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Tales From an Old Tavern
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RHYTHM N’ BREWS

www.smsmusic.org/rnb

Adults Only 
NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY

Community Drum Circle  
and Social Hour 
Bring your friends, or come alone and 
meet new friends while making music  
in a fun, low-key environment.

4th Fridays, ALL YEAR LONG 
Just $10/person!

Participate in Drop In classes and Program Sessions 
Meet Teachers and Explore Musical Instruments

Watch Student and Faculty Performances 
Learn about Music and Dance Programs

Activities and Programs for ALL AGES 
www.smsmusic.org/openhouse

OPEN HOUSE
SATURDAY, JUNE 6th • 10 AM to 1 PM

at the Mary Louise Curtis Branch
located in the heart of Queen Village

Spend your summer with  
Settlement Music School

SUMMER SESSION BEGINS JUNE 29
CAMPS. CLASSES. ENSEMBLES. LESSONS.CAMPS. CLASSES. ENSEMBLES. LESSONS.

FINANCIAL AID AVAILABLE

MLC Branch • 215-320-2601 • smsmusic.org • 
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410 Monroe Street

Philadelphia, PA 19147
215-800-1993 • www.digyoga.com

 Daily Classes
beginners • therapeutics   

basics • gentle • mixed level  
dig hour • restoratives 

 and more

New Student Special:
5 Classes in Two Weeks 

$30

All Levels Welcome 

New Student Special
$39 One Month Unlimited Yoga

basics   beginners   dig hours  
intermediate/advanced   gentle 
meditation   mixed level   pilates 

restorative   therapeutics  
yoga nidra  and more

410 Monroe St Phila PA 19147 
215-8001993 | digyoga.com
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Amy 
Shelanski 
locally sourced

Invested in, living in, 
and working for Queen 
Village and Greater 
Philadelphia.

Linking clients to 
their homes, their 
communities and to 
their neighbors.

c.  215.983.1414
o.  215.625.3650
f.  215.625.4721
ashelanski@spaceandcompany.com
www.amy.searchphillylistings.com

spaceandcompany.com    |    2200 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103



A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

FIVE MOVIES I’M NOT DREADING 
THIS SUMMER

RENEWAL & RESTORATION AT  
OLD SWEDES’ HISTORIC CHURCHYARD

here’s what’s inside

06

09

10

HISTORIC HOME ENERGY RENOVATION12

Jeff Hornstein weighs in on the upcoming  
mayor and city council elections and discusses  
new businesses that are coming to Fabric Row.

Lauren Leonard and Edward Bell write about a 
high-performance energy renovation that has 
improved the quality of life in a historic home. 

Queen Village film critic Piers Marchant  
shares his top recommendations for the 
summer in cinema.  

Amy Grant writes about the Churchyard Renewal 
Project at Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church.

// MAY 2015

PLAYING INDOORS IN PHILADELPHIA14 Katie Lockwood explores two local businesses 
that offer indoor play areas for small children.

WELCOME TO THE DISTRICT15 Michael Harris, the Executive Director of  
the South Street Headhouse Business  
District, welcomes two new businesses  
to the district.

THE STORY OF THE TWISTED TAIL16 Queen Village historian Michael Schreiber 
explores the history behind the Twisted Tail, 
including tales about the tavern’s first owners 
and operators. 

YOUR GREEN GUIDE TO BEAUTY & WELLNESS13 Juliene Featherman shares tips about eco-chic, 
sustainable, all natural and all organic beauty,  
health and wellness.

REMOVING ABANDONED BICYCLES  
IN QUEEN VILLAGE17
Frank Tavani writes about Andrew Levitt’s 
program that aims to identify, tag, remove, 
and recycle abandoned bicycles in our 
neighborhood.

	  

Knowledge and Experience 
Combined with Your Best 

Interests in Mind	  

Direct:	  267-‐225-‐3678	  
Office:	  215-‐627-‐3500	  

deidre@deidrequinn.com	  
www.deidrequinn.com	  
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Metropolitan

Flour

Beiler’s Market Bakery

Flying Monkey

READING TERMINAL MARKET
MON–SAT 8–6 & SUN 9–5 • $4/2HR PARKING • 12TH & ARCH STREETS • 215-922-2317 

www.readingterminalmarket.org

Termini Bros.

Famous 4th Street
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* COVER IMAGE BY AMY GRANT 
All opinions are of individual authors and do not necessarily  
reflect those of Queen Village Neighbors Association.
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Philadelphia’s 1st & finest 
veterinary facility 

dedicated to: 
 rehab, pain management 

& fitness 

Ø Post	  Op/Injury	  Rehabilitation	  
Ø Pain	  Management	  
Ø Geriatric	  Care	  
Ø Hydrotherapy	  
Ø Acupuncture	  
Ø LASER	  Therapy	  
Ø Weight	  Management/Fitness	  

215-839-9244  
611 S. 2nd Street 
Phila, PA 19147  

wag-philly.com	  

WHOLE ANIMAL GYM	  

 

 

3rd and Pine St. 
215.925.5968 
stpetersphila.org 

 
9 a.m. Worship service 
9 a.m. Children’s service 
10 a.m. Adult education 
11 a.m. Worship service with 
music 
 

 
  

Join Us on Sundays 



a letter from  
the president

QVNA recently co-hosted two candidate forums 
with neighboring civics: Society Hill, Bella Vista, 
Wash West, and South Street Headhouse.  
On March 18, we gathered to meet 5 of the 6 
mayoral candidates.  Based on a questionnaire 
compiled by the Philadelphia Crosstown 
Coalition (PCC) each candidate discussed 
school funding, the pension system, and tax 
policy.  Thanks to GOP candidate Melissa Bailey 
and Democrats Lynn Abraham, Jim Kenney, 
Doug Oliver, and Anthony Williams. On April 
16 we gathered at Settlement Music School 
to hear At-Large candidates for City Council.  
Again we based discussion on the excellent 
PCC questionnaire.  Thanks to GOP candidate 
Terry Tracy and Democrats Blondell Reynolds-
Brown, Allan Domb, Derek Green, Paul Steinke, 
Isaiah Thomas, and Tom Wyatt. We encourage 
residents to visit www.philacrosstown.org and 
study the candidates’ responses to the PCC 
questionnaire before casting your ballot on 
May 19.  But in any case don’t forget to vote!

