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a letter from  
the president

As the weather warms and days get longer, 
Queen Villagers will begin spending more 
time outdoors. In addition to our well-
reviewed restaurants with outdoor seating, 
walkable streets and distinctive shops, we are 
home to several established parks and open 
spaces with nothing but potential. 

In this issue, we look at one such space, the 
Front Street Gateway, the long-neglected 
swath of land along Front Street between 
Washington and Christian under I-95, and 
plans to improve it. Born of the minds of 
residents living adjacent to it who became 
the Friends of the Front Street Gateway, 
the space is poised to be transformed into 
a vibrant, people-friendly amenity that 

welcomes neighbors and guests entering 
the neighborhood from its southeastern-most 
point. As they continue to raise funds and 
move the project forward, the Friends are a 
shining example of the power we each have 
to drive positive change and create more 
livable spaces. 

During the summer, we will seek responses 
to our Neighborhood Survey. The survey 
will be available online and on paper at the 
Weccacoe office. Results will be released this 
fall.  Your input will help QVNA identify what 
we’re doing well, what challenges remain, 
and how our organizational priorities should 
be set. 

In sad news, we lost in March a pillar of the 
community and former Board member, Bill 
Landy. In service to the Board, Bill provided 
sound financial advice. As a neighbor, he was 
quick with a smile and a story. Bill gave me the 
warmest of welcomes when I joined the Board 
and remained a constant source of positivity. 
He will be sorely missed. Condolences may 
be sent to his widow, Sandra Mannon, at 409 
Woodcrest Avenue, Lititz, PA 17543.

As always, your thoughts and suggestions 
may be shared with me at president@qvna.org. 

I’ll see you in the Village, 
Lauren Leonard 

06 may  2016

The Mariners' Bethel Church and the Benjamin Hellings House 
photographed in 1957.  These buildings once stood on the east 
side of Front Street between Carpenter and Washington.
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Summer  
MOVIE PREVIEW
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CAPTAIN AMERICA: CIVIL WAR (5/6)
It is likely if you have kids, you’ve already 
caught wind of this one. If not, let me lay it 
out for you very quickly: The latest Marvel 
superhero potpourri features Captain 
America, a dude dressed in the colors of the 
flag, in a political contretemps with Iron Man, 
a dude decked head-to-toe in super high-tech 
armor. Sounds like a massacre, right? But, not 

so fast, they each get other heroes on their side, and the battle 
lines are drawn. Early buzz is this is another huge win for Marvel 
– and Disney, their corporate overlord – which should make DC 
and Warner Brothers bum out even a little harder about the whole 
Superman v. Batman fiasco.

THE LOBSTER (5/13)
I  had the pleasure of watching Greek 
auteur Yorgos Lanthimos inexplicable, dark 
comedy/satire at last year’s TIFF and found 
it extraordinary. Admittedly, it’s built around 
a pretty peculiar conceit -- in some alternate 
future reality, single people are given 45 days 
to find a new romantic partner while staying at 

a hotel outside the city, or be turned into an animal of their choice 
and set free – but Lanthimos’ film takes his Kafka-like concept and, 
like the literary master himself, blurs the lines between metaphor 
and reality to produce something of stunning originality.  

 
THE NICE GUYS (5/20)
Shane Black, the writer/director of this dark, 
private eye comedy, has an interesting 
reputation in Hollywood. He made his initial 
splash, and a whole lot of scratch, writing the 
original Lethal Weapon script (he bailed on 

the franchise after that, so you can’t blame him). Then he wrote a 
couple of big-budget failures and got lost to booze, drugs, and 
Hollywood’s party scene for a while, only to re-emerge in 2005 
with Kiss Kiss Bang Bang, a well-received, arch thriller. His new 
film, which he co-wrote and directed, stars Ryan Gosling as an 
out-of-his-depth P.I. and Russell Crowe as a hired muscle lummox, 
who get involved in a massive conspiracy in ‘70s L.A. 

WARCRAFT (6/10)
Normally, I wouldn’t be terribly interested in a 
film based on a wildly popular online game – 
let’s just say the legacy of films based on games 
takes us from Clue, to Super Mario Brothers, 
to Hitman, and leave it at that – but this film, 
adapted from the sword-and-sorcery epic, 
“Wizard of Warcraft,” is directed by Duncan 

Jones (yes, the late David Bowie’s son), a filmmaker of some 
considerable skill. His last film, Source Code, was a taut, sci-fi 
thriller with a solid emotional core, so there’s at least a chance 
he’s managed to take the essence of the game and moved it into 
more rich and emotionally satisfying territory. 

THE SHALLOWS (6/24)
Listen, Jaws remains on my all-time top 10 list, 
so any new, original-sounding shark film at 
least gets my attention. This one stars Blake 
Lively as a lone surfer stranded on a rock 200 
yards from shore, with a hungry Great White 
circling around her. It might be awful – if the 
history of shark flicks post-Jaws is any guide, 
it’s almost guaranteed to be so – but on the 

offhand chance it works, I’ll remain guardedly interested.

BY PIERS MARCHANT

If  you stand outside and listen very carefully, you can hear the first, distant murmurings of  the oncoming Summer Movie cavalcade. Like that moment just before the giant 
tsunami roars over a peaceful village, we are about to be besieged by capes, fart jokes, and a staggering number of  sequels, reboots, and reimaginings. Still, amidst the frantic 

clamor, there are a few things worth plucking out of  the debris. Here are a handful of  early summer flicks that might actually be worth the price of  admission. 
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From the very start, William Penn wanted 
his city of Philadelphia to be a “greene 
Country Towne, which will never be 
burnt and always be wholesome.”

With good reason.

In 1666, Penn had seen a devastating 
fire destroy up to four-fifths of the city 
of London. A year later, bubonic plague 
killed some 100,000 people – about a 
quarter of London’s population.

So when Penn decided to build his 
City of Brotherly Love, he wanted wide 
streets and large one-half and one-
acre lots – with room on the sides for 
gardens, orchards or fields.

Penn’s famous 1682 City Plan of 
Philadelphia also included something 
unprecedented:  a gridiron street pattern 
featuring four 8-acre public squares for 
the enjoyment of the community, and 
one ten-acre centre square. 

(The closest of Penn’s original squares 
to Queen Village is Washington Square, 
which sits between 6th and 7th Streets 
at Walnut. On Penn’s original map, it was 
called Southeast Square.)

Penn’s design was also the first city plan 
in the U.S. to provide for long-term 
urban growth.

So important was Penn’s thinking that 
the American Society of Civil Engineers 
added Penn's Plan to its List of Historic 
Civil Engineering Landmarks in 1994. 
Penn’s Plan joined other American 
icons like the Golden Gate Bridge, 
Hoover Dam and Panama Canal on the 
prestigious list.

Penn was also praised for designing 
street widths appropriate to their 
usage. High (now Market) Street and 

Broad Street were 100 feet wide, much 
broader than any street in London at the 
time. Streets fronting the river were 60 
feet wide, with the rest 50 feet wide.

5 things many people don’t know 
about Philadelphia
1. Penn hoped to develop a city that was 
10,000 acres in size. When he couldn’t 
purchase the land he originally wanted 
at Upland (now Chester), he moved his 
sights further north. Eventually, Penn 
purchased a little over 1,200 acres 
“from three Swedes of Wicaco, the 
Svennsson or Swanson brothers,” says 
“Philadelphia: A 300-Year History.”

2. First named after nearby prominent 
landowners, the city’s east-west streets 
were renamed in 1684 after trees 
Penn said “spontaneously grow in the 
country.” Today’s differences: Sassafras 
became Race Street, Mulberry became 
Arch, and Cedar was renamed South 
Street.

3. Penn heavily promoted his new land 
through a series of pamphlets designed 
to attract landowners. As benefits, he 
noted that Philadelphia “lies 600 miles 
nearer the Sun than England” and 
“about the Latitude of Naples in Italy.”

4. While Penn never did anything with 
the squares that he placed in the four 
quadrants of the city, each one took on 
a unique identity. And these popular 
squares now provide refreshing green 
space in the heart of the city. Today they 
are known as: Logan Square, Franklin 
Square, Rittenhouse Square and 
Washington Square.

5. By 1831, Washington Square served as 
an arboretum to help educate the public 
about horticulture. It contained over 

Philly  Green 
FROM THE GET-GO

10

50 varieties of trees, including seven 
that were European. Two of the native 
varieties were introduced by Meriwether 
Lewis and William Clark from the Rocky 
Mountains.

City residents hugged the river
While Penn wanted people to spread 
out across his city, Philly residents stayed 
close to the Delaware River. They also 
developed their own system of alleys or 
cartways. By 1698, nine lanes ran from 
Front to Second Street, thwarting Penn’s 
plan and violating his dream of a green 
country town.

