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Property Tax Appeal Deadline October 7!
As regular Crier readers should know, QVNA was one of the founding members of the
Crosstown Coalition of Taxpayers (CCT), a citywide federation of civic associations formed
to educate Philadelphians and their elected representatives about the “ins and outs” of the
property tax overhaul called the Actual Value Initiative (AVI). QVNA’s Tax Committee
Chairman, Richard Wolk, has been our point
person at the CCT.

The Coalition’s work has proceeded
along two tracks: On the one hand, it has
analyzed the fairness of AVI: How will the
new assessments and their tax implications
affect homeowners? Are there ways to avoid
severe hardship and displacement? CCT has
advocated for various relief measures and is
about to release a “citizens guide” that will
provide needed information about how and
when to apply for various programs to
mitigate the impact of AVI. We believe that
the relief measures already passed by City
Council along with those awaiting state
authorization, will provide a fairly robust set
of protections for many, but not all, Queen
Villagers who find their new tax burden
unmanageable.

At the same time, both CCT and the
City Controller have questioned the
accuracy of the City’s new assessment regime

Special Forum on AVI Appeals
Learn whether and
how to file a tax appeal

7 pm, Thursday, September 19

Settlement Music School

416 Queen Street

 September Book Club Selection

The Queen Village Book

Club meets on the 4th

Monday of the month at

7 pm, at Old Swedes

Church (Christian Street

& Delaware Avenue). On

September 23, the book

is Tell the Wolves I’m Home by Carol

Rifka Brunt. When her Uncle Finn, a

famous painter, dies, 14 year old June

Elbus feels she’s lost her best friend.

After the funeral, June meets her

uncle’s partner for the first time. She

learns more about her uncle, his

relationship with June’s mother, and

she navigates her own difficult

relationship with her sister.

Shot Tower spray pool
makes big splash (page 8)

Like the highly variable weather, it has been an alternately great and very trying summer for
our City and our community. Once again, public education is front and center.  On the plus
side, QVNA sponsored a highly successful summer enrichment program at the Courtyard at
Riverview, in which 30 low-income neighborhood children aged 7-13 studied computers and
video production with some wonderful instructors from Temple University’s Center for Me-
dia and Information Literacy (see page 4). The majority of the kids are students at Nebinger
and Vare; Nebinger will see an influx of new students from the closed G. Washington School,
while Vare is relocating to the Washington building at 5th and Federal. With research show-
ing that low-income kids are far more likely to lose academic ground during the summer
recess than middle- or upper-income kids, the QVNA Board and Schools and Youth Activi-
ties Committee felt that this was a worthwhile expenditure of Association funds.

While we were doing our small part to provide academic enrichment for some of our
neighborhood’s kids, a battle was raging about the future of the School District of Philadel-
phia (SDP). With a huge deficit looming, the District turned to the Commonwealth, the
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WITH YOUR CONTRIBUTION,
QVNA can support:
• Community Activities and Events
• Queen Village Friends of Parks Groups
• Neighborhood Schools
• Sidewalk Cleaning

WITH YOUR CONTRIBUTION,
QVNA can:
• contribute as a neighborhood to projects such as saving the
roof of historic Emmanuel Lutheran Church on 4th Street
• respond to emergencies such as recent neighborhood fires

WITH YOUR CONTRIBUTION,
QVNA can DO SO MUCH MORE.
Thank you for helping QVNA be so much more vital!

Here’s my contribution to QVNA’s vitality!
—  Individual $25 —  Family $50 —  Friend $100 — Benefactor $500

Name:  _______________________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________

Phone: ______________________________ Email:__________________________________________

Mail to or drop off, at QVNA, P.O. Box 63763, 19147 (Checks payable to QVNA)

Contributions may be tax deductible. QVNA Federal Tax ID # 23-2025152. Consult your tax advisor

United Way Donor Choice helps QVNA, too!
Designate Donor Choice #558 on your United Way pledge form.