FRIENDS OF NEIGHBORHOOD EDUCATION 
NETWORK LAUNCHED

 

On Saturday March 14, 2015, 
the Philadelphia Crosstown 
Coalition convened a Summit 
for Friends of Neighborhood 
Public Education. Over 100 
people from 45 schools and 
civics participated. For over 
five hours, the participants - 
drawn from most corners of 
the City - engaged in lively 
exercises and workshops 
designed to determine how 
to best utilize this nascent 
network.  

As a result of the Summit, 
three working groups have been formed.  The 
first will focus on helping to form and build 
Friends groups, using the network to enhance 
capacity, share information, and find leaders 
in un-represented schools.  The second will 
engage individuals and groups who want to 
work on advocacy around education at City 
Hall, the SRC, and Harrisburg.  And the third will 
lead a public relations effort, aimed at building a 
new narrative that focuses on the opportunities 
facing neighborhood public education, rather 
than just the challenges.  

As the co-chair of the PCC Education 
Committee, I was thrilled at the enthusiasm 
and momentum generated in its wake.  School 
District leadership took notice of the Summit 
and pledged to work with the Network.  As 
QVNA president, it is a source of pride that we 
have strong community support for our two 
neighborhood schools, Meredith and Nebinger.  
If you are interested in getting involved with 
QVNA’s education work please contact Schools 
and Youth Activities Committee Chair Eleanor 
Ingersoll at schools@qvna.org.  

 

AMAZING THINGS ARE HAPPENING  
ON FABRIC ROW 

At QVNA’s General Meeting on March 19, 
listened to South Street Headhouse District’s 
Mike Harris lay out plans to change the face 
of Fabric Row. Most exciting is a $1 million 
grant to solve the inadequate lighting that 
has long plagued 4th Street.  Beginning this 
fall, the City will install quality street lighting 
from South Street to Christian, transforming 
the nighttime scene on Fabric Row.  Thanks 
to Sara McCorriston of Paradigm Gallery for 
hosting the meeting in her fabulous space.

In other Fabric Row developments, two new 
establishments have won community approval 
and are on their way to opening.  The Hungry 
Pigeon, helmed by South Philly Taproom chef 
Scott Schroeder, will be a European-style café 
serving breakfast, lunch, and dinner 7 days 
a week at 743 South 4th.  And BeerLOVE, a 
craft beer store and tasting room owned by 
Pennsport resident Kristen Cevoli is coming 
soon to 714 South 4th.  Both establishments 
signed Conditional Licensing Agreements and 
Good Neighbor Agreements ensuring that 
hours of operation, trash, recycling, etc. will be 
handled in a way that respects their neighbors. 
We look forward to welcoming both businesses. 

And finally, by the time you read this bike 
sharing will be up and running in Queen Village!  
Our neighborhood is host to 3 stations of Philly’s 
new Indego program – at 4th and Bainbridge, 
4th and Christian, and Front and Carpenter.  A 
great new amenity that I encourage all to use.

As always, if you have suggestions for improving 
our neighborhood or want to get involved, 
please contact me at president@qvna.org.
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BY JEFF HORNSTEIN



To view all Center City properties  
visit our website: plumerre.com
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226 South Street, Philadelphia | info@plumerre.com | 215 922 4200

A trusted name in Philadelphia  
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Discover the Magic of Learning

Now Enrolling
Full day & 
Part- time 

Pre-School Program 
for ages 3-6 years 

215-278-2960

www.beanstalkschool.com

Beanstalk envisions every child happy and healthy as they 
embrace learning, face new challenges, solve problems and 

729 East Passyunk Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19147

Quality Preschool at A�ordable Rates

Moving Full Steam Ahead for Fall Enrollment



•   On Memorial Day (May 25th) and Independence 
Day (July 4th), the Streets Department will be closed, 
and garbage collection will be delayed by one day 
for the rest of the week. During these holiday weeks, 
please do not curb your garbage or recycling in Queen 
Village until Friday evenings for collection on Saturdays. 

•   Are you interested in meeting the staff at the George 
W. Nebinger School?  Are you interested in connecting 
with other current and prospective Nebinger families? If 
so, write to: consideringnebinger@gmail.com to learn 
about upcoming events and meet-ups sponsored by 
the Friends of Nebinger. Be sure to include the ages of 
your children so that you can be matched with other local 
families. To learn more about the school, contact Principal 
Anh Brown at anhbrown@philasd.org or (215) 952-6202. 

•   In the article “Farewell to Carla Puppin” (March 2015), 
we incorrectly identified Don Ackerman as being the 
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SHORT ANNOUNCEMENTS & LITTLE BLURBS ABOUT THINGS GOING ON IN & AROUND QUEEN VILLAGE

GET CREATIVE THIS  
SUMMER AT FLEISHER
From Mini Masterpieces to the Style Lab, Fleisher’s summer 
workshops offer different creative experiences for young artists 
ages 5 to 18. Join us July 6 to 31 in the morning or afternoon or 
bring your lunch and stay all day. 

REGISTER ONLINE AT FLEISHER.ORG AND USE CODE 
“QVKIDS” FOR A NEIGHBORHOOD DISCOUNT

Parents welcome, too! Four-week adult workshops are a great 
place to hone your artistic talents or learn a new medium. See 
fleisher.org for course descriptions and to register.

Fleisher Art Memorial 
719 Catharine Street 

215-922-3456 | fleisher.org

President of QVNA during the start of Puppin’s tenure 
as Executive Director. Ackerman actually served as the 
Treasurer during that time; Colleen Plunkett served as 
Board President.  We also incorrectly identified Puppin 
as a full-time employee during her first five years with 
QVNA when, in fac t, the position was par t-time. 