Still Penn’s Woods
However, Pennsylvania is aptly named.  
Rebounding from the early 1900s, when 
forest cover amounted to only 30% of 
the state’s land area, that number in 
early 2016 was 59%. 

Fast facts
Debt King Charles II Owed Sir William 
Penn: £16,000

Size of William Penn’s Grant: 45,000 
sq. miles

Pennsylvania Was Named for: Penn’s 
father, Sir William Penn, at the king’s 
direction

Size of Penn’s City of Brotherly Love: 
2 square miles

Amount William Penn Paid the Indians 
for Their Land: £1,200

Years William Penn Lived in 
Philadelphia: Less than 4 years

Name of the Ship that First Brought 
William Penn to Philadelphia: The 
Welcome

BY JIM MURPHY
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In 1958, neighborhood activists learned that they lost a 
long-standing battle against federal and state highway 
officials - construction plans were approved to erect I-95 
on the Front Street corridor.  Soon the eastern edge of Queen 
Village was demolished, resulting in hundreds of families 
and businesses being displaced.  Despite these losses, 
community members soldiered on and eventually succeeded 
in reclaiming the east side of Front Street for public use.

On October 26, 2010, Marge Schernecke, Paul Levy, 
Kathy Conway, and Conrad Weiler shared the following 
stories behind these advocacy efforts.

The Demolition of Front Street
SCHERNECKE:
The houses on [the east side of] Front Street 
were all vacated in the mid ‘60s.
 
CONWAY:
People who had [lived in those houses] for 
three or four generations left. Many of the 
elders died, because they just could not 
adjust going somewhere else. 

SCHERNECKE:
After residents were forced to move, the 
houses were systematically stripped by 
poachers. They took everything that was 
historically significant—fireplaces, molding, 
decorative wrought ironwork, copper piping. 
Actual demolition of the houses on Front 
Street started in ’66 and ’67. Though I lived 
on the west side of the street, I remember 
standing with our neighbors [and] watched 
[as] their houses [were] demolished. It was 
very heartbreaking to see a house that your 
best friend lived in being torn down, where 
you shared so many memories with them.
 
Relocating the Exit Ramps
LEVY:
The Crosstown Expressway was to [supposed 
to] link I-95 and the Schuylkill. When that 
[was] defeated in 1972, [it resulted in a 

highway] with no place to get off.  [That’s why 
PennDOT proposed installing exit] ramps 
that [would empty] into the neighborhood.

SCHERNECKE:
We [already] saw between two and three 
hundred historically certified houses 
demolished. Then [PennDOT proposed 
installing] ramps and wanted to [demolish] 
more houses on Front Street between South 
and Bainbridge. We’d had enough.

WEILER:
The Neighborhood Preservation Coalition 
was the group that was formed to fight the 
ramps.  The demonstration and protests 
eventually resulted in the city and state 
relenting.  A number of people filed a lawsuit 
under the Environmental Protection Act 
because [PennDot] had not done the proper 
environmental impact statement.   After a 
couple of years in court, we got a consent 
decree. 

LEVY:
The consent decree said you can’t build 
those ramps into the neighborhood, you 
have to go riverside.

WEILER:
The consent decree [also] promised noise 
barriers.

The Sound Barriers
CONWAY: 
After we got the highway and the ramps 
where we wanted them, well, what do we do 
now? What about the noise situation? We 
said we need sound barriers and they were 
unheard of at that time.

SCHERNECKE:
Sound barriers had never been done before 
by PennDOT anywhere in the state. They 
thought it was crazy. We had to literally drag 

[PennDOT] kicking and screaming to the 
table to even start discussing them. 

LEVY:
We took two big poles and we stapled 
sheets to them [behind the houses on Front 
Street to determine the height of the] sound 
barriers. Kathy would get the neighbors out 
there and we’d hold up the poles—this is six 
feet, this is eight feet, this is ten feet, and 
they’d say, “I don’t want that wall behind my 
house!” 

WEILER:
Near the end, one neighborhood decided 
they didn’t want to fight for noise barriers, 
so we had a major problem in the northern 
part of our coalition. We had already been 
promised the noise barriers, but we had 
not been given the money. Fortunately, 
Mayor Rizzo was very sympathetic to this 
neighborhood. 

Greening Front Street
WEILER:
[PennDOT’s] idea was to put a 30-foot wall 
on the east side of Front Street [which would] 
slope down to the highway.

WEILER:
[A few neighbors suggested that we] move 
the noise barrier down to the edge of the 
highway and fill in [Front Street] and make a 
park.

LEVY:
We went through this incredible allocation 
because there were some people who 
wanted parking, other people wanted 
parks. What [you see on Front Street today 
is a] block-by-block compromise [between] 
green [spaces and] parking [lots]. 

Special thanks to Al Dorof for transcribing the entire panel discussion.

RECLAIMING THE EAST SIDE OF Front Street
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BY LAUREN LEONARD
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The lives of many Queen Villagers are touched by ILMC every day, but most don’t 
know a thing about the low-profile, non-profit organization. 

Established in 1990, the Interstate Land Management Corporation (ILMC) is tasked 
with caring for the parcels of land along Interstate 95 (I-95) and the Central Delaware 
River. Information about the organization is notoriously hard to find. Known is that ILMC 
is one of the few federal organizations with oversight along the Delaware River. It is 
managed by a board—chaired by newly appointed Zoning Board chair and president 
of the Pennsport Civic Association, Jim Moylan—and has one full-time employee. 

In Queen Village, ILMC’s role is to care for the landscaped areas along Front Street 
between Washington Avenue and Lombard Street. The landscaping of the QV parcels, 
previously overseen by the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, are managed by Moon 
Landscaping Inc. Moon also tends to the trash cans* along the parcel.

ILMC also leases the parking lots under I-95 at Front & Washington and Front & 
Christian to QVNA for renting to neighbors. In addition to providing in-demand off-
street parking, revenue from the lot provides QVNA a dedicated funding stream to 
reinvest in the neighborhood. (QVNA is one of 13 civic associations who benefit from 
parking lot rentals.)

The Friends of the Front Street Gateway are currently seeking permission from ILMC 
to implement a three-phase landscaping project between Washington and Christian 
that will serve as a buffer between the parking lot and homes across the street and be a 
public amenity that welcomes neighbors and guests into the southeastern part of the 
neighborhood (a “gateway”). The plan includes landscaping elements, a pedestrian 
path and storm-water management to capture runoff from I-95. Because of the various 
layers of ownership and management, the project stands to be an example of how 
(quasi)government and civic cooperation can improve the lives of residents.  

*Cans are for public use. Dumping of  bulk items and household trash is prohibited and contributes to quality of  
life issues for near neighbors and those who enjoy the space.

THE INTERSTATE 
LAND MANAGEMENT 

CORPORATION
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For almost three hundred years, the eastern edge of "Queen Village" was a 
nexus of commerce and domesticity.  Direct access to the river offered trades 
such as merchants, ship captains, joiners, and sailmakers ample employment 
opportunities.  Other residents supported the economy by working in myriad 
occupations such as tailors, tavern keepers, blacksmiths, and coopers.  

Only a few remnants remain from this bustling time in our neighborhood's 
history.  In the 1960s, preparation for the construction of I-95 began with the 
demolition of hundreds of buildings along the eastern edge of Queen Village.  
Gloria Dei (Old Swedes') Church, founded by some of our earliest settlers, 
was fortunately spared the wrecking ball.  Other significant structures such as 
Stephen Decatur's residence and the Mason-Dixon survey site are acknowledged 
today by historical markers.  

While the following buildings are no longer standing, the stories behind the 
structures offer insight into this lost history.

JOHN HART'S AUCTION HOUSE
Built in 1768, the brick house on the southeast corner of 
Front and South was a popular destination for new and 
second-hand merchandise.  John Hart and his son Seamus 
operated a weekly vendue on the premises where furniture, 
spirits, linens, household items, and other dry goods were 
auctioned off to the highest bidders.  In 1779, Hart relocated 
his storefront to Pine and Penn Streets where he sold similar 
wares on a commission basis.  Nine years later, he rebranded 
as Hart and Co. adding real estate to his portfolio.

RESIDENCE OF CAPTAIN JOHN KITTS
John Kitts, a sailing master for the Willing, Morris and 
Stanwick Company, was one of many professional seamen 
who resided on Front Street.  The death of a passenger on 
his brig Eagle made local news in 1785 as the crew reported 
ghostly sightings of the deceased uttering accusations of 
murder.  Kitts' subsequent journeys on the Brigantine, the 
Mercury, and the Molly appear to have been free of spirits.  
Later in life, Kitts became a sailing master for the United 
States Navy and served in the War of 1812. 

