
the Settlement 100, are Kevin and Michael Bacon, Chubby 
Checker, Albert Einstein, G Love, Mario Lanza, and Frank 
Rizzo.

Settlement Music School
BY LAUREN LEONARD

Images courtesy of  Settlement Music School
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Trash on the streets and the sidewalks is one of the top complaints 
in Queen Village and citywide. Queen Village provides weekly 
street sweeping to try to mitigate this problem, but there is a great 
deal neighbors can do, especially every Thursday evening or Friday 
morning when we put out our household trash and recycling. 

The Queen Village Neighbors Association (QVNA) Quality of Life 
Committee (QOL) took a stroll around the neighborhood on a 
Thursday evening in August to take a look at how our neighborhood 
is fairing when it comes to implementing the right practices to 
be in compliance with the Streets Department’s requirements on 
household trash and recycling. These practices are important not 
only for the environment, but because if done right, there would 
be a lot less residual trash on the streets and sidewalks on the days 
leading up to and following trash day in the neighborhood. 

As we started our walk, we were feeling a little negative about what 
we would find. We are well aware of that one neighbor who, week 
in and week out, doesn’t put their recycling in a city-provided bin, 
doesn’t bring their bin back in after trash day and it fills with trash 
from passersby, or who puts out electronics or other unacceptable 
items. We did find a lot of that on our walk, but we were surprised 
to find that of the 40 households we observed, almost half had 
good practices. We frankly thought that number was going to 
be worse, but clearly there is a lot of room for improvement and 
the divide hopefully comes down to information on the do’s and 
don’ts, as well as a little neighbor to neighbor policing. 

If you see something, say something. You can use the city’s 311 
app on your phone to report any of the don’ts. You can also use the 
website: www.phila.gov/311 or simply call 311. 
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Clean Village
BY MELISSA DONNELLY

Follow these easy steps to keep our streets and sidewalks clean. 

DO DON'T

DO put all recycling in a city-provided bin.

DON’T put recycling in paper bags or plastic bags. Paper bags can tear and 
disintegrate in wet weather. Plastic bags get caught in the recycling facility 
machines and cause a great amount of damage. The Streets Department 
requires that you only use solid containers, preferably a city-provided bin, to 
collect recyclables. 

DO put all trash in securely fastened standard sized (30 to 32 
gallon) trash bags. Each bag must weigh no more than 40 lbs. Each 
household can only put out up to 8 bags a week.

DON’T put trash in small grocery bags or loose on the street. This is what 
causes such a mess after trash day and it is against the Streets Department’s 
policies. 

DO take any hazardous waste like paint or household chemicals to a 
Streets Department Household Waste Event. Dates and locations are 
listed here: www.philadelphiastreets.com/events/household-hazardous-waste-events/

DON’T put any hazardous waste out on the curb on trash day. It is 
dangerous and it is illegal.

DO take any electronics, yard waste, tires (limit to four) or appliances 
to a city sanitation center. Location and hours are listed here: www.
philadelphiastreets.com/sanitation/residential/sanitation-convenience-centers

DON’T put anything with a cord on the curb on trash day, especially TVs or 
computer parts. It is dangerous and illegal.

DO donate to local organizations like AIDS Thrift to keep useful items 
out of landfills, like furniture, clothes, and household items. DON’T put items in the trash that could be reused.

DO put a mattress out that is completely sealed in a plastic mattress 
bag. See more information here: www.philadelphiastreets.com/sanitation/
residential/bulk-items

DON’T put a mattress out unsealed. It will not be taken and will sit on the 
sidewalk indefinitely.

DO take any construction waste to a city sanitation center or to a 
private facility. A list of private facilities can be found here: www.
philadelphiastreets.com/sanitation/residential/bulk-items/

DON’T put construction debris on the curb. It is illegal. (The QOL 
Committee witnessed construction waste distributed in large black trash 
bags along S 3rd St in an effort to conceal the location it was being 
generated from. The bags exceeded the 40lb limit and the amount of bags 
allowed to be put out for pick up as well. If you see this, report it.)
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I know what you’re thinking, the trash trucks and city employees are making the mess. That may be true in 
some cases, but mostly if  we, as neighbors, are careful about how we put out our trash each week, it goes a long way. 

WHAT YOU CAN RECYCLE

PLASTICS:
Emptied and rinsed – caps are OK

 All Food and Beverage Containers

 Hard Plastic Takeout Containers

 Plastic Cold Drink Cups and Lids

 Detergent and Shampoo Bottles

 Pump and Spray Bottles

 Plastic Pails, Buckets, Garden Pots

PAPER:

 Newspapers and Inserts

 Magazines, Brochures, and Catalogs

 Junk Mail, Envelopes, Writing Paper

 Scrap Paper

 Paper Bags

 Phone Books

 Paperback Books

 Greeting Cards, Gift Wrap (non-metallic)

CARTONS:
Emptied and rinsed

 Milk 

 Juice

 Ice Cream

 Wine 

 Soups

METALS:
Emptied and rinsed

 Aluminum, Steel, and Tin Cans

 Empty Paint Cans

 Empty Aerosol Cans

 Metal Trays and Baking Dishes

 Jar Lids and Bottle Caps

 Clean Aluminum Foil 

GLASS: 
Emptied and rinsed – caps are OK

 All Bottles and Jars

CARDBOARD:
Flattened and free of grease and food

 Corrugated Cardboard Shipping Boxes

 Clean Pizza Boxes

 Paper Towel Rolls

 Egg Cartons

 Dry Food Boxes

WHAT TO KEEP OUT OF THE BIN
These materials have little or no value as raw materials, damage recycling 
equipment, and can even injure workers. Please leave them out!

 Plastic Bags

 Styrofoam™ Food/Beverage Containers 
 and Shipping/Packing Material

 Food Waste

 Wet or Food-Soiled Paper

 Waxed Paper Plates, Cups, and Takeout Containers

 Greasy Pizza Boxes

 Tissues, Paper Towels, and Napkins

 Light Bulbs

 Porcelain and Non-Container Glass

 Cassette Tapes (VHS and audio)

 Garden Hoses

 Needles and Syringes

 Electronics
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Queen Village is rich in opportunities 
to enjoy the performing arts: places to 
see and hear them, to perform, to learn, 
to practice, and to buy instruments, 
equipment and recordings. This is not 
intended to be a complete list. If we have 
overlooked your business or a business 
you patronize, we apologize. Please let 
us know what we missed.

LIVE VENUES

Theatre of  the Living Arts (TLA) 
334 South Street
215-922-1011
tlaphilly.com

Live performances nearly every night in a 
1,000-seat hall by established and up and 
coming artists in every genre of popular 
music. Call or check the website for the 
calendar.

