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A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
President Jeff Hornstein weighs in on
education & the Governor’s race, parking
in Queen Village, and the new Quality of
Life Committee.

THE ULTIMATE THANKSGIVING
Amy Shelanski offers this tasty recipe with row
house living in mind. Free up your oven for
baking and side dishes and cook your turkey
on your outdoor grill.

HOLIDAY SHOPPING GUIDE
To make merry all those on your gift list, shop
locally this year at the many wondrous stores
located on South Street and Fabric Row.

NEW PUBLIC ART AT BAINBRIDGE GREEN
Three recently completed public art
installations have transformed unsightly utility
boxes into fabulous works of art.

WELCOME TO THE DISTRICT
Michael Harris, the Executive Director of the
South Street Headhouse Business District,
welcomes two new businesses to Queen Village.

NEBINGER: YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD SCHOOL
Spared closure during the school district’s
downsizing frenzy just 4 years ago, Nebinger
is thriving, but still needs the community to
help it achieve some pretty lofty goals.

THE STORY BEHIND THE SPAFFORD HOUSE
Queen Village historian Michael Schreiber
writes about William Spafford, a sea captain
who sold slaves, rum, and ship provisions in
early Philadelphia.

WINTER MOVIE PREVIEW
Piers Marchant is a film critic and writer.
Find more confounding amusements at his blog
sweetsmellosuccess.tumblr.com or read his
further 142-character rants at @kafkaesque83.

QVK9’s NEW INITIATIVES & REVISIONS
TO QVNA’S BYLAWS
QVK9 promotes responsible pet ownership,
outreach, and dog run maintenance; QVNA
proposes new revisions to the bylaws.
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a letter from the president
BY JEFF HORNSTEIN

Elections for four at-large seats on
the QVNA Board will also be held
that evening.
QVNA HOSTS “ROADMAP TO GROWTH”
LISTENING TOUR

EDUCATION AND THE GOVERNOR’S RACE

The results of the gubernatorial
election are in. History has been made.
Either Tom Corbett will have escaped
his predicted defeat or Tom Wolf
will be the first challenger to defeat
an incumbent in modern PA history.
Whichever, the civic community needs
to work for a fair education funding
formula for our children. Numerous
studies have shown that Pennsylvania
has the least equitable public school
financing system in the country, shortchanging the children of Philadelphia
and other urban areas. Plus there is
little accountability for the charter
school sector. The time for talk is over;
the system is broken and must be
fixed.
On a related note, the
Philadelphia Crosstown Coalition –
of which QVNA is a charter member
– is launching a citywide campaign
supporting
neighborhood
public
education by telling positive stories
to counter the negative messaging in
the media. If you want to get involved
by telling your story about what you
like about your neighborhood school
- Meredith or Nebinger - please
get in touch with QVNA. Or, better
still, attend the November General
Meeting, at Nebinger School on
Thursday November 20 at 7:30 pm,
which will focus on public education.
06
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At the request of Councilman
Squilla QVNA hosted the first of the
Greater Philadelphia Chamber of
Commerce’s neighborhood listening
tours for its “Roadmap to Growth”
initiative on October 1st at Old Swedes.
In preparation for the 2015 mayoral
and city council contests, the Chamber
aims to get broad input from citizens as
to what the City government ought to
be doing to increase economic growth
and vitality.
About 25 neighbors
participated in a spirited discussion
around tax policy, small business
support, public transportation, and
creative development opportunities
like the pop-up park at Spruce Street
this summer. QVNA will work with
the Chamber and the South Street
Headhouse District to make sure the
voices of neighborhood businesses
and residents are heard. If you want
to participate individually, log onto the
Chamber’s digital platform at www.
roadmapforgrowth.com.
PARKING, QUALITY OF LIFE COMMITTEE,
HOLIDAY PARTY

QVNA’s expanded Community
Parking Lot continues to gain new
tenants steadily. It’s going to snow
soon, so secure yourself a space
before we are sold out! Due to the
lot’s success, stay tuned for the revival
of QVNA’s Community Grant making
process in early 2015.
Thanks to all who came out
to our two fall “mixers.” On Thursday
September 18, a good crowd of
neighbors met in Mario Lanza Park to

eat and drink and hear the amazing
QV resident Heather Blakeslee and her
trio, Sweetbriar Rose. On Thursday
October 16, we mingled at Headhouse
Crab & Oyster Company, with QVNA
supplying the appetizers and the bar
providing heavily discounted cocktails.
(Sadly, HCOC lost its lease and has
since closed.) We are experimenting
with new ways to build community in
Queen Village and remain open to all
suggestions for making our monthly
gatherings more informative and fun.
I’m also pleased to announce
that QVNA has formed a new Quality
of Life Committee – which aims to
become a one-stop shop for tackling
QOL issues such as neighborhood
cleanliness,
recycling,
nuisance
establishments,
street
repairs,
sustainability, greening, and anything
else that impacts our residents’ daily
lives. Kudos to Lauren Leonard and
Kelly Ganczarz for agreeing to co-chair
the committee. Check out the QOL
Committee’s webpage at qvna.org for
more details or to get involved.
Last but certainly not least:
QVNA is built on volunteer labor.
Dozens of residents put in countless
hours every year to make our
neighborhood one of Philadelphia’s
finest places to live. In appreciation
for all the hard work, at our Annual
Holiday Party on Thursday December
18 at 6:30pm at Old Swedes, we will
honor those who have given their time
and energy to QVNA in 2014. QVNA
will supply food and wine, bring a glass
for the 2nd annual wine tasting, and
there will be prizes for whoever brings
the best dessert.
As always, your input on any
issue related to our community is
welcome. Feel free to email me at
president@qvna.org.
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THE VOICE OF THE VILLAGE
• Parking spaces in the newly expanded Queen Village Parking
Lot are going fast. To rent a parking space at the below market
rate of $100/month, call (215) 569-8400, ext. 4660 or email
tmogus@parkwaycorp.com.
• Residents may now register their cell phones and
e-mail addresses with Philadelphia Streets Department at
philadelphiastreets.com in order to receive real-time messages
concerning City services, vital information, and news.
• On Thanksgiving Day (November 27th), Christmas Day
(December 25th), and New Year’s Day (January 1st) the Streets
Department will be closed, and garbage collection will be
delayed by one day for the rest of the week. During these holiday
weeks, please do not curb your garbage or recycling in Queen
Village until Friday evenings for collection on Saturdays.
• Many people assume that plastic bags are recyclable in the
Philadelphia Streets Department’s curbside recycling program.
Although this assumption is understandable, plastic bags are in

