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a letter from the president
Despite what the calendar and tradition 
says, the new year for me has always 
begun in September. I look forward to 
cooler temperatures and changing leaves 
and though it’s been several (many…) 
years since I attended classes, I can’t deny 
the sense of optimism that accompanies 
the start of another school year. 

As influenced by the economic and 
political climate, the topic of schools 
and education has become a critically 
important one for all Philadelphians. 
In recent years, it is the partnerships 
with our neighborhood public schools 
that have most clearly defined QVNA 
as an organization. The prime example 
of this being the Summer at Courtyard 
enrichment program. 

Organized by our Schools and Youth 
C o m m i t t e e  a n d  t h e  C o u r t y a rd 
Apartments’ Resident Council, the 
program this year provided 38 kids with 
educational and athletic instruction. 
Though only in its second year, it has 

come to exemplify how neighborhoods 
can be united and strengthened through 
educational engagement.  

As it was last September, the theme of 
this issue is education. Our Editorial 
Board and contributors have taken 
efforts this time around to further prove 
the connection between good schools 
and good neighborhoods by introducing 
some history, architecture, and politics 
into the conversation. 

The start of the school year finds the 
Board approaching the end of another 
year. I’m pleased to welcome to the 
Board in these last few months Elizabeth 
Grimaldi, Executive Director of the 
Fleisher Art Memorial (a fine educational 
establishment in Bella Vista). At my 
appointment Liz will fill a seat vacated 
over the summer and be eligible to run 
for a full term in November. 

Nominations for open board seats will 
be taken at the September and October 

General Meetings. As we’ve learned and 
demonstrated, the Board is best able to 
serve the whole of the neighborhood 
when our members, skillsets, and interests 
are diverse. I encourage anyone and 
everyone who meets the requirements set 
forth in our bylaws to consider running for 
an open seat. Details and deadlines will 
be published in upcoming e-newsletters. 

Speaking of elections, there is another 
one on November 8. (October 11 is the 
last day to register to vote.) As you weigh 
your options and battle election season 
fatigue, please keep your neighborhood 
and neighbors in mind. 

As always, your thoughts and suggestions 
may be shared with me at president@qvna.
org. 

I’ll see you in the Village, 
Lauren Leonard 
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Searching For A Good Plumbing, 
Heating & Air Conditioning Company

Great

  
 

www.calljg.com • 215-383-2957
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PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING SERVICE

Winner 
2009-2015

Members of Queen Village Neighbors Association: 
Take $55. off any plumbing, heating or A/C repair, and $333. off 

any heating and A/C installation.

1.REPAIR GUARANTEE If a repair fails during the first year, we will repair it again for FREE
2. JOB DONE RIGHT  We will fix it right the first time Or You Don’t Pay
3. NO SURPRISES GUARANTEE  We will give you a price up-front before starting the work.  
   Once we start the job the price will not  change, even if it’s more work than we anticipated.
4. FAIR PRICE GUARANTEE No need to shop around. Our pricing is from our Flat Rate
   Book. If ever in doubt, always ask your contractor to show you their  flat rate book to show
   how they arrived at the price. 
5. SECURITY GUARANTEE  Our technicians are background checked, drug tested, 
    uniformed and wear company identification so you never worry about who is in your home
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Contributors
AMY GRANT
Amy Grant is a graphic designer and web 
developer.  She serves on the Editorial Board 
of this magazine.  She is also the founder of 
the Southwark Historical Society, a group that 
studies the history of South Philadelphia.

ANNE HARVEY
Anne Harvey has an MA in Geology from 
Temple University and is an environmental 
scientist and educator at the Fairmount Water 
Works. She also serves on the QVNA Quality 
of Life Committee.

MIKE HAUPTMAN
Mike Hauptman, partner of Brawer & Hauptman, 
is the Chair of the Zoning Committee.  He co-
authored the guidelines and led the effort that 
made Queen Village into a Neighborhood 
Conservation District.  

JEFF HORNSTEIN
Jeff Hornstein was president of QVNA from 
2011-15.  He currently serves as Secretary of 
the QVNA Board and chairs the Philadelphia 
Crosstown Coalition’s Education Committee.

ELEANOR INGERSOLL
Eleanor Ingersoll is QVNA’s Executive Vice 
President and the chair of the Schools and 
Youth Activities Committee.  At Meredith, she 
serves on the School Council as well as Finance, 
Auction, and Picture Day Committees.

LAUREN LEONARD
Lauren Leonard holds a BA in Theatre from 
Temple University. She is Editor-in-Chief and 
a regular contributor to greenlimbs.com and has 
written locally for the Passyunk Post and the 
Philadelphia Inquirer. Like Jo March, she aspires 
to live by her pen (keyboard). 

KATIE LOCKWOOD
Katie Lockwood is a pediatrician and blogger, 
who resides in Queen Village with her husband 
and two children. All opinions are her own 
and do not necessarily reflect those of The 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia. 

PIERS MARCHANT
Piers Marchant is a film critic and writer based in 
Philly. Find more confounding amusements and 
diversions at his blog sweetsmellosuccess.tumblr. com or 
read his further 142-character rants and ravings at  
@kafkaesque83. 

JIM MURPHY
Jim Murphy is a freelance copywriter who’s lived 
in Queen Village with his wife Rosemary since 
2008. Jim has written over 30 articles about 
Philadelphia historical sites for community 
newspapers … and is also a certified tour guide.

DONNA PANCARI
Donna Pancari is a ninth grade English teacher 
who has lived in Queen Village for 10 years. 
Along with her husband Kevin Parker, she edits 
the local food blog Farm To Philly and gardens 
at the Southwark Queen Village Community 
Garden. 

DUNCAN SPENCER 
Duncan Spencer serves as QVNA’s Vice 
President and as the Chair of the Friends of 
Weccacoe.  He has lived in Queen Village 
since 1992 and works in the film industry as 
a set builder and is a residential and business 
landlord on Fabric Row.

Cover image of  the Watson Public School courtesy of  PhillyHistory.org, a project of  
the Philadelphia Department of  Records.

All opinions are of  individual authors and do not necessarily reflect those  of  Queen Village Neighbors Association.
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THE CLASS (2008)
Genre: Drama
Stars: François Bégaudeau, Agame Malembo-Emene, Angélica 
Sancio
The Rundown: A stirring French film, based largely on the personal 
experience of Bégaudeau, a novelist whose years spent in a 
classroom with lower-income Parisian kids greatly influenced his 
work. The film begins slowly enough, but builds into a quietly 
devastating moment where the teacher and the children are at 
distinct odds. Strongly speaks to the inherent difficulty in the job, 
where even the best of intentioned can find themselves making 
horrible, irredeemable mistakes. 

BRICK (2005)
Genre: Noir Mystery
Stars: Joseph Gordon-Levitt, Lukas Haas, Emile de Ravin
The Rundown: Rian Johnson’s feature is a dazzlingly concocted mix 
of twisty, noir plotting and Dashiell Hammett dialogue, all set 
within the confines of a high school. It was a sterling debut for the 
young auteur (who is now in post-production for Star Wars: VIII), 
while also offering a break-out performance from Gordon-Levitt, 
whose previous star turn had been contained on a TV sitcom. 
Give yourself time on this one, you might need to see it twice in 
a row to really make total sense of it. 
 
HEATHERS (1988)
Genre: Satire, Black Comedy
Stars: Winona Ryder, Christian Slater, Shannen Doherty
The Rundown: Fittingly, in a time in which Winona has successfully 
rebooted her career in the Netflix series “Stranger Things,” here 

is one of the films that initially launched her as the sarcastic “It” 
girl of Gen-Xers everywhere. A biting lampoon of teen culture and 
popularity that’s every bit as relevant in the Internet age, the film 
takes swipes at just about everyone and smirks while it does so. 

GREGORY'S GIRL (1981)
Genre: Gentle Comedy
Stars: John Gordon Sinclair, Dee Hepburn, Jake D’Arcy
The Rundown: Scotsman Bill Forsyth’s sweet coming-of-age comedy 
is heart-meltingly pure of intention. The plot involves a young high 
school student in a small Scottish town and a comely classmate that 
may or may not have a crush on him. Anything but a tawdry teen 
sex romp, the film instead relies on discreet visual gags (always 
keep your eyes on what’s going on behind the principal characters 
in the frame), and a genuine emotional warmth to power it along. 
This is one you can cuddle up with your kids and watch together. 

PICNIC AT HANGING ROCK (1975)
Genre: Mystery Drama 
Stars: Rachel Roberts, Anne-Louise Lambert, Vivean Gray
The Rundown: Devoted readers of mine might have known this was 
coming: Peter Weir’s brilliant mystery story involves a turn of the 
century Australian girls’ school, and a group of classmates and 
one headmistress who go missing while out one day on a field 
trip. Rather than providing answers, Weir’s film instead digs into 
the very nature of mystery itself, and presents one of the truly 
chilling elements of the human condition in the process. Go with 
this one open-minded and be rewarded by the film’s dedicated 
sense of the unknown.  