THE FRANKLIN SUGAR REFINERY
Built in 1866 by Harrison, Havemeyer and Company, the 
Franklin Sugar Refinery was one of the largest in the world, 
controlling 90 percent of America’s sugar.  Located on Front 
Street between Bainbridge and Kenilworth, this facility 
was actually one of fifteen sugar refineries operating in 
Philadelphia during the 1870s.  Sugar production continued 
at this location until 1925 when the property was purchased 
by the Merchants Warehouse Company.

STORIES BEHIND OUR
"VILLAGE GREENS"

BY AMY GRANT
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Wildlife
IN QUEEN VILLAGE

Maybe you’ve seen them - shadows at 
night, odd movements in your garden, 
apparitions in the park. They’re all around 
us - wild animals. Our community is a close-
knit neighborhood. We know who lives next 
door and down the block. But how 
well do you know your furry, wild 
neighbors? Some you'll want to 
have around, others may be less 
likeable.

There is  a diverse group of 
animals living in and sharing our 
neighborhood with us. Let’s start 
with ubiquitous grey squirrels. Did 
you know Philadelphia was the 
squirrel pioneer? Squirrels were 
introduced to northeastern cities in the mid-
19th century. And Philly was likely the first 
to bring the critters to town. In 1847 three 
squirrels were released in Philadelphia’s 
Franklin Square with more added in the 
following years. By 1853 gray squirrels 

were reported in 
many areas and the 
city supplied them 
with nest boxes 
and food. In 1857 
a visitor noted that 

the city’s squirrels were “so tame that they 
will come and take nuts out of one’s hand” 
and added so much to the liveliness of the 
parks that “it was a wonder that they are 
not in the public parks of all great cities.”  

Another Philly First! Hmmm, if the city were 
to feed them again perhaps they wouldn’t 
eat all of my tulips!

Also common in Queen Village is the 
Virginia Possum. These mammals (the 
only marsupials in the North America) are 
basically benign. They don’t carry rabies, 
they're shy, they feed on anything, helping 
to keep things clean. They're cute in a funny 
way and the babies are adorable. When 
threatened they either play dead, or hiss. 

They don’t hang from trees by their tails! 
If you see something early in the morning, 
or during the night that looks like a giant 
rat, it's most likely a possum. They're a little 
scary at first, but they can grow on you. If 
you want them around, put out some cat 
food and look for them at night - they're 
mostly nocturnal.

Bats - some of us think they’re cute. And they 
eat tons of insects including mosquitoes. 
Their numbers have been down due to a 
fungal disease, but they fly around Shot 
Tower on warm evenings. Unless they get 
in your house, they’re pretty harmless. 
They don’t get caught in your hair; their 
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incredible sonar keeps them from flying 
into things and people. 

Less appealing are raccoons. The masked 
bandits are very cute but can be extremely 
destructive. They'll eat houses, they can 
carry rabies and they have incredibly long 
and nasty claws. They've been known to 
occupy attics and crawl spaces. If one gets 
in your house call animal control. They raid 
trashcans so if you find there are raccoons 
in your neighborhood be sure to put on the 
lid tightly. They're very smart and can figure 
out all kinds of ways to get what they want. 

Less prevalent are foxes and rabbits. 
Rabbits have been spotted on Front Street 
and at Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church, and 
foxes have been photographed roaming 
around Old Swedes. Rumors abound about 
coyotes, but there’s no hard evidence. It 
doesn’t mean they’re not around.

Historically there is a wonderful 
record of the numbers and kinds of 
animals that shared Queen Village, 
and Philadelphia with the early 
colonists.  “A Historical Description 
of The Province and Country of West 
New Jersey in America” by Gabriel 
Thomas originally printed in 1698 
mentions all kinds of domestic and 
wild animals. “Great stocks both 
of hogs and horses...cattle, oxen, 
sheep. ...Bees thrive. Tame fowls 
such as chickens, hens, geese, 
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ducks, turkeys are large very plentiful all 
over this Countrey”.
“As to the Wild Vermin, There are Otters, 
Beavers, Foxes, Mush-Rats Minx’s, Wild-
Cats, Rackoons, Poll-Cats, and also that 
cunning Creature the Possom...This 
Creature is about the bigness of an English 
Cat, being of a light gray colour. Likewise 
there were some Wolves and Bears, but 
now they are very rare to be seen, by 
reason the Indians destroy them. There 
are great numbers of Wild Deer and Red 
Deer also. Also that strange Creature the 

Flying Squirril.”

Things have changed since 1698, 
but many of the “Creatures” 
mentioned are still with us. It’s 
interesting that Gabriel Thomas 
calls the above “Wild Vermin” and 
fails to mention the vermin that 
still plague us.

These are the mice and rats that 
dwell happily in cities. The mice 
tend to come inside when it gets 
cold out. If you think you have 
them - you do. They are tiny and 
cute, but can be very destructive 
and dirty. Outside they're not a 
problem. Rats! No one seems to 
like rats. They are way bigger than 
mice and not cute. Call animal 
control if they take up residence, 
or a good exterminator.

Have you seen any wild animals lately? Send 
your photos to info@qvna.org - we’d love 
to see them!
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The story behind a neighbor's dream to transform a neglected parcel into a stunning 
green space.

Before purchasing her home on south Front Street in Queen 
Village in 2000, Maria Frizelle Roberts noticed the barren strip 
of land running just across the street and wanted to find a way 
to beautify it.  While some might think that nothing much 
could be done to a space so overshadowed by a parking lot 
and a behemoth highway, Maria knew otherwise.  Having 
built her own business advisory and IT consulting firm, MFR 
Consultants, Inc., (www.mfrconsultants.com)  from the ground 
up, Maria is no stranger to challenges and hard work.  

In 2004, the time came for Maria to take action. One morning, 
while planting flowers in front of her home, Maria noticed 
someone mowing the grass at the strip.  She walked over, 
introduced herself and asked a few questions.  The man doing 
the work, she learned, worked for Interstate Land Management  
Corporation (ILMC), the property manager.  He told Maria that 
the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society (PHS) was involved in 
supervising the maintenance of the landscape.  Tucking that 
information away, Maria called Carla Puppin, then Executive 
Director of QVNA.  Carla confirmed the connection to PHS 
and offered to help. She told Maria to look out for the PHS 
Landscape Manager & Designer, Julie Snell.

Maria kept an eye out, and when she saw someone at the site 
supervising, she again stepped out and introduced herself – 
this time to Julie Snell.  She explained that she lived across the 
street and wondered about the possibility to add flowers or 
other plants to the space.  Julie was receptive and told Maria 
that she might be able to provide some trees and flowers if 
ILMC approved.  Maria contacted ILMC, which agreed to the 
additions, and not long after that, trees were added.  Over 
the following seven years, Maria worked with Julie to plant 
rose bushes, flowering shrubs and perennials.  Maria also 
donated a variety of annuals and bulbs to plant in the flower 
beds.  Each spring, they worked together, assuring that the 
soil was cared for, new grass seed was sown and trees were 
pruned.   Over the years, as Maria put it, a “lovely partnership 
supported by ILMC, QVNA, and Pennsylvania Horticultural 
Society” had formed.  

Each year, the area became greener, and the community began 
to take notice.  Maria and her neighbors noticed people sitting 
on blankets reading under the trees or simply meeting with 
friends.  Many just stopped to look at the flowers and roses in 
bloom.  In 2011, Maria began talking with her neighbors about 
the space. They included, Marge Schernecke, Nena & Eduardo 
Robreno, Betty Borodiak, Judi Pestrak and JoAnn Stein. Later, 
Kathleen Marquez, Ellen Wurster, and Amy Shelanski joined 
the group.  Over time, a formal group took shape, and to 
maintain momentum, the group started meeting monthly to 
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discuss ways to improve the green space.  
Maria explains that the “discussions led 
to formalizing a group to manage the 
area and empower neighbors.”  To do 
this, they worked with ILMC and QVNA 
representatives Jeff Hornstein, Lauren 
Leonard, and Carla Puppin.  The group 
ultimately decided that they would form 
a ‘Friends Group’.  Since Washington 
Avenue is the informal “gateway” into 
Queen Village from the south, they 
called the group “Friends of Front 
Street Gateway” (FFSG) or “Gateway 
Friends”.   The vision and mission of the 
Gateway Friends is to create a sustainable 
greenspace that will beautify and unite all 
of the Queen Village Community. 