•   Many thanks to the Quality of Life Committee (QOL) for 
hosting the Queen Village Waste Collection and Donation 
Day on April 11, 2015.  QOL collected 8-10 bags of clothing, 
a 95 gallon toter-worth of shredding, some hazardous 
waste, boxes and boxes of books and enough e-waste 
to fill part of the Weccacoe Playground Building.  This 
service was funded by the QOL committee and offered 
complimentary to neighbors. We do need donations to 
the committee which allows QOL to continue cleaning and 
greening the neighborhood.  You can support these efforts 
by making a tax-deductible donation at www.qvna.org.

THE VOICE  
of  

THE VILLAGE 
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AVENGERS: AGE OF 
ULTRON 
RELEASE DATE: MAY 1
Why Should We Care? 
Well, yeah, I know I 
used this flick as my 
example of summer 
season run amok, 
but  the t ruth is ,  I 
can’t help but want 
to see this one, and 

not just as a call-back to my comic-soaked 
youth, where the vast majority of my time 
and money went to keeping up with the 
spandex-and-outer-underwear set. This is 
Joss Whedon’s second (and last!) Avengers 
film, an experience he has described as 
being almost completely debilitating due 
to the incredibly high standard set by his 
previous film, one of the better (and highest 
grossing) comic flicks of all time. If a dude 
as talented and clever as Whedon says this 
is the absolute best he can make, it’s time 
to start taking it seriously. 
Anticipation Index: 9 Captain America 
shields
 

MAD MAX: FURY 
ROAD
RELEASE DATE: MAY 15
Why Should We Care? 
The first couple of 
Mad Max films were 
pure,  adrenal ine-
soaked o rg ies  o f 
destruction set in the 
Aussie outback in a 

dystopian future where fuel has become 
the only true economy (though re-watching 
them now, of course, you have to contend 
with the icky Mel Gibson factor). I would 

be prepared to completely write-off this 
remake except for two major factors: In 
place of manic Mel we have the estimable 
Tom Hardy as our lead, and George Miller, 
the original series writer/director, is back 
to helm the production. Plus, the trailers 
have looked positively dynamite. Buckle 
up for this one. 
Anticipation Index: 10 flaming dune 
buggies

INSIDE OUT
RELEASE DATE: JUNE 19
W h y  S h o u l d  W e 
Care? Pixar, once the 
absolute pinnacle of 
fine-crafted children’s 
fare, has slipped in 
recent years, which 
could be expected 
given the migration 

of creative talent to other venues. Still, 
they could use another original break-out 
spectacular to get themselves back on 
track and this flick, about the battle of four 
emotions in one adolescent girl’s head, 
seems as if it could be a welcome return to 
form. And we’re psyched for anything with 
Bill Hader, at any time. 
Anticipation Index: 8 Buzz Lightyears

TRAINWRECK
RELEASE DATE: JULY 17
Why Should We Care? 
It’s been four long 
years since Kristen 
Wiig’s Bridesmaids 
proved the power 
of the ribald female 
comedy, so here’s 
hoping Judd Apatow’s 

single-woman-on-the-party-warpath flick 
will re-ignite the fuse. The best news is 
Apatow -- whose own recent track record 
has been spotty -- is directing star Amy 
Schumer’s screenplay this time around 
instead of his own material. Well, that and 
it co-stars Bill Hader as Schumer’s new 
potential love interest, a thought that has 
her party-girl character terrified. 
Ant ic ipat ion  Index :  7  B i l l  Hader 
bobbleheads

THE LOOK OF SILENCE
RELEASE DATE: JULY 17
Why Should We Care? 
Of course, not every 
summer experience 
should be laughs and 
wanton destruction 
o f  p r o p e r t y  a n d 
infrastructure. Joshua 
O p p e n h e i m e r ’s 

thoroughly devastating follow-up to the 
Oscar-nominated doc The Act of Killing, 
finds the director returned to Indonesia to 
interview more participants from the bloody 
military coup in the ‘60s, only this time, the 
interviews are lead by the younger brother 
of one of the victims of the massacre. The 
result is a profound and thought-provoking 
film that absolutely should be required 
viewing for anyone entering the human 
race. 
Anticipation Index: 10 Oscar Statuettes, 
of which this film is sorely deserving 

Piers Marchant is a film critic and writer based in 
Philly. Find more confounding amusements and 
diversions at his blog, Sweet Smell of Success 
(http://sweetsmellosuccess.tumblr.com), or 
read his further 142-character rants and ravings at  
@kafkaesque83. 

BY PIERS MARCHANT

5 MOVIES I’M NOT DREADING

may 2015

It might seem ridiculous to be talking about summer blockbusters so close to Tax Day, but as of this writing, we are a 
scant two weeks away from the dropping of Avengers: Age of Ultron like an anvil (or a mystical uru hammer, I suppose) 
onto the delicate filaments of spring, and setting this whole bloody thing off. It’s not much of an insider tip to suggest 
summer isn’t the best time for film critics -- after a couple of weeks of wooden acting, trite exposition, massive flaming 
explosions, and general CGI bombast, I think most of us are ready for the fall -- but tucked away amidst all the capes, 

creatures, and caricatures, there are a few summer flicks that remain intriguing, some of which are even big ticket items. 

This Summer
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After over three hundred years of continuous 
use, the churchyard at Gloria Dei (Old 
Swedes’) Church was in desperate need 
of repair and restoration.  Trees and shrubs 
had overrun the burial ground and needed 
pruning and thinning. Gravestones were 
badly broken, headpieces were missing or 
had sunken into the ground. Family tombs 
had been sealed for decades and were in 
danger of collapsing.