BY PIERS MARCHANT

The dark days of  August segue into a dreaded time for your children: The horrible caterwauling of  back-to-school sales and the steady drumbeat of  doom for the 
end of  their blissful summer interludes. For the rest of  us, however, the early fall can be a time of  nostalgic remembrance of  our youthful vigor. These films, each 
having to do with schools of  one kind or another, offer an array of  educational possibilities, though they might not all be suitable for your youngins. Consider this, 
then, your own personal homework. Some of  these might be available on streaming, or you might have to go old school and rent the actual discs from Netflix (or a 

friend with a strong home video collection). Listed in reverse chronological order.
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Although it is a new school year, the 
same school issues from last year 
will resurface for some children and 
others will manifest new classroom 
difficulties that surprise parents. Either 
way, the back-to-school season is not 
a smooth transition for all students. 
Patients and their parents bring school 
concerns to their well child exams in 
my office, but often only after months 
of struggling. I encourage everyone to 
discuss potential learning disorders, 
behavioral issues, bullying, and other 
school-related concerns with their 
pediatrician early in the school year 
to avoid school failure and promote 
optimal learning. Below are just a 
few resources, in addition to your 
pediatrician, that may help you and 
your child succeed in reaching their 
academic potential.

IEP
Children who are struggling in school 
should receive comprehensive psycho-
education testing to determine if a 
learning disability may be a factor and 
whether or not the child may benefit 
from supportive educational services. 

All services outside of the standard 
school curriculum are considered 
“special education services,” but 
there is a wide range of intensity in 
those services.  

An Individualized Education Plan 
(IEP) is required under the Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 
for any child 3-22 receiving special 
education services. An IEP should 
address a child’s specific learning 
issues and include goals to support 
and meet their educational needs. 
This is a legally binding document 
and the public school must provide 
everything in the IEP for the student. 
If you think your student needs an 
IEP, you should request an evaluation, 
which includes a school psychologist 
or other professional giving your 
child various tests and performing 
classroom observations as part of 
a multidisciplinary team evaluation. 
Then, the school and parents should 
review the evaluation and determine 
what if any services or supports the 
student needs. The IEP goes into 
effect after a parent gives consent 

Education Advocacy
FOR PHILADELPHIA STUDENTS

10

and any reduction in services later on 
requires prior written notice before 
changes are made. Private schools 
are not required to follow an IEP, 
but private school students can be 
evaluated for an IEP through their 
local public school. An IEP should be 
reassessed on a regular basis.

Little known fact: You have the right 
to have others participate in the 
IEP evaluation (i.e. a private speech 
therapist) or have an outside evaluation 
done.

504 Plan
If your child doesn’t qualify for an IEP, 
but needs accommodations to meet 
their educational needs, they may 
need a 504 plan. A “504” for short 
is part of the federal civil rights law 
that prohibits discrimination against 
students with disabilities, under 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 
of 1973. Any public K-12 student with 
a disability may qualify for a 504 plan 
and the list of disabilities is broad, 
including things like ADHD or learning 
disabilities. A 504 is less standardized 

BY KATIE LOCKWOOD
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than an IEP and does not include 
educational goals. 

Little known fact: The law does not 
guarantee that parents are part of the 
504 committee, but you should ask 
the school if you can participate in the 
504 meetings. 

Education Law Center
The Education Law Center advocates 
on behalf of students to “ensure 
access to quality public education for 
all children in Pennsylvania.” Some of 
their projects include fighting for fair 
school funding, ensuring equal access 
for some of the most vulnerable 
children, and stopping the school-to-
prison pipeline. You can donate to 
their causes or browse resources and 
fact sheets on their website.

Little known fact:  Pennsylvania is close 
to passing a student-based formula for 
distributing education funds, so that 
school that need to spend more to 
educate their students receive more. 
http://www.elc-pa.org/

Education Lawyers
Education lawyers can provide 
legal counsel and representation to 
disabled students who are not getting 
the services they deserve. These 
lawyers can help in school residency 
disputes, school discipline matters 
(i.e. expulsion hearings), 504 plans, 
IEP disputes, preparing Special Needs 
Trusts, and due process hearings. 

A few education lawyers to consider:

-Franca Palumbo
Thalheimer & Palumbo P.C.
www.thalheimer.com

- Michael D. Basch 
Fine Kaplan and Black, R.P.C.
http://www.finekaplan.com/

- Leah Batchis Snyder
Batchis, Nestle & Reimann LLC
http://specialedlawgroup.com

Little known fact: Education lawyers 
can help students get compensatory 
education, private school placements, 
and tuition reimbursement without 
charging families anything upfront. 

Bullying
If your child has been bullied or you 
witness bullying at school, you should 
immediately report this to a school 
teacher or principal. If they cannot 
address the bullying properly, call the 
Office of Safe School Advocate at (877) 
730-6315. If you find out your child is 
being bullied, you should approach 
the situation calmly and gather 
information (i.e. who is involved, how 
long has it been happening, who else 
knows already, and what did your child 
do in response). Then, communicate 
this information with the school and 
offer your child positive strategies for 
coping with bullying. It does not help 
to approach the child who is bullying 
or to encourage your child to fight 
back. Instead, offer your child support 
by assuring them that bullying is not 
their fault and think through how 
your child should respond if bullying 
occurs again by role-playing these 

scenarios. Make sure you discuss how 
to protect your child to keep them safe 
and maintain focus for learning, such 
as rearranging classroom seating or 
increasing adult supervision.
For additional resources:

• cap4kids.org/philadelphia/parent-
handout s/educat i on- re sources/
bullying-resources/

• School District of Philadelphia 
Bullying Prevention website: 
webgui.phila.k12.pa.us/off ices/a/
at t e ndance--t r uancy/bul ly in g-
prevention

• Stopbullying.gov

Little known fact: The Office of Safe 
School Advocate can represent 
bullying victims at disciplinary 
hearings, if needed. 

As parents, we are our children’s best 
advocates and understanding the 
educational supports available to our 
little learners can help empower us to 
better serve them. Your pediatrician, 
teacher, and school principal should be 
the starting point for troubleshooting 
learning difficulties, but when 
necessary, you may need additional 
support. Whether attending a public, 
private, parochial, or charter school 
this year, all of our children deserve 
to learn in a safe, supportive, and 
challenging academic environment. 

*The above is not legal advice. Please 
consult your attorney for advice on 
your specific situation.
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SCHOOL  
Support Groups

BY AMY GRANT AND LAUREN LEONARD
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In dozens of communities across Philadelphia, where deficits 
in state funding have put a strain on the public school system, 
community members have united to fill gaps and foster robust 
learning environments for their youngest residents. Known as 
“friends” groups and “home and school associations (HSA),” 
these organizations are comprised largely of volunteers who 
live in or near the school’s catchments. 

By fostering relationships with current and future faculty, staff, 
students, and families, the groups help create and maintain 
successful and safe school environments for all children. Their 
work includes raising funds for programming, instruction and 
supplies as well as facilitating after school and summer enrichment 
programs. 

Queen Village is divided into three catchment areas: The 
George A. McCall Elementary (325 S. 7th Street) catchment 
which includes residences between Lombard and South; the 
William Meredith Elementary (725 S. 5th Street) catchment 
which includes South through Christian; and the George 
Nebinger Elementary (601 Carpenter Street) catchment which 
includes Christian through Washington. The following groups 
provide support to the three schools in Queen Village:  

SCHOOLS AND YOUTH ACTIVITIES
schoolsandyouth@qvna.org
qvna.org/qvna/aboutqvna/committees/schoolsandyouth/
The Schools and Youth Activities Committee is open to all Queen 
Village residents who have an interest in supporting the children 
living in and attending school in our neighborhood.  While the 
committee advocates to make sure Queen Village has first-rate 
neighborhood schools, it also works to ensure, more generally, 
that young people’s needs in this neighborhood are met.  Recent 
projects include: Summer at Courtyard enrichment program and 
Hacktory at Weccacoe after-school program.

FRIENDS OF NEBINGER
nebingerfriends@gmail.com
facebook.com/FriendsOfNebinger
Established in 2011, the Friends of Nebinger is a volunteer, 
community-based group that has partnered with the George 
W. Nebinger Elementary School administration, faculty, parents, 
students, community, and city leaders to maintain and strengthen 
the community’s pride in the school by raising funds and support 

for its academic, cultural, and school climate endeavors.  Queen 
Village Neighbors Association serves as a fiscal sponsor for 
Friends of Nebinger.  Regular programs include: Concert in 
the Churchyard series at St. Peter's Church, Annual Flea Market 
fundraiser, and regularly scheduled Fundraising Dinners at local 
restaurants.

NEBINGER HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATION
Nebinger’s Home and School Association supports teachers, staff, 
administrators, and students by engaging and organizing parents 
and volunteers at Nebinger. The HSA embraces Nebinger’s 
unique strength in diversity to accomplish the goals of individual 
growth and learning, a healthy and vibrant student body, strong 
community engagement, and the advancement of the school 
and the community’s ongoing growth and success.  Recent 
projects include: Spirit Week, Color Games, and support for 
school events and performances.

MEREDITH HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATION
meredithhomeandschool@gmail.com
meredithmatters.org
The Meredith Home and School Association is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization made up of parents, guardians, teachers, 
and administrators who volunteer their time to help enrich the 
education of Meredith School students. The HSA promotes 
communication and cooperation among parents, children, 
teachers, staff, and the community. They also raise, manage, 
and spend money to support educational and charitable work 
related to Meredith School.  Annual events include the Meredith 
Auction fundraiser and the Meredith 5K.  The HSA is also working 
on plans to revitalize the school’s campus as an indoor/outdoor 
environment that encompasses art, green space, and nature.