Milkboy South Street 
401 South Street
215-925-6455
milkboysouthstreet.com

A spin-off of the original Milkboy at 
1100 Chestnut Street. Food, drink and 
live music in an intimate setting. Check 
website for the calendar of performances.

The Twisted Tail
509 S. 2nd Street
215-558-2471
thetwistedtail.com

In addition to a menu of southern-inspired 
food and bourbons, the Twisted Tail has 
live music most nights except Mondays. 
Regular performers and special guests 
play acoustic sets downstairs and electric 
blues and blues-inspired music in the 
Juke Joint upstairs. Their website has a 
complete Events Calendar.
 
Paddy Whacks Pub
150 South Street
215-464-7544
paddywhackspub.com

Friday and Saturday nights, DJ and/or 
local bands. Check website.

Performing Arts
in (and near) 

Queen Village
BY PETER ROSS

For Pete’s Sake Pub
900 S. Front Street 
(Front & Christian)
 215-462-2230
forpetessakepub.com

Live music upstairs in The Loft on 
Wednesdays from 8:30 to 10:30.

Bistro Romano
120 Lombard Street
215-925-8880
bistroromano.com

Piano bar Friday and Saturday nights.

Gloria Dei (Old Swedes') Church
 916 Swanson Street
215-389-1513 
old-swedes.org

Jazz and Joe. Alan Segal Quartet. A 
coffee house style setting. Refreshments 
are served. BYO wine. Usually on the 
fourth Thursday of the month, 7:30 -9:30. 
Check website (under News and Events) 



for schedule, and for the schedule of 
other programs and events such as the 
Sexton SideShow that often include live 
performances.

 L’Etage
624 S. 6th Street
215-592-0656
creperie-beaumonde.com

Lounge upstairs from Beau Monde 
Restaurant. Cabaret, comedy, burlesque, 
drag performances. Closed Mondays. 
Sunday –Thursday 7:30 to 1:00, Friday 
& Saturday 7:00 to 2:00.

The Tusk
430 South Street
215 923-8780
www.facebook.com/TheTuskPhilly

The Tusk is upstairs above the Woolly 
Mammoth bar on South Street. It has live 
music periodically, and open mic comedy 
performances on Wednesday nights at 
8:00.

LESSONS, INSTRUMENTS 
AND PERFORMANCE

Settlement Music School
Marie Louise Curtis Branch 
416 Queen Street
215-320-2601
settlementmusic.org

Settlement has provided lessons and 
fostered knowledge of music and 
related arts for more than a century. It 
offers instrumental and vocal, music 
theory and composition classes, lessons 
and workshops for children, teens and 
adults. There are ballet, jazz and modern 
dance classes for children and teens and 
ensemble programs for youths and adults 
in jazz, orchestral and chamber music, 
percussion and rock. Settlement also has 
Pre-K and after school programs.

In addition, the Kardon Center for Arts 
Therapy has been part of Settlement 
since 2014.  It offers Creative Arts therapy: 
music, art, dance/movement.

Performance Arts Center for Kids
729 S. 4th Street
215-703-8617 
phillypack.org

Dance classes for children and teens: 
Creative Movement and Storybook 
Theatre for 3 to 5 year olds, Ballet, Tap, 
Hip Hop, Musical Theatre for older 
children and teens, Tap and Ballet 
fitness for adults. Ballet, Tap, Jazz, vocal 
coaching for all ages. Audition prep for 
all ages.
 
Philly in Movement
500 Kenilworth Street
267-239-0844
phillyinmovement.com

Gymnastics and dance classes for children 
from toddlers to teens. Adult gymnastics 
and tumbling classes. Birthday parties, 
special events, after school programs 
and camp available.

Philly Art Center
514 Bainbridge Street
215-765-2787
phillyartcenter.com

Music classes for toddlers and children 
up to 3 years old.

Liberty Bellows
614 S. 2nd Street
267-815-4407
libertybellows.com
Hours: Tuesday through Saturday,
10:00 to 6:00

Queen Village’s own accordion shop. 
New and used accordions for sale. 

Repairs, lessons, workshops, repair 
clinics, concerts.

Bluebond Guitars
511 S. 4th Street
215-829-1690
bluebondguitars.com
Hours: Monday through Friday 11:00-
8:00, Saturday 12:00-7:00

Bluebond sells quality used guitars, 
basses, amps and related equipment and 
has a repair shop. It has a music school 
offering private and group lessons and 
band programs for children, teens and 
adults.

RECORD STORES

Repo Records
538 South Street
215-627-3775
reporecords.com
Hours: Monday through Friday 11:00-
9:00, Saturday 11:00-10:00, Sunday 
11:30-7:30

Noise Pollution
619 S. 4th Street
215-627-7246
noisepollutionrecs.com
Hours: Tuesday through Sunday Noon 
to 9:00

Digital Underground
732 S. 4th Street
215-925-9259
digital-ferret.com
Hours: Noon to 10:00

Liquid Vinyl Underground
934 E. Moyamensing Avenue
(at Walk it Like a Dog)
215-990-3440
email: dtomar@gmail.com
Hours: Noon to 6:00
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American theater dates back to the colonies. The first theater was built in Williamsburg 
in 1716. By 1750, the liberal cities of  New York and Philadelphia dominated the scene, 
though as was the case throughout puritanical America, attempts to stage plays were often 
met with protest. The show, as they say, must go on and so it did in Queen Village where 
theater was shaped and protected.

Protests raged outside Plumsted's "theater" when Lewis Hallam 
stepped on the stage with his family in 1754.  Hallam’s Company had 
recently arrived in Philadelphia and were generally regarded to be 
the City's first real thespians.  Despite opposition posed chiefly by 
religious groups, the troupe managed to obtain a permit to stage 
Fair Penitent and Miss in her Teens.  The ensemble performed to 
“a numerous and polite audience” while those who deemed the 
troupe “an evil to society” distributed pamphlets outside.

 
Five years earlier, an amateur group of actors had attempted to 
perform openly on the streets of Philadelphia.  Fearing that such 
theatrical productions would encourage “mischievous” behavior 
and “idleness,” the governing body of the City, the Common 
Council, unanimously voted to “take the most effectual measures 
for suppressing [the acting] disorder.”

A POLITICAL AND CULTURAL ALLY

Hallam's Company were very likely aware of the anti-theater 
climate in Philadelphia when they arrived in the spring of 1754.  
However, they were fortunate to have the patronage and support of 
a politically influential merchant.  William Plumsted (1708-1765) was a 
longstanding member of the Common Council, having served since 
1739.  In 1750, he was appointed for a one-year term as Mayor and 
was elected a Justice of the Peace shortly thereafter.  His proposal 
to forgo the costly celebration honoring each outgoing Mayor in 
favor of public works projects was well received and unanimously 
supported.  When Hallam’s Company petitioned for a license, 
Plumsted probably used his political cache to garner support from 
his fellow Council members.