Contribute online at: qvna.org/annualappeal

WITH YOUR HELP,
A MORE VITAL QVNA

QUEEN VILLAGE
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City, and the teachers to fill the gap. The “deal” struck in Harrisburg
will make the City’s once-temporary 1% increase in the sales tax per-
manent and dedicate $120 million a year to the SDP. But the state
will give the SDP the money – Philadelphia taxpayers’ money – only
if the PA Secretary of Education certifies that the District has made
sufficient “reforms.” In July, the SDP drew a dramatic line in the
sand: if someone didn’t come up with $50 million by mid-August,
schools would not open as scheduled on September 9. Rallies and
protests ensued. The City stepped into the breach, guaranteeing the
$50 million, despite an impasse between the Mayor and City Coun-
cil as to the exact source of the funds. In this atmosphere, the
District is negotiating a new contract with the Philadelphia Federa-
tion of Teachers and is seeking concessions, including substantial
cuts in compensation and changes to long-held work rules like se-
niority and longevity pay. As this issue of the Crier goes to press, the
teachers have agreed only to limited economic concessions.

Support Neighborhood Schools
As citizens and voters, I urge everyone to pay attention and make up
his or her own mind about what actions to take or not take. But as
Queen Village residents, I believe we have an obligation to do our
part to support our neighborhood schools, Meredith and Nebinger.
Meredith has long been recognized as one of the crown jewels among
the City’s primary schools, while Nebinger is definitively on the rise.
I wanted to publicly acknowledge the incredible hard work of
Friends of Nebinger stalwarts Lisa French, Debbie Stewart, and
Nebinger H&SA president and Bella Vista resident, Maureen
Fratantoni. I also wanted to thank my Board colleague Maria Rob-
erts for her generous donation of computers and office furniture to
help new Nebinger principal Anh Brown outfit the Parent Resource
Center.

Even if you are not a parent, please consider making a tax-de-
ductible contribution to QVNA’s Schools & Youth Activities Fund,
established by our QVNA Board member, head of Schools & Youth
Committee (and Meredith Home & School co-president) Leslie
Tyler. This Fund allows QVNA to help the principals and teachers
with small grants for supplies, instructional materials, and supple-
mentary support. Give at qvna.org/schools. Stay tuned for
opportunities to volunteer your time as well.

On other fronts, your Board is quite concerned about the recent
spate of fires in our neighborhood, the most recent to strike at 4th
and Catharine. Fortunately, there were no injuries this time, but two
tenants were burned out of their apartments – including one with no
renter’s insurance. (I urge all renters to invest in renter’s insurance!)
Our Public Safety Committee, under the leadership of Kim Maialetti
and Andrea Branas, partnered with the South Street Headhouse Dis-
trict to hold an information session for businesses on July 9 about
fire code regulations and best practices for enforcement. Stay tuned
for more on this important topic.

Next, I wanted to give props to our Dog Committee and neigh-
borhood dog-owners group, QVK9. After several years of careful
planning, and with the full support of the QVNA Board, our neigh-
borhood has become Philadelphia’s second to install dog waste
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as a whole. Analyses released last May raised troubling issues about
the complex statistical models and the sources of data OPA used to
estimate property values. The Controller’s analysis showed that the
OPA’s publicly available data was woefully inadequate for accurately
predicting values. Both reports gave OPA much lower marks for
accuracy than OPA gave itself. To date, the complete dataset needed
to independently evaluate the OPA’s work has yet to be released.

Due to the questions raised by these serious analyses, we urge all
Queen Village property owners to take a careful look at the assessed
values assigned to their properties. Is your property’s assessed value
within 15% of what you think it would sell for? Is the assessed value
of your property or the land on which it sits dramatically different
than that of similar properties? If you have any doubts about this, you
should consider filing an appeal with the Board of Revisions of Taxes.
The BRT is responsible for hearing and deciding all property
assessment appeals.

It is critical for property owners to understand that the OPA’s
“First-Level Review” (FLR) is NOT an appeal. You do not have to have
filed for FLR in order to file an appeal with the BRT.  The BRT’s
deadline is Monday October 7, 2013.