MCCALL HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATION
meetingmccall.com
McCall’s Home and School Association actively participates in the 
school community. Since 2005, the McCall HSA has raised more 
than $200,000, which has helped to build the cybrary, acquire 
smart boards, purchase books for the 100-Book Challenge 
Reading Program, and fund many other projects benefiting the 
students. The HSA also spearheaded “Science is Elementary” 
campaign and implemented a “Playworks” program.  The HSA 
also supports various after-school clubs and activities including: 
Chess Club, Scrabble Club, Yoga Club, Yearbook, Drama Club, 
Lego Club, and Competitive Cup Stacking Club.
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About nine years ago, a couple named Ivy and Matt moved 
into Philadelphia’s Graduate Hospital neighborhood. They 
weren't yet married and didn't have any children but they 
knew that strong communities are built around strong public 
schools. 

Matt and Ivy stopped by their neighborhood public school, 
met the principal, and were impressed with what they 
found. They soon realized that they could support the 
school by organizing their community around the value of 
public education. Like other Philly public schools, most of 
the students come from socioeconomically disadvantaged 
backgrounds, but the principal inspired confidence. They 
wanted others to share their enthusiasm.  

Thus was born the Friends of Chester Arthur (FoCA). In 
the past seven years FoCA has raised close to $2 million to 
improve the physical infrastructure of Arthur and to support 
the principal’s vision for a quality school. FoCA has worked 
tirelessly to support staff, teachers, students. And their efforts 
are paying off; Arthur today is a thriving school, and Ivy and 
Matt are thrilled that their son starts kindergarten there this fall.

Most of us in Queen Village consider ourselves fortunate 
to have the wonderful Meredith and McCall Schools in our 
neighborhood catchments. But Meredith and McCall were 
not always top-ranked schools of choice for neighborhood 
kids. These schools became great because the community 
wrapped itself around the schools. It truly does take a village 
to raise a school.
 
In 2011, the QVNA board began to turn its attention to our 
neighborhood’s “other” public school, the George Nebinger 
School. Though just a few blocks away, it might as well have 
been on another planet. Several QVNA board members lived 
in the catchment area for that school, but had never even 
considered sending their children there. QVNA Treasurer 
Ben Schindler and other leaders like Leslie Tyler, then chair of 
QVNA’s Schools & Youth Committee, met with then-Nebinger 
principal Ralph Burnley and together they decided to form 
the Friends of Nebinger.  

Friends of Nebinger began supporting the principal’s vision 
for an excellent neighborhood public school. They organized 

tours of Realtors to visit neighborhood schools. As a result, 
Realtors who work in Queen Village no longer pretend that 
Nebinger doesn’t exist.  They have also fundraised to provide 
needed supplies, and mobilized volunteers.  They continue to 
receive excellent support from the current QVNA leadership, 
especially Schools & Youth Committee chair Eleanor Ingersoll.

The good news is that such efforts are happening in about 
three dozen neighborhood public schools across the City. 
When the Philadelphia Crosstown Coalition formed a few 
years ago, it became clear quickly that pulling together all of 
these Friends groups into a network to support each other 
and share best practices made a lot of sense.  

As chair of the PCC’s nascent Education Committee, I reached 
out to leaders I knew who are working in the Friends group 
space, and we invited 10 people to a meeting. To our pleasant 
surprise, nearly 50 people from 15 schools showed up. Clearly 
we had tapped into something. 

When over 100 people showed up from more than 25 schools 
to a summit in the spring of 2015, we realized we had the 
beginnings of a movement. We dubbed the network Friends 
Of Neighborhood Education (FONE).  A second annual 
Summit this past April drew about 125 people from more 
than 30 schools and from 28 of the city’s 54 ZIP codes.  We 
are applying for funding to build a permanent organization to 
support the Friends movement as it attempts to grow beyond 
the gentrified and gentrifying neighborhoods in the City. We 
believe that what is happening here in Philadelphia could 
become a nationally significant experiment in socio-economic 
integration of neighborhood public schools.

But we know we need to bring together the mainly middle-
class Friends group leaders with their counterparts who have 
been fighting the good fight against school closures in lower-
income neighborhoods. The movement must be informed 
by and include diverse perspectives. We believe the Friends 
group model can be adapted to work in any community that 
wants to support its schools. 

Join the movement to help us rebuild Philadelphia’s public 
education system from the ground up. Find out more about 
FONE at www.philaFONE.org.

SUPPORTING OUR NEIGHBORHOOD SCHOOLS 

from the Ground Up
BY JEFF HORNSTEIN



14 september  2016

1

3

4
5

6

7
8

9

2

10

11

12



15september 2016

1

3

4
5

6

7
8

9

2

10

11

12

AN EARLY 20TH 
CENTURY VIEW OF 
OUR LOCAL SCHOOLS
This detail from the Atlas of  the City of  
Philadelphia, 1910 by G.W. Bromley and Co. 
provides insight into what our neighborhood looked 
like about 100 years ago.  Unfortunately, many of  
the buildings listed below were demolished after the 
schools had closed, consolidated, or relocated.

Robert Ralston Public School

William M. Meredith Public School

St. Stanislaus Convent & School

Mount Vernon Public School

Beck Public School

Henry Burk Public School

Fletcher Public School

George W. Nebinger Public School

St. Philip de Neri Convent & School 

Watson Public School

Wharton Public School

John Hay Public School

Note: many other public and private schools were 
providing instruction in Philadelphia during this 
time period.  This panel merely depicts the area 
south of  South Street, north of  Wharton, and east 
of  6th Street. To view the complete 1910 Atlas of  
Philadelphia, visit www.philageohistory.org.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12



16

Today, Queen Village is divided into three catchment areas, each supported by a top-tier 
public school: McCall in north, Meredith at center, and Nebinger to the south. These 
schools were established in the 19th century as part of  legislation that provided free public 
education to all children.  In this article, we look back on the history of  public education 
and the schools offering instruction in our neighborhood. 

Before public schools were formally established, charitable organizations and churches 
offered education to the indigent population. 

1689 - The first “public” school opened in Philadelphia. Called the 
Friends’ Public School—now the William Penn Charter School—the 
school was run by Quakers who welcomed children of every creed 
and gave instruction to the poor. 
1753 - The “Academy and Charitable School of the Provence of 
Pennsylvania,” opened as a charity school educating children free 
of cost. The Board of Trustees was led by Benjamin Franklin. 
1802 - The State of Pennsylvania passed legislation that provided 
for the city's poor children to be taught in private schools at public 
expense.  Private and endowed institutions began admitting a 
limited number of indigent children free of charge, though not 
enough spaces were available to keep up with the burgeoning 
population in Philadelphia.
1818 - Publically funded and controlled education officially took 
hold in Philadelphia with the legislative organization of the First 
School District of Pennsylvania (made up of the city and county of 
Philadelphia). This act divided the district into four sections: the 
first included city proper; the second included Northern Liberties 
and Kensington; the third included Moyamensing and Passyunk; 
and the fourth, Penn Township. “Queen Village” was part of a 
separate municipality called the Southwark District, but appears to 
collaborated with the state on these efforts. In the first year, 2,845 
students received instruction in reading, writing, and arithmetic. 
Girls were also taught needle work. Despite being free and open 
to indigent children, schools were not integrated. Separate schools 
were opened for African American pupils. Many schools were also 

segregated by sex. 
1818 - The first public school classes held in “Queen Village” took 
place inside the Southwark Commissioners' Hall (second street, 
below Queen).  
1819  - Increased enrollment made it necessary to purchase land 
and erect school buildings. Schools were built on Lombard Street 
for southern end of district and further north for Northern Liberties 
and Kensington.  
1821 - The Catharine Street School opens in “Queen Village” on 
Catharine below 3rd.  The district now had an enrollment of 5,369 
students. 
1827 - Quaker reformer Roberts Vaux (1786-1836) formed the 
Pennsylvania Society for the Promotion of Public Schools with a 
goal of making schools tuition-free and open to all children. 
1828 - The Lombard Street School, later known as the James 
Forten School, opens at 7th & Lombard. The area would become 
an epicenter of the black community in Philadelphia. 
1836 - Vaux’s vision becomes a reality with the passing of the 
Consolidation Act which opened Philadelphia’s public schools to all 
school-age children. Philadelphia joins the movement (attributed to 
Horace Mann in New England) that standardized the way children 
were educated. Enrollment reaches 7,127 students. 
1837 - The Philadelphia Board of Education—then known as the 
Board of Controllers—makes public education official proclaiming: 
“the stigma of poverty, once the only title of admission to our 
public schools, has . . . been erased from our statute book, and the 
schools of this city and county are now open to every child.” 
1838  - 17,000 are enrolled in the district.  As enrollments increased, 
more buildings were erected and older buildings were enlarged.  
This led to significant development throughout the city. 
1850’s - Revenue distribution remains centralized, but school 
leadership-shifts to ward-elected Boards of Directors comprised 
of local leaders that hire teachers, select principals and oversee 
construction of new facilities. 
1851 - The Watson Primary School for Girls, attributed to architect 