Looking to grow the project, in 2014 
Maria attended a PHS seminar about 
grant funding for greening spaces and 
found a potential funding source in a 
community greening grant.  After all, 
they could demonstrate that the project 
had neighborhood support - and all of 
Maria’s work with PHS, the “Gateway 
Friends” and ILMC demonstrated the 

power of change, establishing the project 
as “shovel ready.”  Maria worked with 
Carla Puppin, Marge Schernecke, and 
Julie Snell to submit a grant to the 
Commonwealth, and in spring of 2015, 
“Gateway Friends” was awarded a 
grant for $50,000.  The grant funds are 
managed and distributed through  Queen 
Village Neighbors Association.

The “Gateway Friends” needed some 
help with landscape design and, as luck 
would have it, Julie Snell had, in 2013, 
founded TEND landscape, inc., along 
with partners Linda Walczak and Lisa 
McDonald Hanes. Having known the 
property for years, Julie’s company was a 
great fit.  So the first step Gateway Friends 
took to implement the grant was to hire 
TEND as its consulting landscape design 
partner. Now, they are finalizing the 
design for the first phase of construction 
on the park, which is expected to begin 
in late summer of 2016.  

For this phase, the “Gateway Friends” 
wanted the landscape to add more trees 
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and enhance the lawn with a beautiful 
planted border along the South Front 
Street sidewalk. This will include woody 
shrubs, perennials, ornamental grasses, 
and flowers billowing over the edge of 
the curb.   TEND has been particularly 
mindful in preparing the proposed 
design wishes of the Gateway Friends 
by taking into account the environmental 
needs, including soil conditioning to 
improve drainage. Additionally, Nena 
Robreno, Kathleen Marquez and Ellen 
Wurster wanted the landscape to be 
both inviting to pollinators and birds; the 
plants selected will provide a year round 
amazing display of color and textures.  
As for the longer term, TEND will work 
with the group to develop plans for future 
phases. Ideas include a meandering path 
to offer an alternative to the Front Street 
sidewalk, rain gardens and vegetated 
swales to manage storm water, and 
flexible spaces to be used for art exhibits, 
movie nights, and other community 
events.  And Gateway Friends has even 
bigger dreams - a potential expansion 
of the park to include the green spaces 
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along Water Street and Front Street 
northward to South Street. 

Maria hopes that this green space will 
serve as one of the “village” greens along 
the South Front Street Corridor in Queen 
Village.   She notes that Gateway Friends 
welcomes new ideas and invites more 
neighbors to join and attend monthly 
meetings. The group is planning for 
arts and culture events, and other social 
activities in the green space, and is 
holding a contest to design a logo for 
the project.  Of course, funding is always 
needed, so crowd-funding, financial, 
sponsorship, and many other initiatives 
are in the works to raise up to $150,000 
to lay the groundwork for a sustainable 
initiative.  “It’s amazing how much a 
little beautification changes peoples’ 
behavior,” Maria notes, adding that the 
idea “started out as a way to clean up 
trash but once the trees were planted 
things began to change.” 
 
As we continue to chat, the discussion 
shifts to Maria’s background and what 

drives her to effect change in the 
neighborhood. She explains that as a 
child she had the benefit of having several 
strong influences in her life, including a 
father who served in the air force and 
a mother who attended college while 
her children were school-aged.  She 
recalls spending much of her childhood 
attending school in England, having her 
grandmother as an important figure in her 
household and having family dinner every 
night that was peppered with “honest 
conversation” about politics and social 
justice.  Most of all, she remembers that 
her mother always told her that “you 
can be anything you want to be so let 
no one define you.“   Maria hung on to 
that advice and, later, rather than try and 
break into a firm in the male-dominated 
consulting industry, she built a company 
of her own.  It is that grit, determination 
and courage that lie at Maria’s core – and 
so her actions in the community seem to 
come as second nature.

When I ask Maria about her feelings 
toward Queen Village, she talks about 

how exciting it is not only to get to know 
and work with her neighbors but to have 
a chance to have a lasting impact.  She 
notes that lots of families with children 
are on her list of loves about the positive 
changes she has seen since moving 
into Queen Village.  An active board 
member of Queen Village Neighbors 
Association, she explains “I love the 
neighborhood charm, the Fourth Street 
shops, the restaurants, diversity, culture 
and character of the neighborhood.  
When I walk thru the neighborhood it 
reminds me of a chic, yet quaint urban 
‘Village’ - not New York mind you, but 
truly Philly Style!”

When I ask what she might change 
about the neighborhood, Maria pauses, 
then says that she would love to see a 
flowerbox in every window and a plant 
on every stoop and a great organic 
grocery store.”  But, she adds, “I don’t 
know anyone who would move to Queen 
Village and not just fall in love with it.  It 
is truly a great place to live”.  I could not 
agree more.
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There is only so much Play-Doh, coloring, and Caillou that a parent and child can take 
before needing to get out of  the house. Unfortunately, inclement weather can limit outdoor 
play possibilities, making it harder to help kids get the physical activity that they need. 
This series explores some of  the best indoor play places in Philadelphia for you and your 
children to enjoy throughout the year. 

PLEASE TOUCH MUSEUM
4231 Avenue of  the Republic
www.pleasetouchmuseum.org
As the name suggests, this museum is very hands-on!  There 
are plenty of opportunities for your little ones to climb, throw, 
and run and unlike other museums these behaviors are actually 
encouraged here!  From boarding a Septa bus to jumping on 
piano keys, there are myriad opportunities to explore, create, 
and imagine.  One of our favorites is usually the water exhibit 
and of course, Alice in Wonderland.  The museum has a variety 
of special events, so check out their website for details.  There 
is also a Please Taste cafe with kid-friendly foods.

Ages: all ages, but best for kids who can walk independently to get 
the full experience.

Bonus feature: Take a ride in a refurbished century-old 
carousel!

Cons:  If you are not a member, it is expensive (children > 1 and 
adults are $17 each)

ACADEMY OF NATURAL SCIENCES
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway
www.ansp.org
Bring your budding paleontologist to this natural history 
museum for dinosaurs, butterflies, and dioramas!  My little 
ones love running around and looking at all of the animals, 

living and otherwise.  Kids can get their hands dirty digging for 
dinosaur bones or touching animals in the “Outside In” exhibit, 
including lizards, tortoise, and cockroaches!  Special features 
include birthday parties, overnight sleepovers, and summer camps. 

Ages:  all ages welcome; most programs are best for Pre-K to 5th grade

Bonus feature:  Sleep next to T-Rex at Safari Overnights for kids 
aged 7-14 years. Also, Drexel DragonCard holders are free!

Cons: Some small children may be scared of the animated dinosaurs, 
insects or large animal dioramas. 

FRANKLIN INSTITUTE
222 North 20th Street
This is an amazing science museum for school-aged children, with 
exhibits including a train factory, giant heart, and sports challenge.  
There is also an IMAX theatre and a Planetarium, where you can view 
the stars of Hollywood and our solar system, respectively.  This museum 
also has options for birthday parties, overnight sleepovers, group rates, 
and field trips.  As a science geek, I think this museum is a must-see.

Ages: all ages, but best for your school-aged child

Bonus feature: Teachers from the tri-state area visit free!
Cons: With the large number of visitors, including school trips, the 

museum can be crowded at times.

There are many other museums in Philadelphia that offer family gallery tours, workshops, story times, 
and art education.  Most of  these museums are less play and more didactic, which is why I did not 
include them in the list above.  However, they are great indoor options for your well-behaved preschooler 
or inquisitive older child/teen.  A partial list of  these museums includes:  The Philadelphia Museum 
of  Art, Barnes Foundation, Mutter Museum, Rodin Museum, National Liberty Museum, National 
Museum of  American Jewish History, Independence Seaport Museum, and Rosenbach Museum and 
Library among others!

PLAYING INDOORS 
in Philadelphia

BY KATIE LOCKWOOD, MD
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This is an excerpt from Michael Schreiber’s new book, 
“Unsinkable Patriot: The Life and Times of Thomas 
Cave in Revolutionary America.” The book has just 
been published and is available in area bookstores.

U.S. Navy Lieutenant Stephen Decatur, 
who grew up in Philadelphia [in a house 
on Front Street in Queen Village], became 
an American hero for having led the 
nighttime raid by sailors who torched the 
frigate Philadelphia in Tripoli harbor. 

