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a letter from  
the president

During my first few months as president, I’ve 
met a lot of neighbors and received a lot of 
(mostly positive) feedback. While the usual 
suspects—litter, dog waste—continue to 
consternate, I learned that there is collectively 
a desire to discuss the bigger picture and learn 
more about who we are, how we got here, and 
where we’re going. This issue of our Magazine 
will speak to this desire by tackling the subjects 
of land use and architecture.  

As we were reminded at our General Meeting 
in January—held in the beautiful Natuzzi 
Italia store at 321 South Street—the place 
we call home is a comprised of a diverse 
mix of peoples and property. Recognizing 
this to be the case on a broader scale, the 
City of Philadelphia adopted a new zoning 
code in 2012 and began a process of 
remapping the city. The remapping breaks 
Philadelphia’s 141.7 square miles down into 

smaller parcels which are reviewed in minute 
detail by planners and community partners 
to determine if present uses are appropriate 
in an evolving city.   

In the following pages members of our Zoning 
Committee and regular contributors expound 
upon these processes with discussions on 
how zoning and remapping impact Queen 
Village. Also in this issue some architectural 
history to put it all in context.  

As we welcome spring, QVNA will be 
requesting your feedback with the release 
of a Neighborhood Survey. The data collected 
will help inform our organization and allow us 
to better serve you. 

Set to begin soon as well are (long-awaited) 
renovations to Weccacoe Playground. Details 
on closures and progress updates will be 

provided on the website and in the weekly 
e-newsletter.  

In  May,  QVNA and the South Street 
Headhouse District will present the Design 
Queen Village Tour. Participants will be able 
to peek inside some of our most intriguing 
spaces and get expert advice on how to 
design, decorate and better enjoy their own.  

Our committees continue to do great work 
and seek your help. Visit qvna.org to learn 
more about how to get involved and keep 
an eye on our calendar for more upcoming 
events. 

As always, your thoughts and suggestions may 
be shared with me at president@qvna.org. 

I’ll see you in the Village, 

Lauren Leonard 
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into a Neighborhood Conservation District. 

LAUREN LEONARD
Lauren Leonard holds a BA in Theatre from 
Temple University. She is Editor-in-Chief and 
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Piers Marchant is a film critic and writer based 
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and ravings at @kafkaesque83. 
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Along with her husband Kevin Parker, she edits 
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Garden.
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Kevin Parker subscribed to his first CSA almost 
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eating has grown ever since - all of which he 
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Friends of Weccacoe Playground. 

 
BEN SCHINDLER
Ben Schindler is Board Treasurer for QVNA, 
a proud Nebinger parent, soccer coach, and 
improv comedian. Ben leads the nationwide 
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nonprofit and has lived in Queen Village for 
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at Queen Village Animal Hospital since 2004.
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NOTES FROM  
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5. UNDER THE SHADOW: 

This psychological horror film from 
Iranian director Babak Anvari, set 
during the tail end of the Iran-Iraq 
War, is sharp as a spike of broken 
glass. Taken as a metaphor for 
the oppressive nature of the 

Revolution itself, the ongoing threat of war, or as the emotional 
fall-out from a dream deferred, Anvari’s taut script and superbly 
rendered atmospherics help to conjure one of the more chilling 
mother/child dynamics since The Babadook.

4. AUTHOR: THE JT LEROY 
STORY: 

A fascinating doc from Jeff 
Feuerzeig about the curious case 
of alleged teen author JT LeRoy, 
a literary figure from the late ‘90s, 

who became famous for being a homeless boy prostitute with HIV. 
It turns out that JT was the creation of Laura Albert, a depressed, 
wildly creative woman in her mid-30s, who had no other outlet 
for her depression other than the fictive creations generated by 
an alter ego. Before too long, LeRoy became the literary toast of 
many celebs (including Courtney Love, Winona Ryder, Gus van 
Sant, and Billy Corgan). The doc follows the story of LeRoy from 
the POV of Albert, who explains her decisions in ways that are 
almost forcefully sympathetic. 
 

3. THE FITS: 
A captivatingly nebulous film 
from Anna Rose Holmer that 
evokes the great Picnic at 
Hanging Rock in its willfully 
ambiguous use of a female 

adolescence metaphor. A young tomboy joins her school’s dance 
team, but shortly therafter, a mysterious outbreak of epileptic-
type seizures begins to affect her teammates. At first, everyone is 

terrified of them, but eventually, they come to see them as a rite 
of passage, and therefore something for which to yearn. Aiding 
Holmer’s appropriately minimalist script is the fine camera work 
of DP Paul Yee, who infuses the film with just the right amount of 
dream-like abstruseness.