fact not recyclable curbside. Plastic bags tear and wrap around the
moving parts in the recycling processing machines and systems,
leading to increased maintenance costs, equipment damage, and
even worker safety issues. Whole Foods (929 South Street) and
Rite Aid (522 S. 2nd Street) collect plastic bags for recycling.
• Did you know that the average person throws away 1,600 pounds
of garbage per year? Be better than average by composting your
kitchen scraps and food waste with Bennett Compost. For $15/
month, subscribers receive a lidded container and weekly curbside
collection. Visit bennettcompost.com to sign up.
• The Philadelphia Department of Revenue has announced that
applications are now being accepted for the 2015 Senior Citizen
Real Estate Tax Freeze Program. The program helps senior citizens
save money by “freezing” their real estate taxes at current year’s
rate. Once approved, the homeowner’s real estate taxes will not
increase. To learn about qualifications or the application process,
call (215) 686-6442 or visit phila.gov/revenue.

TROT THAT TURKEY OUT OF THE KITCHEN
BY AMY SHELANSKI
Before you do anything remove
all the parts inside the turkey - giblets,
liver, anything in a plastic bag! Also
remove any extra fat. Rub the turkey
inside and out with some kind of fat or
oil and season with salt and pepper.
To brine or not? That’s up to you - lots
of great recipes online for brining and
gravy.
Now, get ready to grill! Set up
the grill for indirect heat. Put two piles of
charcoal on opposite sides of the bottom
charcoal grate leaving an open area in
between them. Place an aluminum pan
in the open area to catch drippings. The
charcoal is ready when it’s lightly covered
with grey ash. Use tongs to distribute the
coals evenly as close to the sides of the
kettle as possible. Put on the top grate
and place the turkey, breast side up,
on a roasting rack set inside two large
disposable foil pans and place the pan
over the open area. Close the lid. Every
hour, add five to eight briquettes to each
charcoal pile to maintain a fairly even
level of heat. Drop them gently to keep
ashes off the turkey.
When the lid is open tilt the
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turkey to capture juices in the pan.
Cook until an instant-read thermometer
inserted into the thickest part of the
thigh (not touching the bone) registers
170° to 175°F. Transfer the turkey to a
platter and let it rest for 20 to 30 minutes
(the internal temperature will rise 5 to 10
degrees during this time). Turkey needs
about 12 minutes per pound of cooking
time.
26 3/4-inch grill - 30 briquettes on each
side for the first hour. Add 9 briquettes to
each side every hour
22 1/2-inch grill 25 briquettes on
each side for the
first hour. Add 8
briquettes to each
side every hour.
18 1/2-inch grill 20 briquettes on
each side for the
first hour. Add 7
briquettes to each
side every hour.

Gas Grill: Ignite the grill and turn all
burners to high. Close the lid and
preheat 10 to 15 minutes to bring the
grill to 500 to 550 degrees. Turn burners
down to medium heat. Place turkey
breast side up in a roast holder inside a
foil drip pan. Position pan in the center
of the cooking grate and place the lid on
the grill. For three burner grills, set front
and back burners to medium and turn off
center burner. For two burner grills, turn
the front and back burners to medium.
Keep grill covered.

november 2014
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HOLIDAY
SHOPPING GUIDE
‘TIS THE SEASON. FOR SHOPPING! TO MAKE MERRY ALL THOSE ON YOUR GIFT LIST,
SHOP LOCALLY THIS YEAR IN QUEEN VILLAGE.

1 For the dapper man—or the man being
subtly steered in a dapper direction—visit
the fine folks at Armour (704 S. 4th Street,
armourphiladelphia.com).

2

Treat your lady like a princess at
Urban Princess (620 S. 4th Street,
urbanprincessboutique.com). Satisfy her
inner Carrie Bradshaw by hoofing it over
to Bus Stop Boutique (727 S. 4th Street,

Gallery (746 S. 4th Street, paradigmarts.
org) and framing from Trinity Framing (701
S. 3rd Street, trinityframing.com).

8 Nothing starts a conversation like a truly
unique gift from Jinxed & Tucker’s Digs
(611 S. 4th Street, jinxedphiladelphia.com).

9

Pick up something vintage and
homemade at Moon & Arrow (754 S. 4th

Need something for the four-legged
and fuzzy? Shop Doggie Style (604 S.
2nd Street, doggiestylepets.com), The
Pet Snobs Boutique (530 S. 4th Street,
thepetsnobs.com), and Walk It Like A
Dog (934 E. Moyamensing Avenue,

Street, moonandarrow.com).

walkitlikeadog.com).

busstopboutique.com)

3

Sweat Fitness (700 E. Passyunk Avenue,
sweatfitness.com) and Optimal Gym (325
Bainbridge
Street,
optimalgym.com)
and classes at Philly in Movement (500
Kenilworth
Street,
phillyinmovement.
com), DIG Yoga (410 Monroe Street,
digyoga.com), Practice Yoga (804 S. 4th
Street, practiceyogastudio.com), and the
Performance Art Center for Kids (729 S. 4th
Street, phillypack.org).

15 Educate with gifts from Brickbat Books
(709 S. 4th Street, brickbatbooks.com)
and Headhouse Books (619 S. 2nd Street,
headhousebooks.com).

