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Our Communications and Outreach Committee 
– Amy Grant, Peter Ross, Amy Shelanski, and 
Duncan Spencer – conceived of a new look for 
QVNA’s venerable publication several months 
ago and have made it a reality. 

Our goal is to build a park that supports 
local businesses, creates community 
through shared experience and thoughtful 
programming, and aims to create a space 
that is a destination for all to enjoy. 

A recently completed large-scale 
mixed-media mural has brought history, 
reflection, and beautification to a small 
street near Fabric Row.

Over two centuries ago, the White Horse 
tavern—later renamed the Black Bear—
was a popular place of amusement on 
Shippen St. (now Bainbridge St.). 

Tragically, several fires have devastated 
the neighborhood, resulting in some 
renters being displaced and losing their 
belongings. Here are some quick tidbits to 
avoid this plaguing issue.

// SEPTEMBER 2014

FALL CALENDAR OF EVENTS14 The Queen Village Book Club, South Philly 
Green Drinks, Music in Mario Lanza Park, a 
Festival at Bainbridge Green and other fun 
and exciting events happening in Queen 
Village.
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a letter from the president

 Greetings from the pages 
of the brand new QVNA magazine.  
Our Communications and Outreach 
Committee – Amy Grant, Peter Ross, 
Amy Shelanski, and Duncan Spencer 
– conceived of a new look for QVNA’s 
venerable publication several months 
ago and have made it a reality. We 
see it as one place among many for 
members of our community to get 
to know each other.  Like everything 
else in QVNA, it is driven by the hard 
work of a few dedicated volunteers, 
supported by our very lean staff, and 
aims to be responsive to the needs of 
the community.  We hope you like it 
and we’d love you to contribute to it.  
We are always seeking fresh content 
about interesting people, businesses, 
and happenings in the neighborhood.
 It has been a very eventful 
summer. On July 1, QVNA opened 
the south end of our Community 
Parking Lot, extending it all the way to 
Washington Avenue.  After extensive 
engagement with the Front Street 
neighbors most directly affected by 
the lot (and by I-95), with the Interstate 
Land Management Corporation – the 
agency that controls all the land along 
the highway – and with our operator, 
the Parkway Corporation, the Board 
opted for a single, connected lot 
with one point of entry and exit on 

Christian Street.  After careful 
consideration, Parkway installed 
appropriate traffic controls to 
assure pedestrian safety across 
Carpenter Walk. We believe this 
decision was the most prudent 
from a cost-benefit and traffic 
management perspective.  While 
we have received few or no 
formal complaints, we will remain 
engaged with stakeholders.  

 As of September 1, nearly 60 
new QVNA residents have become 
tenants of the lot, easing parking 
problems in the neighborhood and 
contributing to the financial well-
being of QVNA.  The additional funds 
generated will be devoted to worthy 
community projects, including the 
proposed Front Street Greenway.  
Spots are going fast, so don’t delay – 
call Taye at Parkway at (215) 569-8400, 
ext. 4660 to reserve a space.
 Speaking of transportation, 
I am also pleased to announce that 
thanks to the leadership of Frank 
Tavani, chair of QVNA’s Transportation 
Committee, QVNA submitted an 
application to SEPTA to explore the 
possibility of creating “single-seat” 
bus service from QV to Center City.  
A survey earlier this year indicated 
overwhelming support for such service, 
and with the state’s passage of Act 89 
this summer, there may be resources 
available.  Before any changes happen, 
however, there will be extensive 
community engagement.
 On a less positive note, 
progress seems to have stalled with 
respect to long-planned Weccacoe 
Playground renovations.  Even with 
the support of Councilman Squilla, 
we have been unable to obtain a 