 
In Plumsted, Hallam's Company had found a political and cultural 
ally.  After being condemned by the Society of Friends for assaulting 
a man in public, Plumsted severed his lifelong ties with the Quakers 
and joined the Episcopal Church.  This meant that he no longer 
had any reason to oppose the theater and could become a patron 
of the arts.  Accordingly, Plumsted converted the second floor of 
his warehouse located at Pine and Water Streets into a makeshift 

HALLAM'S OLD AMERICAN COMPANY &  
THE STRUGGLE TO LEGALIZE THEATRICAL ARTS

BY AMY GRANT

South Street Theatre, Library Company of  Philadelphia, Unknown Artist
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period, the troupe adopted the name "Old 
American Company." 

The Southwark Theater went dark during the 
early years of the Revolutionary War.  The Old 
American Company relocated to Jamaica 
declaring that they would not return "until the 
unhappy differences that subsist between the 
Mother Country and Her Colonies subside."  
The theater was reopened briefly in 1777 
during the British occupation of Philadelphia.  
General Howe's officers staged a few plays 
there to benefit the widows and orphans of 
fallen soldiers. 

LEGALIZING THEATER IN PHILADELPHIA 

Lewis Hallam was merely a teenager when 
his family's theater company staged their 
premiere performance in Plumsted's 
warehouse.  As an adult, he would become the 
driving force behind legalizing the theatrical 
arts in Philadelphia.

After returning to Philadelphia from Jamaica 
in 1783, Hallam reopened the Southwark 
Theater to much fanfare.  The roof leaked, 
the air was oppressively hot, and the best 
seat in the house was reputedly the "front 
bench in the gallery."  However, Southwark 
soon earned the reputation of being the 
only theater in the new world "with a regular 
company of all 'Stars.'" George Washington 
was a frequent visitor and a stage box was 
decorated in his honor.

theater for the Philadelphia debut of Hallam's 
Company.

THE FIRST PLAYHOUSES

Lewis Hallam's father, manager of Hallam's 
Company, passed away not too long after the 
1754 Plumsted performances closed.  Hallam's 
mother remarried actor and entrepreneur 
David Douglass and together they erected 
Philadelphia’s first theater buildings.

 
In July of 1759, their first playhouse opened 
on the corner of Cedar (South) and Vernon 
(Hancock) Streets.  Financed by Douglass, the 
Society Hill Theater showcased the talents 
of Douglass, his stepson Lewis Hallam, and 
other players.

The Society Hill Theater was located half a 
block south of the city limits and was thus 
outside of the control of the city officers.  
Several religious groups launched unsuccessful 
campaigns to prevent the playhouse from 
opening.  The Presbyterian Synod petitioned 
the Governor of Pennsylvania while the 
Society of Friends appealed to Philadelphia 
Judge William Allen. Allen dismissed the 
appeal on the grounds that he "got more 
moral virtue from plays than from sermons."

Hallam's Company quickly outgrew the 
theater.  Within six months they set plans 
in motion to erect a larger playhouse.  In 
December of 1759, the troupe closed the 
Society Hill Theater with a performance 
"for improving the youth in the divine art of 
psalmody and church music" as a benefit for 
the College of Philadelphia.

Around 1766,  Douglass opened the 
Southwark Theater near Cedar (South) and 
Apollo (Leithgow) Streets, barely south of 
the city limits.  Fearing that a larger and 
grander venue would draw considerable 
moral opposition, performances were billed 
as concerts "of music" followed by lectures 
or "dialogue."

Although the theater had poor lighting 
and obstructed views, Hallam's Company 
successfully staged dramas, comedies, and 
farces over the next eight years.  Featured 
performers included Lewis Hallam alongside 
his mother and stepfather.  During this time 

In 1784, Lewis Hallam submitted a petition 
to the General Assembly of Pennsylvania to 
“the repeal of the part of the act of assembly 
which regards [prohibiting] the exhibition of 
stage plays.” Hallam's petition was supported 
by a “considerable number of inhabitants of 
the city of Philadelphia.”

The General Assembly formed a committee 
to review Hallam's petition.  Religious groups 
objected on the grounds that theaters posed 
a "great corruption of the public morals." 
As a result, Hallam was forced to withdraw 
and resubmit his petition.  After four years 
of deliberation, the committee determined 
that “dramatic pieces, in common with other 
works of taste and sentiment, tend to the 
general refinement of manners and to the 
polish of society.” Eventually, Hallam was 
victorious and a "bill to license a theater in 
or near the city of Philadelphia for dramatic 
representations" was formally adopted by 
the General Assembly. 

In 1793, the first playhouse was erected inside 
the city of Philadelphia on Chestnut Street, 
and christened "The New Theater." Hallam's 
illustrious career and advocacy efforts were 
celebrated at The New Theater in 1807.  At 
the event, Hallam marked the 56th year of his 
appearance on a Philadelphia stage by playing 
his favorite role, Lord Ogelby in Clandestine 
Marriage.

Advertisement for a performance at the Society Hill Theater, published in the Pennsylvania Journal on July 12, 1759
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In the 1790s, huge numbers of European 
immigrants flocked to Philadelphia, the 
capital of the young American republic, 
and the country’s commercial and 
cultural center. One eager new resident, 
advertising himself as a “pastry cook 
from Paris,” was Etienne Simonet. At his 
shop, on S. Second Street near Lombard, 
opposite the covered shambles of the 
New Market (now Headhouse Square), 
patrons could buy pies of venison, 
gammon, and poultry. Simonet put out 
the word that his tarts, roasted on a spit, 
had a “goodness he can vouch for, as 
he makes them in a manner peculiar to 
himself.”

But Simonet had another, rather unusual 
career. He had arrived in Philadelphia in 
April 1792 as an acrobat with the French 
émigré troupe led by Alexandre Placide, 
a former tightrope dancer at the court 
of Louis XVI. Al though Placide was 
an enthus iastic partisan of the French 
Revolu tion, he elected to move his 
company abroad due to the un settled 
political situation.

The performers were commissioned to 
play at Philadelphia’s Southwark Theatre, 
on South Street near Fifth. The acts 

performed by Placide’s troupe changed 
almost nightly at the South wark, ranging 
from adapted versions of Shakespeare 
to ribald comedies such as “Love makes 
a Man, or The Fop’s Fortune.” The 
playbill stated that Simonet could be 
seen in feats of “tumbling,” together 
with Placide and the featured acrobat, 
Paulo Redige, who had gained fame in 
Paris as le Petit Diable (the Little Devil).