Erase holiday stress with gift cards to
4 Create harmony with the gift of music 10 For the hands-on, DIY type (and for 16
Juju Organics (713 S. 4th Street, jujusalon.
from Noise Pollution Records (619 S. 4th
Street), Bluebond Guitars (511 South 4th
Street, bluebondguitars.com), and Liberty
Bellows (614 S. 2nd Street, libertybellows.

stringing those lights) search the shelves
of Cohen & Co Hardware (615 E. Passyunk

com).

Get crafty at Beadworks (619 E.
Passyunk Avenue, beadworksphiladelphia.
com), B. Wilk Fabrics (618 S. 4th Street,
bwilkfabrics.com), Jack B. Fabrics (748
S. 4th Street, jackbfabrics.com), Maxie’s
Daughter (724 S. 4th Street), and Mutt

5

Coffee and tea for under the tree:
Cups & Chairs (701-03 S. 5th Street,
cupsandchairs.com), OX Coffee (616 S. 3rd
Street, oxcoffee.com), Milk & Honey (518
S. 4th Street), Red Hook (765 S. 4th Street),
Philadelphia Java Co. (852 S. 2nd Street),
and Bodhi Coffee (410 S. 2nd Street,
bodhicoffeephila.com).

6

Get thrifty (and find that ubiquitous ugly
Christmas sweater) at Nostalgia (705 S.
5th Street, etsy.com/shop/nostalgiastore),
Philly AIDS Thrift (710 S. 5th Street,
phillyaidsthrift.com), Retrospect (508 South
Street) and Wilbur (716 S. 4th Street,
facebook.com/thewilburvintage).

7 Deck the walls with art from Paradigm

Avenue, cohenandcohardware.com).

fabriqspa.com).

11

17 For the foodie, gift cards to Redwood

Airbrush and Art Supply (608 S. 4th Street).

12 For their entertainment, tickets to the
Shubin Theatre (407 Bainbridge Street,
shubintheatre.com) and the TLA (334 South
Street, tlaphilly.com).

13

Visit Bicycle Revolutions (756 S.
4th
Street,
bicyclerevolutions.com),
Community Bikes and Boards (712 S. 4th
Street, communitybikesandboards.com),
and Nocturnal Skate Shop (533 South
Street, nocturnalskateshop.com) and get
some deals on some wheels.

14
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com), and Fabriq Spa (729 S. 4th Street,

Motivate

with

memberships

to

(340
South
Street,
redwoodphilly.
com), Bridget Foy’s (200 South Street,
bridgetfoys.com), Ela (627 S. 3rd Street,
elaphilly.com), Southwark (701 S. 4th Street,
southwarkrestaurant.com), New Wave (784
S. 3rd Street, newwavecafe.com), Kennett
(848 S. 2nd Street, kennettrestaurant.com)
and the slew of other fine Queen Village
eateries.

18

Because no stocking is sufficiently
stuffed without candy, shop Sweet Tooth
(630 S. 4th Street, phillysweettooth.com).
*This list features just a few of Queen
Village’s fine establishments. For a more
complete list of retail and restaurants
in the district as well as locations,
visit southstreet.com.
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PUT SOME PAINT ON IT
THREE RECENTLY COMPLETED PUBLIC ART INSTALLATIONS HAVE TRANSFORMED
UNSIGHTLY UTILITY BOXES INTO WONDROUS WORKS OF ART.
PHOTOS BY JASON CHEN

CALO BUSCANIGUA

www.flickr.com/#/photos/calosimple

“The portraits on my box are from
pictures I’d taken. In El Salvador (where
I’m from) people can communicate in
different ways. [On] the front of my box
is a lady from Panahachel, Guatemala,
she’s knitting a pattern - the patterns
you wear can represent the town or
family you’re from. On the other side of
the box, there is a little girl, from Santa
Tecla, El Savador - she sells chilies.
In El Salvador you can find people
selling outside in marketplaces all the
time – it’s a way of life, being outdoors
everyday interacting with people.”
HAHA
x
Paradigm,
a
collaboration
between
HAHA
Magazine and Paradigm Gallery, is
a artist-to-community program that
brings artists and interactive arts
projects from around the world to
Philadelphia. On Saturday, August 30,
2014, HAHA x Paradigm sponsored
an urban beautification project in
Bainbridge Green with artists My Dog
Sighs, Calo Buscanigua, and Kelly
Kozma.
Utility boxes, which house
telephone wires, served as canvasses
for each artist and helped inspire
original artworks that depict different
modes of communication. The Friends
of Bainbridge Green, who helped
organize this program, hope that the
artwork will provide inspiration for
future development of the area.
The artists also participated
in a panel discussion at Paradigm
Gallery (746 S. 4th Street) where they
described their pieces in detail.

12

november 2014

MY DOG SIGHS

www.mydogsighs.co.uk

“I use text and lyrics a lot in my
work and that has a lot to do with
communication. Each day I walked
past the park, there were guys sleeping
on the benches – it was a space for
them. One day I walked by with my
iPod on and a UB40 song came on
‘I Am One in 10’… “I am a one in
ten, a number on a list. I am a one in
ten, even though I don’t exist. Nobody
knows me, but I’m always there.”
When we started, I got my pencil out
and wrote the [lyrics to the]
entire song all over the box,
and I painted over it and
most of it disappeared. The
park is a beautiful, positive
space - that was just one
observation…it’s always nice
to create some link to the
space you work in.”

KELLY KOZMA

Kellykozma.com

“I’ve always admired the whole yarn
bombing movement, so I used the
imagery from something that’s knit,
to kind of yarn bomb it with paint. I
adapted it so it took on a more organic
nature. It’s in the park, so I wanted to
reference what was growing around it.
It has that patterning of the knitting
but it also grows and kind of moves in
different ways then if it were just on a
needle.”