Fortunately you do not have to figure this out alone. On
Thursday September 19 at 7 pm (note the early start time), in lieu
of our regular General Meeting QVNA will be holding an AVI
Appeal Forum at Settlement Music School. Experts will be on hand
to walk you through the process of filing an appeal. We will help you
decide whether you ought to file an appeal, and if so, how to marshal
the evidence necessary to get a fair hearing. So, tell your neighbors
and friends about it! !

Property Tax Appeal l Continued from page 1

At Headhouse, two summer festivals
By Mike Harris, Executive Director, South Street Headhouse District

South Street Headhouse District had an eventful and event-filled
summer. Over the past 100 days, we hosted two major festivals;
63,000 visitors enjoyed food, music, art, and shopping. The August
15 Night Market, with ARTGAGE/The Philadelphia Magic
Gardens, featured over 80 food trucks and restaurants, with enter-
tainment and artists; the biggest and best Night Market yet, reports
The Food Trust. We hope Queen Village neighbors had a chance to
enjoy one of our events. Though we’ve been creating events to draw
new visitors, they are also neighborhood friendly.

September brings more. On September 21, Brauhaus Schmitz
hosts its 5th Annual Oktoberfest on the 700 block of South Street.
On September 27, historic Fourth Street/Fabric Row hosts an
expanded Fourth Friday evening on 4th Street between Lombard
and Catherine, featuring art, music and the shops of  4th Street.

The South Street Headhouse business district is home to many
Best Of Philly award winners, including this year’s awardees for Best
Bagels (South Street Philly Bagels), Best Dog Gym (WAG), Best
Men’s Gifts (Ps & Qs), and Best Spray Tan (Baked Sunless Tanning).
Racked Philly recently featured an article on “Why It’s a Great Time
to be a Male Shopper on South Street.” Find it and a Night Market
photo album on our Facebook page. Check our email newsletters,
Facebook, Twitter (@officialsouthst), or website (southstreet.com).
Or email: info@southstreet.com !
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trinity framing

701 s. 3rd st.

215.351.1600

trinityframing.com

719 S. Fourth Street
Philadelphia, PA 19147
Prepared Foods to Go
Vitamins & Cosmetics
Frequent Shopper
Discounts

Tel 215.922.1146
FAX 215.922.5150Natural Foods

Philly Media Club students develop
videos, write poetry, learn media

By David Cooper Moore

For six weeks in July and August, the Courtyard at Riverview
Community Center hosted the Philly Media Club, a technology and
media enrichment program for 30 young people between the ages of
6 and 12. I developed this program as a contributor to Temple
University’s Center for Media and Information Literacy and as the
program director of Powerful Voices for Kids (http://powerful
voicesforkids.com), a national media literacy enrichment
organization.

Participants learned about media, technology, and video
production. Students aged 10 to 12 worked with instructor Sarah
Milinski, a graduate student in Temple’s Media Studies and
Production program, to create a short “city poem” video. They
combined poetry and beats arranged on the free sound program
Garage Band with carefully-shot videos recorded on Flip Cameras,
and practiced their online research skills.

The six to nine-year olds worked with me to explore all of their
favorite media—TV shows, movies, music, video games, and apps.
They completed several creative art and technology projects, like
drawing comics, learning about websites, and worked with cameras
to understand framing and other video concepts. Councilman
Squilla observed our youngest students playing media-themed games
outdoors like “Duck Duck Frame,” where, in a modification of the
classic children’s game, they framed each other with their thumbs
and index fingers. They taught the Councilman how to play “Spot
the Shot,” a game where students watch a short video and clap each
time the shot changes.

Students also worked with STAARS, a local academic and music
enrichment program. They met local producers, musicians, and
rappers, and created their own song and music video. We hope the
Philly Media Club will become a recurring component of
enrichment in the Queen Village area. We know that students need
to “use it or lose it” when it comes to their academic learning. As a
Queen Village resident myself, I know firsthand just how much
programs like Philly Media Club, STAARS, along with others, help
kids continue learning and having fun during the summer. !