The Philadelphia, built five years earlier 
in Joshua Humphreys’ shipyard [near Old 
Swedes’ Church], was the darling of her 
namesake city. But her time at sea soon 
came to an end. In October 1803, while 
commanded by Capt. William Bainbridge, 
the frigate foundered on rocks near Tripoli 
and was boarded by corsairs loyal to the 
Tripolitan Bashar. For months, newspaper 
readers in the U.S. followed the travails 
of the Philadelphia’s officers and crew 
after they had been captured. One of the 
officers wrote in a letter that the corsairs 
“drove us into their boats without any 
clothes but what we had on. I had to fight 
with two of them some time to secure my 
great coat, and by scuffling I saved my 
money and watch. The captain was robbed 
of his watch, money and epaulets …”

Once in the city of Tripoli, however, 
the Bashar gave the officers a personal 
audience, set them down to a full dinner, 
and allowed them quarters in the house 
that had been inhabited by the American 
consul in peacetime. The crew, in contrast, 
was locked in a dungeon and later made 
to labor as slaves. Some of the American 
crewmen were even rowed out to the 
Philadelphia to work in the effort of 
loosening her from the shoals. At the 
beginning of November 1803, high seas 
helped to lift the frigate free. The Bashar’s 
navy claimed the Philadelphia as their 
prize, rearmed her with cannon, and 
positioned her as a fortress to guard the 

harbor of Tripoli.

Stephen Decatur was assigned the 
task of sailing a captured Tripolitan 
ketch—originally called the Mastico 
and renamed the Intrepid—into the 
harbor to destroy the Philadelphia. 
The brig Siren towed the ketch to a 
site just outside the reef that circled 
the harbor. There the crew had to 
endure five days of squall conditions; 
the hold of the Intrepid was infested 
with rats and vermin, and the morale 
of the men quickly began to sink 
into despair. But after the storm had 
cleared, Decatur was able to rally the 
crew for their brave attempt.

In the late afternoon of Feb. 16, 1804, 
the Intrepid lazily made its way into 
the harbor under a light breeze. She 
was disguised as a merchantman and 
flew English colors. Although some 
seventy men, armed with knives and 
sabers, were aboard, only a few, 
dressed in Maltese clothing, showed 
themselves on deck. Decatur ordered 
buckets and spars to be towed behind 
the vessel to retard her speed, and thus 
make certain that she would not reach her 
objective until darkness had fallen.

A crescent moon threw only a glimmer 
over the harbor as the Intrepid came 
within hailing distance of the Philadelphia. 
Her Maltese pilot called out to the frigate’s 
guards in Arabic. He told them, as he 
had been instructed, that the ketch had 
suffered in the squall and lost her anchors. 
Would they grant her permission to latch 
onto the frigate for the night? The guards 
assented, threw out a line, and began to 
draw the ketch closer. When the Intrepid 
was directly alongside, the Tripolitan 
sentries seemed to have discovered 
the ruse—but it was too late. Decatur 
shouted, “Board!” and the crew quickly 
scaled the sides of the frigate and leapt 

onto her deck.

The fighting took no more than ten 
minutes; the Americans then divided 
themselves into pre-arranged incendiary 
squads, each equipped with candles and 
combustible material, and each assigned 
to set fire to a different compartment 
of the vessel. As the Intrepid made its 
getaway, the Philadelphia erupted like a 
volcano; the fiery plume lit the entire city 
of Tripoli in an orange glow. Flames raced 
up the rigging until, at 11 p.m., the masts 
and spars, still aflame, toppled into the 
harbor.

News of the stunning success at Tripoli 
came to Philadelphia in May 1804. There 
were rousing celebrations, although 
the event left a bittersweet taste with 
Philadelphians who mourned the loss of 
their city’s frigate.

Stephen Decatur & THE BURNING  
OF THE PHILADELPHIA

BY MICHAEL SCHREIBER
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Your keY To hoMe buYing, selling & renTals

Philadelphians are enjoying a ‘spirited’ 
renaissance.  Our craft distillery scene is on 
the rise.  There are easily over a dozen local 
crafters and distillers who now make and sell 
small batch spirits in and around Philadelphia, 
often using locally sourced grains, herbs and 
other ingredients.

Sustainable distilled whiskeys, bourbons, rum, 
gin and vodka are finding their way into martini 
glasses and copper mules near you. I asked a 
few local barkeeps to share a ‘house’ cocktail 
recipe using a local Pennsylvania spirit. Get out 
your shaker and try making one of these cocktails 
yourself. Or just pull up a bar stool and enjoy.

Our tasting begins at Ela Restaurant, at 3rd 
and Bainbridge.  When Ela’s mixologist Robert 
Chimienti came upon a surplus of dried Hibiscus 
petals in the restaurant’s storeroom, he was 
inspired to create a cocktail with floral overtones 
and a Spring-like feel.

ELA’S SPRING
1.5oz Stateside Urbancraft Vodka*
1.5oz Hibiscus-Rosewater Syrup
.75oz lime juice

Mix, pour and top with ice and club soda 
* StateSide Urbancraft Vodka by federal diStilling, 
kenSington, iS diStilled 7 timeS from gmo-free 
miSSoUri corn.

Ela, 627 S. 3rd Street
___________________________________
Whetstone Tavern’s Michelle Curtis gave us a 
preview of their bar’s spring/summer cocktail 
menu.

DRAGON EYE
1.5oz Rowhouse Spirits Gin* 
1oz Cucumber-Dill Water

.75oz Fresh Lemon Juice

.25oz Dolin Dry Vermouth
2 Dashes of  Orange Bitters

Shaken, served in a collins glass rimmed with 
salt, topped with club soda & a lemon wheel.
*rowhoUSe SpiritS iS a tiny artiSanal diStillery in 
eaSt kenSington

Whetstone Tavern, 700 S. 5th Street.
_____________________________________
Beau Monde’s cocktail offering would be fun to 
serve at home after picking up a pint of organic 
blackberries at the Headhouse Farmers’ Market. 

BERRY BASIL COCKTAIL
Muddle in a highball glass: 
4-6 Blackberries 
4-6 mint leaves add 
one count of  lime juice and 
one count of  simple syrup. 

Fill glass with ice, 
3 counts of rum* and top with club soda. 

Pour drink into shaker and back into a highball 
glass. Garnish with a lime. Delightful and 
refreshing at anytime of the year! 
*try different drUm rUm by la colombe

Creperie Beau Monde, 6th and Bainbridge
________________________________________
ABSINTHE LEMONADE
1oz Simple Syrup
1.5oz fresh lemon juice
1oz Vieux Carrè Absinthe*

In a collins glass combine Simple Syrup,  
Fresh Lemon and Absinthe.  Fill with ice, fill with 
H2O, roll.  Garnish with a Lemon Wheel and 
present with a straw on the side.

A Votre Sante!
RAISE YOUR GLASS TO A  

LOCAL DISTILLING MOVEMENT

* VieUx carrè abSinthe, philadelphia diStilling, 
fiShtown

Bistro La Minette’s Bret Lyons notes that Vieux 
Carrè is a very accessible version of Absinthe.  
“It has a noticeable but not overpowering 
sweetness, a beautiful crushed fennel flavor 
with hints of wood and maybe just the ghost 
of vanilla.  Also the final color of the cocktail is 
spectacular.”

Bistro La Minette, 623 S. 6th Street
________________________________________
Southwark’s new owners Chris D'Ambro, chef, 
and Marina de Oliveira GM, have re-imagined 
this classic neighborhood restaurant and cocktail 
bar. They are busy creating modern versions 
of classic cocktails such as this drink called the 
'Five Square Fizz,’ named after the original 
five neighborhoods of Philadelphia. D’Ambo 
recommends this drink with the kitchen’s chicken 
liver mousse. “It’s a great palette cleanser as the 
liver is very rich and creamy, the bubbles and 
citrus of the drink are a nice counterpoint to that.”

FIVE SQUARE FIZZ
1.5oz Manatawny* Bourbon
.5oz Manatawny* Barrel Aged Gin
.75oz Chamomile Tea
.5oz Lemon Juice
.25oz honey
2 dashes juniper tincture
1 dash jerry Thomas bitters

Mix. Pour over ice and top with soda 
*manatawny Still workS, pottStown pa.  firSt 
named by the lenape indianS man’en’taU’wata’wik, 
meaning ”the place we meet to drink.”

Southwark Restaurant, 701 S. 4th Street

BY JULIENE FEATHERMAN

may 2016
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Next to a ripe tomato, nothing says summer like 
zucchini. Given the right conditions, nothing grows like 
zucchini either. Good thing there are dozens of delicious 
things to do with them.

GROWING ZUCCHINI
For all the wonderful new vegetables we’ve 
experimented with and old favorites we’ve 
grown in our community garden plot, we’d 
never tried zucchini.  We’d assumed it 
would take up much more room than we 
were willing to spare, and the Headhouse 
Farmers’ Market had an abundant variety 
throughout the growing season.  Then last 
August I had a spare pot to fill and decided 
to try a few seeds I’d picked up.  Confined 
to the pot and elevated off the ground, 
the zucchini plant grew into a manageable 
bush that gave us lots of wonderful flowers 
and several small fruits before the cold set 
in.  This year, we’ve gone one step further 
and ordered a container variety called 
“Astia” - an excellent choice for anyone 
looking to try a plant or two on their patio.  
Seeds germinate beautifully in the ground 
provided the evening temperature is 

above 50 degrees - no need for seedlings 
or indoor starting.  As we learned last year, 
the plants can last and produce well into 
November.