definitive answer from the Nutter 
administration about the schedule of 
proposed renovations or the fate of the 
Weccacoe Recreation Center which 
sits entirely within the boundaries of 
the historic Bethel Burying Ground.  
A well-attended meeting in May at 
the African American Museum was 
followed by a smaller “design” meeting 
at Mother Bethel this June, and it 
seemed as though a consensus was 
emerging to transform the Recreation 
Center and the property immediately 
to its west into an interpretive center 
and commemorative garden.  Since 
June it has been “radio silence.”  We 
remain committed to getting at least 
the playground portion of the project 
completed in the near future, as all 
agree that the status quo is becoming 
a safety hazard for our community’s 
children. 
 In the interest of community-
building, we will be holding the 
September General Meeting in Mario 
Lanza Park.  We’ll keep business to 
a minimum so that you can socialize 
with neighbors and have fun. I am 
thrilled to report that we will be 
regaled by the fabulous Sweetbriar 
Rose, a local “roots” band fronted by 
the super-talented Heather Shayne 
Blakeslee.  Come out and reconnect 
with old friends and make new ones on 
Thursday September 18 at 7pm.  Bring 
your picnic basket and a blanket; we’ll 
provide some light refreshments.  Rain 
location: St. Philip Neri Church, 218 
Queen St.
 Looking forward to a productive 
and exciting fall in the neighborhood. 
As always, if you want to discuss issues 
of concern, don’t hesitate to email me at  
president@qvna.org.

06 september 2014

BY JEFF HORNSTEIN

GREETINGS FROM THE PAGES OF QVNA’S NEW MAGAZINE
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 Over two centuries ago, the 
White Horse tavern—later renamed 
the Black Bear—was a popular place 
of amusement on Shippen St. (now 
Bainbridge St.). The tavern occupied 
several buildings on the north side of 
Shippen, just west of 3rd St.
 One notable feature of the 
tavern remains—the little intersecting 
byway called Orianna St. In former 
times, the street was called Ball Alley, 
which described its function—men 
gathered there for ball games such 
as nine pins and skittles, drink, and 
gambling. Ball Alley was often rented 
out to organizations for celebrations 
and dinners; in 1798, even the 
president of the United States, John 
Adams, was entertained there.
 Buildings on the site were 
constructed  in the 1760s, and 
were probably used as a tavern before 
1775, when they were acquired by 
tavern keeper Anthony Fortune, who 
advertised that “he hath erected 
elegant and commodious Buildings, 
and provided every Requisite for 
STABLING HORSES after the best and 
most approved Manner.”
 Soon after opening the 
tavern, in the first years of the 
American Revolution, Anthony Fortune 
found himself under investigation 
for supposed Tory sympathies. He 
evidently survived retribution, but died 
in 1779. Later, the White Horse tavern 
came into the hands of tallow chandler 
Dean Timmons. Almost immediately, 

Timmons slid into bankruptcy, while 
alleging that he had been swindled 
in a land purchase in Kentucky. On 
Aug. 2, 1787, Dean Timmons sold the 
tavern to Philip Timmons, probably his 
brother. Under Philip’s ownership, the 
White Horse was renamed the Black 
Bear and acquired an annex containing 
a billiard room and a dining room that 
could seat as many as 80 people.
 In 1793, the Black Bear 
was purchased by Gifford Dally, the 
doorkeeper for the U.S. House of 
Representatives, who reopened it 
the following year as “Dally’s Hotel.” 
“Hotel” was a French word, employed 
during a period when French manners 
and styles had become fashionable in 
many circles, and used to denote an 
establishment that was fancier than an 
ordinary “tavern.” 
 Three years later, James 
Cameron acquired the tavern and, 
under his management, it became a 
base for Federalist political activists. 
The two elemental parties, Federalists 
and Democratic Republicans, were in 
bitter contention by this time. On Feb. 
16, 1798, Federalists from Southwark 
and Moyamensing held a meeting in 
a room of Cameron’s tavern, in which 
they approved giving support to 
candidate Benjamin R. Morgan in the 
upcoming election for state senator. 
According to the following day’s report 
in the pro-Federalist Gazette of the 
United States, “a mob” consisting of 
“friends” of the Republican candidate, 

THE BLACK BEAR TAVERN  
&  

BALL ALLEY

Israel Israel, were ejected after they 
had attempted to force themselves 
into the room.
 Within a few years, however, 
the Black Bear seems to have 
switched political allegiances. Under 
the management of John Boyd and 
subsequent proprietors, the tavern 
became known as a meeting place 
for militia regiments—most of which, 
in the early years of the 19th century, 
were partisans of the Democratic 
Republican Party and the Jefferson 
administration in Washington. During 
training exercises, militia units would 
muster their ranks in front of the 
Shippen St. tavern, and then parade 
with drums and colors throughout  
the city.
 In subsequent years, the fame 
of the Black Bear diminished, while 
nearby taverns gained popularity. 
In 1833, Shippen St. was widened, 
a covered market shambles (the 
“Washington Market”) was constructed 
in the center, and many of the street’s 
frame houses were torn down and 
replaced by buildings of brick. But 
despite its new look, this stretch of 
Shippen St. continued for most of 
the 19th century to be known for its 
rowdiness—a location for alehouses 
and brothels.