september  2016

HISTORY OF PUBLIC EDUCATION
in Philadelphia

BY LAUREN LEONARD AND AMY GRANT
Henry Burk Public School (left) and the Richard Henry Lee School (right)
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Samuel Sloan, was built at 141-145 League Street.
1854 - By an Act of Consolidation, the District of Southwark is 
incorporated into the City of Philadelphia, making “Queen Village” 
officially part of the First School District.  State of Pennsylvania 
legislates separation of races in public schools. 
1867 - Designed by James Charles Sidney, the Fletcher Combined 
Secondary and Primary School was built on Christian Street, near 
Front.  The school was later renamed after Richard Henry Lee.
1869 - The Robert Ralston School is built at the corner of Bainbridge 
and American Streets.  Designed by Lewis H. Esler, the school is 
named in honor of a 19th century merchant.
1870 - Enrollment reaches 89,000. 
1873 - The Catharine Street School building is demolished and 
replaced with the Mount Vernon School. Built by Lewis H. Elsler, 
this larger building accommodates two schools, one for boys and 
another for girls.  Also designed by Esler, the William M. Meredith 
School is built at 5th and Fitzwater. 
1881 - State of Pennsylvania repeals segregation.
1895 - Pennsylvania passes mandatory school attendance laws.
1896 - Supreme Court rules in Plessy v. Ferguson to uphold the 
constitutionally of state segregation laws under the “separate but 
equal” doctrine. 
1905 - Designed by Lloyd Titus, the Henry Burk School was built 
on Christian Street, near 3rd.  The Pennsylvania Public School 
Reorganization Act passed in part to end corruption from ward-
elected boards.
1911 - Designed by Henry Decourcey Richards, the George A. 
McCall School is built on 6th near Delancey.  Enrollment reaches 
182,637.  Philadelphia School Board granted power to borrow and 
raise funds necessary to build more schools, but not levy taxes. 
1924 - Designed by Irwin Thornton Catharine, the George W. 
Nebinger School is built at 6th and Carpenter
1931 - The original William M. Meredith School building is 
demolished and replaced with a larger building designed by Irwin 
Thornton Catharine.
1937 - Philadelphia School District begins a decades-long pattern 
of spending less than other American cities and balance budgets 

by keeping teachers’ salaries low and focusing on basic instruction; 
bargaining rights earned by teachers’ unions.
1954 - Supreme Court overturns Plessy v. Ferguson ruling in Brown 
v. Board of Education that it violates the Equal Protection Clause of 
the Fourteenth Amendment of the Constitution.  
1963 - Board of Education recommends Philadelphia redraw school 
boundaries to be more inclusive (fight to desegregate schools 
continues through the 1980’s).
1965 - Mayor Richardson Dilworth adopts referendum making 
school board accountable to mayor.
1967 - Enrollment reaches 280,000.
1970 - Act 195, which allows for public employees to strike, is 
enacted in Pennsylvania.
1970-1981 - School District’s budget doubles; Philadelphia’s 
economy transitions from an industrial economy to a service 
economy weakening the tax base; class sizes increase along with 
teach furloughs; city becomes dependent on state and federal 
funding.
1982 - Perception of public schools grows more negative; 
reformers argue that control of schools should be managed by 
neighborhoods, not politicians; blue-collar families begin seeking 
alternatives to public schools. 
1982-2001 - School District run by four different Superintendents; 
funding problems continue.
2001 - Under the Education Empowerment Act, the Board of 
Education is replaced by the School Reform Commission (SRC) 
which returned control of public schools to the state. 
2006 - Enrollment drops to 207,000.
2010 - Enrollment drops to 160,000; white children make up only 
20%. 
2011 - The Friends of Nebinger (FON) and the William M. Meredith 
Home and School Association are established.  
2012 - Dr. William R. Hite, Jr. becomes Superintendent of School 
District. 
Photos courtesy of  PhillyHistory.org, a project of  the Philadelphia Department of  
Records.
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Mount Vernon School (left) and the George W. Nebinger School (right)
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Jim Kenney’s innate understanding 
of  the culture of  Philadelphia and his 
straightforward approach to policies and 
problem solving earned him the office of  
Mayor last November. In his first year, 
Mayor Kenney has made good on (ambitious) 
campaign promises that focus on building 
communities and bettering lives around 
educational institutions. On the occasion of  
our education issue, the Mayor graciously 
took the time to field some questions. 

Is education to be your administration’s 
signature issue? Education is certainly a 
top priority of my administration. While the 
School District of Philadelphia is managed 
by School Reform Commission, not the 
City of Philadelphia, we are committed 
to improving how the City supports local 
schools, students, and families. We’ve made 
a commitment to increase quality pre-K 
which will help thousands of students thrive 
in the primary grades and beyond. Likewise, 
we’re creating 25 community schools that 
deliver wrap-around services that meet the 
unique needs of school communities. This 
strategy helps remove barriers to learning 
so our students can succeed in and out of 
the classroom. 

What is the biggest challenge facing 
Philly public schools? Inadequate funding 
is the biggest challenge and we can’t solve 
this issue without increased investment 
from the State. Philadelphia schools 
faced devastating funding cuts under 
the Corbett administration. In response, 
the City increased its local investment 
by $400 million annually over the last 
four years, but it’s not good enough. The 
Wolf administration is trying to undo the 
damage that was done, but we have to 
continue to urge the state legislature to 
increase funding for early childhood and 
K-12 education.  

For those who don’t know, what are 
Community Schools and how do you 
think this model will benefit Philly? 
Community schools are public schools 
where a full-time coordinator works with 
the entire school community—students, 
parents, teachers, administrators, service 
providers, and neighbors—to identify 
the community’s most pressing needs, 
such as expanded medical services, after-
school programming, and job training. 
The coordinator then works with service 
providers and City agencies to bring 
these resources directly into the school. 
Community schools become neighborhood 
centers, improving access to programs 
and services for students, families, and 
neighbors. 

I believe this approach will benefit Philly 
because it looks at real issues like trauma, 
hunger, and homelessness, that too often 
keep our kids from succeeding in the 
classroom. By meeting the needs of the 
whole child and the neighborhoods in which 
they live, community schools better support 
students and families. 

The first nine Community Schools have 
been announced. What should the public 
look for in terms of progress and the 
timing of progress? When will the rest 
of the schools be announced? School 
Coordinators will begin working at the first 
nine schools this September. The first step 
is engaging local stakeholders, conducting 
needs assessments, and formalizing 
“community  school  p lans.”  When 
complete, these plans will be released to 
the public and by Spring we’ll start to see 
them implemented. This means schools will 
start aligning programs and services that 
the school community identified as high 
priority. We’ll begin the process to select 
the next round of community schools in 
Spring 2017 and announce five to seven 
new community schools each year until we 

The Politics of Schools
BY LAUREN LEONARD

create at least 25 over my first term. 

What role does the community/civic 
associations play in public education? 
More specifically, what do you make of 
the movement to form Friends Groups 
in support of neighborhood schools? 
Public education is a basic human right, 
but supporting our students and schools 
is a shared responsibility. That’s where 
community organizations, civic associations, 
Friends Groups, School Advisory Councils, 
Home and School Associations, local 
businesses, and concerned citizens come 
in. Each group is extremely important to 
helping our students succeed. Our local 
Friends Groups are also vocal advocates 
for neighborhood schools and it was this 
type of advocacy that helped get the 
sugary drink tax passed so we can invest 
in quality pre-K, community schools, and 
major renovations to our parks, recreation 
centers, playgrounds, and libraries. 

What would you say to people who 
express concerns about sending their 
child/future children to a public school 
in Philly? How would you convince those 
considering a move in search of better 
schools to stay? First, I’d like to hear more 
about what their concerns are because they 
could vary from family to family. Broadly, I’d 
say that our education system is far from 
perfect, but we have many terrific schools 
to consider. Visit our schools and learn more 
about what is working well before deciding 
to leave. I’d have to add that leaving the 
City is actually part of the problem. Schools 
are stronger when parents and community 
members get involved in the success of the 
school so I’d urge these people to consider 
staying and getting engaged with their 
neighborhood school. 

What does a “successful” Philly public 
school look like? Everyone has a different 
definition of “success,” but to me, a 
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successful public school is one with a 
dedicated principal and staff who set high 
expectations and offer high levels of student 
support. Successful Philly schools have 
an academically rich environment where 
students from the local neighborhood are 
engaged in learning and look forward to 
going to school each day. It’s a school with 
strong community involvement and ways 
for parents and local residents to be a part 
of the school community – like a Home 
and School Association or Friends Group. 
A successful school is engaged with our 
City’s lively non-profit sector that provides 
support services and enrichment activities 
that benefit the students and families. A 
successful school has the majority of its 
graduates go on to our awesome high 
schools, universities, or job-training 
programs. I visit at least one school a week 
and I know there are successful Philly public 
schools that fit this description. 

What does the future of education look 
like in Philly? The future of education in 
Philly is bright. Our future consists of at 
least 6,500 more children per year enrolled 
in affordable, quality pre-K so they can 
become Kindergarten ready. Our future 
looks like students and families getting 
better access to programs and services 
that improve their quality of life. Our future 
includes parents and neighbors getting 
engaged with their local schools because 
they understand that WE must work 
together to improve public education. I’m 
optimistic for the future of education in our 
City; and I’m going to continue advocating 
that the state legislature adequately fund 
public education and reinstitute charter 
school reimbursements so that charter 
school enrollment doesn’t continue to 
burden traditional public schools. 