COOKING SUGGESTIONS
I can’t think of a summer vegetable more 
versatile than zucchini.  Much tenderer 
than winter squash or even summer yellow 
squash, it can be grilled, sauteed, stuffed 
or fried.  A zucchini sliced thinly lengthwise 
and breaded and pan fried makes an 
excellent meat substitute in sandwiches or 
as a main course.  Moreover, the flowers 
can be eaten - either julienned and added 
to pasta and salads or fried with or without 
a nice cube of mozzarella inside.  We 
decided to try zucchini carbonara after 
seeing a travel show visit a Roman trattoria 
that uses zucchini flowers in theirs.  Don’t 
be afraid to adapt the carbonara recipe 
with other vegetables - we love it almost 
as much with asparagus.  Try it with local 
pancetta from 1732 Meats and Valley 
Shepherd Creamery’s Hunterdon cheese.

ZUCCHINI CARBONARA
1 lb. spaghetti
8 oz pancetta, cubed 
4 oz. parmesan style cheese, grated
4 eggs, scrambled
1/2 onion, finely chopped
1 cup zucchini, cut into small cubes
1 cup flat-leaf parsley, roughly chopped
Salt and Pepper
Olive Oil

Put a large pot of water on to boil.  Once it 
boils, salt it aggressively and turn it down 
to a simmer. 

Add the pancetta to a cold pan (a wide-
bottomed, shallow pan big enough to hold 
the pasta) with enough olive oil to coat the 
bottom of the pan.  Slowly raise the heat 
on the pancetta to render the fat.  Once 
the pancetta is just a bit crisp, remove it to 
a plate with a slotted spoon.
  
Lower the heat to medium-low and add 
the onions and zucchini to the pan.  Allow 
them to soften - the onions will turn 
golden and the zucchini may even brown a 
bit.  This will take a good ten minutes if not 
more.  Once the vegetables are cooked, 
reduce the heat to low.  

Bring the pasta water back up to a hard 
boil, then add the pasta.  Cook the pasta 
until it is slightly undercooked.  Remove 
the pasta from the water, reserving 
approximately one cup of the pasta water 
and add the pasta to the pan with the 
cooked vegetables and toss to coat.  

Stir together the egg and cheese until 
they are well incorporated.   Add the egg-
and-cheese mixture and parsley to the 
pan, tossing the pasta to coat.  The eggs 
should slowly thicken into a sauce rather 
than scramble.  If you need additional 
liquid, add some of the reserved pasta 
water.  Serve with additional cheese and 
freshly cracked pepper.   

Zucchini: AS VERSATILE  
AS IT IS BOUNTIFUL

BY DONNA PANCARI & KEVIN PARKER

may  2016
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Your Neighbor. Your Realtor.

Philadelphia Magazine 5 Star Award Winner for Customer Satisfaction
Multi-Million Dollar Producer on the Conway Team

Gary Mintz, REALTOR®
Gary@GaryKnowsPhilly.com
215.870.3199 c
215.627.6005 o

From the restaurants to the playgrounds we love,
I know our neighborhood and why it’s great!

Need to Know More? I am in the Neighborhood.

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC












9:30 a.m.  -  4:30 p.m. 
Mass  -  4:30 p.m. 




12:00 noon  -  7:00 p.m.  

Mass  -  11:00 a.m. 
Evening Prayer  -  7:00 p.m. 

 


8:00 a.m.  -  7:00 p.m. 

Mass  -  7:30 a.m. 
Evening Prayer & Procession  -  7:00 p.m. 




synergyhomecare.com
(267) 499-4700

Companionship
Homemaking

Medication Reminders
Meal Preparation

Personal Care
Running Errands

Respite Care
Trained & Insured

Background Checked

N o w  S e r v i n g  Y o u r
Philadelphia Neighborhood

Call for your FREE
C.A.R.E. Assessment.

may 2016
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Statistics show that Queen Village has 
seen a dramatic drop in crime in recent 
years. Longtime residents, having lived 
through the unsavory aftermath of Mardi 
Gras, Greek Picnic, and flash mobs of years 
past, now live in one of the city’s safest 
neighborhoods. This is due in large part to 
initiatives and efforts of the Philadelphia 
Police Department’s (PPD) and the South 
Street Mini Station led by Lieutenant 
Michael Goodson.

At the February General Meeting of QVNA, 
hosted by the Public Safety Committee, Lt. 
Goodson and Sergeant Sprigg discussed 
the nature of crime in Queen Village. Two 
important take-aways*:  
 
1. Since 2012, robberies have decreased 
from 120 per year to just 56. (Commercial 
robberies occur more often than 
residential.)

2. There were just three instances of 
violent crime in the last three years.

Much of the conversation revolved around 
(common-sense) tips for staying safe: 

   • Light continues to be a key tool in crime 
prevention. Park and walk where there is 
ample light. Leave the light at your front 
door/entryway on after dark. 

   • If you own a car, note your surroundings 
when exiting and entering it.  Close 
windows and always lock doors. Store 
personal items out of view. 

  • A crime of opportunity occurs when 
a perpetrator can commit a crime 
without premeditation. To avoid being a 
victim of such a crime be aware of your 

surroundings.  For example, a person 
walking alone earbuds in, head down 
submerged completely in the world of 
their smartphone, makes for an easy target 
of theft (or worse).  

   • If you need police service, call 911. The 
PPD does not dispatch from individual 
stations, but through the central dispatch. 
Issues that pose an immediate threat 
to safety or may escalate should always 
and immediately be reported to 911. 
Follow your 911 call with a call to the Mini 
Station (215-922-6706). As stressed by Lt. 
Goodson and Sgt. Sprigg a call to 911 is 
never a bother; err on the side of caution 
and make the call! Thought it is not always 
a uniformed officer—the PPD works 
undercover and in plainclothes—residents 
may rest assured that every single call 
made to 911 results in a response.

   • Cameras are another proven means 
of deterring and fighting crime. Residents 
and business owners may be eligible for 
rebates on the installation of security 
cameras through the city’s SafeCam 
program (https://business.phila.gov/
business-security-camera-program/).

Critically important to maintaining a safe 
neighborhood is communication between 
police and residents. We encourage you 
to get to know officers who frequent 
Queen Village (start with a hello). You 
may also pose questions and offer 
suggestions through the Public Safety 
Committee by emailing safety@qvna.org. 
The Committee meets regularly with Lt. 
Goodson and other civic associations to 
discuss crime and ways to improve quality 
of life and is eager to share your feedback. 

*Statistics may have changed since February.

Safety Tips
BY JOE FELICETTI

W W W . F I R E B A L L P R I N T I N G . C O M

may  2016



The Friends of Mario Lanza present KID FEST ‘16 on the 200 
Block of Catharine Street every Tuesday in June at 7:00 pm.  
Events include Mummers Night on June 7th, Halloween Night 
on June 14th, Bike Parade on June 21st, and Firetruck Night 
on June 28th.  Visit www.qvna.org for details.

Many thanks to Mike Hauptmann, chair of the Zoning 
Committee, for discussing the city-wide remapping project 
at our March community meeting.

Meredith Elementary would like to thank all the generous 
sponsors and donors of its Annual Auction, which raised 
$120,000 this year!  These funds will go to school improvements 

and coverage of District budget shortfalls.  Special thanks to 
our Event Sponsor, South Street Headhouse District, and our 
Premier Sponsor, Gynecology Specialists of Philadelphia. A 
heartfelt thanks to everyone who helped make it a banner 
fundraiser, we couldn't have done it without you!

Help us welcome Jennifer Cox, the new Director of Shot Tower 
Recreational Center at Front & Carpenter Streets. With Jennifer 
at the helm, Shot Tower will be re-instating an after school 
program (with school pick ups!) and a 6-week summer program 
for $200.  (Space is limited to 25 campers - sign your child up 
with a friend!). Applications are being accepted now! Contact 
jennifer.a.cox@phila.gov for more information.