WELCOME TO THE DISTRICT
BY MICHAEL HARRIS

The South Street Headhouse District is a renowned commercial corridor that has some
of the best restaurants, retailers, and services in Philadelphia. This column explores two
new businesses that have recently opened in the Queen Village section of the District.
FABRIQ SPA

728 S. 4th Street
www.fabriqspa.com
(215) 922-3235
Fabriq Spa is an urban retreat
tucked away in the heart of Philadelphia’s
Fabric Row. This boutique spa is the creation
of Acupuncturist Gabrielle Applebaum
(2013’s Best Acupuncturist from Be Well
Philly) and Esthetician Eileen Cox, whose
vision is dedicated to a seamless approach
to beauty, heath, and wellness.
 	
The spa is furnished with antiques
and art that are part of the fabric of our lives
and history. Clients and patients should feel
at home and welcomed when spending
time at Fabriq Spa.
 	
Fabriq’s focus is to treat each

client as an individual and work with
them to achieve results. Product lines are
researched carefully and we continuously
update products and services to ensure
our clients leave Fabriq nourished and
well from the inside and out. They also
partner with products lines who share a
similar passion by creating products that
are organic, cruelty free and made of food
grade and wild crafted ingredients.
 	
Their team are encouraged
to draw on their extensive experience
to deliver exceptional service so each
treatment is unique.

LAS BUGAMBILIAS CASA DE ARTESANIA
112 South Street
www.lasbugambiliasphilly.com

The Mexican restaurant, Las
Bugambilias (148 South Street), has now
opened up a Mexican homeware and gift
store, Las Bugambilias Casa de Artesania.
Owner, Michelle Zimmerman, was always
asked by customers where they can acquire
some of the items in the restaurant or her
suggestions on where to buy Mexican
crafts. Now they have a store to make
eating and living cheerful and beautiful!
For the serious art collection,
they have authentic, one of a kind Mexican
Artesania. From hand painted ceramic
dishes, beautiful blown glass to hard wood.
They also have hand painted furniture
and artful wicker furniture to trompe l’oel
Mexican art.
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NEBINGER: DISCOVER AND SUPPORT
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD SCHOOL
BY ELEANOR INGERSOLL
“In my halls, you can hear a pin-drop,” says
Principal Anh Nguyen-Brown as we walk
through the four floors of Nebinger School
at 6th and Carpenter Streets. And she’s
right, floor after vacant floor, except for the
occasional bathroom run or teacher’s errand.
Students responded “hi Principal Brown”
as she greeted each, by name. Room after
room, kids worked in small, focused groups,
listening intently to a discussion, gathered
around a teacher’s science experiment,
or comparing stylistic changes of screen
adaptations. Today, it’s Hitchcock’s The
Landlady.
This is a different Nebinger than
was on the District’s chopping block 4 years
ago. Principal Burnley kept things afloat for
2 years. Upon his retirement, Brown was
tapped for the job. This marks her second
year at the helm. “Everything we do is
always children first. Every decision we make
will be for them.” You can feel the energy in
the school; plus there is a sense of pride in
purpose amongst the staff. Brown attributes
it to changing the cultural dynamic within
the school. “It was more like islands, less
collaboration.” Brown identified the need
for distributive leadership. That’s the
concept of “taking the missing piece – a say
and stock in the mission of the school – and
encouraging an exchange of ideas by giving
teachers decision making opportunities.”
This
encouragement
came
naturally for Brown, who jumped many
hurdles in coming to the U.S. in 1975 from
Viet Nam, “back before there were ESL
classes,” she laughs. She earned a Masters
in Elementary Education from Temple and
a Masters in Education Leadership from

Cabrini. She taught for 8 years, worked in
the Central Office for 2 and was a Teacher
Leader for a year and a half before the
collapse of the District’s budget.
As the budget woes continue,
it’s hard to feel them inside these walls.
And that’s thanks, in part, to the Friends of
Nebinger. This core group of volunteers, with
no children attending the school, has come
together to build a stronger community by
supporting it’s greatest asset – children.
Formed in 2011, the group
collaborates with Brown to raise funds
through grants, Principal award Nominations,
outreach to children’s theaters, and School
Spirit nights at local restaurants. Their
persistent activism has resulted in Nebinger
being awarded the Picasso Art grant for
three years running, the RecycleBank grant
two years running, and a Heart Association
Edible Teaching Garden grant, plus a Soak
it Up grant from the Philadelphia Water
Department to maintain the new storm
water garden in the schoolyard. Mother
Bethel A.M.E and St. Peter’s Church work to
support programs and needs at the school.
Debbie Stewart of the Friends of Nebinger
explains it simply, “education is the key to a
child’s future and the lifeblood of our local
and national economy. It is the responsibility
of the community to support local public
education.”
But the list of exciting things
continues. The rain garden will serve as an
outdoor classroom for scientific study in
collaboration with the Philadelphia Green
School Alliance. A student production of
‘The Little Mermaid’ will debut in spring; the
first production in memory. This fall saw the

KNOWLEDGE

arrival of a fully revamped Library, organized
and manned by volunteers, plus a dedicated
Art teacher. There is an ongoing strong
music program with 16 in-house keyboards,
woodwinds, strings and percussion. What’s
more, there’s a computer lab outfitted with
30 Apple desktops.
But Brown work’s is not done.
Teachers continually tweak the math
instruction with project-based learning
to “address pockets of problems.“ She
is mandating more writing across the
curriculum with “less multiple choice and
more emphasis on how to identify, verbalize,
and support answers.”
Ly Nguyen (no relation) has taught
at Nebinger for 8 years and seen the stylistic
differences of 4 principals.
“Teachers
used to come in and be concerned with
only their classroom and then leave at
3:09. But now Principal Brown gives us so
many opportunities to have a voice and
teach to our strengths that when we are
here, we are happy. There’s so much more
communication and planning to create
individualized, rigorous work. We now use
Lesson Plans on Google so teachers can
access each others lesson plans and offer
support with content cross over!”
So Nebinger has the leadership,
the dedicated staff and a student body
excited to learn, but it still needs the
community. On Thursday November 20,
2014 at 7:30PM, QVNA will hold it’s monthly
meeting at Nebinger. We invite all residents,
especially those with young children in
the school’s catchment, to meet Principal
Nguyen-Brown, and discover this gem of a
Neighborhood School.