This article is excerpted from a longer essay 
by Michael Schreiber. It can be found here:  
southwarkhistory.org/ballalley.

08 september 2014

BY MICHAEL SCHREIBER
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ASK QUESTIONS
Who is the landlord? Reputation is key; 
do your homework. 

Does the rent cover utilities like 
electricity, gas, and water? If not, ask 
for estimates. 

Is the building safe and secure? Is it 
well-lit? Is it equipped with smoke 
and carbon monoxide detectors? Are 
fire exits clearly marked and easily 
accessible? 
 
Who is responsible for maintenance? 
How is maintenance reported? What is 
the average response time?

Who are your neighbors? Neighbor(s) 
on the other side of the wall/floor/
ceiling can have an immediate and 
significant impact on your quality  
of life.  

Is the landlord readily available? How 
are after-hours emergencies handled? 

UNDERSTAND THE PROCESS
 After identifying an ideal 

rental situation, you will go through an 
application process and will be asked 
to sign a lease. 
 As part of the application, your 
landlord may perform a credit check 
and seek references. An application 
fee (usually nonrefundable) may  
be required. 
 A lease is a legally binding 
document that sets forth terms by 
which the tenant and landlord must 
follow for a designated period of time. 
Breaking the lease can have significant 
legal and financial ramifications. The 
best way to avoid these ramifications is 
to READ the lease. Look specifically for 
the following: 

• The exact address 
• The term (length) of the lease
• An explanation of rent payment 
procedures, late penalties, and rent 
increases
• What utilities are included
• Termination and renewal terms 

(automatic renewal, notification 
required to vacate)
• Amount of security deposit 

The lease may also include policies 
on pets, guests, noise (“quiet 
enjoyment”), tenant improvements, 
and maintenance. 

MOVING IN & OUT
 You should request an 

inspection of the premise prior to 
signing the lease during which all 
existing conditions (damages) are 
documented and scheduled for repair. 
This document should be signed 
and dated by you and your landlord. 
Similarly, a move-out inspection 
should be performed at the end of the  
lease term. 
 Landlords in Philadelphia 
typically require a first month’s rent and 
a security deposit. These monies and 
how they’re held should be explained 
in the lease. Additional deposits may 
be required for pets. The security 
deposit must be returned (whether in 
full or less damages) within 30 days 
of the lease end date or the return 
of keys, whichever occurs first. Law 
requires landlords to pay twice the 
deposit amount if not returned within 
this time frame. 

INSURANCE
 The landlord’s insurance policy 
will not cover a tenant’s personal 
property if stolen or damaged 
(regardless of who is at fault). All 
major insurance carries offer renters 
affordable coverage for damages to 
personal items and accidents. Renters 
who have auto insurance or are 
members of alumni associations may 
be eligible for discounts through their 
policy holders. 

TIPS FOR 
RENTERS
Tragically, several fires have devastated the neighborhood, resulting 
in some renters being displaced and losing their belongings.  
While they were offered some protection under the Pennsylvania 
Landlord Tenant Act, many lacked understanding of their basic 
rights as tenants. By doing a little research and taking some 
precautions, renters can protect themselves against physical harm  
or financial burden.

BY LAUREN LEONARD
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A recently completed large-
scale mixed-media mural has 
brought history, reflection, and 

beautification to a small street near 
Fabric Row.
 Designed by local artist 
Conrad Booker, Harmony and the 
Windows of Curiosities is located at 
4th and Fulton Streets.  Booker has 
described the mural as a reflection 
of life and death, and the unfamiliar 
scenes one might see when passing by 
and looking through a window.