In August 1792, when Placide’s company 
moved on to Boston, Simonet remained 
behind, since he had met and wooed 
a young woman from Philadelphia’s 
French immigrant com munity, Eugenia 
Suzanne Magin iaut.

Just as Placide’s company closed their 
Southwark show, John Bill Ricketts, 
a noted eques trian from England, 
announced that he planned to introduce 
to Philadelphia a new type of theatrical 
event—the circus. In the spring of 1793, 
Ricketts’ Circus opened to the public in 
a newly erected arena at Twelfth and 
Market Streets. And two years later, 
the circus moved to a new building, the 
1300-seat Art Pan theon and Amphi-
theatre at the corner of Sixth and 
Chestnut Streets. It was directly across 

the street from the New Theatre, which 
had superseded the South wark Theatre 
as the major house for dramatic plays.

On April 14, 1796, at Ricketts’ Circus, 
Simonet returned to the stage in 
a pantomime, playing the role of 
Harlequin. The program also featured 
eques trian performances by John Bill 
Ricketts and his associates; Ricketts’ son 
could be seen snatching a watch from 
the ground while riding blindfolded at 
full speed.

Soon after his stage appearance, 
in October 1796, Etienne Simonet 
advertised that he was forming a 
partnership with the mime and horserider 
Pierre Jaymond to open a food shop in 
the New Market. The shop was located 
in Jaymond’s house, a handsome four-
story building on the northwest corner 
of Second and South Streets. The 
proprietors sold a large selection of 
wine, olive oil, vinegar, mustard, and 
meats, as well as Simonet’s famous meat 
pies, pastries, and confections.

Soon  Ricketts’ Circus gained a 
competitor. In April 1797, a new circus 
opened on Prune Street (now Locust 
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Street) near Fifth, where Swedish 
em pres ario and horseman Philippe 
Lailson had plans for a full season 
of amusements. The shows were 
inaugurated with a grand parade of 
performers and horses—perhaps the 
first circus parade in Amer ica. The 
opening spectacle included “The Four 
Valiant Brothers,” a hero ic pantomime in 
three acts, directed by Pierre Jaymond.

Jaymond, however, was finding that 
rehearsals and perform ances in the 
circus left him insufficient time to 
maintain a reasonable level of activity 
in the wine and food business. Simonet 
was forced to take up much of the 
burden of managing the shop; this might 
have led to tensions between the two 
partners. By early May, Jaymond was 
forced to announce that his partnership 
with Simonet had been dissolved. The 
shop at Second and South Streets, 
under Jaymond’s sole management, 
would still be open for the sale of light 
refreshments, while Simonet would 
continue to operate his original shop up 
the street.

Finally, in July 1797, Jaymond placed 
an ad in the newspapers in forming 
the public that his arrangement with 
Philippe Lailson in the circus was taking 
the whole of his energies. He had found 
it impossible to continue to operate a 
shop at the same time. All his furniture 
and merchandise were placed on sale.
Jaymond also announced that Lailson’s 
Circus had been gracious enough to 
arrange a performance for his benefit on 
July 12. For the next few days, Jaymond 

would be present at Simonet’s pastry 
shop to greet the public and to sell 
tickets to the event. But within weeks, 
Lailson’s Circus became overburdened 
by finan cial difficulties. It was not 
easy to attract audiences under the 
current conditions—a raging yellow 
fever epidemic coupled with a severe 
economic depression. Creditors seized 
the new amphitheatre, and Lailson and 
Jay mond, now part  ners, decided to 
move operations to New York City.

Less than a year after the flight of its 
owners to New York, on July 8, 1798, 
Lailson’s Philadelphia amphitheatre was 
heavily damaged when its magnificent 
dome collapsed. The following year, 
Ricketts’ Pantheon was demolished in 
a fire, though the horses and settings 
were saved, and no people were injured. 
Ricketts briefly moved his circus to the 
refurbished building that Lailson had 
owned; he died a few years later in a 
shipwreck.

Simonet continued operating his pastry 
shop for another couple of years, and his 
family then moved to Charleston, S.C., 
where Placide based his theatre troupe. 
An 1810 article in Port Folio magazine 
stated that Simonet had been tortured 
and killed six years earlier in a massacre 
of white settlers in Haiti perpetrated 
by soldiers commanded by Gov. Jean-
Jacques Dessalines. There is no doubt 
that Simonet died around that time, 
but it is difficult to verify whether the 
report of Simonet’s murder during the 
revolution in far-off Haiti was true.

More information on Etienne Simonet and other early 
Philadelphia circus performers can be found in Michael 
Schreiber's new book, “Unsinkable Patriot: The Life and 
Times of Thomas Cave in Revolutionary America.”  Visit 
www.philahistory.org for details.
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As the weather turns decidedly colder, 
it’s impossible, at least for us, not to 
dream of roast chicken or shepherd’s 
pie, of bubbling pots of stew and savory 
sausages.  Luckily for all of us, locally 
raised and processed meat products of 
superior quality are readily available.  It 
goes without saying that all of our options 
eschew factory farm conditions in favor of 
humane, pasture raised and chemical free 
production.  The list below is in no way 
comprehensive, just some of our favorites.

STRYKER FARM
Located on Saylorsburg, PA, Stryker farms 
produces a variety of products from the 
animals they raise, but we like their Irish 
style bangers and beer bratwursts (made 
with local micro-brewed beer, of course) 
the best.  Nothing cheers a cold fall night 
like a dish of bangers and mash with onion 
gravy, especially when the sausages are so 
fragrant and full of flavor as these.

GRIGGSTOWN FARM
Griggstown Farm in Princeton raises all 
manner of poultry, in addition to various 
prepared foods made from their products 
and those of other local farmers.  Check 
them out right at Headhouse Farmers’ 
Market, where you can get their delicious 
pot pies or chicken sausage in six versatile 
varieties.  Don’t forget to try a whole 
chicken, or maybe even order your 
Thanksgiving turkey to pick up at the 
market.

WYEBROOK FARM
A lovely drive from Philly, Wyebrook Farm 
in Honeybrook, PA makes a great day trip, 
as we mentioned in a previous article.  
Load up on their huge variety of meat 
products at their butcher counter, along 
with local cheeses and other goodies.  
Then have a meal at their restaurant, with 

brunch, lunch and dinners served in their 
gorgeous converted barn and on the 
patio.  