|
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Captain William Spafford
sold slaves, rum, and ship
provisions in early Philadelphia
BY MICHAEL SCHREIBER
Below is a brief sketch of the life of William Spafford. William and his wife Rebecca were the first
occupants of the large house still standing on the northwest corner of Front and Bainbridge.
William Spafford was born in
the last years of the 17th century and
died in 1768. He married Rebecca
Ellis at the First Presbyterian Church in
1719. Tragically, their son William Jr.
died seven years later, and their son
Thomas died in 1730.
Early in life, Spafford became a
sea captain, ship owner, and merchant.
Newspaper ads of the time show
that in 1720 he was master of sloop
William, which he sailed to Antigua.
Spafford continued his sea voyages
throughout the next decade, sailing
the Three Bachellors to Barbados in
the early 1730s, the Charming Sally to
Ireland in 1736, and the brig Mary to
Lisbon in 1738.

Spafford sold a variety of
imported products at his store, which
was located on the ground floor of his
dwelling house at the corner of Front
and Market. Slaves were included
among his merchandise. For example,
in August 1731 he advertised the sale
of “a very likely Negroe woman … fit
for housework or plantation work,”
along with a cargo of good green tea.
In July 1741, he had a “Negro Man”
and “Negro Girl,” along with a lot of
West India rum and Moscovado sugar.
Around that time, Spafford was
making the transition from sea captain
to the business of providing ropes and
other equipment to ships. Spafford’s
ropewalk was located on the Passyunk
Road,
near
the
corner of Oak Street
(now
Bainbridge).
William Spafford also
advertised that he
sold “ship chandlery,
with
cables
and
cordage of all kinds”
at a store on Samuel
Powell’s wharf.
The economic
risks of the chandlery
trade became clear
in November 1760,
when Spafford and
other
chandlers,
a sailmaker, and a
ship builder placed
a notice in the
newspapers asking
for the apprehension

of one John White. They reported that
White had ordered a brigantine, called
the Ranger, built, fitted out, and filled
with cargo. Then, together with his
wife, he sailed away to an unknown
port, without paying any of the people
who had built and provisioned the
ship.
Although William Spafford sold
people into bondage, he apparently
saw no conflict between that endeavor
and helping to support the church. In
1753, he was listed as a manager of
the lottery to raise money to build a
steeple onto the Second Presbyterian
Church in Arch Street.
In 1762, Spafford purchased a
lot of ground nearby at the corner of
Front and Shippen (now Bainbridge)
Streets. According to an insurance
report, Spafford’s elegant townhouse
was constructed later that year.
Finally, a newspaper notice
of June 2, 1768, indicated that the
Passyunk Road property of William
Spafford, deceased, was to be
auctioned off by the sheriff. The
property tax roles of 1769 list a Widow
Spafford as living in Southwark, with
one servant and one cow. Possibly
Rebecca Spafford still resided in
the grand townhouse at Front and
Shippen Streets. Currently, the house
— built with profits gained from the
slave trade — is being renovated
for use as a single-family home.
This article is excerpted from a longer essay
by Michael Schreiber. It can be found here:
southwarkhistory.org/spafford.

PHOTO BY JOHN MORAN FROM THE COLLECTION OF THE FREE LIBRARY OF PHILADELPHIA (C. 1868)
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Fall Movie Preview
BY PIERS MARCHANT
As always, the studios have high hopes for their prestige pictures, which aren’t designed
to rake in untold millions as their big, glossy summer brethren. Rather, they are meant
to make up for the wasteland of much of the rest of the year and reassure the world that
the big studios can still conjure up genuine cinematic genius. Here are some of the bigstudio films coming out over the next couple of months that should generate the most
pop-culture heat -- and make the most noise come end-of-the-year awards time.

FOXCATCHER The film
tells the alarmingly
true
story
of
millionaire scion Jon
Du
Pont
(played
brilliantly by Steve
Carell), a deranged
recluse on his massive
family estate, who became obsessed
with Olympic wrestling in the late ‘80s,
and brought in a pair of Gold-medal
winning brothers (Channing Tatum, Mark
Ruffalo) in order to field a team of his
own, with tragic results. Taut, creepy and
heartbreaking, the film is every bit as
gritty and unsentimental as the material
its presenting.
Projected Nominations: Best Actor
(Carell, who will make everyone forget his
doofy comic persona), Best Supporting
Actor (Tatum, who’s very good; and
possibly Ruffalo, who’s excellent), Best
Picture, Best Director, Best Screenplay
THEORY OF EVERYTHING
A
bio-pic
about
Stephen
Hawking,
one of the most
brilliant physicists in
the world, stricken as
a college student with
ALS, yet surviving and
thriving. One of the revelations of TIFF
this year was just how good an actor
Eddie Redmayne actually is. The former
Les Mis revolutionary is absolutely
mesmerizing in the lead role, and Felicity
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Jones, playing Hawking’s ex-wife, is also
excellent. The film mostly steers clear of
simple bio-pic clichés while maintaining
a degree of honesty with its characters
that is commendable.
Projected Nominations: Best Actor
(Redmayne, who might have this one in
the bag), Best Picture (Oscar loves an
inspiring true story), Best Supporting
Actress (Jones)
INHERENT VICE I would
have more trepidation
about this one -based on an early
Thomas
Pynchon
novel -- if I didn’t
have as much faith
in the film’s director,
Paul Thomas Anderson. Anderson has
shown a propensity for working with
difficult, tonally complicated material in
the past, so there is hope his adaptation
of Pynchon’s darkly comic novel about a
well-baked private investigator (Joaquin
Phoenix) getting in over his head on a
case in early ‘70’s L.A., will work in ways
we can’t even begin to predict.
Projected Nominations: Best Actor
(Phoenix, who was absolutely robbed
on The Master), Best Actress (Reese
Witherspoon, unless she ends up
competing against herself in both Wild
and The Good Lie), Best Picture, Best
Director, Best Score, Best Adapted
Screenplay, etc. etc.