2. CERTAIN WOMEN: 

Based on the work of Mal le 
Meloy, Kelly Reichardt’s film is a 
triptych of stories concerning three 
female protagonists with different 
trajectories, orbiting around the 

same small Montana town. On their own, the stories have a certain 
emotional tang, layered together they begin to create larger and 
more far-reaching reverberations. You wouldn’t expect it to wrap 
things up, but each story is given a brief coda that brings everything 
into sharper focus. It’s the kind of film that likely won’t hit you all 
at once, but will resonate for days after you see it.

1. MANCHESTER BY THE SEA: 

Kenneth  Lonergan’s  much-
anticipated follow-up to the 
excellent Margaret is yet another 
example of  h is  emotional ly 
indelible narratives. Casey Affleck 
plays Lee, a rough-hewn young 

man with a brutally tragic past who’s forced to come home in order 
to care for his 16-year-old nephew (Lucas Hedges) when his older 
brother (Kyle Chandler) suddenly dies of a heart attack. Despite 
the classic Big Hollywood Drama set-up, Lonergan isn’t interested 
in played-out redemption stories. The result is a gritty film that 
feels resolutely lived in, which makes it all the more devastating 
as it unspools. Despite an elongated running time (the rough-cut 
shown at Sundance stands about 135 minutes), not a moment 
feels padded, and not a detail is wasted.

BY PIERS MARCHANT

Flying home from a solid week of  trudging around in the high-mountain air, standing in endless lines, and watching movies, you find yourself  in the curious position of  desperately 
wanting to go home and immediately planning out your next festival. For critics, festivals such as Sundance are our lifeblood, a way to see amazing new works that next to no one 
has seen yet (and still might not: My favorite film at Sundance last year, The Witch, isn’t being released until Feb. 19). Here are my five favorite films from Sundance 2016. 



The QVNA Zoning Committee has a 
long, illustrious history and has been at 
the forefront of many of Philadelphia’s 
most transformational development 
issues since the 1960’s. Whether 
opposing the Crosstown (South 
Street) Expressway, the intrusion of 
I-95 and its exit ramps or becoming 
Philadelphia’s first Neighborhood 
Conservation District, Queen Village’s 
Zoning Committee has always been 
one of the most active, progressive 
and respected zoning committees in 
the city.  Many of its chairs went on 
to become members or chairs of the 
Zoning Board of Adjustment (ZBA) and 
other city planning agencies through 
mayoral appointments.

The Zoning Committee holds 
neighborhood hearings when a zoning 
permit applicant requests a variance 
from the building code.  After the new 
Zoning Code was adopted in 2012, 
requiring neighborhood associations 
to become Registered Community 

Organizations (RCOs) in order to have 
standing before the ZBA, the QV 
Zoning Committee’s role of informing 
the ZBA of its support of or opposition 
to a variance became a mandatory 
step in the zoning approval process.

Often the Committee is asked by 
an applicant to meet informally in 
advance of a neighborhood meeting 
in order to hear what some of the 
community concerns may be.  This 
meeting is useful in anticipating 
problems and encouraging design 
changes that would make approval 
by the neighbors and the Committee 
more likely.

The Zoning Committee holds hearings 
on the first and third Tuesday evenings 
of every month, and the applicant is 
responsible for notifying neighbors 
within a certain radius of the proposed 
project and the date of the hearing.  
The applicant makes a presentation to 
the Committee and to the attending 

THE QVNA
Zoning Committee
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neighbors and answers questions 
about the project.  The Committee 
then votes to support or oppose the 
applicant’s request.  The decision is 
based on whether the project and the 
required variance is in the community’s 
best interest and whether granting 
the variance would have an adverse 
effect on neighbors.  Many times, 
the Committee asks the applicant to 
revise the design and come back with 
a new presentation.  A letter is then 
sent to the ZBA notifying them of the 
Committee’s decision to support or 
oppose the project.  The ZBA usually 
supports our decision but is not bound 
to do so.

The Queen Village Zoning Committee 
strives to be even-handed and 
professional, promoting dialog and 
compromise.   We value our reputation 
as a responsive, thoughtful and fair 
group that will work with residents and 
developers to find solutions that will 
benefit everyone.

Good neighbors make great neighborhoods.  With your 
help, QVNA can support, create, and maintain  cleaner 
sidewalks, better schools, neighborhood networks,  
beautiful parks and contribute to special projects and 
respond to neighbors when they have emergency 
needs.  Make your contribution today to support QVNA.

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR OUR NEIGHBORHOOD

Go to www.qvna.org to donate online or mail a 
check to QVNA at P.O. Box 63763, Phila, PA 19147.