Councilman Squilla, left, and QVNA President Jeff Hornstein
joined Philly Media Club participants to learn some media tricks.
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South & Passyunk Farmers’ Market,
Philadelphia’s first, closes
On August 4, the South & Passyunk Farmers’ Market closed after a
17 year run.

It was Philadelphia’s first outdoor farmers’ market in the
modern era, featuring real farmers. The market introduced
Philadelphia to really fresh farm produce and its example marked the
start of the local food movement. Now Philadelphia has over 40
farmers’ markets.

Howard Lander, Frank Hopson, and Queen Village resident,
Bob Pierson, led the local committee that opened the South &

Passyunk Market with four
farmers on June 18, 1996.
They got approval and
financial support from the
South Street Headhouse
District, QVNA, Society Hill
Civic Association, and the
Philadelphia Neighborhood
Alliance. The market grew to
eight stands and drew a good
crowd to South Street on
Tuesday afternoons. In 2008,
when the Food Trust’s
Sunday market opened just
three blocks away with more
than 25 stands, the South &
Passyunk Market lost
customers. Last year its

remaining vendors decided not to return and this year’s switch to
Saturdays with five new vendors failed to bring in enough customers.

Pierson said he “regrets that market forces resulted in closure of
this first market but I am proud of its pioneer role in the local food
movement.”

Pierson started Farm to City in 2000, a business that now
operates 18 farmers’ markets in Philadelphia and suburban towns,
offers hundreds of farm products through its Winter Harvest
program, and helps CSA farms find members. !

President’s Report l Continued from page 2

containers along well-used dog-walking routes (see page 7). Each
container is sponsored by a local business, which has agreed to en-
sure that they are emptied regularly. We urge you to be respectful of
this program and to ONLY use the containers for dog waste. Special
thanks to Honey Pertnoy and Brent Chavis of the QVNA Dog
Committee and Sean Mellody of QVK9 for their dedicated plan-
ning and hard work.

And finally, I urge everyone with questions about their property
tax assessment to attend our special AVI Forum, to be held at Settle-
ment on September 19, in lieu of our regular General Meeting.
We’ll be discussing the appeal process and will have information on
hand to help you decide whether and how to appeal.

As always, if you have any concerns or complaints, please feel
free to email me at jeff.hornstein@gmail.com. !
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With this issue, we introduce some new
features, including occasional restaurant
profiles written by Joanna Brown, who
describes herself as “a long time QV
cook, eater, and stoop drinker with a

slightly obsessive relationship with kale.”

Hours: Monday - Thursday: 12 noon - 10 pm; Friday -

Saturday: 12 noon - 11 pm; Sunday: 4 pm - 10 pm

Quick Details: BYOB, 40% off all special rolls every

Tuesday (dine-in only), $10 lunch specials, dine-in, pick-up,

and delivery, online ordering, iPhone ordering app available,

Facebook page (10% off), 5% off if you pay with cash,

frequent customer card – 5 lunches/dinners earns you one

free, kid friendly, intimate, yet casual atmosphere, sushi bar,

limited outside seating, catering menu, party trays, excellent

quality, and consistently delicious

The Chatter: With Sushi Planet’s extensive menu everyone

is sure to find something they love—even if grandma is with

you for dinner, or the kids are picky. The menu includes hot

and cold appetizers, salads, soups, sushi, vegetarian sushi,

sashimi, sushi combos, noodle soups, hot entrees, and

desserts. Take-out and delivery party trays are offered for

groups of 3-4 to groups of 50, and per person catering

packages are also available.

Meal Steals: On a recent Tuesday night visit, with two

children in tow, we ordered a wide variety, as we always do

when visiting Sushi Planet, and left nothing for a doggie bag.

The 40% off special on Tuesday nights is a great way for

diners to try new special rolls as well as enjoy their favorites.

Insiders eat: The seaweed salad, the pork buns, yellowtail

and scallion hand roll, on-fire roll, love for tuna roll, spicy girl

roll, the sashimi dinner, super white tuna sashimi.

Final thoughts: Pack up a bottle (or 2), grab the kids, enjoy

the brightly-painted walls, attentive service, front window

tables, and the excellent neighborhood sushi you have been

missing. !