LA DIVISA MEATS
La Divisa Meats in the Reading Terminal 
Market certainly offers many of the 
products you’d find at a traditional 
butcher shop - sourced entirely from local 
farms - but their amazing selection of  
charcuterie makes visiting a must.  If you 
can’t get out to the market, La Divisa visits 
Headhouse every other Sunday with many 
of their cooked and cured products.  New 
this year is a partnership with Wyebrook 
Farm, where La Divisa owner Nick Macri 
will assume head butcher responsibilities 
and feature an expanded selection of 
Wyebrook meats at the La Divisa counter.

MEADOW RUN FARM
An early provider of humanely raised and 
pasture fed meats, Meadow Run Farm of 
Lititz, PA offers a convenient buying club 
option coordinated through Farm To City.  
Sign up and order from the huge variety 
of products and pick up at a local spot 
monthly.  A great way to be sure you are 
always stocked up on staples like bacon or 
ground meat.  Their eggs are outstanding 
- grab them when you can at the Fair Food 
Farmstand.

Want more local meat options?  The Fair 
Food Farmstand at Reading Terminal 
Market carries most of the above farms 
and more, and many of the farmers at the 
Headhouse Farmers’ Market carry their 
own meat products as well.  Green Aisle 
Grocery stocks a great selection of local 
meat products, and don’t forget Winter 
Harvest, profiled in our last article, for a 
huge array of items delivered for weekly 
pickup throughout the colder months.  

Warm Up 
the Oven

BY DONNA PANCARI

It’s now just as easy to eat local meat all winter as it is to find local produce all summer
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Where Delaware Avenue intersects with 

Washington Avenue, there is a small opening in 

the black metal fence that runs between the Coast 

Guard Station and the Sheet Metal Worker’s Hall. 

It's easy to miss but there is sign there indicating 

that the Delaware River Trail can be accessed that 

way. If you follow the little trail back through the 

parking lot, you will see a scrub made up of the 

plants that have reclaimed the West Bank of the 

Delaware River.  Continue forward and you will 

come to the former immigration pier called Pier 53 

which is now known as Washington Avenue Green.

Here, as it turns out, is a ramp down to the water, 

which leads you into the wild partially submerged 

postindustrial Philadelphia waterfront. The 

carcass of the old immigration pier has been 

craftily retooled by the Delaware River Waterfront 

Corporation (DRWC) into a pretty little natural 

feeling park. It has a substantial dock and 

boardwalk at the end of the pier as well as a really 

cool spiral staircase that serves as an observation 

post. The view from the observation post is quite 

good and there is a surprising amount of bird life 

and fish life, more than you probably imagine, and 

particularly at sunrise and set.  Although fishing is 

prohibited on the the dock, a local dad told me 

that a bobbin baited with a cut up SlimJim will 

yield catfish. Old guys, of course eat what they 

kill, but I wouldn’t feed it to the kids or anything 

else that is trying to grow.

 

The boat ramp - at least that's what I think it 

supposed to be - is more of a rupture than a 

ramp. If you'll allow me to continue with the carcass 

metaphor -  imagine a rectangular dead cow full of 

rubble lying on its side - the pier has ruptured at its 

stomach exposing its network of hundred-year-old 

wooden ribs, disgorging ground up debris from 

the past century into what constitutes a “beach." 

This is your launching point to the sometimes-eerie 

waterfront resplendent with beautiful morning and 

evening views of the city as well as some of the 

other well-known maritime attractions. The park 

officially opens at six. My boat is a 16-foot German 

made kayak, which has a little set of wheels that I 

attached to it for portage. I either trail it with my 

bike from home to the Pier or park in the Dunkin' 

Donuts parking lot and then walk my boat across 

on foot. I like to go out as early as possible. I've 

never seen another boater, but I imagine that 

others go there too. 

A word of caution: tide turns out to be important. 

The first time I tried to launch I had scouted a 

spot behind Shank & Evelyn's at Christian and 

Washington. Around back, I found what looked 

to be an excellent boat launching place because 

the water is almost level with the asphalt.  Best I 

can tell it's also a destination spot for releasing 

unwanted or unloved pet fish; Sorry PETA, but 

maybe life really is better on the other side, I don't 

know. I came back the next day only to find that 

the water was now about 8 or 10 feet lower than 

the land and totally impossible to get down to and 

would have been impossible to get back out of. 

It turns out the tide on the Delaware is 8 feet or 

sometimes it's closer to 10 feet - it's a bit amazing. 

And it's one of the reasons that if you do go out 

in the water you always want to go out against 

the tide so that you can be carried back on your 

return trip. 

DUNCAN'S Destinations
BY DUNCAN SPENCER

As a kid I came under the influence of  the sailor/mountaineer D.W. Tilman, whose books were favorites of  my father. Tilman 
endured long ocean voyages paired with mountaineering excursions to little known, often snowcapped, peaks. As a result, he saw 

beauty reserved for those who reach beyond conventional comforts. Tillman’s influence led me to the discovery of  diamonds in 
plain sight. Follow me through our own endless urban ocean, to beauty in places where you may not have thought to look. 
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CHUBBY CHECKER
Ernest “Chubby Checker” Evans 
is a singer famous for popularizing 
the Twist, the Limbo Rock, the Fly 
and various other dance styles.  His 
1960 hit cover of Hank Ballard's R&B 
hit "The Twist” topped Billboard's 
list of the most popular singles to 
have appeared in the Hot 100 since 
its debut.  He is the only recording 
artist to place five albums in the 

Top 12 all at once.

Born in South Carolina in 1941, his family moved to South 
Philadelphia when Evans was a child.  Evans formed a street-
corner harmony group at eight years old and took piano lessons 
at Settlement Music School when he was in high school. (He 
is counted among the Settlement 100, a list of influential 
figures whose education at Settlement shaped their musical 
lives.) Friends and classmates remember Evans performing 
impersonations of popular entertainers such as Jerry Lee Lewis, 
Elvis Presley, and Fats Domino.

Evans earned the nickname “Chubby” at his after school job 
in the Italian Market where he worked at Fresh Farm Poultry 
entertaining customers with songs and jokes. So impressed of 
his talent was the owner, that he helped arrange for Evans to do 
a private recording for American Bandstand host, Dick Clark.  
At the recording, Evans performed an impersonation of Fats 
Domino which impressed Dick Clark’s wife.  When she inquired 
as to his name, Evans replied, “my friends call me 'Chubby.'" 
She smiled and said, "As in Checker?" That little play on words 
('chubby' meaning 'fat;' 'checkers,’ like 'dominoes,' being a 
game) got an instant laugh and stuck.

In July of 1960 at the age 18, Evans introduced his version of 
"The Twist" in Wildwood, New Jersey at the Rainbow Club.  It 
went on to become the only single to top the Billboard Hot 100 
twice, in two separate chart runs.