When The Rev. Joy Segal became the rector 
at Gloria Dei in 2006, she encouraged 
regular clean up events to help beautify 
and restore the churchyard. Parishioners 
worked many hours trimming healthy plants, 
removing tree stumps and overgrown 
bushes, and planting grass seed. Sadly, 
the beautiful Biddle family commemorative 
boxwoods — which were planted like a 
maze throughout the graveyard — were 
afflicted with root rot and could not be 
salvaged. But, as volunteers removed the 
brush, they made a fantastic discovery; 
several gravestones, long thought to be 
lost or stolen, were found underneath the 
overgrown shrubbery.
 
Surprisingly, the gravestones were in 
excellent condition as the boxwoods had 
provided years of protection against the 
elements.  Unearthing these well-preserved 

stones inspired the parish 
to  s ta r t  a  chu rchya rd 
restoration program in 
2010. An annual fundraiser 
was created and support 
for the project was gained 
through private donations 
and proceeds from church 
events.  Thanks to these 
efforts, over forty severely 
damaged stones have been 
repaired and restored and 
a number of others have 
been raised, leveled, and 
cleaned.

Every summer, master artisans from 
Materials Conservation Co., Inc. work 
with Gloria Dei to identify stones in need 
of repair. The restoration process involves 
assessing the condition of the stones, 
testing and analyzing the materials, and 
performing conservation treatments. 
Repairs are made, such as reattaching 
missing decorative pieces, 
often found buried nearby.  
When  the  p rocess  i s 
complete, the stones are 
restored to their original 
vibrant colors.
  
S e g a l  e n c o u r a g e s 
members of the community 
to visit the churchyard 
during the restoration 
process. Those fortunate 
enough to observe the 
work in 2013 witnessed 
the opening of the Justus 
family tomb, which was 
i n  r e m a r k a b l y  g o o d 
condition despite being 
located adjacent to an 
underground st ream. 
The following year, the 
Stille family tombstone, 
which dates back the early 

1700s, was repaired and restored. Johan 
Stille (1646-1722), the family patriarch, 
had served as one of Gloria Dei’s earliest 
churchwardens.

Although the churchyard restoration project 
has made great strides so far, it will take 
many years to raise the funds needed 
to restore the entire graveyard. Burial 
records indicate that the church has over six 
thousand interments, though the locations 
of many of these graves have been lost over 
time. By locating and restoring gravestones, 
the church can update incomplete burial 
records that will benefit parishioners, 
historians, and genealogists. As the project 
commences work this summer, consider 
lending your support to help revitalize 
and rejuvenate this important historic 
neighborhood treasure.

To support this project, make a tax-
deductible donation at www.old-swedes.
org.  

RENEWAL & RESTORATION 
AT Old Swedes’ 

HISTORIC GRAVEYARD
BY AMY GRANT
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Gloria Dei’s churchyarD is one of the olDest 
burial GrounDs in PhilaDelPhia. its “tenants” 
incluDe sea caPtains, scientists, revolutionary 
anD civil war solDiers, artists, anD ministers.  

JOHN C. HUNTERSON (1841-1927)
Civil War Congressional Medal of Honor Recipient, 
issued on August 2, 1897. His citation reads 
“While under fire, between the lines of the 2 
armies, voluntarily gave up his own horse to an 
engineer officer whom he was accompanying on a 
reconnaissance and whose horse had been killed, 
thus enabling the officer to escape with valuable 
papers in his possession.”

WILLIAM IRVINE (1741-1804)
Revolutionary War Continental Army Brigadier 
General, US Congressman. He graduated from 
Dublin University, became a physician, and served 
as a surgeon in the British Navy before immigrating 
to Pennsylvania in 1763. He resumed practicing 
medicine and was a Delegate to Pennsylvania’s 
anti-Stamp Act conventions in 1764 and 1766. Irvine 
also took part in Pennsylvania’s conventions held to 
consider independence in 1774 and 1775. 

JAMES PEALE (1749-1834)
Artist. He served as a Captain in the 1st Maryland 
Continental Infantry during the Revolutionary War, 
seeing action at the Battles of Trenton, Princeton, 
Brandywine and Monmouth. He learned painting 
from his brother Charles Wilson Peale while serving 
as his assistant. After he left the Continental Army 
in 1779, Peale gained a reputation as a premier 
painter of miniature portraits and still lifes.

 
GEORGE ORD (1781-1866)
Naturalist, Ornithologist, Writer.  After retiring from 
the rope making business, he pursued his lifelong 
interest in science.  Ord published numerous articles 
in scientific periodicals and eventually served as 
president of the Academy of Natural Sciences. He 
was a friend and supporter of Alexander Wilson, 
whose unfinished work American Ornithology was 
completed by Ord after Wilson’s death.  He also 
assisted in the enlargement of Samuel Johnson’s 
dictionary. 

ALEXANDER WILSON (1766-1813)
Poet, Ornithologist, Naturalist, Il lustrator. 
Identified by George Ord as the “Father of 
American Ornithology,” Wilson is now regarded 
as the greatest American ornithologist before 
Audubon. Several species of bird are named after 
him, including the Wilson’s storm-petrel, Wilson’s 
plover, Wilson’s phalarope, Wilson’s snipe, and 
Wilson’s warbler. He is buried next to George Ord, 
Wilson’s friend, patron, and continuator of his work.

FAMOUS INTERMENTS AT OLD SWEDES’

STILLE FAMILY TOMBSTONE, RESTORED 2014

SONS OF ANDREAS SANDEL, CHURCH MINISTER 
FROM 1702–1719
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modular materials were incorporated into 
the process. Homes became tighter and 
more efficient and sometimes unhealthier 
because pollutants that used to escape were 
now contained.

After the initial design had been worked 
out, the architect, Edward Bell of Lawson 
Bell Architects, asked Kenny Grono of 
Buckminster Green to help with the details 
of how to upgrade a certified historic building 
to a modern, energy efficient one. Working 
together, they decided that the unique 
conditions of each area of the home would 
require unique solutions. However, the major 
issue would be air control or ‘sealing the 
envelope’.

The biggest contributor to energy inefficiency 
in a home is air leakage. An initial blower 
test revealed that air infiltration, a measure 
of draftiness, was four times greater than 
average. Forty percent of the conditioned 
air was being lost through the windows, 
basement, attic, up the chimneys and out 
the roof cornice.