THE HOBBIT The Battle
of Five Armies: After
the first Peter Jacksonhelmed Hobbit film, I
wrote a fairly negative
review, the gist of
which was this was
all stuff we had scene
before in LOTR saga, only with a good
deal less at stake and less interesting
characters. Naturally, this set many of the
adult Tolkien-cultists on a kind of MiddleEarth jihad against me, so I was fortunate
to find more to enjoy in the second film
of the trilogy. If nothing else, Smaug set
up what sounds like a pretty exciting
conclusion to the series.
Projected Nominations: Best Picture,
Best Director (Jackson, the native Kiwi,
who still gets to shoot these epics in his
backyard)
INTERSTELLAR
Christopher
Nolan
releases his next sci-fi
magnum opus in early
November. As with
all things Nolan, it’s
been very hush-hush,
but from the trailers,
we can conjecture
it involves a space pilot (Matthew
McConaughey), who leads a group
of scientist-explorers (including Anne
Hathaway) on a desperate mission to
find a new planet for humans to colonize.
Needless to say, there is a great deal of
excitement here, and the fact that it was
held from summer release in lieu of a
more sober awards-season timed debut
suggests Paramount thinks it has a big
winner on its hands.
Projected Nominations: Best Picture,
Best Director, Best Actor (McConaughey,
though I don’t know if Twitter can handle
another of his acceptance speeches), Best
Actress (Hathaway), Best Special Effects,
Best Editing, Best Cinematography, etc.

QVK9’S NEW DOG PARK MEMBERSHIP
DRIVE AND MUTT STRUT SUCCESS
QVK9 (Queen Village K9) is a social group of pet
owners that promote responsible pet ownership, outreach,
and dog run maintenance in our neighborhood. QVK9 is
not just for dog owners - anyone with a passion for animals
is welcome to join.
Almost every third Sunday of each month at 10:30
am, QVK9 sponsors a clean-up of the Mario Lanza Dog
Run. Consider joining us to help us keep our dog park
beautiful and safe. We also offer monthly Yappy Hours,
volunteer opportunities with local animal charities, and pet
educational programs.

QVK9’s team had raised over $2,500 for PAWS. This year,
Team QVK9 was the Top Fundraising Team for the second
consecutive year, raising a record-high $7,500 for PAWS’
lifesaving efforts!
To learn more, please visit facebook.com/qvk9 or qvk9.
org. We are always looking for volunteers to help with
fundraising events, park clean-ups, and other dogrelated events throughout the year! If you are interested
volunteering, please contact us at bark@qvk9.org.

MARIO LANZA DOG PARK MEMBERSHIP
On September 21, 2014, QVK9 raised
$1200 as part of a new dog park
membership initiative and party at
Mario Lanza Park. This event provided
an opportunity for neighbors and
pups to socialize and support ongoing
efforts towards maintenance and
improvements to the dog run. If you
are not yet a member of the park and
would like to be, visit qvk9.org.
QVK9 RAISES $7,500 FOR PAWS
PAWS (Philadelphia Animal Welfare
Society) held its 8th Annual Mutt
Strut on October 11, 2014. Last year,

FURTHER REVISIONS TO QVNA’S BYLAWS
BY CINDY A. ELLIOTT, ESQ.
In the March 2014 issue of The Crier, QVNA’s Board
presented proposed revisions to Queen Village Neighbor
Association’s bylaws. Based on feedback the Board received
from the Membership, the Board subsequently decided
to remove all references to the Membership level that was
proposed for non-residential property owners. The new
revision, which we are submitting to the Membership for
consideration, contains the following additions:
• the amendment of the Purpose statement in Section II,
as adopted by the Board;
• a change in the reference to the Association publication,
from The Crier to the QVNA Magazine; and
• inclusion of a Board-adopted policy that voting by the
Board may be done electronically, as well as at meetings,

subject to the same conditions as voting at face-to-face
meetings.
This article is notice that a vote of the Membership to
accept or reject these revisions will be held during the January
15, 2015 General Meeting. Copies of the new draft, as well
as red-lines of the new draft against the 2007 and April 2014
versions, can be found online at www.qvna.org, or picked
up at the QVNA office located at the Weccacoe Playground
Building (400 Catharine Street).
The Queen Village Neighbors Association’s Board
plans to continue to explore the possibility of engaging nonresidential property owners and area business owners in ways
that are acceptable to the membership and consistent with
the goals of QVNA.
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events calendar

2nd
nov

through

dec
10th
late
nov

through

19th
13th
dec

THE FOOD TRUST’S HEADHOUSE
FARMERS’ MARKET
Every Sunday from 10AM – 2PM at
Shambles. Featuring fresh produce and
locally prepared foods and artisanal
goods such as soups, caneles, ice cream,
coffee and wine.

29th
15th
jan

nov

20th
nov

18

1

dec
LEAF COLLECTION
From 9am-3pm, take your bagged leaves
to the Streets Department collection
site at Broad and Christian for recycling.
Biodegradable bags will available for
pickup at Weccacoe during office hours
and by request to qualityoflife@qvna.org.

st

through

7th
7th

jan

dec

nov

through

22nd
nov

BABY STORYTIMES
Every Tuesday at 10:15am, join children’s
librarian Ms. Lindsay at the Charles
Santore Branch of the Free Library for
lap-time with stories, songs, rhymes, and
bounces. Siblings are always welcome.

Dress for the weather, wear work gloves, and
help neighbors plant trees throughout the
neighborhood. Event starts at Weccacoe
Playground at 9am. No prior experience
necessary.