Who is your favorite teacher? What’s 
the most valuable lesson they taught 
you?  Sister Maureen. She was one of the 
Vatican 2 nuns and she just had a much more 
nurturing, fun approach to learning. The 
most important lesson I learned was from 
my teachers at St. Joe’s Prep. The Jesuit 
tradition teaches that the only way to have 
a fulfilling, happy life is through service to 
others.
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As a dual-working parent household, it is inevitable 
that there will be times we need to find after-school 
care for our children. In considering the options, I am 
looking for a reliable, convenient, fun and educational 
program that will make the time between school and 
work ending meaningful for them. Luckily, Philadelphia 
has many great options, both in school-based after care 
enrichment programs and independent programs, many 
of  which offer school pick-up. Here is a round-up of  
a few of  the best local options:

PHILLY ART CENTER
514 Bainbridge St.
(215) 765-2787
www.phillyartcenter.com
Not your average cookie-cutter, arts & 
crafts program, Philly Art Center’s After 
School Program has been fostering out-
of-the-box thinking for over a decade. 
Daily classes grouped by age provide 
instruction in drawing, painting, ceramics, 
mixed-media arts and more! The program 
includes outdoor play, snacks, homework 
help, and projects. They offer pick up at 
over 10 schools around the city! Choose 
1-5 days per week for ages 4-12.

ZHANG SAH
530 Bainbridge St.
(215) 923-6676
www.zhangsah.org
Daily after school program activities 
include martial arts class for grades K-8, 
taught by a dedicated and qualified 
group of staff, a nutritious snack, indoor 
& outdoor free play, homework time, 
sports, and special projects throughout 
the year. Children arrive at Zhang Sah by 
bus, walking escort, or van, immediately 
following daily dismissal from school.

PHILLY PACK
729 S. 4th St.
www.phillypack.org
From tap and ballet to theatre and jazz, 
PACK is an outlet for kids to get those 
wiggles out in a fun, organized, and 
creative way. At the end of each semester, 
all the hard work pays off with a special 
performance for families and the public 
that is always a sell out! Classes for ages 
4-13 are grouped by age, experience, and 
skill level. Pick-up options are available 
from Meredith Elementary school and 

sibling discounts are available, too!

PHILLY INMOVEMENT
500 Kenilworth St.
www.phillyinmovement.com
Welcoming to all skill levels with classes 
for ages 5-12 varying between an hour 
to two hours long. Teachers pick up from 
Meredith Elementary School Monday 
through Fridays and from McCall on 
Wednesdays.

PHILADELPHIA PARKS 
AND RECREATION
www.phila.gov/ParksandRecreation
Capitolo - 900 Federal St., (215) 685-1883
Columbus - 1200 Wharton St., (215) 685-1890
Palumbo - 700 S. 9th St., (215) 686-1783
Rizzo Rink - 1101 S. Front St., (215) 685-1593
Many of these programs include pick-
up from Meredith, Nebinger, McCall, 
and Christopher Columbus Charter 
School. After finishing their homework, 
children are engaged in arts and crafts, 
athletics, free play, and a variety of 
visiting programs. Some of these are as 
affordable as $10 per week!

 Disclaimer: Some of the above content was provided 

by Philly Art Center. I have no affiliation with the above 

businesses and was not compensated for this article.

LOCAL AFTER SCHOOL  
P rograms

BY KATIE LOCKWOOD

Parent to Child Therapy Associates

new location!
1226 S. Broad St., Philadelphia PA 19146

215.644.9176 • parent2child.net • info.parent2child@gmail.com

A child and family therapy center to support  
growth and development throughout the life cycle
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The Philadelphia Planning Commission is 
leading the effort to update the zoning map 
of the city to conform to the new zoning code, 
enacted four years ago.  This remapping will 
have a widespread and long-term impact 
on Philadelphia’s built environment.  How 
neighborhoods are shaped and how 
properties are used is determined by the 
zoning district regulations, so it is important 
for the remapping to reflect the goals and 
priorities of the residents and businesses 
that hope to make their neighborhoods 
sustainable, vibrant, and livable.

The Planning Commission has encouraged 
each section of the city to participate in the 
remapping effort, and the Queen Village 
Zoning Committee has been leading the 
process for our neighborhood.  A recent 
online survey of 13 questions yielded over 
200 responses. 

In general, the responses painted a clear 
picture of how Queen Village residents want 
their neighborhood to look and feel.  Most 
questions yielded a clear majority; a few were 
less certain.  

Questions 2 through 8 were directly related 
to the zoning issues; questions 1, 9 and 10 
were informative data for general information; 
and questions 11 through 13 were related to 
the QV Conservation District overlay that has 
been in effect since 2008.

What follows is a synopsis of the survey 
results:  

Question 1: What is your email address?  
 216 responded
 11 chose to skip the question

Question 2: What block do you live on?
 222 responded
 5 chose to skip the question

We received a pretty even distribution 
throughout the neighborhood. Not many 
responses from north of Bainbridge.

Question 3: On which streets would you 
want to see more commercial activity?

4th Street and Washington Avenue topped 
the list (54%), following in order by South, 
Bainbridge, Passyunk, Front and Christian.

Question 4: If it meant the neighborhood 
could support more commercial activity 
within walking distance of your home, 
would you support zoning to allow greater 
residential density on larger streets?
 Yes: 48%
 No:   33%
 Don’t know: 19%

Question 5: QV has a number of small 
commercial “nodes” at some intersections.  
Would you like to see more of these? If so, 
where?
 Yes: 51%
Most popular locations were 2nd & Christian 
and 3rd & Christian followed by 3rd, 4th, 5th 
and 6th & Fitzwater.   
 No:   25%
 Not sure: 7%

Question 6: Which block, if any, should be 
zoned for only single-family houses?
Of those that named specific streets, the most 
mentioned blocks, in order, were 
 1000 Moyamensing
 100 Carpenter
 All alley blocks/smaller streets
 200 Carpenter
 900 Moyamensing
 1000 S. 2nd

Question 7: Washington Avenue currently 
allows buildings 38’ (3-4 stories) high.  
Would you support taller (5 stories) 
building?
 Yes: 65%
 No: 35%

Question 8: Ten years from now, the eastern 
part of Washington Avenue should become:
 61%: A primarily walkable mixed-
use retail/residential corridor with a few light 
industrial or warehousing uses.
 27%: A hybrid area for light industrial 
businesses as well as mixed-use apartments 
and retail spaces.

Question 9: How many cars do you own?

 61%: 1
 27%: 2
 11%: 0
 1%:   3

Question 10: Do you want to stay informed 
about opportunities to participate in 
remapping Queen Village?
 Yes: 87%
 No: 11%

Question 11: Are you aware that Queen 
Village is a Neighborhood Conservation 
District?
 Yes: 66%
 No: 34%

Question 12: Are there any Neighborhood 
Conservation District guidelines that you 
think should be added?
 21%: Not sure
 17%: Parking related
 12%: No more front garages (This is 
already part of the guidelines – QV was the 
first to limit garage fronts; now it’s part of the 
city code.)
 9%: Height restrictions
 4%: Limit building size and density
 4%: Maintain historic feel
 4%: Aesthetic regulations
 3%: Gentrification regulations
 3%: Tree planting
 3%: Sidewalk materials

Question 13: What characteristics of Queen 
Village do you think should be conserved?
 60%: General neighborhood feel 
(walkable, residential, charming, single-family)
 23%:  Related to historic issues
 17%: Parks and green spaces

The Zoning Committee analyzed the data 
that was collected and will be using it to 
inform a proposed new zoning map for 
Queen Village.  There will be a series of 
neighborhood presentations open to all for 
reaction and comments.  A final version of 
the plan will be sent to City Council by the 
Planning Commission for adoption as part 
of the Zoning Code.  Watch for presentation 
dates, and help shape the future of Queen 
Village.

REMAPPING QUEEN VILLAGE:
Survey Results

BY MIKE HAUPTMAN
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In 1743 when Benjamin Franklin 
and friends founded the American 
Philosophical Society, they studied the 
natural world and were called “natural 
philosophers.” Today we would call 
them “scientists.”

The American Philosophical Society 
is home to one of the most incredible 
inventories of manuscripts, prints, 
drawings, photographs, and audio 
recordings ever assembled in 
America. They hold, for example, 
the world’s second largest collections 
related to Charles Darwin. This is a 
place where we can still see what we 
called “primary documents” -- back 
when “research” was not a synonym 
for mouse-clicks.  Much of the material 
is pre-mechanical recording. Lewis and 
Clark’s expedition journals, which are 
housed here, include rare depictions 
of Native Americans who crossed 
paths with the explorers during their 
travels.  

The Museum of the American 
Philosophical Society is where 
curated selections of the American 
Philosophical Society’s holdings are 
exhibited. Exhibits usually run from 
April to December.  

American Philosophical Society 
Museum holds rare objects of 
beauty for those in the know. Every 
time I've been there, I feel that I am 
the only local in the place.  It seems 
like everyone else was actually looking 
for the bathroom at Independence 
Hall, took the wrong door, and ended 
up in this fascinating little Museum.

Exhibits typically combine 
incredible works of art in the realm 
of science coupled with important 
objects of material culture from 
American history. They often have 
a hands-on component such as a 
replica camera lucida (Varley Patent 
Graphic Telescope) that you can use 

to draw exact replicas of things you 
see in the room.  One exhibit allowed 
you to trace lines from Thomas 
Jefferson’s handwritten Declaration of 
Independence.  Another exhibit called 
“Gathering Voices, Thomas Jefferson 
and Native America” included a 
listening station with actual recordings 
of Native American spoken language.