 The mural features a map of 
Queen Village as it appeared in 1865, 
when Fulton Street was known as 
Harmony Street and Kauffman Street 
was known as Jane Street.  The mural 
also depicts the historic Bethel Burying 
Ground where Weccacoe Playground 
is located today.  Other details, such 
as books, letters, and pottery offer 
a look into the past while expressing 
values such as knowledge, truth, and 
kindness. The butterfly handprints 
were created by children who live in 

the neighborhood. 
 This community art project 
was initiated by residents of the 400 
block of Fulton Street who sought to 
beautify a run-down facade by com-
missioning the design and installation 
of a mural.   QVNA provided support 
for the project through the Com-
munity Grants Program.  The mural 
will be officially unveiled to the com-
munity as part of the Fourth Friday 
festivities on September 26, 2014. 
                            (continue on next page)  

HARMONY 
&  

THE WINDOWS OF CURIOSITIES

PHOTO BY CHARLIE BRANAS, A RESIDENT OF FULTON STREET
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Use this map to take a walking tour of murals in the neighborhood or download our 
app, which features a self-guided walking tour of public art in Queen Village.

OTHER MURALS  IN QUEEN VILLAGE

       PEACE THROUGH IMAGINATION
414 Monroe Street

 
Assembled in 2009, this mural by Paul Santorleri 
fills a west-facing wall and an north-facing 
wall of the parking lot at the Meredith School, 
on Monroe St. between 4th and 5th streets. 
Santoleri worked with administrators at Meredith 
to design a mixed media artwork that would 
reflect sunlight and capture the spirit of the 
South Street community. 

1
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   MAXIE’S DAUGHTER
724 S. 4th Street 

By artist Andrea Lyons, this mural depicts three 
generations of the family that has owned and 
operated Maxie’s Daughter since 1922.

2

    SUMMER: THE MEETING
235 Queen Street 

Part of the ‘seasons’ series by artist  
David Guinn, this mural was sponsored 
by the Philadelphia Mural Arts Program.  
It is located in Mario Lanza Park at  
235 Queen Street.

3

4 PORTRAITS OF  
A COMMUNITY
1009 S. 3rd Street 

Installed in 2004, this mural was sponsored 
by the Delphia Project Foundation and the 
City of Philadelphia.  Designed by artist Shira 
Walinsky, with assistance from Karla Siegel, this 
mural features tile portraits made by students in 
the Philadelphia Museum of Art Delphia After 
School Art Club. 
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enjoy. The evening will conclude with 
live music and dancing to the sounds 
of the West Philadelphia Orchestra.
 The event space will be 
divided in half: the right side will be 
the sitdown dinner area, for 150 guests 
at $125 per ticket.  The left side will be 
an outdoor festival with cash bar and 
food trucks. Brauhaus Schmitz will be 
pouring fine wine and beer.
 Guests will also be among the 
first to experience The Pennsylvania 
Horticultural Society’s garden space to 
be installed at 4th Street.
 There will be lots of fun ways 
to  share your ideas about what the 
future of Bainbridge Green should 
look like.

 Our goal is to build a park 
that supports local businesses, creates 
community through shared experience 
and thoughtful programming, 
and aims to create a space that 
is a destination for all to enjoy. 
 

FUNDRAISING DONOR TREE 
 The tree is the ultimate 
metaphor for a fundraiser. A tree needs 
individual leaves to gather sunlight to 
convert into energy, branches and the 
trunk to deliver needed moisture, and 
a complex root system that attaches 
the tree to the earth and provides 
water and nutrients for the tree to 
grow and thrive. Our fundraiser mirrors 
this concept: we need the community 
to step forward to purchase a leaf, a 
branch, the trunk, and the roots. By 
purchasing a ticket or providing a 
larger donation, we will add your name 
to the donor tree.
 To make Bainbridge Green a 
thriving reality, we need the collective 
support of our neighborhood.  Join 
us on October 21 for the kickoff of 
our fund drive to make Bainbridge 
Green a world-class park for all  
to enjoy.
 Proceeds from the event will 
allow the Friends of Bainbridge Green 
to fund the next stages of design and 
implementation.