Bill Grubb, Associate Broker
610-220-6203 direct . 610-649-4500 office

Bill.Grubb@foxroach.com
www.grubbadvantage.com

For a Free Market Snapshot of House Values
go to BestPhillyHomeValues.com

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

BY MIKE HAUPTMAN



"Clapboard", "frame", or “stick” houses, which used 
wood for exterior siding, were built in abundance 
by early Colonial settlers.  However, due to their 
flammable nature, the City of Philadelphia outlawed 
the construction of wood buildings in 1796.  During 
this time period, the Southwark District municipality 
governed suburban “Queen Village”.  Despite the 
elevated risk of fire, frame houses continued to be built 
in Southwark until the District was merged with the 
City in 1854.  Perhaps this difference in zoning laws 
accounts for the many historic and reconstructed wooden 
gems present in Queen Village today.  Here are stories 
behind a few of these wonderful homes.

128 Bainbridge Street
Expanded and remodeled several times, 
the original wood structure was built before 
the Revolutionary War.  Joseph Hunter, 
a biscuit baker, purchased the property 
in 1772. Hunter switched from biscuits 
to booze and opened a tavern that may 
have been located on the premises.  All 
we know is that Hunter died unexpectedly 
ten years later, leaving behind a young 
daughter named Ann.

802 S. Hancock Street
Another baker, William Riddle, built 
this house along with four other similar 
investment properties sometime between 
1808 and 1814.  Riddle and his family 
resided above his bakery located nearby 
on the East side of Front Street.  The rents 
and profits generated by the Hancock 
Street properties may have provided 
necessary income for Riddle's family after 
his untimely death.

809 and 811 S. Hancock Street
Built sometime after 1802, these homes 
were probably erected by David Flickwer 
and Jesse Williamson, house carpenters 
based out of "Queen Village."  Flickwer 
and Williamson appear to have been 
distant relatives through marriage.  They 
purchased and developed a number of 
properties in the neighborhood including 
two adjacent three-story brick homes on 
the 200 block of Fitzwater Street, where 
their respective families continued to 
reside long after their deaths.  

126 and 128 League Street
The three-story "frame" facades at this 
address are merely an homage to the 
historic homes that once occupied this 
site.  Richloff Alberson, a lumber merchant 
based on Swanson Street, built twin two-
story clapboard houses on this property 
sometime between 1806 and 1816.  
Although Alberson died before writing a 
will, his heirs honored his wish to dedicate 
his estate toward providing health care for 
a "lunatic" named Martha Linton.  

123 Queen Street
Believe it or not, this home is a facsimile 
of a historic wood frame house that once 
stood on this property.  The original home 
had been illegally demolished in 1987 by 
a developer who was forced to rebuild 
an exact replica two years later.  204 
Christian Street, another frame home, was 
reconstructed for similar reasons.

STORIES BEHIND OUR 
WOOD HOMES
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BY LAUREN LEONARD

The future of our city is being shaped by 
citizens and government leaders. 

Critical to this shaping is Philadelphia2035, 
the comprehensive plan that remaps 
neighborhoods to make ours a more 
“livable, healthy, and economically viable” 
city. Adopted in 2011 under then Mayor 
Nutter, the plan will continue under the 
Kenney administration to recommend ways 
by which government and communities can 
responsibly invest in neighborhoods and 
position Philadelphia well within the global 
economy. The remapping of Queen Village 
is currently underway. 

In other planning news, Mayor Kenney 
appointed Anne Fadullon Director of the new 
office of Planning and Development. Citizens 
voted in favor of changing City Charter to 
allow for this new cabinet-level position in 
November. 

In this new role, Fadullon, who has an extensive 
background in construction, development, 
and legislative policy, will oversee the 
Planning Commission, Historical Commission, 
Zoning Board of Adjustment and a division 
of housing. She will report directly to Mayor 
Kenney. By unifying departments, Fadullon 
will make more efficient and transparent the 
process of construction and further open 
lines of communication between developers, 
individual builders and communities. 

Fadullon will also be tasked with helping 
the administration make good on campaign 
promises that encourage equitable and 
responsible development citywide. Though 
details have yet to be released, included in 
this approach will be significant investments 
in parks and rec centers. 

For more information on Philadelphia2035 
and how Philly develops land, visit phila.gov/
cityplanning. 

PLANNING FOR 
OUR FUTURE
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In 2008, Queen Village became 
Philadelphia’s first Neighborhood 
Conservation Overlay District (NCO). 
While we are no longer the only NCO 
– Overbrook Farms and Roxborough 
have joined us—we were the pioneers 
in a successful experiment that has 
proven effective in preserving the 
characteristics that make Queen Village 
a desirable and vibrant place to live 
while attracting good development and 
new residents.