LARRY FINE
Louis “Larry Fine” Feinberg (1902–
1975) was an actor, comedian, 
violinist, and boxer.  He is most 
known for being a member of the 
vaudeville comedy troupe The 
Three Stooges. 

Feinberg was born to a Jewish 
family at 3rd and South Street 
where Jon’s Bar and Grill is located 

today.  In early childhood, Feinberg’s arm was accidentally 
burned with acid that his father had used to test and repair 
jewelry at the family’s store.  After the accident, he was enrolled 
in violin lessons to help strengthen the damaged muscles on his 
arm.  Feinberg became proficient on the instrument, and had 
planned to attend a European music conservatory, but these 
plans were thwarted by the outbreak of World War I.

Using the name Larry Fine, he began performing as a violinist 
in vaudeville.  In 1928, while staring as the MC at Chicago’s 
Rainbo Gardens, he met Shemp Howard and Ted Healy. Fine 
was invited to join Healey’s touring vaudeville group called 
“Ted Healy & His Racketeers” or “Stooges.”  Known for their 
slapstick humor, there were six total Stooges in the act; three 
performed at any given time. The lineup of Larry (Fine), Moe 
(Healy) and Curly (Howard) was the most prolific and famous. 
From 1932 to 1946, the three made more than ninety short 
films. Collectively, the Stooges made more than 206 short films 
and several features films.  

Fine's trademark bushy hair allegedly had its origin from his first 
meeting with Healy. Larry had just wet his hair in a basin, and it 
dried oddly as they talked. Healy encouraged him to keep the 
zany hairstyle. 

Fine’s legacy is celebrated at Jon’s with a mural and marker 
noting his birthplace. 

Vaudeville 
&Musical Legacies

BY LAUREN LEONARD & AMY GRANT
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THE ASK:
The property located on the northeast corner of 2nd and 
Bainbridge contains a stamp or engraving in the cornice 
that says “1926 S. GRITZ” or “1926 S. G. RITZ.” What is the 
significance of the engraving?

WHAT WE FOUND:
Since 2007, the building located at 627-629 S. 2nd Street has 
been home to The Irish Times, a destination known for the 
“perfect pint of Guinness” and an ideal place to watch a sports 
game.  In the early 2000s, another bar called The Black Door 
briefly occupied the space, as did the South Philadelphia off-
shoot of Las Cazuelas.  According to MyPhillyAlive.com, the 
building also once housed one of Philadelphia’s first night 
clubs.  While many different businesses have occupied this 
storefront over the years, the cornice has remained a constant 
fixture since the early 20th century. 

When Samuel Gritz and his wife Fannie emigrated from Poland 
in 1906, Second Street was a thriving commercial corridor.  
Sometime before 1913, Gritz opened a grocery store on the 
northwest corner of 2nd and Monroe.  A few years later, he 
began importing wholesale goods and moved north on 2nd, 
closer to South Street. 

While Gritz was expanding his business offerings, the 
federal government began regulating the price, production, 
distribution, and storage of certain goods.  The 1917 Food 
and Fuel Control Act, or Lever Act, was enacted to prevent 
monopolies and ensure conservation in times of war.  Anyone 
violating the Act could be brought up on criminal charges.  
In 1920, Samuel Gritz and two other local merchants were 
accused of sugar profiteering and a warrant was issued for 
his arrest.

It is not clear if these accusations were founded, but Gritz 
appears to have recovered from the ordeal.  In 1926, he 
expanded his business significantly by purchasing six adjacent 
lots and warehouses near Stenton Park that were formerly 
occupied by the Gornish Bros.  A few months later, he also 
purchased the building located 627-629 S. 2nd Street, 
occupying the property as his residence and business.  The 
cornice bearing his name was likely installed shortly thereafter. 

Samuel and Fannie Gritz continued to occupy the property 
over the next thirty years.  Fannie passed away in 1959 and, 
sadly, Samuel died a year later.  They do not appear to have 
had any children and their only heir was a nephew who lived 
a few blocks away on South Street. 

ASK A HISTORY SLEUTH:
THE STORY BEHIND S. Gritz

30 november  2016

The Editorial Board receives overwhelmingly positive feedback on historical pieces published in this Magazine and many inquiries related 
to specific markers, properties, and happenings that may be of  historical significance. In response to these inquiries, we will be running a 

feature called “Ask a History Sleuth.” Presented below is the first of  the series. Submit your inquiries to info@qvna.org.

Photo courtesy of  PhillyHistory.org, a project of  the Philadelphia Department of  Records 

BY LAUREN LEONARD & AMY GRANT
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Like many Philadelphians, I’ve long known of James Forten’s 
reputation as a successful black sail-maker and businessman. 

But I had no idea how loyal, courageous and generous he was. After 
doing more research on him, I’m ready to place him high on the list 
of Philadelphia’s civic heroes.

HERE’S WHY:

After being captured by the British on just his second voyage as 
a 14-year-old crewman on a privateer, Forten gave up a unique 
opportunity at a life of wealth and privilege. 

All he had to do was agree to live in England with the family of 
Captain John Bazely, commander of the ship that captured him. 
Forten refused to betray his country. As a result, he then spent seven 
months on the HMS Jersey, a British hellhole of a prison ship. An 
average of eight prisoners a day died on the Jersey.

Forten also gave up a chance to escape from that prison ship. 
Learning that a naval officer was to be exchanged, Forten reportedly 
asked to stow away in the man’s sea chest. At the last minute, Forten 
let Daniel Brewson, a white Philadelphian two years younger and 
“his companion in suffering” go in his place. Then he “assisted 
in taking down ‘the chest of old clothes’ … from the sides of the 
prison ship,” says Julie Winch in her book, “A Gentleman of Color: 
the Life of James Forten.” To me, that was an amazing act of charity.

INTERESTING ODDITIES

• Forten was not James’ real name. A free black, he changed it from 
Fortune, which was a common name among slaves. In addition, 
nine slaves with that name had fled to the British side. So Fortune 
was not a name that would help Forten make his.

• Forten’s ability to shoot marbles “helped save him from a life of 
West Indian servitude.”  How? His “unerring hand” impressed 
Henry Bazely, the 12-year-old son of the ship Captain and a youth 
then training for his own career in the Royal Navy. Excited, he told 
his father about Forten’s skill, who then witnessed it for himself. 

After that demonstration, Forten received greater freedom than 
other prisoners. And even though he turned down Captain Bazely’s 
offer to join Henry in England, the officer sent a letter to the 
Commander of the prison ship commending Forten, a kindness 
James never forgot.