Restaurant Profile: Sushi Planet l Joanna Brown

Sushi Planet

624 South 3rd Street

215-922-5000

www.sushi-planet.com
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‘Scoop the Poop’ campaign
gets off the ground
By Honey Pertnoy

‘Scoop the Poop’ campaign has finally started! After two years of
planning, meetings, and discussions with residents, the QVNA Dog
Committee, with QVK9’s help, has begun our Scoop the Poop
campaign. Our goal is to eliminate all dog waste left on sidewalks by
making it convenient for dog owners to dispose of their pet’s waste.

We borrowed the idea from Old
City, and with funding from
QVNA, the Dog Committee
purchased special waste
containers (with bag holders and
bags) for dog waste. We installed
several in mid-August at key
locations where we ascertained
heavy dog walking traffic.

An individual or business has
assumed responsibility for emptying each container on a regular basis
The name of the sponsor is on the bag holder above the container.
Thank you to all the sponsors! For a list of the locations of
containers installed so far, go to the QVNA web site.

The Dog Committee needs everyone’s help in this endeavor. These
waste containers are FOR DOG WASTE ONLY. Please do not
deposit trash in these containers. Help us make this a successful
campaign! !



page 8 Queen Village Crier  l  September, 2013

May we bring some
color to your home or office?

R. CHOBERT
PAINTING & PAPERHANGING
641 Reed Street, Philadelphia

(215) 389-7788
CREATING BEAUTY SINCE 1967

         Pa License #PA031988

Friends of Shot Tower make
big splash with spray pool
A steaming hot day, and what better way to cool off than splashing
in a fountain of water? That became a reality once again on
Saturday, August 20, as the young Friends of Shot Tower (FOST),
along with Councilman Squilla, gathered for the ceremonial ribbon
cutting followed by the real business of the day—getting wet.

Congrats to the Friends for submitting the grant proposal
in 2009 that made it all happen. The Friends welcome new
volunteers to help maintain the landscaping that accompanies the
wonderful water feature. Contact the group through Facebook
(Shot Tower Playground), the QVNA website (committees) or
directly through a volunteer you see out there watering.

The spray pool is available for use when the recreation
center is staffed, usually week days and Saturdays, closed during
meal breaks. !
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Nebinger experiences banner year
By Gail Tommassini, Friends of Nebinger

As another school year starts, the Friends of Nebinger want to thank
the community for its past support. Here’s what was accomplished
last year:
• Two School Spirit Nights at Bridget Foy’s (thank you to Bridget
Foy!) brought in $867 for Nebinger, and the 76ers School Spirit
game brought in $380. These funds were used to purchase ‘My
Math’ instructional materials. We thank Headhouse Books for their
gift certificates and coupons.
• Nebinger also received a Public Citizens for Children and Youth
(PCCY) Picasso Grant of $3,325 which was used to create both a
mural and mosaic. Take a look at the beautiful mosaic on the corner
of Sixth and Carpenter Streets, a collaboration with Philadelphia’s
Magic Gardens.
• A ‘Recycle Green’ School Grant ($2,500), based on points
contributed by the community, provided for equipment for an
outdoor classroom, a Walmart Grant ($1,000) supported summer
school instruction, and an American Heart Association Grant
provided funds for the outdoor Teaching Garden.

Queen Village is unique in its community support of our
schools—thank you on behalf of the Nebinger Community!
Meetings of Nebinger Friends are held the 2nd Tuesday of  the
month at the school. All are welcome! !

QVNA Board elections
coming in November

In November, elections will be held for the positions of President,
Executive Vice President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer, as
well as for four board positions. Current officers and board members
will be running for second two-year terms, but we encourage any
residents who are interested to run.

To be eligible to run for the Board, you must be a resident of
Queen Village and you must have attended and signed in at any two
QVNA-sponsored meetings within the year, whether a general or
committee meeting.