NCO’s were conceived as a way for 
neighborhoods to develop guidelines 
that would overlay the Philadelphia 
Zoning Code to help preserve 
the character of their individual 
neighborhoods in the city.  While 
neighborhoods like Society Hill and 
Rittenhouse Square have been made 
local historic districts, which provide a 
heavy layer of protection to their overall 
architectural character, Queen Village 
has only individual properties listed as 
historic — and that list is remarkably 
spotty.  As part of the Southwark National 
Historic District, Queen Village is eligible 
to benefit from certain federal historic 
tax credits under specific circumstances, 
and there is welcome protection from 
billboard intrusion. But without local 
historic district designation—a lengthy, 
expensive and restrictive process – the 
neighborhood is open to the demolition 
or destruction of many of our older 
structures.

With the support of then-Councilman 
Frank DiCicco and the QVNA Board, 
Queen Village was given the opportunity 
to be the first neighborhood to develop 
its guidelines through a regulated 
process that involved consultation with 
the City Planning Commission and the 
Preservation Alliance.

The NCO guidelines were presented to 
the community at a series of General 
Membership meetings where comments 
and suggestions were considered and 
adopted. The proposed ordinance that 
was subsequently drawn up by the City, 
made public, and enacted 
by City Council during the 
summer of 2008.

The guideline that had 
the most impact on the 
neighborhood was the 
requirement that all new 
or renovated houses 
had to have a ground 
floor habitable room 
facing the street.  This 
requirement effectively 
ensured the elimination 
of front-facing garages on 
most rowhouses, thereby 
maintaining the character, 
charm and safety of our 
streets, allowing ground 
floor windows, flower boxes, 
stoops and street parking 
available to everyone.  
Fears of unsaleable houses 

and plunging property values have been 
proven invalid, and the new Zoning 
Code, adopted four years after the 
Queen Village NCO, now discourages 
garages as well.

After eight years, we can see the 
successes that the NCO has rendered, 
and we can also see some shortfalls.  
The adoption of the new zoning code 
has also created some unforeseen 
challenges that are not covered by our 
guidelines. It may be time to revisit the 
process and begin discussing how we 
can make some relevant improvements.

NEIGHBORHOOD CONSERVATION
Overlay District

BY MIKE HAUPTMAN
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The 1854 Act of Consolidation was passed by the 
Pennsylvania General Assembly to incorporate all of the 
townships, districts, and boroughs located in the greater 
Philadelphia County into the City of Philadelphia.  
As a result, neighborhoods like Queen Village, which 
had operated under independent municipalities, 
officially became governed by the City.  To further these 
efforts, additional legislation was passed to provide 
uniform names for smaller streets that span across 
neighborhoods.  This list contains some of the alleys, 
streets, and courtyards in Queen Village that were 
renamed as part of this remapping project.

AMERICAN: Baltic Pl. (N. from Catharine, 
W. of 2nd), Barron St. (South to Gaskill, W. of 
2nd), Guilford St. (Monroe to South, W. of 2nd), 
Strangford Pl. (N. from Christian, W. of 2nd). 

BAINBRIDGE: Oak St. (Passyunk to Leithgow, 
btw South & Fitzwater), Shippen St. (W. from 
Delaware to Schuylkill).

BECK: Beck Pl. (Hancock to Front, btw Queen 
& Christian), Bulletin St. (Swanson to Front, 
btw Queen & Christian), Graftons Ct. (E. from 
5th, btw Queen & Christian), Placid Pl. (2nd to 
American, btw Queen & Catharine).

BODINE: Lydia St. (S. from Carpenter, W. of 
2nd), Oakford St. (Rodman to Gaskill, W. of 
2nd), Pennington St. (Carpenter to Montrose, 
W. of 2nd), Tisdale Pl. (Montrose to Christian, 
W. of 2nd).

CLYMER: Colebrook Pl. (W. from Front, S. of 
Fitzwater).

FAIRHILL:  Abbott's Ct. (E. of 6th, btw 
Bainbr idge & Fi t zwater ) ,  Ather ton St . 
(Carpenter to Montrose, W. of 5th), Clare St. 
(League to Carpenter, W. of 5th), Jones Ct. (N. 
from Rodman, W. of 5th), Say St. (Bainbridge 
to Kater, W. of 5th), Shirkers St. (Bainbridge to 
Kirk, btw 5th & 6th).

FITZWATER: Davis Ldg. (Delaware to 
Swanson, N. of Catharine), German St. (2nd to 
Passyunk, N. of Catharine), Green St. (Passyunk 

to 8th, btw Clymer & Pemberton), Mead St. 
(Swanson to 2nd, N. of Catharine).