To seal the envelope, Buckminster Green 
started at the bottom and, worked up, sealing 
as many holes as possible. They insulated 
and plugged holes in the windows and living 
spaces of the home as well as in areas like 
the cornice, attic and basement crawl space. 

To better control water infiltration in the 
basement, Buckminster Green lined the 
foundation walls with a membrane that guides 
incoming water to a concrete and gravel curb, 
and ultimately, into a perforated French drain 
pipe. No water, no mold.  

When the project was nearly complete a 
final blower test was conducted to identify 
overlooked leaks and it revealed that the air 
infiltration rate had been cut by over 50%. It 
also revealed that the side walkway above the 
basement was a major air leak. The walkway 
was rebuilt and sealed. On the second floor, 
the architect had proposed a master bedroom 
suite above the rear 1970’s addition. Here, 
walls and roof were framed, sealed, and 
heavily insulated using current technology. 
A second high performance HVAC (heating 
and cooling) system was installed. Low energy 
LED recessed lights were used. The LED 
lamps in these fixtures are just 13W but light 
as effectively as a 65-70W incandescent bulb, 
and should last up to 30 years.

Beyond ‘Green’ considerations, this home 
sends an important message about a new 
standard for building and renovations. It is an 
example of how historical housing stock and 
modern, sustainable technologies can be used 
to create healthy, energy saving homes that 
are comfortable and cost about the same as 
good conventional construction. It’s as simple 
as more for less.

A colonial Queen Village home built in 
1745 has recently completed a high-
performance renovation. Not familiar with 
high-performance – think reduced energy 
bills, reduced draftiness, higher comfort and 
healthier spaces. 

The home is typical of the row houses built in 
Philadelphia in the 1700’s. Heat was provided 
with fireplaces in each room, five total. Walls 
were built with flat planks that were covered 
with lathe and hand-plastered. Insulation 
was not used. Because materials were not 
standardized, there are inconsistencies in the 
fit and finish that resulted in a porous structure.

This porousness was actually beneficial 
as gaps, cracks and voids let household 
pollutants like radon, smoke and water, out 
of the home. In fact, it is this looseness that 
helped the house survive. Water is probably 
the most destructive pollutant, but if allowed 
to dry out, natural building materials are 
remarkably durable.

Following World War II, home building 
methods and technology evolved and 

FROM HISTORIC  
to  

HIGH PERFORMANCE
BY LAUREN LEONARD & EDWARD BELL
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Juliene featherman is the owner anD founDer 
of JuJu salon & orGanics, PhilaDelPhia’s first 
orGanic hair salon locateD in the heart of 
Queen villaGe. reaD more of her tiPs about 
eco-chic, sustainable, all natural anD all 
orGanic beauty, health anD wellness at 
jujusalon.com.

It’s spring, soon to be summer, and that 
means we’re outdoors again with fresh 
air and sunshine! Though we should be 
wearing sunscreen all year long (ahem), 
many of us only think about it when the sun 
is out and the weather is warm.

Before you slather and go, consider this: 
members of the medical community believe 
that ingredients found in conventional 
sunscreens can cause hormonal disruption, 
thyroid alteration, endometriosis in women 
and may in fact contribute to cancerous 
tumor growth.*  There is an active debate 
among researchers as to whether or not 
these ingredients, specifically Oxybenzone 
and Octinoxate, are highly toxic or 
innocuous. Why wait for the results? There 
are plenty of effective sunscreens out there 
that do not contain these ingredients.

And remember, your skin is your largest 
organ and capable of absorbing a 

percentage of what we put on it. Follow 
these tips and you’ll be able to make the 
healthy choice when it comes to skin 
protection:

DO choose a natural, mineral based sun-
screen that contains titanium dioxide 
and/or zinc oxide because they provide 
strong sun protection with few health 
concerns.

DO use a sunscreen that gives both UVB 
and UVA protection. Did you know that 
the term SPF only refers to protection 
from UVB rays, the rays that cause sun-
burns? Make sure your sunscreen also 
protects you from the harmful UVA rays 
that penetrate deep into our skin caus-
ing all sorts of mischief! 

DO apply sunscreen liberally and repeat-
edly during sun exposure to achieve the 
product’s SPF rating.

DO add tinted UV-protective film to your 
car’s side and rear windows since UVA 
penetrates glass.

DON’T buy or use any sunscreen contain-
ing Oxybenzone, Octinoxate or artificial 

fragrances.  Stay clear of retinyl palmi-
tate too, a form of Vitamin A, which may 
speed up the growth of skin tumors and 
lesions, according to FDA studies. 

DON’T rely solely on sunscreen.  DO 
wear a hat, UV blocking sunglasses and 
a ‘Rashguard.’ Sun Protection clothes 
provide greater total UVA/UVB sun pro-
tection than typical summer clothing or 
a typical 30 SPF sunscreen.

DON’T use sunscreen powders or wipes.  
These delivery methods have been 
proven to be ineffective.

DON’T use a sunscreen with an SPF high-
er than 50. High numbered SPFs give 
a false sense of greater sun protection 
and can tempt you to stay in the sun too 
long.

My Picks for Best and Safest Sunscreens: 
All Terrain TerraSport SPF 30, Badger 
Sunscreen SPF 30, Kiss My Face Kids’ 
Natural Mineral Sunscreen SPF 30, Juice 
Beauty SPF 30 and Supergoop Everyday 
SPF 30. 

* See The Environmental Working Group’s  
The Trouble with Sunscreens, 2014, www.ewg.org

Sun Safety 101: 
The Do’s & Don’ts of Sunscreens
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PLAYING Indoors  
IN PHILADELPHIA

BY KATIE LOCKWOOD, MD

there is only so much Play-Doh, colorinG, 
anD caillou that a Parent anD chilD can 
take before neeDinG to Get out of the house. 
unfortunately, inclement weather can limit 
outDoor Play Possibilities, makinG it harDer 
to helP kiDs Get the Physical activity that they 
neeD. this series exPlores some of the best 
inDoor Play Places in PhilaDelPhia for you anD 
your chilDren to enJoy throuGhout the year. 