Every exhibit has something new, 
something beautiful, and something 
you did not even know you were 
looking for.  But once you've seen it, 
you can't take your eyes off it or stop 
talking about it.

Location: 104 South 4th Street
Admission: FREE, but suggested donation of 
$2
Website: apsmuseum.org
Tip: The Museum is sometimes open during 
odd hours; check the website before visiting.

DUNCAN'S Destinations
BY DUNCAN SPENCER

As a kid I came under the influence of  the sailor/mountaineer D.W. Tilman, whose books were favorites of  my father. Tilman endured long ocean 
voyages paired with mountaineering excursions to little known, often snowcapped, peaks. As a result, he saw beauty reserved for those who reach 
beyond conventional comforts. Tillman’s influence led me to the discovery of  diamonds in plain sight. Follow me through our own endless urban 

ocean, to beauty in places where you may not have thought to look. 
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Feed the Hungry  Give Drink to the Thirsty  Shelter the Homeless  
Visit the Sick  Bury the Dead  Give Alms to the Poor 

Counsel the Doubtful  Instruct the Ignorant  Admonish the Sinner  
Comfort the Sorrowful Forgive Injuries  

 Bear Wrongs Patiently  Pray for the Living and Dead 
 

www.stphilipneriqueenvillage.org         www.im.va 

To view all Center City properties  
visit our website: plumerre.com
Residential, Commercial & Investment Real Estate

226 South Street, Philadelphia | info@plumerre.com | 215 922 4200

A trusted name in Philadelphia  
Real Estate for over 90 years
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That Philadelphia offers an array of local 
food choices from farmers’ markets to 
groceries to restaurants shouldn’t surprise 
anyone who has spent any time here. But 
the depth and breadth of our local food 
availability can be daunting, especially for 
those who want to take those first steps 
away from the supermarket. No one is 
better qualified to navigate these options 
than longtime Queen Village resident 
Bob Pierson, a local food advocate 
with decades of experience connecting 
farmers and customers. As the founder 
and director of Farm to City, Pierson, 
along with his 2-person staff, coordinates 
16 farmers’ markets throughout the city, 
recruits members for several CSAs, and 
operates Winter Harvest, a huge buying 
club that since 2001 has offered a bonanza 
of local products in the dreary winter and 
early spring months when most farmers 
markets are closed for the season. We 
talked with Pierson about Philadelphia’s 
strong local food roots, his work with Farm 
to City, and what’s new and exciting on 
Winter Harvest. 

How does Philadelphia compare to other U.S. cities in 
the availability of local food?

“Philadelphia has an excellent reputation 
nationwide for its local food scene,” 
Pierson says, citing the Food Policy 
Advisory Council appointed by the mayor, 
many restaurants and institutions now 
purchasing local food, several non-profit 
organizations that champion buy-fresh, 
buy-local, and of course our thriving 
farmers markets. “We have over 40 farmers’ 
markets now in the city. A lot of them are 
small, but they serve their communities 
well.” Pierson credits the early farmers 
markets with “putting the face of the 
farmer in front of people on a regular 
basis,” an experience that was nearly 
nonexistent before. Add to these the work 
of Common Market and Lancaster Farm 
Fresh Cooperative in bringing regionally 
grown produce to buyers large and small 
and the dozens of CSAs that are available 
to city residents, and it’s easier than ever 

to find locally produced food in the city. 

What do you see as Farm to City’s role in that?

Pierson takes very seriously the 
responsibility of Farm to City and other 
local food advocacy groups to educate 
consumers about importance of knowing 
where their food comes from. The local 
food movement has championed that 
cause, but according to Pierson “its 
reputation is being threatened by large 
corporate opportunists who are using 
its slogans and claims to recruit the 
next group of households who become 
interested in local food. They think they’re 
getting the real thing, but they’re being 
misled on exactly where it’s coming from, 
how fresh it is, and how they are treating 
the farmers, the land, and the animals.” 
He by no means sees it as a losing battle. 
“That’s why we’re here to protect the local 
food source, so that you can be sure that 
you are getting the local products that you 
want.” 

What is your favorite product on Winter Harvest?  
What locally produced item do you think people will 
find surprising?

This may not be a fair question considering 
the club offers over 100 varieties of 
produce, several kinds of mushrooms, 
various meats and fish, cheeses and dairy 
products, breads, flours, spices, preserves 
and even locally roasted coffee and tea. 
Pierson, however, immediately reeled off 
some of his longtime favorites such as 
Gold Rush apples, chicken available whole 
or in parts, Pequea Valley yogurt, fish fresh 
from Jersey docks, and soup from Good 
Spoon Foods “for quick and easy meals.” 
He also loves more unusual items such as 
Asian greens and yaçon grown by Amish 
farmers. 

How does ordering weekly items on Winter Harvest 
work? 

Once customers joins Farm to City, an 
easy and free process, they can sign up 

for Winter Harvest. Regular emails will 
notify shoppers of the beginning of each 
ordering window, which is done every 
two-weeks. Patrons can pay via PayPal 
or send larger amounts via check for a 
bonus to spend on the site. On its new 
website, ready by November, items will be 
shown by category rather than a long list 
of 500 items, and pictures will accompany 
the items. Members will be able to look 
up adjustments to their accounts for 
weighed items and credit for any missing 
items. Queen Village residents can 
conveniently pick up their orders at Old 
Pine Community Center at 401 Lombard 
Street on Thursdays. The program begins 
for the season in November and wraps up 
in April. 

It’s never been a better time to experience 
the local food movement in Philadelphia. 
Sign up for Winter Harvest now for a 
delicious taste of the bounty of local food. 

LOCAL FOOD 101
BY DONNA PANCARI

 
Queen Village resident and local food activist Bob Pierson offers a primer on local food history and availability in Philadelphia.

Rittenhouse Square Farmers' Market, operated 
by Farm to City, on a busy Saturday
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Your Neighbor. Your Realtor.

Philadelphia Magazine 5 Star Award Winner for Customer Satisfaction
Multi-Million Dollar Producer on the Conway Team

Gary Mintz, REALTOR®
Gary@GaryKnowsPhilly.com
215.870.3199 c
215.627.6005 o

From the restaurants to the playgrounds we love,
I know our neighborhood and why it’s great!

Need to Know More? I am in the Neighborhood.

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Happy students have a
favorite subject—

All of ThemAll of ThemAll of Them

friends-select.org

HARVEST
WINTER

Buy Local,
Cook from Scratch,

Eat with your family, 
friends, and tribe!

You can find over 500 locally 
produced foods, Nov.-Apr. 
You choose the items.  

Order on-line for weekly 
deliveries to 4th & Lombard. 

Register now to be ready for 
November deliveries. 

TM

winterharvestphilly.org
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There were still science experiments and 
trips to the splash-ground at Shot Tower 
Recreational Center, but for its second 
season, the Summer at Courtyard expanded 
to four days of programming that included 
therapeutic art instruction, golf lessons, and, 
most importantly, kids from all over Queen 
Village spending their summer together.

The sophomore effort for 2016 was an 
ambitious one, as programming partnerships 
with Southwark Queen Village Community 
Garden and GlaxoSmithKline were replaced 
with The First Tee of Greater Philadelphia 
and Therapeutic Art lessons from Professor 
Kathryn Snyder. Also, the 6-week free 
program, (Monday-Thursday, 8:30-2:30) 
would open its doors to all Queen Village kids. 

The regular schedule was as follows: science 
experiments with Science Explorers on 
Monday mornings with Monday afternoons 
spent shooting baskets in the gym or running 
in the splash-ground at Shot Tower Recreation 
Center. On Tuesdays and Wednesdays, a bus 
took the group to FDR Park for golf instruction 
with the First Tee program, where the kids 
ate lunch and got to go to the playground 
before the bus ride home. (And let’s not forget 
the weekly water ice treats for these kids 
who doubted they could hit a golf ball, and 
turned out to be really good!) On Thursdays, 
Therapeutic Art instruction was lead by 
students of Professor Snyder, with afternoons 

returning to Shot Tower Recreation Center.

The first four weeks were locked in and ready 
to go. It was a departure from last summer’s 
multiple trips around the city, but QVNA was 
doubling its programming from 2 to 4 days, 
and a good amount of the trips; to the Zoo, 
the Penn Museum, Bartram’s Garden, were 
excursions the kids had made in past summers 
or with their school. But swinging a golf club 
on a golf green? That was a first for almost 
all the kids.

The Democratic National Convention 
presented a challenge as it took over FDR 
Park for the last week in July. Then a golf 
tournament took instructors out of town 
for first week in August – our last week of 
camp. But thanks to QVNA Board member, 
Justin Fishman, the tempo for Summer at 
Courtyard would not miss a beat. Fishman, 
who was already key in organizing volunteers 
to help with afternoon sports drills at Shot 
Tower Rec, pulled some amazing strings in 
the professional sports world as well: securing 
group tickets behind Home Plate for a Phillies 
Game, and locking down a visit from Eagles 
Wide Receiver Jordan Matthews, who not only 
signed autographs, but tossed a football and 
shot hoops with the kids!

The athletic theme seemed to organically fill 
the First Tee vacancies as our summer program 
coordinator, Daniel Clark, brought in friends 

from the Philadelphia Fury professional soccer 
team to lead drills. Other kids participated 
in Double Dutch instruction with Coach 
Cassandra Lee of the Jumping Jems DD Team. 
There was also the fair amount of animal/
reptile time; the Academy of Natural Sciences 
returned with a presentation “Amazing 
Adaptations” and there was a visit from Scott 
Prior’s “Snake Party.” 