Bring your skills and expertise
Your own skills and expertise, a commitment to work with

others, and your enthusiasm—it’s all part of the mix of what
contributes to a well-functioning board. What QVNA accomplishes
cannot happen without a board that works together, that thinks
about the big and little picture. If you are interested and eligible (and
can commit to the first Thursday of every month), email a brief
statement (about 150 words) about yourself to info@qvna.org. Please
include the block on which you live. You can also nominate someone
in writing, or from the floor at the September and October general
meetings.  Candidates and their biographies will be published in the
November Crier before the elections on November 21.

And a reminder to all Queen Village residents: any Queen
Village resident can vote in the November Board elections. Fill out a
registration sheet at any general meeting or when you come to vote
in November. !
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2200 Walnut Street
Philadelphia PA 19103

O: 215.625.3650
C: 215.983.1414
F: 215.558.5957

http://amy.searchphillylistings.com
ashelanski@phillycityspace.com

At Weccacoe, work continues to
commemorate and renovate

The planned renovation of Weccacoe Playground has become
the catalyst for re-discovering the important and rich history of the
site during the nineteenth century.

Last year, as the City’s renovation plan took shape, local
historian Terry Buckalew presented information that a portion of the
playground lay above a burial ground that had been owned in the
nineteenth century by Mother Bethel AME Church. The City
subsequently engaged the archaeological firm URS to conduct
studies to determine the parameters and depth of the burial ground.
URS dug four trenches in mid-July and presented preliminary
findings at a public meeting on July 18.

When URS has completed its report, the City will modify its
renovation plan as needed to assure that construction disturbs no
portion of the burial ground. “There are several sites in the Parks and
Recreation system which served as burial grounds,” says Mark A.
Focht, First Deputy Commissioner of the Philadelphia Parks &

Continued on page 11

Mother Bethel ’s original burial ground lies below Weccacoe Play-
ground. Exploratory excavation to determine the original cemetery
ground surface is being carried out before renovation continues.

Top Photo by P.J. Jeppson, courtesy, Philadelphia Archaeological Forum
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Fall for QVK9 this September

September’s Yappy Hour will be held at Kennett,

848 S. 2nd Street, September 12, 5:30 to 7:30.

Bring your dog and enjoy great drink and food

specials! 

On Thursday the 26th, learn all about

separation anxiety and how to manage it at a

workshop with Certified Dog Behavior Consultant

Patricia Bentz. This event will be held at 7:30 pm at

BarKadelphia, located on 3rd and Bainbridge

Streets.

Begin planning your costume for our Annual

Dog Halloween Costume Parade and Contest at

O’Neals. Last year we made the news for this

event, so be sure to check out Facebook page at

facebook.com queenvillagek9 for the date and time.

On August 4 Mother Bethel held a community information
session in which several artifacts uncovered during the archeological
study, including a headstone dating from the nineteenth century,
were on display. Pastor Mark Tyler, Terry Buckalew, and representa-
tives of URS and the City were on hand at this well-attended event
to give context to the artifacts, discuss the renovation project, and
the commemoration of this historic site. The City and QVNA have
stated that they will follow Mother Bethel’s lead with regard to
commemoration.

Councilman Squilla noted, “My office has worked closely with
Mother Bethel and QVNA since we found out about the Bethel
Burial Ground over a year ago. I commend Mother Bethel and
QVNA for developing this close relationship so that this site can
become both a first-class playground for our children and appropri-
ately commemorate the important history buried beneath it.”

At the time of this printing, URS had not submitted its full
report. We will keep the community apprised of  the anticipated
renovation schedule.!

At Weccacoe |  Continued from page 10

Recreation (PPR). “At each we have worked closely with the commu-
nity, archaeologists and regulators to preserve and honor the sanctity
of the site.”

QVNA and the Friends of Weccacoe continue to work closely
with Mother Bethel, PPR, the Fairmount Park Conservancy, and the
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society toward both the City’s planned
renovation of Weccacoe Playground and the commemoration of the
historic Mother Bethel Burial Ground.

When the report is complete, the City will
modify its renovation plan as needed to

assure that construction disturbs no
portion of the burial ground.
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