 The Friends of Bainbridge 
Green, South Street Headhouse 
District, Queen Village Neighbors 
Association, and Philadelphia Parks 
and Recreation are proud to present 
Dining and Dancing Under the 
Stars: a Fundraiser and Kickoff Event 
for Bainbridge Green. We will be 
transforming Bainbridge Green into a 
magical outdoor dining, dancing, retail 
and festival experience, complete with 
a Pennsylvania Horticultural Society 
garden space, a plated sit-down dinner 
by Southwark, Ela and Ox Coffee — 
who will dine alfresco beneath string 
lights and the sound of jazz —  and a 
food truck festival with beer and wine 
poured from Brauhaus Schmitz for all to 

DINING & DANCING UNDER THE STARS:  
A FUNDRAISER & KICKOFF EVENT FOR BAINBRIDGE GREEN
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events calendar

18th

Bring your picnic basket and enjoy a 
special performance by Sweetbriar Rose 
in Mario Lanza Park at 7pm. Rain location: 
St. Philip Neri Church, 218 Queen Street.

QVNA PRESENTS AN EVENING IN THE 
PARK WITH SWEETBRIAR ROSE 

21st
From 1–3 PM, join QVK9 as they kick 
off a dog park membership initiative, 
with the goal of raising funds to be 
able to continuously maintain and make 
improvements to the dog park at Mario 
Manza Park. 

DOG PARK MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

Come meet neighbors at 7PM and enjoy 
the final musical performance of the 14th 
Annual September Music Month Series. 
Bring a chair and enjoy the music! This 
event is sponsored by the Friends of 
Mario Lanza Park.

MUSIC IN MARIO LANZA PARK

Every Sunday from 10AM – 2PM at 
Shambles. Featuring fresh produce and 
locally prepared foods and artisanal 
goods such as soups, caneles, ice cream, 
coffee and wine.

THE FOOD TRUST’S HEADHOUSE  
FARMERS’ MARKET

22nd

From 7–8PM at Old Swedes’, discuss The 
Signature of All Things by Elizabeth Gilbert. 
The novel follows the fortunes of the 
extraordinary Henry Whittaker–a poor-born 
Englishman who became the richest man  
in Philadelphia.

QUEEN VILLAGE BOOK CLUB:  
“THE SIGNATURE OF ALL THINGS”

23rd
Experience an evening of cutting-edge, 
street style fashion for men and women 
on the runway at Headhouse Square from 
6–9PM. Featuring goods and services 
from innovative & creative boutiques and 
salons in the South Street area.

FASHION UNDER THE SHAMBLES

From 5–9PM, visit South Street & Fabric 
Row for an evening of art, music, food 
and shopping. Stop by 4th and Fulton to 
meet artist Conrad Booker in front of his 
new mural masterpiece.

FOURTH FRIDAY FT. THE NEW  
FULTON STREET MURAL 

Every Saturday from 10AM–5PM, visit 
Philadelphia’s open air artisan market at 
the Shambles. Enjoy a fresh, weekly roster 
of food artisans, crafters and artists. Shop 
for art, food, crafts, jewelry, clothing  
and more.

sept

PHAIR

First Wednesday of every month from 
6–8PM at Bridget Foy’s. Ask questions, 
network with professionals and have 
a drink with friends who share your 
commitment to living sustainably. Hosted 
by greenlimbs.com.

SOUTH PHILLY GREEN DRINKS

21st

From 6–10PM, enjoy a magical outdoor 
dining, dancing, retail and festival 
experience at Bainbridge Green. More 
info at bainbridgegreen.org.

DINING & DANCING UNDER THE STARS:  
A FUNDRAISER & KICKOFF EVENT FOR  
BAINBRIDGE GREEN
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WEB DESIGN

LUCID DIGITAL DESIGNS
Web Design, Database 
Development, Graphic Design, 
and Content Management.
Philadelphia, USA; 
http://www.luciddigitaldesigns.com

info@luciddigitaldesigns.com
215.310.5010

DRAWING CLASSES

THE BRANCH OUT PROJECT
Drawing for Reluctant 
Beginners: no stick figure is 
too embarrassing! at Old Pine 
Community Center.  
Visit The Branch Out Project on 
Facebook!
Philadelphia, PA;
http://branchoutproject.com

branches3d@aol.com 
215.483.2196

GRAPHIC DESIGN

MELISSA STITES
Graphic Design, Personalized 
Invitations, Corporate Identity, 
Posters.
Philadelphia, PA;
http://cargocollective.com/
melissastites

thisismelissastites@gmail.com
856.466.5569