FULTON:  Bohemia Pl. (E. from 4th, btw 
Catherine & Fitzwater), Campbell St. (Passyunk 
to 6th, S. of Fitzwater), Concord St. (2nd to 3rd, 
btw Fitzwater & Catharine), Harmony St. (Btw 
4th & 5th, S. of Fitzwater).

HALL: Millman St. (Moyamensing to Bodine, 
S. of Christian), Native St. (W. from 5th, S. of 
Montrose), Tyler St. (W. of 3rd, btw Montrose 
& Carpenter).

HANCOCK: Annapolis St. (S. from South, W. 
of Front), Burd St. (Catharine to Queen., W. 
of Front), Shields Ct. (South to Naudain, W. 
of Front), Sutherland St. (Christian to Queen, 
W. of Front).

HOWARD: Bailey's Ct. (btw Front & Hancock, 
S. from Kater), Grover St. (Christian to Queen, 
w. of Front), Higgins Ct. (S. from Carpenter, w. 
of Front), Maynard Pl. (S. from Naudain, btw 
Front & 2nd).

BY AMY GRANT

REMAPPING STREETS
in the 19th Century



15march  2016

KATER: Alaska St. (W from 5th to 8th, S. of 
South), Bristol Pl. (2nd to American, S. of South), 
Lieb Pl. (W. of Hancock, S. of South), Trout St. 
(Orianna to 4th, S. of South).

KAUFFMAN: Jane St. (Reese to Passyunk, 
S. of Catharine), Turner St. (E. from 4th, btw 
Catharine & Queen).

KENILWORTH: Almond St. (Delaware to 2nd, 
S. of Bainbridge), Metcalf St. (Reese to Fairhill, 
S. of Bainbridge).

KIMBALL :  Dove Pl.  ( 3th to 4th, N. of 
Washington), Russell St. (3th to 4th, S. of 
Carpenter).

LAWRENCE: Cobb St. (Queen to Catharine, 
W. of 4th), Ely St. (S. from Carpenter, btw 4th 
& 5th).

LEAGUE: Clark St. (3rd to 4th, S. of Carpenter), 
Mary St. (Front to 2nd, S. of Carpenter), 
Mechanic St. (Reese to Randolph, S. of 
Carpenter). 

LEITHGOW: Berlin St. (South to Gaskill, W. 
of 4th), Charles St. (Monroe to South, W. of 
4th), Newton St. (Washington to Carpenter, 
W. of 4th), Weccacoe St. (Queen to Catharine, 
W. of 4th).

MONROE: Plum St. (4th to 5th, btw Bainbridge 
& Fitzwater), Senate St. (Front to 2nd, S. of 
Bainbridge).

MONTROSE: Marriott St. (Moyamensing to 
9th, S. of Christian).

NAUDAIN: Relief St. (Front to 2nd, S. of 
Lombard).

PEMBERTON: Congress St. (Front to 2nd, 
S. of Bainbridge), Stanley St. (3rd to 4th, S. of 
Bainbridge).

PHILIP: Coburn St. (South to Gaskill, W. of 2nd), 
Moliere's Ct. (S. from Bainbridge, W. of 2nd).

ORIANNA: Barrow St. (South to Bainbridge, 
btw 3rd & 4th), Faulkner St. (Carpenter to 
Montrose, W. of 3rd), Morton St. (Queen to 

Kauffman, W. of 3rd).

RANDOLPH: Ashbury St. (Kater to South, W. 
of 5th), Campbell St. (Fulton to Fitzwater, W. 
of 5th), Griswold St. (Fitzwater to Kenilworth, 
W. of 5th), Hurst St. (South to Lombard, W. of 
5th), Parker St. (Federal to Carpenter, W. of 5th).

REESE: Freytags Aly. (Bainbridge to Kater, W. 
of 5th), Gamphors (N. from Catharine St., W. 
of 5th St.), Gillis St. (South to Lombard, W. of 
5th), Home St. (S. from Bainbridge, W. of 5th), 
Mechanic St. (League to Carpenter, W. of 5th), 
Yhost St. (Queen to Catharine, W. of 5th).

RODMAN: Dover Pl. (Philip to American, S. 
of Lombard), Lavinia Ct. (American to 3rd, S. 
of Lombard), Lisbon St. (Reese to 6th, S. of 
Lombard).

SALTER: Little Belt Place (E. from 2nd, S. of 
Christian), Perkins Alley (W. from 3rd, S. of 
Christian).

WATER: Ostego St. (Washington to Christian, 
E. of Front).
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In August, 2012 the City of Philadelphia launched its new Zoning 
Code, the culmination of several years of what was an unprecedented 
process that embraced transparency and inclusion. The new code 
replaced an old, outdated, and patched up document filled with 
complications and inconsistencies. Developers faced tangles of 
bureaucracy as most projects required variances and thus a long, 
discouraging process.