THE VOICE OF 
the Village

classifieds

DOG TRAINING

PATRICIA BENTZ CDBC, CPDT-KA, CNWI
K-9 Training & Behavioral Therapy 
In-home: puppy & behavior consultations,  
obedience/CGC training. K9 Nose Work group class

Queen Village, Philadelphia;
http://www.k-9training.org

pabentzz@gmail.com 
215.551.5254

GRAPHIC DESIGN

MELISSA STITES
Freelance Graphic Designer 
http://www.cargocollective.
com/melissastites 

thisismelissastites@gmail.com 
856.466.5569
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PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

MARV FACTOR
• Managed Construction since 1983 
• Condo Management since 2006 
• 43 years as trial attorney 
• Expertise w/ Condo Docs, Property 
   Rights & Legal Docs
• Works primarily in Center City 

mfactor@condopropertymanagement.info 
215.370.4231

may 2016
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Knowledge and Experience 
Combined with Your Best 

Interests in Mind	  

Direct:	  267-‐225-‐3678	  
Office:	  215-‐627-‐3500	  

deidre@deidrequinn.com	  
www.deidrequinn.com	  

	  

Five	  year	  Five	  Star	  Award	  Winner	  
Philadelphia	  Magazine	  

	   Each	  Office	  Independently	  Owned	  and	  Operated	  

AN ENDLESS
WORLD

OF “WOW”

AN ENDLESS
WORLD

OF “WOW”

For Students Who Always Ask “Why?”—

friends-select.org

A welcoming & diverse  
Jewish community. 

A Reconstructionist Rabbi. 
A Conservative liturgy. 

 
SHS embraces a   

unique approach to  
worship & spirituality  

through  
prayer, music & song. 

 
 
 
 

 
Society Hill Synagogue  

418 Spruce Street  
 

(215) 922-6590    

bettyv@societyhillsynagogue.org    

Unusual
Unassuming
Unforgettable  

Come and see what the  
excitement is about. 

A welcoming & diverse  
Jewish community. 

A Reconstructionist Rabbi. 
A Conservative liturgy. 

 
SHS embraces a   

unique approach to  
worship & spirituality  

through  
prayer, music & song. 

 
 
 
 

 
Society Hill Synagogue  

418 Spruce Street  
 

(215) 922-6590    

bettyv@societyhillsynagogue.org    

Unusual
Unassuming
Unforgettable  

Come and see what the  
excitement is about. 
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We can thank William Penn for the many 
parks and green spaces in Philadelphia. 
His tree plantings were legendary, and 
parks figured prominently in his urban 
design for his Greene Country Towne. 
But exactly how long have trees 
thrived in Pennsylvania? The answer 
may surprise you…it’s been over 400 
million years!  

The first true plants evolved during 
the Silurian period, about 440 million 
years ago. Their earliest forebears 
were the plant-like green algae. These 
early plants produced spores for 
reproduction and could only live in 
wet environments where their spores 
could be transported, fertilized and 
germinate. Most early plants were 
found along the margins of rivers and 
streams where they had plenty of 
water and could be assured of their 
ability to propagate.

By the Devonian period, about 420 
million years ago, true trees had finally 
arrived. Archeopteris, an ancient 
relative of evergreens, stood about 
60 feet high and had large, fernlike 
branches. Its specialized tissues 
allowed it to conduct water up the 
length of its trunk and transport 
nutrients from its leaves. These trees 
made up the first forests in the world, 
but still colonized wetland areas. They 
provided shade, a novelty on planet 

Earth, which protected other organisms 
from strong sunlight and allowed for 
greater biodiversity. Archeopteris 
had deep roots. As important as soil 
is to trees, trees themselves helped 
to create the soils that exist on Earth. 
Root activity broke down rock and 
secreted acids into the sediment. As 
their branches fell, the organic matter 
resulting from decomposition further 
enriched the young soils. 

Archeopteris was joined by enormous 
tree-like Lycopods which continued to 
thrive even as Archeopteris became 
extinct. There are small living Lycopods 
today, but in the Carboniferous period 
they were towering trees that formed 
enormous forests and are preserved 
in the fossil record in Pennsylvania 
coal deposits. Eventually conifers 
emerged as the dominant trees in 
North America as the global climate 
changed. The continent itself had 
changed and was drifting northward 
to its current position. North America 
was now cooler and dryer. By the 
Carboniferous period plants had 
developed true seeds with a protective 
coat, allowing trees to greatly expand 
their range and create new habitats in 
dryer locations.

Broad leafed trees, conifers and palms 
are now representative of the diversity 
of trees that currently exists in North 

America. They are still doing important 
work – anchoring soils, keeping us cool 
and gobbling up excess CO2. 

Although Queen Village feels very 
green, with lovely tree lined streets, 
its urban tree canopy is actually below 
the national average. Organizations 
like Treevitalize, Plant One Million, 
and TreePhilly are making efforts 
to substantially increase tree cover 
in Philadelphia.  We all know that 
trees are beautiful and good for the 
earth’s environment. But they are an 
especially precious resource in the 
city: creating shade, cooling urban 
spaces in the hottest times of the year, 
and mitigating the greenhouse effect. 
And yes, they even produce oxygen. 
They simply improve the quality of our 
urban existence.

Trees have been on the planet a lot 
longer than we have, so for that reason 
alone they deserve our respect. If you 
have a tree near your property give 
it a hug. Better yet, or if that sounds 
too political or just plain weird, give it 
a nice drink of water on a hot day. Or 
loosen the soil around its roots. Trees 
have been making the world better 
for us for a long time. Let’s insure that 
their little piece of the world is doing 
right by them.

A SHORT HISTORY  
OF TREES  

IN North America
BY ANNE HARVEY
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“massage therapy for the real world”

401 South 2nd Street, 402
(Above Society Hill Dance Academy @ Headhouse Square)

Online Scheduling
raisedbywolvesbodywork.com

267.973.7476

Raised By Wolves Bodywork

To view all Center City properties  
visit our website: plumerre.com
Residential, Commercial & Investment Real Estate

226 South Street, Philadelphia | info@plumerre.com | 215 922 4200

A trusted name in Philadelphia  
Real Estate for over 90 years

Plumer Ad 4.75x4.625.indd   1 8/26/14   8:19 AM

 

 

3rd and Pine St. 
215.925.5968 
stpetersphila.org 

 
9 a.m. Worship service 
9 a.m. Children’s service 
10 a.m. Adult education 
11 a.m. Worship service with 
music 
 

 
  

Join Us on Sundays 

	  

Philadelphia’s 1st & finest 
veterinary facility 

dedicated to: 
 rehab, pain management 

& fitness 

Ø Post	  Op/Injury	  Rehabilitation	  
Ø Pain	  Management	  
Ø Geriatric	  Care	  
Ø Hydrotherapy	  
Ø Acupuncture	  
Ø LASER	  Therapy	  
Ø Weight	  Management/Fitness	  

215-839-9244  
611 S. 2nd Street 
Phila, PA 19147  

wag-philly.com	  

WHOLE ANIMAL GYM	  
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Springtime is perfect for  

www.southstreet.com
Diverse Culture & Eclectic Dining

Independent shops. Vibrant Arts.

 615 E. Passyunk Ave.

COLONIAL 
WALLCOVERING

C NERI ANTIQUES
313 South St.

SOLANOʼS 
Furniture Restoration

731 S. 4th St.

NATUZZI ITALIA
321 South St.

www.cellaluxuria.com

www.natuzzi.us

www.colonialwallcoverings707.com

CELLA SOUTH
331 South St.

www.neriantiquelighting.com

www.solanosfurniture.com

www.cohenandcohardware.com

Decorating & Remodeling

738 S 4th St

JOHNʼS 
CURTAINS & DRAPES

COHEN & CO
 HARDWARE

RareCo
401 Fitzwater

www.rarecovintage.com

215.627.0297

707 E. Passyunk

TIFFANY CITY
LIGHTING

343 South St
www.tiffanycitylighting.com

may 2016

P A G E 6 S O C I E T Y H I L L Reporter

215. 886. 6111 | Oreland, Pa
215. 725. 3637 | Philadelphia, Pa
215. 572. 6937 | Fax
www.libertytreecare.com

Mike Duffy
Certified Arborist
PD-1766A



9 0 %  o f  o u r  b u s i n e s s  c o m e s  f r o m  f r i e n d s  t e l l i n g  f r i e n d s !     

January  2014

 
 

If You Must MOVE   - - -   PLEASE CALL US! 
 

If you Want to BUY a HOUSE in the BEST NEIGHBORHOOD  - - -  
PLEASE CALL US! 

 
By Far The MOST Knowledgeable and Caring Queen Village Agents. 

 
WE LIVE IN  -  -  WORK IN and LOVE QUEEN VILLAGE 

 
                                               CALL US! 

S i n c e  t h e  L a s t  I s s u e  w e  P u t  U n d e r  C o n t r a c t  &  S O L D  o v e r  3 0  H o m e s !  