IKEA
2206 South Columbus Boulevard
http://www.ikea.com/us/en/store/
philadelphia
 
This may not be the first place you think of 
to take your kids, but it is a favorite rainy 
day destination for our family. Ikea makes 
shopping with kids easy because they have 
wide, winding aisles with interspersed play 
stations for kids, a family friendly cafeteria 
(including children’s menu and eating area), 
and a children’s toy section where they can 
play with sample items. If you want to get 
some shopping done without your kids 
too, there is a playspace called “Smaland” 
with a “Swedish forest atmosphere,” where 
children play free for 60 minutes. We have 
not tried Smaland yet, but I do know that 
my son loves driving his truck throughout 
the store and ending with a frozen yogurt 

($1) on the way out.
 
Ages:  4-10 years for Smaland, otherwise 
all ages
 
Bonus feature: Kids eat free on Tuesdays!
 
Cons:  The line to check-out at the 
registers is often long and makes waiting 
with a small child unpleasant.

GROW THRU PLAY
1636 South Street  |  215.545.0320
http://www.growthruplay.com/
services/play-based-programs

This gym is unique in that the play 
classes are run by physical therapists and 
offer more specialized developmental 
expertise in their play-based programs. 
These programs offer benefits to kids 
with sensory processing disorders, but 
are open to all kids.

Ages:  infant/toddler classes and 
children’s classes for ages 3-10
 
Bonus feature:  Weekly support 
groups are offered for parents 
with children of special needs. 
Cons: Although classes are led by 

physical and occupational therapists, 
they do not accept medical insurance at 
this time.

Katie Lockwood is a pediatrician and blogger, 
who resides in Queen Village with her 
husband and two children. All opinions are 
her own and do not necessarily reflect those 
of The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia.

Bill Grubb, Associate Broker
610-220-6203 direct . 610-649-4500 office

Bill.Grubb@foxroach.com
www.grubbadvantage.com

For a Free Market Snapshot of House Values
go to BestPhillyHomeValues.com

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC
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SPARKLE PLENTY 
525 S. 4th Street, Suite 242  |  215.389.1877 

www.sparkle-plenty.com
Sparkle Plenty Designs, Inc., the Philadelphia 
company who has been “blinging” logos 
to life in sparkling rhinestones for over a 
decade, now occupies space in The Foremost 
Building.
 
Sparkle Plenty Designs creates custom 
rhinestone logo-wear apparel like t-shirts, 
hoodies, yoga pants, caps, tote bags, decals 
and more. They can crystallize the look of a 
logo and add it to apparel for branding, staff, 
special promotions, local businesses, special 
events (birthdays/bat mitzvahs), fundraising 
opportunities – any time the situation calls 
for something special and really eye catching 
- Sparkle Plenty is the company to contact. 

The owners, Andrew and Lee Sequeira, a 
husband and wife team, are thrilled to be 

part of the South Street Community. “We’re 
looking forward to being in the heart of the 
district.  It’s a great opportunity to connect 
with more people -- and more businesses”  
says Andrew. 
 
Their client list includes The Dallas Cowboys 
Cheerleaders, NASA, The Ritz Carlton 
and recently, THE TODAY SHOW, with the 
morning anchors sporting a large blinged out 
TODAY logo on their Olympic jackets while 
in Sochi. Sparkle Plenty Designs has been 
featured in Entrepreneur Magazine, among 
other publications.
 
For further information, or a price quote for 
your custom rhinestone logo-wear, please 
contact Sparkle Plenty Designs.

GROUND ZERO SOUTH 
724 SOUTH STREET |  215.925.4222

Follow them on Twitter @GZSouth

Queen Village hair salon Ground Zero South 
has moved to a new location - 4th Street Fabric 
Row! Owner and lead stylist Matt DiGennaro 
and his team have been in the neighborhood 
for 11 years providing a signature experience 
for every customer. The salon offers a wide 
range of services and exclusively uses 
Redken products, one of the most popular 
and effective hair brands. If you are a new 
customer, stop in to receive 20% off!
 
Ground Zero South also serves as a makeshift 
gal lery for  displaying Matt ’s  unique 
photography – including the Ben Franklin 
Bridge shot seen here.
 
The salon is open Tuesday to Saturday.  
Call to make an appointment! 

 

WELCOME TO  
the District

BY MICHAEL HARRIS
The South Street Headhouse District is a renowned commercial corridor that has some of 
the best restaurants, retailers, and services in Philadelphia. This column explores two new 

businesses that have recently opened near the Queen Village section of the District. 

may 2015

MICHELE GOLEMBESKI, REALTOR CNE 
PLUMER & ASSOCIATES, INC. 
Multi Million Dollar Producer

CELL 215.850.9227 
OFFICE 215.922.3600 ext. 325 
mgolembeski@plumerre.com
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The Twis ted  Ta i l 
Bourbon House and 
Juke Joint is a recent 
arrival on Headhouse 
Square. However, the 
building housing the 
Twisted Tail has been 
home to drinking 
establishments, for 
centuries — it is even 
reported to house 

resident ghosts!

Daniel and Susanna McKaraher were the first 
to open a tavern in the building, in about 1799. 
In the 18th century, South Second Street was 
home to a large number of taverns. Some were 
alehouses that drew a rowdy crowd; others 
operated as respectable inns. 

Susanna was born in Fagg’s Manor, Chester 
County, to schoolteacher John Dunwoody and 
his wife. She was then courted by and wed 
William Hammill, a “Scots-Irish” immigrant 
from the northern part of Ireland. Susanna 
was only sixteen years old at the time of their 
wedding.