The new Zoning Code aimed to allow more projects to be built by 

right and was designed to allow and even encourage specific uses 
such as building height and massing, and desirable urban amenities 
in specific places. While reducing the need for variances, it increased 
local participation by requiring input from neighborhood zoning 
committees. Under the old code, the Zoning Board of Adjustment 
(ZBA) considered neighborhood interests as a courtesy; there were 
no statutory requirements for applicants to seek neighborhood 
approval for a proposed project.  The new code provides for the 
creation of Registered Community Organizations (RCOs) whose 

BY MIKE HAUPTMAN
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mandatory involvement ensures local review of projects that 
seek relief from the code.

Although the new code made important and sweeping changes 
to Residential, Commercial, Industrial and Special District 
designations, the Planning Commission is still working on 
“remapping” each neighborhood to complete the process. 
This is as important as the code itself in reshaping the city and 
ensuring its evolution as a vibrant place to live and work.  

In the next several months the Queen Village Zoning Committee 
will lead the effort to remap the neighborhood. We have already 
met with the City Planning Commission who will provide guidance 
and support while we work on our vision for Queen Village.  

We plan to post an online survey to solicit neighbors’ opinions 
and we will present plans at QVNA meetings giving ample 
opportunity for neighborhood comments and revisions. Once we 
have neighborhood approval, the map will be submitted to City 
Council for legislative action and adoption into the Zoning Code.

Currently, Queen Village’s Residential zoning is nearly 100% 
multi-family. Only a handful of properties on the west side of 
Passyunk Avenue between Fitzwater and Catherine Streets – 
and few properties on Gaskill Street – are zoned single-family. 
This means that almost every single-family house in Queen 
Village could be converted to multi-family without requiring 
a variance.  And, on a block with single-family homes, a new 
apartment building could be built without any neighbor input. 
Both the Planning Commission and the QV Zoning Committee are 
looking at remapping many blocks to single-family to conserve 
the character of the neighborhood.

Most of our Commercial Zoning is confined to South Street/
Bainbridge Street, 4th Street, 2nd Street near Christian and a 
commercial cluster around 6th and Passyunk. These properties 
require first floor commercial use with residential units on the 
upper floors. Mixed-use areas can make the community more 
dynamic. Would coffee shops or specialty grocery stores on 
selected corners be desirable? Is it appropriate for Washington 
Avenue to be zoned Residential? These are issues to discuss 
as a community so that we revise our zoning map to reflect our 
vision of Queen Village.

Our boundaries are the river to the east side of 6th Street and the 
south side of Lombard to the north side of Washington Avenue.  
Here’s a key to the zoning designations:

RM-1: Residential Multi-family 

RM-2: Residential Multi-family (Riverview)

RSA-5: Residential Single family attached

CMX-1: Neighborhood Commercial Mixed Use (2nd Street 
and 100 block of South St. -- allows residential/commercial use 
restrictions)

CMX-2: Neighborhood Commercial Mixed Use (allows residential 
on upper floors only/commercial use restrictions)

CMX-3: Community Commercial Mixed Use (South Street west 
of 2nd St. -- allows broader range of commercial uses and more 
height)

I-1: There’s a small strip of properties along the east side of Front 
Street above Catherine that oddly remains Industrial.  

While the new zoning code has problems, i.e., taller buildings with 
roof decks and pilothouses, it also presents new opportunities. 
In the next few months, the Zoning Committee will engage the 
community in this remapping effort, so that we will have a chance 
to explore our priorities and shape our future together.
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PHILADELPHIA ZONING CODE
& TREE PRESERVATION

There are two Philadelphia zoning codes 
that focus on the care and preservation of 
city trees. The codes outline requirements 
for planting new trees, preserving “heritage 
trees,” and enforcing fines for damaging 
existing street trees. 

Philadelphia Zoning Code Section 15.203 
and 15.204 - Street Trees, issues a fine 
to anyone removing or pruning a street 
tree without a permit.  “We see illegal 
tree removals all the time and we want 
to increase the fine associated with it,” 
said Erica Smith Fichman, TreePhilly 
Program Manager with Philadelphia 
Parks & Recreation. In this section of the 
code, it is stated that a notice of violation 
is $25.  Failing to pay this fine within ten 
days will result in a penalty between 
$100 and $300. Unfortunately, it is hard 
to identify unpermitted pruning and tree 
removal activities, according to Smith 
Fichman. “The best thing people can do 
to support the efforts to improve street 
tree regulations is to call 911 to report a 
street tree violation and take a photo of 

the violator in the act, with the contractor's 
logo, if possible, in case the police do not 
arrive at the scene in time,” said Smith 
Fichman. Increased reporting of these 
violations will help prove that there is 
precedent and a need for increasing the 
fines for such violations.