    700 S 7th St (commercial) - $3000                                    110 Kenilworth St - 4/2 - $2300 
   102 Fitzwater St - 2/1 - $1650                                             1626 S 13th St - 5/1  - $2500 
   705 S 5th St (coming soon) - 1,2 or 3 BR From $1800     301 Race St #310 - Studio/1 - $1350                                           
   2200 Pine St #105 - 1/1 - $1600                                          790 S Front St - 2/1 - $1700 - Rented 
   1517 E Moyamensing Ave - 2/1 - $1475                            212 Brown St - American Lofts - Starting at $1575 

 

             246 Fitzwater St PH 
A real NY Style Loft w/ Parking, 
13’ Ft Ceilings, Exposed Brick, 

Wood Floors, 2600 Sq Ft, 10 Huge 
Windows Surround, Total Flexible 
Space.  Million Dollar Views for  

                  $1,000,000  

  200 Locust St 10F 
Society Hill Towers! North Tower! 

Fabulous Unit, to Die for Kitchen, 
Beautiful Bath, Hardwood Floors,  

Floor to Ceiling Windows Surround 
& Dead on River Views 

RED $318,500 
 

717 Columbus Blvd #712 
DOCKSIDE!  

Wonderful North Facing Studio! 
Pristine! Great River Views, 

Terrace, Hrwd Flrs, Terrific Kit & 
BA, Garage Prkg, Concierge, Gym 

& Swimming Pool.  
$259,000  

700 S 7th St 
Commercial Rent $3000 a Month 

or Build a Terrific 4 Story 
Commercial 1st Floor & 3 Story 
Home atop with a Roof Deck. 
Zoned - Permitted & Ready to 

Build. $385,000 

1101 Washington Ave 
#717 

New York Style Loft! 
Bi Level Condo w/ 2 BR 2 BA, 

18 Ft Ceilings, Hardwood Floors 
& 1 Car Garage Parking. 

$445,000 
 

337 S 12th St #1A 
Franklin Manor Condominiums 
Beautiful Bi Level 1 BR + a 2nd 
BR or Sep In-law/Office/Study 
w/ Full BA, Hrwd Flrs, Private 
Patio Space & Common Rf Dk. 

$324,900 

856 S Front St 
A Beautiful Designers 

Home! 3 BR+ Family Rm, + 
Office, 1.5 Baths, Fp, Patio, 

Balcony, Deck, Meredith 
Catchment + Monthly 

Parking. RED $575,000 

 
826 S Front St 

Queen Village,, Eclectic Gem, Runs Street 
to Street, 100 Ft Deep, 3300 Sq Ft, Garage, 
Fp, Hrwd Flrs, 4+ Bedrooms + Art Studio, 
Great Kitchen + Viking/Bosch, Gorgeous 
Garden + Garage. Meredith Catchment. 

$1,100,000 

305 Gaskill St 
Society Hill! Super Contemporary 

- Stunning - Design - Light & 
Space. 2 Bedrooms + Lg Den, 2 

Fab European Baths, Slate & 
Hardwood Floors + Impressive, 

Peaceful Japanese Garden. 
$564,000 

842 S American St A 
QV! 3 Story Condo 

2 Bedrooms + Den, 1.5 Baths, 
Hardwood Floors, Exposed Brick, 
Wood Burning Fireplace, Lovely 

Garden, Deck, Parking & Meredith 
Catchment. $369,900 

771-75 S 2nd St #D 
Historic Neziner Court! 

2 BR, 2.5 BA, Hrwd Flrs, 
Dream Kitchen, Arched 

Windows, 1 Car Parking & 
Meredith Catchment. $469,900 

219 Montrose St 
A Lovely Traditional Home. 

Beautiful Floors, Large Rooms, 
High Ceilings, 3 BR, 2 BA, 

Pretty Garden & in the Sought 
after Nebinger School.  

$369,000 

428 Catharine St 
A 2.5 Story Lovely Colonial Home! 
2 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, Hardwood 

Floors, Kitchen w/ Granite Counter-
tops & SS, Garden, Deck & 

Meredith Catchment. Great Block! 
$444,900 

745 S Randolph St 
Aka 746-48 E Passyunk Ave 

WHY RENT!  
Own Private Entrance. 2 BR, 

Hrwd Flrs, Fireplace, Gorgeous 
Kitchen & Community Roof deck. 

$229,900 

4515 Sansom St 
University City! 

Porch Front Home features 3 
Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths,  

Hardwood Floors, Fireplace, 
Garden & Parking. $399,900 

SOLD! 

210 Spruce St 
A True Jewel! Circa 1830.  

A Large Corner Property w/ Attached 
parking & a Lovely Large English Garden w/ 
Fountain. 77 Ft Deep, 3 BR & Huge Family 
Room, 2.5 Beautiful Baths, 5 Fireplace’s & 

Restored Wood Floors. A True Period 
Perfect Restored Property, Pristine 

Condition.  $1,199,000 

PENDING SOLD! SOLD! 

1422 S Front St 
Terrific Development Opportunity in the 

Hot Pennsport Area! 
Land Sq Ft is 14,100 - Lot Size is 143 
Wide x 100 Deep - Street to Street -  

2 Street Frontages - Fabulous Opportunity 
for Residential Development. $2,000,000 

702 S 2nd St 
Extra Wide 26 Ft, 2012 Sq Ft, 
Beautiful Upscale Total Rehab 
w/ Prkg, 3 BR, 2.5 BA, Hrwd 
Flrs, Fp, Grt Kitchen, Garden, 

Fab Deck & Meredith. $829,900 

SOLD! 

113 Kenilworth St 
Extra Wide! 3600 Sq Ft, 4 BR 
+ Den/Media Rm, 3.5 BA, Fp, 
Hrwd Flrs, , Exposed Brick, 
Decks & Meredith Catch-

ment.  $1,100,000 

Independently owned and operated member of the Prudential real Estate Affiliates Inc. 

709 Pemberton St “Rear” 
Carriage Mews! 

A Gated, Peaceful Courtyard w/ Private 
Entrance and a Garage, 2 BR + Den, 2.5 

BA, Hardwood Floors,  Fp, Beautiful 
Custom Woodworking Details T/O, Deck & 

Meredith Catchment.  $579,000 

REDUCED 

SOLD! 

SALE OR RENT 

811 Addison St “B” 
Washington Square 

A Lovely Upper Unit w/ Park-
ing. Drama & Light, 2 Bed-

rooms, 2 Baths & Hrwd Flrs.  
$499,900 

755 S 3rd St 
A Terrific Tri Level Condo 
1344 Sq Ft, 3 Bedrooms,  

2.5 Baths, Fireplace & Meredith 
Catchment. 
$399,000 

717 S Columbus Blvd #507 
Dockside! 

Lovely Pristine North Facing Unit. 
1304 Sq Ft, 2 BR, 2 BA, Hardwood Floors 

T/O, Terrace & Garage Parking. 
Incredible Amenities, Concierge, Gym & 

Swimming Pool. $469,000 

R
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WWW.CONWAYTEAM.COM 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION & A LIST OF OUR INVENTORY,  
PROFESSIONAL PHOTOS, OPEN HOUSES & VIRTUAL TOURS 
 

Kathy@conwayteam.com  -  Patrick@conwayteam.com 
Society Hill Office  - 530 Walnut St #260, Philadelphia, PA 19106     
Kathy: 215-850-3842     Patrick 215-266-1537 
Main: 215-627-6005 

306 Queen St 
Drama, Air & Light found in 
this Beautiful 3 BR, 2.5 BA 

Home. Pristine Condition, New 
Hrwd Flrs, Fp, Deck, Garden & 

Meredith Catchment. 

PENDING 

PENDING 

REDUCED 

REDUCED 

PENDING 

922 E. Moyamensing Ave 
Wonderful Large 3 Story Corner 
Home. 3 BR, 1.5 BA, Fireplace,  

Exposed Brick, Wood Flrs & 
Garden. $399,900 

934 S 2nd St 
Charming Home! 

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1116 Sq 
Ft, High Ceilings,  Living Room, 
Dining Room, Eat in Kitchen & 

Yard.  $299,900 

848 S. Swanson St 
Independence Court! 

2873 Sq Ft, 3 BR + Finished 
Basement, 3.5 BA, Hrwd Flrs, 
Fp, Balcony, Garage Parking + 
Meredith Catchment. $649,000 

SOLD IN 1 DAY 

512 Catharine St 
Foster Wilson Design! 

Elegantly Restored Traditional Home. 
Pristine Condition. Attention to 

Details, 2 BR + Den (could be 3rd 
BR), 2 BA, Fp, Beau Hrwd Flrs, & 

Lovely Garden. $679,900 

 KATHY, PATRICK AND THE               May 2016                                                   

           CONWAY TEAM               www.conwayteam.com                                                 
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