A number of years after their marriage William 
died in the army shortly after purchasing 
another tavern, the Mermaid. For a decade 
after her husband died, Susanna managed the 
Mermaid, while raising their five daughters. 
Susanna, still a young woman, was said to have 
been uncommonly beautiful and attracted 
many suitors. A local blacksmith and militia 

officer, Daniel McKaraher finally won her heart. 
However, Daniel was already married to a 
woman named Rosanna. Daniel didn’t let 
his marriage to Rosanna interfere with his on-
going romance with Susanna. In 1792 Rosanna 
McKaraher sued him for desertion and cruelty, 
seeking a divorce and alimony. The court 
awarded Rosanna a divorce in June 1793. It 
is unsure whether Daniel and Susanna were 
ever officially married as some documents 
indicate that theirs was one of common law, 
and not officially recorded by the state, or 
recognized by the church.

On August 11, 1794, in a sheriff’s sale, 
Daniel McKaraher purchased a vacant lot 
on the opposite side of the street from the 
Mermaid tavern. The property was located on 
the northeast corner of a small street called 
Relief Alley (now Naudain Street), currently 
the site of the Twisted Tail.

But events intervened before Daniel and 
Susanna could take steps to build on the 
property. A month after buying the lot, 
Daniel was called away to command a militia 
company in the so-called Whiskey Rebellion. 
Then on October 11, 1794, Susanna’s 18-year-
old daughter died after a lingering illness, 
leaving Susanna and her children to mourn 
without him.

Almost five years passed until Daniel and 
Susanna McKaraher were able to open their 
tavern at the new site. They sold the Mermaid 
tavern and other assets and relocated their 

THE STORY OF
THE Twisted Tail

living quarters to the new building. It was quite 
spacious and one of the better taverns in the 
district, furnished with looking glasses, framed 
maps and pictures on the walls, and many 
items of mahogany. Sadly the McKarahers’ 
good fortune did not last very long. Susanna 
died of lockjaw at age 49 and was buried in 
the cemetery of the Third Presbyterian Church 
on August 21, 1807. 

After Susanna’s death, Daniel and Rosanna 
seemed to have some sort of reconciliation. 
After Daniel died in 1811, his sons from his 
marriage to Rosanna, Charles and James, 
continued to operate 
the tavern. Susanna’s 
heirs challenged the 
settlement of Daniel’s 
estate, and their suit 
raged in the courts for 
years.

Today, the Twisted 
Tail also occupies 
the two-story building that adjoins the old 
McKaraher tavern to the north. It was built 
about five years earlier than the tavern by 
the joiner and cabinetmaker John Somerville. 

Oh, and the ghosts? People say that they make 
themselves known every once and a while at 
the Twisted Tail. Perhaps the McKarahers’ legal 
battles are still being fought in the restless 
world of the spirits.

BY MICHAEL SCHREIBER

16 may  2015
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It’s the little things that mean so much in life. 
Where quality of life is concerned in particular, 
small differences can have big impacts. The 
Friends of Bainbridge Green can testify to this.  
Removing a small decorative wall – along with 
a few other changes – near 3rd and Bainbridge 
has had a transformative effect on this corner 
of our neighborhood.  Likewise, picking up 
trash, cleaning up graffiti, or even removing 
abandoned bicycles can have similar effect.

Enter Andrew Levitt.

Andrew is a Philadelphia 
(East Oak Lane) native and 
has lived in Queen Village for 
about 5 years. He is involved 
in bicycling and sustainability 
and holds two degrees, one 
of which is a Master of Marine 
Policy from the University 
o f  D e l a w a re  w h e re  h e 
performed research at the 
University’s Center for Carbon 
Free Power Integration. He 
recently started a new job with 
the country’s largest power 
grid operator. It was a trip to 
Amsterdam a few years back, 
however, that serves as the 
starting point for this story.

During that trip a friend of Andrew’s thought 
his bicycle was stolen. He left it for only a 
few hours, but returned to find it gone. 
He later learned that Amsterdam is tough 
on bicycle parking rules. Cycling is so 
popular there that the need to “turn over” 
bicycling parking spaces is very great – and 
his bike was “commandeered” by the local 
government. Upon returning to the US and 
seeing how many orphaned bicycles were in 
Queen Village, Andrew approached QVNA 
about finding a solution. He checked with 

the PPD and local bike education nonprofit 
Neighborhood Bike Works and – after finding 
a few volunteers to help – Andrew started 
what is now an ongoing program to identify, 
tag, and remove (if appropriate) abandoned 
bicycles. Some are in such disrepair that they 
are just scrapped. Others serve as a source of 
donor parts. Bicycles that are still functional/
repairable may find a new home with a needy 
family thanks to Neighborhood Bike Works.

Andrew is always on the lookout for 
abandoned bikes and plans “cutting events” 

when and as needed. If you’d like to get a 
little exercise and aren’t afraid to operate 
a die-grinder, check QVNA’s website for 
information about the next planned event, 
probably later in the year. Andrew and his wife 
recently welcomed a baby girl and now more 
than ever he is looking for help and volunteers!

This is really what volunteering is all about 
– finding a neighborhood activity you enjoy 
which benefits everyone. We thank Andrew 
for coming up with a great idea/program that 
helps our community in more ways than one.

REMOVING  
ABANDONED BICYCLES  

IN QUEEN VILLAGE
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events calendar

Help QVK9 keep the park clean, safe, and fun 
so neighborhood dogs can enjoy it this summer.  
Bring tools if you have them.  10:30-11:30am. 

MARIO LANZA DOG PARK CLEANUP

17th
may

Join the Queen Village Book Club at 7pm at 
Old Swedes’ to discuss “One Last Thing Before 
I Go” by Jonathan Tropper on May 18th and 
“All the Light We Cannot See” by Anthony 
Doerr on June 22nd.

QUEEN VILLAGE BOOK CLUB MEETINGS18th
may

22nd
jun

and

25th
Join neighbors for this daylong festival featuring 
live music, food, and dancing.  Tickets are $25 
per family and $12 per person.  12-8pm at Old 
Swedes’ Church.