As we look forward in planning for the summer 
of 2017, what were the keys to success 
this summer? One would be the $3,000 
sponsorship that Justin Fishman secured from 
Genesis Healthcare. But money can only help 
build on a foundation of partnerships. So it 
is our partnership with Director Jennifer Cox 
and Maintenance Engineer Frank Ward at Shot 
Tower that gave us an alternate location for 
activities. It’s our partnership with Professor 
and Art Psychotherapist, Kathryn Snyder, (who 
mentored art instructors Mariya Keselman and 
Kristyn Stickley), that bought Therapeutic Art 
to Thursday mornings. It’s the partnership with 
Coaches Phil Blonski and Rebecca Ciamano 
at The First Tee that introduced golf to our 
participants, and it’s the amazing crew that 
puts the hours into making the program run 
smoothly: Barry Perrin, Inez ‘Kandi’ Green, 
Tasha McNight, Charlotte Smith, Daniel Clark, 
and Yael Levin. Thanks to all these people, we 
had a surprise waiting list this year, and look 
forward to bringing more neighborhood kids 
together next summer!

A SUCCESSFUL  
Sophomore Summer

BY ELEANOR INGERSOLL

Old Pine Street Church 
Established 1768 

 

Where History, Faith, Message,  
Music & Fellowship intersect at 

 

412 Pine Street 
 

Sunday Worship 10:30am   
 

215-925-8051 
www.oldpine.org 
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Amy Shelanski, R E A LTOR®

c.  215.983.1414  |  o.  215.625.3650  |  f.  215.625.4721
ashelanski@spaceandcompany.com
amy.searchphillylistings.com
spaceandcompany.com
2200 Walnut Street, Philadelphia PA 19103

LET THEM  
EAT PIE.

Call me to discuss your real estate goals over a slice — my baking  
skills are almost as fierce as my negotiation skills.

RH2

Celebrating the Jewish High Holy Days is as easy as a walk in 
the park, RH² is FREE and open to the public. Find us in the 

southeast corner of Rittenhouse Square. 

OctOber 2, 2016 • 5:00–7:00 PM
bzbi.org/events 

5:00 PM: Concert with the Marom Band   
6:00 PM: Traditional service

RosH HasHanaH in 
RittenHouse squaRe

4.75 by 4 5/8 inches (QVNA).indd   1 7/20/16   4:42 PM
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One of the benefits of living in an urban neighborhood 
with tree-lined streets is the show those trees put on 
seasonally. There are beautiful blossoms in the spring 
and spectacular colored leaves in the fall. Have you 
ever wondered where the green goes and why we see 
such a variety of colors at this time of year? The answer 
is complicated from a biological standpoint because 
trees are complex living organisms. And trees will display 
different leaf colors depending on the species.

All leaves contain the chemical compound, chlorophyll. 
This is the pigment that gives them the green color 
(khloros is from the old Greek word for green). Chlorophyll 
allows the tree to turn energy from the sun into food via 

photosynthesis, so it can grow and thrive.  As the days 
shorten and get colder in the fall, the tree senses that 
winter is coming. There is not enough sunlight and water 
for trees in the winter so they go dormant to survive. They 
drop their leaves as part of this process. However, before 
they fall their chlorophyll begins to break down and other 
pigments that were hidden in the leaves are revealed. 
Usually these are yellow xanthophylls and orange 
carotenoids (which also give carrots their color). Some 
leaves contain more sugars than others and produce red 
anthocyanins. This is why we see such a range of beautiful 
colors in the fall, and Queen Village is not a bad place to 
go leaf peeping!

AUTUMN'S COLORS 
Revealed!

BY ANNE HARVEY

Instructions for Paper Chromatography
This is an experiment you can do at home to show how one color 
can hide other colors inside. You will need: water-based markers, 
scissors, paper towel or coffee filters, a tall glass, water, and a pencil 
or chopstick.

1. Put water in the glass so there is about ½ inch in the bottom.  

Cut the paper into strips about 1 inch wide 

2. Cut one end of the paper strip into a point

3. Choose any color marker and raw a thick, dark line across the  
paper strip about 2 inches up from the point. Use plenty of 
ink, BUT BE CAREFUL not to rip the paper.

4. Roll the flat end of the strip around the pencil so it is 

about the same height as the glass.

5. Put the pencil across the top of the glass so the point of 

the paper strip is just below the water.

6. Watch the ink move as the water moves up the strip by  

“capillary action.”
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When I began writing a story about the 11 
Pennsylvania historical markers in Queen 
Village, it seemed like a pretty simple 
assignment:

Go to the various sites, research the 
subjects and plot the spots on a map so 
our readers could find them.

But it didn't turn out to be that easy. Why? 
The very first place I went to – 502 S. 
Front Street – the home of Francis Daniel 
Pastorius – was missing its historic plaque.

And I have no idea where it is.

The location, though, is important. It's 
the home of the man who founded 
Germantown. He drafted the first anti-
slavery document in America in 1688. And 
the first 13 German settlers he represented 
drew straws here for their lots on October 
25, 1683.

His "home" was actually a cave, 15 feet 
wide and 30 feet long,  "half under and 
half above ground." It furnished shelter for 
some 20 people while their houses were 
being built in Germantown. 

Over the door, Pastorius wrote an 
inscription that translates as: “A little 

house, but a friend to the good, keep 
away, ye profane!” When William Penn saw 
it, Pastorius says, he “burst into laughter, 
and encouraged me to keep on building."

The now-missing 28-by-48-inch bronze 
plaque was placed on Pastorius’ house 
October 25, 1924. Like 25 others, it was 
designed by famous architect Paul Philippe 
Cret. Later, the Pennsylvania Museum and 
Historical Commission developed the blue 
and gold historical markers you see today.

William Penn agreed to let Pastorius 
purchase three lots in the city behind 
each other at Front, Second and Third 
Streets. The first two were "a hundred feet 
broad and four hundred long." Lot #1 was 
carved out of William Penn Jr.'s land at 
the northwest corner of Front and Cedar 
Street (now South Street.) He was three 
years of age at the time.

5 INTERESTING ODDITIES

• Pastorius described early Philadelphia 
variously as "several small houses set in 
the midst of a howling wilderness," and 
"consisting of 3 or 4 little Cottages, all the 
Residue being only Woods, Underwoods, 
Timber and Trees." He also said, "it is 

nothing but forest, and very few cleared 
places are to be found."

• William Penn hoped his new land would 
produce great wines – with good reason. 
His province imported sixty thousand 
gallons of wine a year. Penn set up a 
vineyard at Springettsbury (just north 
of Fairmount along the Schuylkill) with 
a French winemaker to tend it. But the 
experiment failed, and was abandoned 
before Penn's second visit. 

•  The Germans diabolically dubbed a June 
1942 coordinated sabotage attack against 
the U.S. "Operation Pastorius," an unlikely 
reference to the leader of the first German 
settlement in America. Fortunately all 
eight spies who landed off Long Island 
and Florida were captured within days.

• Pastorius – an accomplished leader, 
lawyer and educator who wrote in seven 
languages – was the hero of  “The 
Pennsylvania Pilgrim," a 546-line narrative 
poem by John Greenleaf Whittier.
 
• While laying out Germantown in the fall 
of 1683, Pastorius said Penn's Woods were 
"a very Eden of beauty, only cursed with a 
plethora of rattlesnakes.”

Gone Missing:

BY JIM MURPHY
Pastorius’ plaque was designed by famed Philadelphia architect Paul Philippe Cret and dedicated on October 25, 
1924.  Although the exact location of the installation is unknown, it appears to have been placed on a brick wall 
located at Front and Naudain. The brick wall and other structures on the property were later demolished.  The 
houses that stand on the 500 block of South Front Street today were built about 1980.

THE BRONZE HISTORICAL MARKER OF
FRANCIS DANIEL PASTORIUS



QVNA BOARD ELECTIONS
Do you care about your neighborhood? If you have enthusiasm, 
valuable skills, an interest in working with others, and a commitment 
to improving your community you are an ideal candidate to 
contribute to our Board whose members work collaboratively 
and think strategically. QVNA exists to serve the residents of 
Queen Village and strengthen the community, and we cannot 
achieve our goals without a strong board. The QVNA Board is 
made up of five officers and eight Board members, all of whom 
serve two-year terms. 

Eligible candidates must be a resident of Queen Village, have 
attended and signed in at any two QVNA sponsored meetings, 
and can commit to the first Thursday of every month for Board 
Meetings. Candidates should submit a photograph and 200 
word statement about yourself and why you want to run to info@
qvna.org by October 1, 2016.   Biographies will be published on 
QVNA’s website and in our weekly email newsletter.  Elections 
will take place at the General Meeting on November 17, 2016.

FALL QVNA COMMUNITY GRANT CYCLE OPEN
The fall grant cycle is officially open and QVNA is accepting 
applications for projects that aim to improve the quality of life 
in our neighborhood.  In the past, QVNA has funded capital 
projects such as the Fulton St. Mural and enhancements and 
improvements to existing public spaces like  Mario Lanza Park, 
Southwark Queen Village Community Garden, and Shot Tower 
Playground.  Applications are due by October 15, 2016. Visit 
www.qvna.org for details.