DISCOVER THE NEBINGER SCHOOL/
QVNA BOARD ELECTION
At 7:30pm, visit the Nebinger School at
6th and Carpenter and meet with Principal
Brown and other school supports. Cast your
vote in 2014-15 QVNA Board election.

november 2014

Dress for the weather, wear work gloves,
and help neighbors bag leaves and weed
and mulch around newly planted trees.
Event starts at Weccacoe Playground at
9am. No prior experience necessary.

SOUTH PHILLY GREEN DRINKS
First Wednesday of every month from
6–8pm at Bridget Foy’s. Ask questions,
network with professionals and have
a drink with friends who share your
commitment to living sustainably. Hosted
by greenlimbs.com.

WINTER WONDERLAND, TREE LIGHTING
& CHRISTMAS VILLAGE
Celebrate the spirit of the season as South
Street Headhouse District presents their
annual extravaganza Winter Wonderland
from 4pm to 7pm at the Shambles.

18th

QUEEN VILLAGE HOLIDAY PARTY

10

TREECYCLING

dec

TREE PLANTING
WITH QUEEN VILLAGE TREE TENDERS

TREE MULCHING & LEAF COLLECTION

jan

th

Celebrate the holidays with neighbors at
Gloria Dei Church from 6:30–9:30 pm.
Sample a selection of white and red
wines in our B.Y.O.G (Bring Your Own
Glass) Wine Tasting (limited availability).

Bring your tree (free of decorations)
to Weccacoe between 10am and 1pm
or to Whole Foods between 10am
and 4pm. Mulch from chipped trees
will be distributed throughout the
city. Suggested donation is $5/tree.
Contact treecycling@greenlimbs.com
for more info.

fall / winter 2014
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KATHY, PATRICK AND THE

S E P T EMBE R

2014

KATHY – 215.850.3842
PATRICK – 215.266.1537
www.conwayteam.com

CONWAY TEAM

90% OF OUR BUSINESS COMES FROM FRIENDS TELLING FRIENDS!

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE HOME!
Especially this Time of Year when our Thoughts turn to Friends, Family, Holidays,
Turkey & Warmth - all comes to Mind. We have Much to be Thankful for - Living in such a
Wonderful Neighborhood and having the Opportunity to meet & Serve such Great People
and now being able to call them Friends & Neighbors.
It has been our Pleasure to Help you find or Sell your Home.

WE ARE THANKFUL & GRATEFUL FOR ALL OF YOU!

111-117 Walnut Street

NEW LISTING

137 N. Croskey Street

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

833-35 S. 3rd Street

210 Spruce Street

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

744-46 S. 10th Street

115 Catharine Street

500 South Front Street
Lovely, Wide, Bright, Open, Spacious &
Dramatic Designers Home! Lg Corner
Property, 3 + In Law/Au Pair Suite, 3 Ba,
Fp, Hrwd Flrs, Deck, Gaden + 1 Car
Garage. $975,000

MODE 7

FOUR Exquisite Properties! 1 SOLD

Redefine your Expectation for Luxury Living in the City.
Amenities are Only the Beginning. What you have come to
Expect from Luxury Homes is where we begin to Craft your
Dream Home. Private Outdoor Spaces, Vast Living Areas, the
Best in Kitchen Furnishings, Elevator, Private Parking for Two
Full Size Vehicles! 5500 Sq Ft. Visit Our Site and Explore the
Possibilities of Early Pricing and Potential Customizations to
Create a One of a Kind Home.
Starting at $2,500,000
www.111walnutstreet.com

by Masada Custom Builders
Live Your Dream in this Special European Infl uenced
5500 Sq Ft Home - 2 Car Parking, Elevator from Floor to
Roof, 5 Bedrooms, 4 Full Spa Baths, 2 Powder Rooms,
Chef ’s Dream Kitchen, Fireplace, 2nd Kitchen, 2 Decks &
Garden & Tax Abatement. Semi Private Quiet Cul De Sac
Street between 23rd & Race.

$2,199,900

922 . Moyamensing

836 S. Front Street

Queen Village - Terriﬁc Deal
A lovely traditional home with many
original details, exposed brick, wood
fl oors, 3 bdrms, 1.5 bths, fireplace, full
semi-finished basement + yard.
$394,000 RENT: $2100

The London Lightwell House 1829 A Lovely
Beautiful Period Perfect Historic 1813
Brick Federal Home. 3 BR, 2.5 Spa BA, Wd Restoration, 2200 Sq Ft, 4 BR + Lg Dormer
Burning Fp, Wood Flrs, Garden/Deck &
Rm, 2 Full & 2 1/2 BA, 6 Fp’s, Hwrd Flrs,
Meredith School District.
Lovely Garden, 1 Car Parking + Meredith
$755,000
School District. $699,000

208-10 Fitzwater Street
Queen Village pretty tree lined street, Old
& New Blend Beautifually in these
Properties, 2 Bedroom + Den /2 Bath, 2
Fireplaces, Hardwood Floors, Deck, Small
Yard. Meredith School District.
$499,900 RENT: $2100

912 S 2nd St thru
to 911 E. Moyamensing Ave
QV Super Duplex. Either Unit could be
Owners Unit each with Private Entrance,
Terrific Details, Light & Space.
$499,000

NEW LISTING

238 Queen Street, #5
A Lovely 2 Bedroom, 2 Bath Condo tucked
away in a Courtyard with 1 Car Deeded
Parking, Hardwood Floors, Deck &
Meredith School District.
$320,000

419 Fulton Street
Great 3 Bedroom, 1.5 Bath Home located
in Meredith School District, Fp, tons of
Character, Exposed Brick, hardwood
Floors, Amazing Garden and Two Decks.
$459,000

1020 S. 2nd Street

SNOCKEY’S 103 year Old Oyster House!
Your change to Buy a Terrific Investment
and a True Piece of “OLD PHILADELPHIA
HISTORY” 24 x 146 - Restaurant includes
Oyster Bar, 2 Dining Areas, Service Area &
2 Newer 1000 Sq Ft, 2 BR, 2 BA
Apartments. $1,500,000