MEMORIAL DEI FAMILY PICNIC

may

classifieds

WEB DESIGN

LUCID DIGITAL DESIGNS
Web Design, Database 
Development, Graphic Design, 
and Content Management.
Pennsylvania, USA; 
http://www.luciddigitaldesigns.com

info@luciddigitaldesigns.com
215.310.5010

DOG TRAINING

Get rid of items that don’t need and support the 
new Spanish program at the Nebinger School.  
8am-3pm at 601 Carpenter Street.  Rain date is 
June 6th. 

FRIENDS OF NEBINGER 1ST ANNUAL FLEA MARKET

30th
may

First Wednesday of every month from 6-8pm 
at Bridget Foy’s.  Ask questions, network with 
professionals and have a drink with friends who 
share your commitment to living sustainably.  
Hosted by greenlimbs.com.

SOUTH PHILLY GREEN DRINKS3rd
jun

1st
jul

and

18th
Queen Village Historian Michael Schreiber will 
share his research findings on the 18th century 
business community at Headhouse Square. 
7:30pm at 509 S. 2nd Street.  

THE STORY BEHIND THE TWISTED TAIL

jun

PATRICIA BENTZ CDBC, 
CPDT-KA, CNWI

K-9 Training & Behavioral Therapy 
In-home: puppy & behavior consultations,  
obedience/CGC training. K9 Nose Work group class

Queen Village, Philadelphia;
http://www.k-9training.org

pabenttzz@gmail.com 
215.551.5254

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

MARV FACTOR

• Managed Construction since 1983 
• Condo Management since 2006 
• 43 years as trial attorney 
• Expertise w/ Condo Docs, Property 
   Rights & Legal Docs 
• Works primarily in Center City 
mfactor@condopropertymanagement.info
215.370.4231
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ONE STORY 
OFFICE SPACE

842 S. 2nd St 
570 sq. ft. 

$975  
per month 

Modern, newly renovated. 
 

bhess@sshco.com



The 2014 Conway Team Sold List
109 Federal Street

418 Bainbridge Street

500 S. Front Street

842 S. 3rd Street

760 S. Front Street

133 Catharine Street

525 Catharine Street

115 Walnut Street

717 Columbus Boulevard, Unit 507

114 Kenilworth Street

311 Queen Street

210 Spruce Street

1025 S. Randolph Street

238 Queen Street

836 S. Front Street

706 S. American Street

1104 Rodman Street

213 Fulton Street

744-46 S. 10th Street

230 Catharine Street

244 Christian Street

542 Cypress Street

1 Christian Street # 5

862 Independence Ct.

830 S. 2nd Street

326 Spruce Street

825 S. 3rd Street

437 Fulton Street

761 S. 3rd Street

928 S. 2nd Street

720 S. Front Street

7 N. Columbus Blvd, Unit 237

916 S. 2nd Street

840 S. 3rd Street

341 Queen Street

200 Christian Street Unit 22

116 Queen Street

12 Queen Street

604-36 Washington Square Unit 2803

523 Queen Street

718 Rodman Street

502 Addison Street

1506 S. 6th Street

2121 S. 4th Street

2826 Mercer Street

710 Addison Street

838 Independence Ct.

425 Catharine Street

306 Catharine Street

1911 Pemberton Street

3110 Livingston Street

2401 Pennsylvania Avenue - 19C41

1335 Sellers Street

1529 E. Moyamensing Avenue

2045 Morris Street

125 Tasker Street

1213 Addison Street

1921 S. 5th Street

1919 Chestnut Street - Unit 521

147 Mifflin Street

1326 S. Hancock Street

137 Daly Street

1119 E. Palmer Street

143 Sigel Street

1626 Webster Street

1230 Arch Street Unit 6E

604 S. American Street

1928 S. 4th Street

1117 S. 2nd Street

2008 Fitzwater Street

2007 Pemberton Street

1028 Irving Street

1916 S. Front Street

901 Manning Street

215 Dickinson Street

1925 E. Moyamensing Avenue

2652 S. Juniper Street

1230 S. Hancock Street

1714 S. Hicks Street

3082 Agate Street

413 S. 12th Street

1115  Annin Street

1023 Clinton Street

1648 Lawrence Street

2227 Tulip Street

3362-3364 E. Thompson Street

726 Dudley Street

6152 Walker Street

1917 Foster Street

820 Fernon Street

1121 E. Palmer Street

2028 Manton Street

1834 S. 4th Street

808 S. 8th Street

1327 S. 2nd Street

2311 Clearfiled

2625 Gerritt Street

220 Locust Street Unit 14CS

159 Mifflin Street

922 N. Marshall Street

1018 Christian Street

2426 S. Bouvier Street

1715 Latona Street

1341 Bainbridge Street

3639 Miller Street

1926 E. Passyunk Avenue

128 Titan Street

2405 E. Clearfield Street

2824 Orthodox Street

1013 Bainbridge Street

1107 E. Oxford

1617 Franklin Street

3108 Chatman Street

1933 Kater Street

132 Tasker Street

1134 Tree Street

520 Cross Street

132 Reed Street

5856 Loretto

1334 N. 59th Street

2124 Naudain Street

2830 S. Warnock Street

1715 E. Moyamensing Avenue

138 Roseberry Street

1636 Rodman Street

1306 Ridge Avenue

418 S. 7th Street

2001 Hamilton Street

132 Sigel Street

104 Morris Street

1914 S. Galloway Street

901 N. Penn Street Unit R205

103 Sigel Street

357 Winton Street

700 N. Pennock Street Unit 201

2141 S. Hancock Street

3111 Tulip Street

4247 Malta Street

833 N. Woodstock Street

1352 South Street Unit 203

KATHY & PATRICK CONWAY 
215.266.1537 
WWW.CONWAYTEAM.COM

Above are the properties we Sold  
last year which ranked us again in  
the Top 100 Berkshire Hathaway  
Home Services Agents in the country.   
Thank you very much and we would 
love to add your address this year. 215.627.6005