UNSINKABLE PATRIOT: THE LIFE AND TIMES OF THOMAS CAVE IN 
REVOLUTIONARY AMERICA
In his recent book, “Unsinkable Patriot,” Queen Village resident 
and history sleuth Michael Schreiber digs into old letters, 
newspapers, and documents to tell the story of Thomas Cave, 

an “ordinary man” who had many extraordinary adventures 
in early America. At the advent of the American Revolution, 
Cave enlisted in the Continental Navy and was soon captured 
in battle. Following the Revolution, Cave married and settled 
in Philadelphia, where he participated in the rancorous political 
feuds of the day. While telling the story, Schreiber provides 
insight into the revolutionary society of the late 18th and early 
19th centuries—its politics, theatre, architecture, technical 
inventions, and daily life.

On Thursday, September 15, 2016 at 7:30 pm in Riverside Hall 
at Gloria Dei (Old Swedes') Church, Michael Schreiber will provide 
information on the fascinating history of our neighborhood. 
Don’t miss this special event co-sponsored by the Historic Gloria 
Dei Preservation Corporation and Queen Village Neighbors 
Association.

FASCINATING FACTS ABOUT WILLIAM PENN, PHILADELPHIA  AND EVEN 
QUAKER OATS MOST PEOPLE DON’T YET KNOW
"Fascinating Facts about William Penn, Philadelphia and Even 
Quaker Oats Most People Don’t Yet Know” is a fast-paced look 
at Penn’s “Greene Countrie Towne.” Philadelphia tour guide, 
copywriter and history lover Jim Murphy will cover over 300 
years of Philadelphia history in about 30 minutes. You’ll view 
unique historic photos and paintings, learn about some of the 
city’s past struggles and successes, and hopefully come away 
with a new respect for the under-appreciated man who founded 
our city ... and changed our nation. It should be an educational 
and entertaining night.

This event will take place on Thursday, October 20, 2016 at 
7:30 pm in Riverside Hall at Gloria Dei (Old Swedes') Church.  
This program is being co-sponsored by the Historic Gloria 
Dei Preservation Corporation and Queen Village Neighbors 
Association.

AROUND TOWN

classifieds
DOG TRAINING

PATRICIA BENTZ CDBC, CPDT-KA, CNWI
K-9 Training & Behavioral Therapy 
In-home: puppy & behavior consultations,  
obedience/CGC training. K9 Nose Work group class

Queen Village, Philadelphia;
http://www.k-9training.org

pabentzz@gmail.com 
215.551.5254

PERSONAL HOME SERVICE

BRUCE LINCOLN
A Little Bit of Everything

House Cleaning, Senior Care,  
Pet Care, Odd Jobs, Concierge  
and much more since 1996 
 

brucelincoln@gmail.com 
215.813.7256

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

MARV FACTOR
• Managed Construction since 1983 
• Condo Management since 2006 
• 43 years as trial attorney 
• Expertise w/ Condo Docs, Property 
   Rights & Legal Docs
• Works primarily in Center City 

mfactor@condopropertymanagement.info 
215.370.4231



Enjoy your very own private space in our upstairs loft bar.  
Great for brunches, happy hours, engagements, graduations,  
birthdays or whatever the special occasion may be.

Various food & bar packages to choose from.  
Space is suitable for parties from 20-40 people.

Let us help host your next special event!

ForPetesSakePub.com

900 South Front Street, Philadelphia, PA 19147

For more information or to book our  
private event space call 215.462.2230  

or email 4petessakepub@gmail.com

For Pete’s Sake Pub



Kathy, Patrick and the 
Conway Team www.conwayteam.com

September 2016

We hope this finds you all rested and refreshed after our 
long hot summer. Even in the midst of the heat and vacation 

time, we have managed to sell over 46 houses during  
the summer.

We are invigorated and looking forward to an  
exciting and brisk fall season. We have wonderful new  

listings and many terrific qualified buyers.

Call us, we would love to help you.

WHAT THEY ARE SAYING
The Conway Team is head and shoulders above other 
Agents/Agencies when it comes to knowledge of Phila-
delphia. They are “home grown” and I have used them 
for years. Their integrity is unquestioned and the quality 
of their service is outstanding. I would use them again and 
again without hestitation. – Lynn Westcott, Esq.

As I am gradually getting settled in my apartment in West 
Lafayette, Indiana, I do remember how quickly and efficiently 
my condo in Society Hill Towers was sold. After selecting 
Pat Conway from BHHS, he determined the price, prepared 
photos, gave me a Marketing Plan and I started packing. 
Within 30 days I accepted a great offer. The transaction 
was the most professionally and effectively managed. I am 
pleased to recommend Pat to others. – Zoe Coulson

I have purchased three homes from Kathy over the past 20 years. 
She knows the market, what is available, what’s been sold and she 
knows what the value should be. She is the nicest person in Society 
Hill and if there is a Heaven, she has a free card. – WJ Breslin

Buying and selling a house is one of the most stressful passages in 
time. You expect an agent with a vast knowledge of the market, 
someone who knows who your buyer is and how to reach them, one 
with a proven record of success. You expect worldclass negotiat-
ing skills. What you don’t expect is honesty, patience, creativity, 
kindness and the tenacity to stick with you even if it’s a tough sell. 
Kathy Conway is all of those things and more. We wouldn’t consider 
selling or buying again without her. – Jax & John Lowell

Kathy went above and beyond in selling 
our condo which is her nature and her staff 
provides exceptional service and oversight. 
As we relocated out-of-state, Kathy took 
care of every detail to ready our condo for 
market including painting and carpeting and 
supervising/coordinating the entire process 
through closing, even sending us wayward 
mail! She is a dedicated professional who 
truly cares about her clients. 
– Laurie Frischman & Neil

812 S Swanson St
$1,100,000

SOLD IN 10 DAYS  
FOR FULL PRICE

306 Queen St
Lovely 3 BR, 2.5 BA. Modern 
unique architecture. 5Fp’s, 

Exquisite master suite, 
beautiful oak hrwd flrs. Garden 

& Roof Deck.

512 Catherine St
Foster Wilson Design! Pristine 

Condition. Attention to Details, 
2 BR + Den, 2 BA, Fp, Hrwd 
Flrs, finished basement, & 

Lovely Garden.

727 Annin St
$425,000

SOLD IN 1 DAY  
FOR $13K OVER ASKING

702 S 2nd St
SOLD FOR FULL PRICE 

$799,900

113 Kenilworth St
$1,100,000

SOLD IN 1 DAY  
FOR FULL PRICE

111-113 - 115 Walnut St
Custom Built Homes

$2,500,000
ALL SOLD OVER ASKING

246 Fitzwater St PH
 WOW! Original Price 
$1,300,000. Reduce to 

$899,900. Best Buy Ever.

826 S Front St
Electric Gem, Runs Street to 

Street w/ Garage, 100 Ft Deep, 
3300 Sq Ft, 4BR + Art Studio, 
3.5 BA, Hardwood Floors, FP, 
Incredible Kitchen & Lovely 

garden. $1,100,000

1 Queen St #10
Beautiful 3 BR, 2.5 Home, 
Garage, Hardwood Floors, 
FIreplace, Balcony, Deck & 

Meredith Catchment.
$619,900

201 Queen St #2
Acme Piano - The Best 

Building. Fab Unit.
2000 Sq Ft, Bi Level, 2/3, Hrwd 
flrs + Garage Parking & Roof 
Deck. Meredith Catchment

$579,900

922 E. Moyamensing Ave
Large Corner Property. 3 BR, 
1.5 BA, Fireplace, Exposed 

Brick & Wood Floors
$359,000 or Rent $2200

Society Hill Towers 
Unit 5A!

South Tower. 1131 sq. ft. 2 
Bdrms, parquet flrs, Floor to 
ceiling windows surround. 

North, East & West Exposure. 
RED. $399,000

90% OF OUR BUSINESS COMES FROM FRIENDS TELLING FRIENDS!

SOLD OUT
SOLD

SOLD

$899,900
SALE OR RENT

R
E

N
TA

L
S 927 S 2nd St – Shot Tower Place! Beautiful 4BR, 2.5 BA, 2 Car Parking, Fireplace, Finished Basement & Deck. $3700

5th & Monroe – 705-07 S 5th St – Fabric Lofts! 8 Incredible New Units with Every Amenity. From $1800

790 S Front St – 2 Bedroom Trinity with Shared Garden. Great Location. $800

212 Brown St – American Lofts – 1, 2 & 3 Bedrooms. Hardwood Floors. Light & Space. From $1575 (2 LEFT)

2940 S Broad St – Incredible Designer Quality Home w/ 3 BR + Media Rm, 2.5 Ba, Hrwd Flrs, Lg Deck, Front Garden + 2 Car Parking. RENT $2400 or SALE $524,900

WWW.CONWAYTEAM.COM

FOR MORE INFORMATION & A LIST OF OUR INVENTORY,  
PROFESSIONAL PHOTOS, OPEN HOUSES & VIRTUAL TOURS

Kathy@conwayteam.com – Patrick@conwayteam.com
Social Hill Office – 530 Walnut St #260, Philadelphia, PA 19106
Kathy: 215-850-3842 // Patrick 215-266-1537
215-627-6005

200 Christian St
Exquisite designers rehab, 3bdrms 

+ den, 3.5 spa baths, beautiful 
hrdwd flrs, parking of course and 

a lovely Zen garden/sitting area to 
enjoy morning coffee or evening 

refreshments. $705,000

SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD

NEW LISTING