In addition to the street tree code, 
Philadelphia Zoning Code Section 14-
705 - Landscape and Trees, focuses on 
preserving “heritage trees” in the city. 
The code states that heritage trees may 
not be removed from any property unless 
the applicant obtains a special exception 
approval.

And that approval will only be granted if:

• The applicant replaces the removed 
tree in accordance with tree replacement 
requirements; 

• The criteria of special exception 
approval have been met; and 

• If one of the following requirements are 
met: a certified arborist has determined 
that the tree is dead, damaged, diseased, 
or a threat to public health or safety; the 
Streets Department has determined that 
the tree interferes with the provision of 
public services or constitutes a hazard 
to traffic, bicyclists, or pedestrians; or 
the applicant has demonstrated that 
the proposed development cannot 
be practically redesigned to protect the 
heritage tree.

This section of the zoning code, however, 
only applies when there is development of 
a property on lots more than 5,000 square 
feet and that are not single-family or two-
family dwellings, parks, open space, or 
urban agriculture. In other words, it does 
not cover heritage trees in residential 
back patios or yards around the city, which 
may make up a significant percentage of 
heritage trees in the city. These trees are 
important purely because of the history 
they represent – many may have been 
planted more than 100 years ago and in 
a city that prides itself on the historical 
sites it has preserved and celebrates, 
these trees should also be preserved and 
celebrated. In addition to their historical 
importance, old growth trees absorb more 
carbon dioxide than younger, smaller trees. 
Finally, they are beautiful. 

Once again,  Phi ladelphia Parks & 
Recreation encourages neighbors to 
notify them if a heritage tree is about to 
be taken down. They can send an inspector 
to measure and identify the tree to see if it 
fits the requirements of a "heritage tree" 
and can issue a fine accordingly.  

Let’s see how many heritage trees are 
in Queen Village. Email us a picture and 
location of a heritage tree on your block 
or in your backyard at info@qvna.org, or 
post to QVNA’s Facebook page. 

BY MELISSA DONNELLY
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Scientific name Common name Diameter at Breast Height 

24” 18” 10” 
Acer negundo Box-elder  X  
Acer rubrum  Red maple  X  
Acer saccharum Sugar maple X   
Acer saccharinum Silver maple X   
Amelanchier arborea Shadbush   X 
Asimina triloba Pawpaw   X 
Betula lenta Sweet birch  X  
Betula nigra River birch  X  
Betula populifolia Gray birch   X 
Carpinus caroliniana Hornbeam   X 
Carya spp. Hickory   X  
Castanea dentata American chestnut No DBH limit - any size 
Celtis occidentalis  Hackberry  X  
Cercis canadensis Redbud   X 
Cornus florida Flowering dogwood   X 
Crataegus spp. Downy hawthorn   X 
Diospyros virginiana Persimmon  X  
Fagus grandifolia American beech X   
Fraxinus americanaa White ash X   
Fraxinus pennsylvanica Green ash  X  
Gleditsia triacanthos Honey-locust  X  
Gymnocladus dioica Kentucky coffee-tree  X  
Ilex opaca American holly   X 
Juglans spp. walnut  X  
Juniperus virginiana Eastern red-cedar   X 
Liquidambar styraciflua Sweetgum X   
Liriodendron tulipifera Tuliptree X   
Magnolia virginiana Sweet-bay magnolia  X  
Morus rubra Red mulberry   X 
Nyssa sylvatica Sourgum  X  
Ostrya virginiana Hop-hornbeam   X 
Pinus strobus Eastern white pine X   
Pinus virginiana Virginia pine   X 
Platanus occidentalis Sycamore X   
Populus deltoides Eastern cottonwood  X  
Populus grandidentata Bigtooth aspen  X  
Populus tremuloides Quaking  aspen  X  
Prunus serotina Wild black cherry  X  
Quercus spp. Oak species X   
Quercus ilicifolia Bear oak   X 
Quercus marilandica Blackjack oak   X 
Quercus stellata Post oak   X 
Robinia pseudoacacia Black locust  X  
Salix  nigra Black willow  X  
Sassafras albidum Sassafras   X 
Tilia americana Basswood  X  
Tsuga canadensis Canada hemlock  X  
Ulmus spp. Elm species X   
 

Trees exceeding the specified diameter will be considered Philadelphia Heritage Trees

HERITAGE TREE LIST
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natuzzi.usNew OPeNING IN PHILADeLPHIA
The harmony of Natuzzi Italia has a new address. The new collection awaits you  
and is now open. Made in Italy.