• Like many other blacks, Forten and his family could not venture 
out of their Philadelphia home on July 4. If they did, they risked 
attacks from whites. Forten wrote:  “the poor black is assailed 
like the destroying Hyena or the avaricious Wolf,” and asked: “Is 
it not wonderful that the day set apart for the festival of Liberty, 
should be abused by the advocates of freedom, in endeavoring 
to sully what they profess to adore?”

Forten effectively used the power of the pen to fight racial injustice. 
In 1813, he anonymously wrote “Letters From a Man of Colour on a 
Late Bill Before the Senate of Pennsylvania.” This pamphlet strongly 
denounced a bill in the Pennsylvania legislature requiring emigrating 
blacks to register with the state. The bill failed.

He fought against slavery in many different ways. He spent half his 
fortune purchasing the freedom of slaves. He financially supported 
William Lloyd Garrison’s paper, The Liberator, and also wrote for it. 
In addition, Forten’s home on Lombard Street served as a station for 
the Underground Railroad. And the American Antislavery Society 
was founded in his home.

He also left a powerful legacy: a family of activist children and their 
spouses who kept the abolitionist movement going. He was a man 
who left the world far better than he found it. What more could 
anyone ask for?

FAST FACTS:
Born: Sept. 2, 1766 

Died: March 4, 1842

Buried: Eden Cemetery, Collingdale, Delaware County

Lived at: 336 Lombard Street

Wrote: “Letters From a Man of Colour on a Late Bill 
Before the Senate of Pennsylvania”

Claim to Fame: Prisoner of war, black businessman, 
abolitionist, activist

Pa. Historical Marker Dedicated: April 24, 1990

COLOR HIM 
EXTRAORDINARY:
PHILLY'S FAMOUS
JAMES FORTEN
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BY JIM MURPHY
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FALL 2016 COMMUNITY GRANT CYCLE
This fall, QVNA received a record number of applications for our 

third grant cycle.  Grants will be awarded to support projects that 

aim to improve the quality of life in our neighborhood. Winners will 

be announced at our Annual Holiday Party on December 15, 2016.

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION AND HOLIDAY PARTY
Come celebrate the holiday season with family, friends and Queen 

Village neighbors on Thursday, December 15, 2016 at 7pm in the 

Weccacoe Community Building.  Enjoy food from local restaurants, 

sample spirits at our tasting table, and participate in an auction to 

raise funds to support QVNA projects and initiatives. 

BAINBRIDGE GREEN BRUNCH A SUCCESS
The Friends of Bainbridge Green would like to thank everyone who 

attended the Bainbridge Green Brunch Festival and offer a special 

thank you to the thirteen local businesses who made the event 

possible. The fundraiser raised money and awareness in support of 

Bainbridge Green. The Friends will be using some of the money to 

add lighting to the 4th Street Plaza, planters to the 5th Street Plaza, 

and programming for this upcoming winter season.

TREE TENDERS PLANT 18 NEW TREES
This November, the Queen Village Tree Tenders planted 18 trees 

in various spots throughout the neighborhood as part of a citywide 

initiative to green the city. Thank you to Daniel Gibbon and the rest 

of the volunteers who participate in this biannual event to beautify 

Queen Village. We all walk past the trees you have helped plant 

over the years and enjoy watching them grow.

Do you have an empty tree pit on your block?  If so, submit a request 

to have a tree planted to info@qvna.org.  The deadline to sign up for 

the spring 2017 tree planting is November 25, 2016.

AROUND 
the Village

classifieds

DOG TRAINING

PATRICIA BENTZ CDBC, CPDT-KA, CNWI
K-9 Training & Behavioral Therapy 
In-home: puppy & behavior consultations,  
obedience/CGC training. K9 Nose Work group class

Queen Village, Philadelphia;
http://www.k-9training.org

pabentzz@gmail.com 
215.551.5254

PERSONAL HOME SERVICE

BRUCE LINCOLN
A Little Bit of Everything

House Cleaning, Senior Care,  
Pet Care, Odd Jobs, Concierge  
and much more since 1996 
 

brucelincoln@gmail.com 
215.813.7256

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

MARV FACTOR
• Managed Construction since 1983 
• Condo Management since 2006 
• 43 years as trial attorney 
• Expertise w/ Condo Docs, Property 
   Rights & Legal Docs
• Works primarily in Center City 

mfactor@condopropertymanagement.info 
215.370.4231
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READING TERMINAL MARKET
12th & Arch Streets       Philadelphia, PA 19107

215•922 •2317       ReadingTerminalMarket.org

This fall take advantage of the fresh, local produce, 
meats, dairy, seafood, spices & baked goods that the 

Reading Terminal Market has to offer. 

Diverse. Charming. Inspiring. Delicious.
Shop Reading Terminal Market. All under one roof.

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

into the

35november 2016



Kathy, Patrick and the 
Conway Team www.conwayteam.com

November 2016

Happy Thanksgiving!
There’s no Place like Home! Especially this Time of Year when our 
Thoughts turn to Family, Friends, Holidays, Turkey, Pumpkin Pie, &  

Warmth – all comes to Mind.

We have Much to be Thankful for - Living in such a Wonderful  
Neighborhood and having the Opportunity to Meet and Serve such 
 Great People and now being able to call them Friends & Neighbors.

It has been our Pleasure to Help you find or Sell your Home.

We are Thankful & Grateful to All of You!  

856 S Front St
A Beautiful Designers Home! 

3 BR+ Family Rm, + Office, 1.5 
Baths, Fp, Patio, Balcony, Dk, 

Meredith Catchment + Monthly 
Parking. $575,000 Great Deal

922 E. Moyamensing
Large Corner Property. 3 BR, 
1.5 BA, Fireplace, Exposed 

Brick & Wood Floors $359,000 
or Rent $2200

122 Manton St
1500 Sq Ft, 2 Bedroom, 2.5 

Bath, Hrwd Flrs, Wood Burning 
Fp, Deck, Private Garden 

+ Garage Deeded Parking. 
$439,900

512 Catherine St
Foster Wilson Design! Pristine 

Condition. Attention to Details, 
2 BR + Den , 2 BA, Fp, Hrwd 

Flrs finished basement, & 
Lovely Garden. $649,900

216 Wilder St
Beautiful 2552 Sq Ft, 3 

Bedroom + Fin Basement, 2.5 
BA, Hardwood Floors, Eat in 
Kitchen, Granite, & Stainless 

Steel. $399,900

90-94 E Laurel St
Development Opportunity! 

Fully Approved Plans & Zoning 
Permit - Ready to Build! 3 

Luxury 2 BR/2 BA Apt/Condos. 
One Per Floor. $360,000

812 S Swanson St
$1,100,000

SOLD IN 10 DAYS FOR 
FULL PRICE

Society Hill Towers 
Unit 5A!