1422 S Front Street

760 S. Front Street

Terrific Development Opportunity in the
Hot Pennsport Area! Land Square Ft is
14,100 - Lot Size is 143 Wide x 100 Deep Street to Street - 2 Street Frontages Fabulous Opportunity for Residential
Developement. $2,000,000

PENDING

842 S 3rd Street

1104 Rodman Street

Queen Village - 1 Left
4100 Sq Ft, 20 x 86, 4/5.5, 4 Fp’s Hrwd
Flrs T/0, 4 Dks, Lg Grdn, Garage Prkg, Tax
Abatement & Meredith School District.
$849,999

Beautiful Home, 25 Ft Wide,3 BR, 3.5 Ba,
Hrwd Flrs, 2 Decks, Balcony + 2 Car
Garage parking.
$879,500

RENTAL S

717 Columbus Boulevard #507
Dockside - Lovely Pristine North Facing
Unit. 1304 Sq Ft, 2 BR/2BA, Hrwd Flrs T/O,
Terrace & Garage Parking, Incredible
Amenities, concierge, gym & swimming
pool.
$553,000

1352 South Street #214
Terrific 1 Bedroom, 1 Bath Condo, 1190 Sq Ft,
Open & Spacious & Hardwood Floors. $1750

1601 Spring Garden Street #215

315 New Street #506
Bridgeview Place! Old City! Terrific NY Style
Condo, 1 Bedroom, Hrwd Flrs, Exposed Brick
& Beams. $1500

Very nice 1 Bedroom Condo with, Hrwd Flrs,
High Ceilings, Lg Windows & Southern Exposure. $2100

WWW.CONWAYTEAM.COM
FOR MORE INFORMATION & A LIST OF OUR INVENTORY,
PROFESSIONAL PHOTOS, OPEN HOUSES & VIRTUAL TOURS.

114 Kenilworth St
Great Block! Great House! Beautiful
Traditional Home. 2800 +/- Sq Ft, 4/2.5,
Hrwd Flrs T/O, FP, Lovely Garden & Terrific
Large Deck, Meredith School District
$689,000

735 Bradford Alley

Award Winning Double Property. Mansion QV Fab N/L with Garage, Terrific Light, SH A Prisitne Beautiful N/L. 3 + Den/2.5,
Home. 37 Wide x 112 Deep, 4900 Sq Ft, Space, 3 + Huge Den/2.5, Hrwd Flrs T/O, Fireplace, Hrwd Flrs T/O, Lovely garden &
5/3.5, Fp, Details, Tons of Character,
Parking.
Fp, 3000 Sq Ft + garden.
Country Gardens & 2 Car Parking.
$574,900
$1,125,500
A Must See.
$1,750,000

NEW LISTING

311 Queen Street

Society Hill!
Queen Village - 40 x 91. A Country Estate Circa 1789 - 3100 Sq Ft Pristine Perfect
Period Restoration. Corner Property, 3
in the City. A Mansion Home. 7/5.1,
bedrooms
+
family
room + 2.5 spa baths.
Gardens on Gardens & 4 Car Parking
Wood Floors, 5 Fp’s, lovely English Garden
$1,700,000
& 1 Car Parking $1,350,000

Circa 1765, beautifully restored & retains
many of the original authentic details, 4
lovely bedrooms, 1 1/4 bths, original
fl ooring, fp & lovely garden. Much to
observe & appreciate $600,000

NEW LISTING

425 Catharine Street
QV N/L - All New. St to St, 3 Bedrooms, 2
Baths, Fireplace, Hrwd Flrs, Garden &
Parking.

NEW LISTING

758 S. Front Street

Also includes 102 Fitzwater St – Circa
1764, beautifully restored w/ many original
Architectural details, 4 bdrms, 2 bths, wd
frs, fp’s + 102 Fitzwater is a 3 story, 2
bdrm, 1 bth lovely home. $750,000

PENDING

PENDING

213 Fulton Street

418 Bainbridge Street

Great Deal! Meredith School District
Pristine Perfect Move Right In, 1865 Sq Ft,
3/2.5, Fp, Hrwd Flrs, Double Garden, 1 Car A Lovely Historical home 4/5, Wood Floors,
Fp’s, Tons of Details & Character + Lovely
Parking, Garden + Meredith School
Garden. $399,900
District. $559,900

942 South Street

614 South Front Street

Great Location! 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths,
Hardwood Floors, Central Air & Basement $1800

QV! Incredible River Views, 5100 Sq Ft, 4 BR,
5.1 Ba, Fp, Elevator, Garden + 1 Car Garage. $6400

212 Brown Street (American Lofts�

501 South 5th Street

Location & Views! 1,2, & 3 BR, High Ceilings,
& Terrific Design. Starting at $1500

Society Hill! 2 Bedroom, Bi Level, 1200 Sq Ft,
Central Air & Landscaped Garden. $2100

NEW LISTING

308 Lombard Street

Circa 1803, Wonderful 4 story Federal
Period home with Jeffersonian Grace. 6
bdrms, 2.5 bths, beautiful hardwood fl oors
t/o, fireplace, great closets, & storage &
lovely garden $895.000

NEW LISTING

305 Gaskill Street
SH Super Contemporary - Stunning Design - Light & Space, 2 Bedrooms
+ Lg Den, 2 Fab European Baths, Slate &
Hardwood Flrs + Impressive, Peaceful
Japenese Garden, (Garage Monthly
Parking included) $679,900

418 South 7th Street
Lovely Federal Style Home Built in 1814. 2
Bedrooms, 2 Bath, Hrwd Flrs & Deck
$475,000

Kathy@conwayteam.com • Patrick@conwayteam.com
Society Hill Office, 530 Walnut Street, Suite #260, Philadelphia, PA 19106

DIRECT: 215.266.1537 • MAIN: 215.627.6005

Independently owned and operated member of the Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