South Tower. 1131 sq. ft, 2 
Bdrms, parquet flrs, Floor to 
ceiling windows surround. 

RED. $399,900

90% OF OUR BUSINESS COMES FROM FRIENDS TELLING FRIENDS!

SOLD

R
E

N
TA

L
S 822 Bainbridge St – Three Bedroom, 1.5 Bath, Hardwood Floors, Gas Heat, Full Basement, CA & Large Garden. $2400

130 Spruce St 19A – Penns landing Square - A Lovely 1000 Sq Ft Rehab. First Floor, 1 Large Bedroom, Hrwd Flrs + Private Garden $2300
248 Greenwich St – A Free Standing Colonial Home with 2 BR + Den, Hardwood Floors, Exposed brick & Fireplace. $1750
904 S 6th St – A Very Nice 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath, Private Gated Parking, Hardwood Floors & Roof Deck. $2450
5th & Monroe – 705-07 S 5th St - Fabric Lofts! 8 Fabulous (Only 2 Left) Units with Every Amenity. FROM $1800
1602 Spruce St – Brand New 1600 Sq Ft, 2 Bedroom, 2 Bath, Hardwood Floors, Large Eat in Kitchen & Floating Staircase. $2995 
212 Brown St – American Lofts - 1, 2 & 3 Bedrooms. Hardwood Floors. Light & Space. FROM $1575

WWW.CONWAYTEAM.COM

FOR MORE INFORMATION & A LIST OF OUR INVENTORY,  
PROFESSIONAL PHOTOS, OPEN HOUSES & VIRTUAL TOURS

Kathy@conwayteam.com – Patrick@conwayteam.com
Social Hill Office – 530 Walnut St #260, Philadelphia, PA 19106
Kathy: 215-850-3842 // Patrick 215-266-1537
215-627-6005

200 Christian St #10
Exquisite Designers Rehab, 3 BR + 
Den, 3.5 Spa Ba, Hrwd Flrs, Parking 
of Course & a Lovely Zen Garden/

Sitting Area to enjoy morning coffee 
or evening refreshments. $705,000

SOLD

241 S 6th St #2405 
Independence Place! Views, 

Views, Views Incredible Corner 
Unit! 2600 Sq Ft, 2+ BR, 2 

BA, Total windows surround, 
Huge Wrap Around Terrace + 
Parking Available. $1,650,000

717 S Columbus Blvd #805 
Dockside! Outstanding Custom 
Designed Designers Unit 1/1, 
Cherry Hrwd Flrs T/O, Terrace, 

Garage Parking. Incred 
Amenities, Concierge, Gym & 

Swimming Pool. $379,000

706-24 Latona St
Great Development Opp!  

Unbelievable Compound! 10 Full 
Lots w/ 3 Existing Single Family 
Homes + a Private Zen Sitting 

Garden Space. $2,199,000

1 Queen St #10 
Beautiful 3 BR, 2.5 Home, 
Garage, Hardwood Floors, 
Fireplace, Balcony, Deck 
& Meredith Catchment. 

$619,900 or Rent $2750

SALE OR RENT

927 S 2nd St
Shot Tower Place 2600 Sq 
Ft, 4 BR, 2.5 BA, Fp, Hrwd 

Flrs, Private Garden, Balcony, 
Large Deck + 2 Car Parking. 
$859,900 or Rent $3700

826 S Front St
Stunning Artist’s Home! 3300 

Sq Ft, Running Street to Street 
with Garage and Fabulous 

Indoor Garden. $1,100,000

SALE OR RENT

201 Queen St #2
Acme Piano - The Best Building. 

Fab Unit. 2000 Sq Ft, Bi Level, 
2/3, Hrwd flrs + Garage Parking & 
Roof Deck. Meredith Catchment

$579,900

306 Queen St
Lovely 3 BR, 2.5 BA. Modern 
unique architecture. 5Fp’s, 

Exquisite master suite, 
beautiful oak hrwd flrs. Garden 

& Roof Deck. $674,500

SOLD

717 S Columbus Blvd #507 
Dockside! Lovely Pristine North 
Facing Unit.1304 Sq Ft, 2 BR, 
2 BA, Hrwd Flrs T/O, Terrace, 

Garage Parking. Incredible 
Amenities, Concierge, Gym & 

Swimming Pool. $459,000

SOLD

717 S Columbus Blvd #712 
Dockside! The best Pied-a-

terre. Fabulous, pristine, North 
facing studio unit w/ garage 
parking, top shelf kit & BA, 

Hrwd Flrs & 2nd to none river 
views. $250,000

REDUCED

74 E Laurel St
Northern Liberties - New 

Construction, 2800 Sq Ft Corner 
Home, 18x43, 3 BR + 2 Dens, 
3 BA, Hrwd Flrs, Roof Decks, 

Finished Basement, Garage + 10 
Year Tax Abatement. $525,000

REDUCED

337 S 12th St #1A
Franklin Manor Condominiums 
Beautiful Bi Level 1 BR + a 2nd 
BR or Sep In-law/Office/Study 
w/ Full BA, Hrwd Flrs, Private 
Patio Space & Common Roof 

Dk. $299,900

REDUCED

SOLD IN 10 DAYS

WHAT THEY ARE SAYING
Making a long-distance move is extremely stressful, as my husband and I learned as we recently moved from Philadelphia to Wellington, Florida. This was complicated by the fact that we had purchased 
our new home prior to listing our home in Philadelphia. Finding just the right agent who could market and sell our house quickly, but at market value was of paramount importance. My husband and 
I interviewed a number of local agents before easily settling on Kathy & Patrick Conway and the Conway Team. We had never met Kathy and Patrick previously, although they came with a stellar 
reputation as the best agents in Queen Village and Society Hill Sections of Philadelphia, and we were not at all disappointed. Kathy & Patrick stood out from the other agents we interviewed in terms 
of their knowledge of our neighborhood where they also reside, and their understanding the value of our home. They took their time getting to know us and all the features of our house, and quickly 
developed a marketing plan that led us to have two full-price offers in weeks of listing our home, despite the fact that they listed the property quite higher than other agents had advised. Kathy and 
Patrick know all the City agents and are well respected by them, so they were able to get “the word” out on our property quickly. They were available, kind, and supportive throughout the entire 
process – open houses, negotiations, inspection, and appraisal. They even did the closing for us for the sale of our home since we had already moved out of state. Kathy and Patrick are highly skilled 
agents, but also do their job with kindness, compassion, and humor, which we greatly enjoyed and appreciated. We will definitely use them again when we go to sell our other properties in the City. 
– Aaron & Anne Brown (812 S Swanson St)
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