321 South Street, Philadelphia, PA - 215-515-3398

NI_Philly_QVNA_Feb2016   1 2/16/16   5:02 PM
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There is only so much Play-Doh, coloring, and Caillou that a parent and child 
can take before needing to get out of  the house. Unfortunately, inclement weather 
can limit outdoor play possibilities, making it harder to help kids get the physical 
activity that they need. This series explores some of  the best indoor play places in 
Philadelphia for you and your children to enjoy throughout the year. 

SOUND ALL AROUND
Broad and Locust
http://www.philorch.org/sound-all-around

This program gives kids the opportunity to learn from 
members of the Philadelphia Orchestra while listening to 
stories and playing instruments.  Concerts are 45 minutes 
long and are interactive.  Tickets are $10 per person.

Ages: toddlers and up

Bonus feature:  Meet a member of the orchestra.  The online 
schedule lets you know the member and their instrument 
ahead of time for your show date.

Cons:  Less physically active than some of the other places 
on this list.

GO VERTICAL
950 North Penn Street
http://www.govertical.com

This indoor rock gym is the largest of its kind on the East Coast 
and offers a variety of climbing experiences for all levels of 
climbers.  The gym offers a kids camp program for kids aged 
7-12.

Ages:  Belaying is limited to those 13 and up.

Bonus feature:  Free parking

Cons: Most classes and after school programs are for teens only.

ZOOMDANCE
Multiple locations, including West Philly, Queen Village, and Rittenhouse
http://www.zoomdance.com/

This high-energy dance class incorporates story-telling and 
movement, including ballet and acrobatics.  They are also 
available for kids parties and to provide activities for kids during 
grown-up parties.  We attended a ZoomDance birthday party 
and my 3-year-old son had a great time running around and 
acting out a story.

Ages: 1.5-8 years

Bonus feature: Summer Camp and Spring Break Camp options.  
Also, the classes are held in a variety of neighborhoods around 
the city, including Queen Village.

Cons: The Winter 2016 session already started.

PLAYING INDOORS 
in Philadelphia

BY KATIE LOCKWOOD, MD
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“What’s So Great About Society Hill 
Synagogue Playschool?” 

WE PROVIDE THE BEST CARE FOR YOUR 
CHILD! 

• Small class sizes with exceptional & caring staff 
• A wonderful “first school experience” for children 

aged 2-5 
• Age- Appropriate curriculum with emphasis on 

play, socialization skills, and early childhood 
educational activities 

• Activities: yoga, cooking, science, art, music, field 
trips and holiday celebrations 

We are flexible to the needs of our families! 
• 2,3,4, or 5 days a week, no potty training required 
• Full- day options including After-school Arts 

programs, as well as, early care starting at 7:45 
AM and late care until 6 PM 

Camp Available March 2016 
• Our camp program provides a wonderful 

curriculum of summer activities for children who 
are 2 to 5 years old. 

• Many of our Playschool students continue their 
experience in our camp program. We also 
welcome children who will beginning Playschool in 
September to spend their summer with us, too. 
Flexible eight week program available in June and 
July. Two week long specialty camps will be 
offered during the first two weeks of August.  

 

Opening available for the 2016-2017 
Playschool Academic year 

 

 

418 Spruce Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 
215-922-6590 

in shape !

summer is  coming !

www.southstreet.com
Diverse Culture & Eclectic Dining

Independent shops. Vibrant Arts.

I Love Kickboxing
734 South St.

Sweat 
700 E. Passyunk Ave.

Radius Fitness
613A S. 2nd St.

Optimal Gym
325 Bainbridge St.Practice Yoga

804 S. 4th St.

Yoga Garden
903 South St.

www.zaktilife.com

www.yogagardenphilly.com

www.phillyradiusfitness.com

Zakti Fitness
744 S. 4th St.

www.ilovekickboxing.com

www.optimalgym.com

www.practiceyogastudio.com

www.sweatfitness.com

time to get
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Old Pine Street Church 
Established 1768 

 

Where History, Faith, Message,  
Music & Fellowship intersect at 

 

412 Pine Street 
 

Sunday Worship 10:30am   
 

215-925-8051 
www.oldpine.org 

I love Philly Entrepreneurs just about as much 
as I love a good natural product.  Put these 
together and you get Jess Edelstein and Sarah 
Ribner, founders of Philly's PiperWai. 

PiperWai’s business is Wharton worthy: a 
successful startup, an incomparable product, 
and these girls are Media Darlings!   After 
their stellar appearance on ABC's Shark Tank 
in December 2015, Sarah and Jess finished 
their swim with an investment from Barbara 
Corcoran. 

But let’s go back…what is PiperWai? When 
Jess, a Queen Village resident, couldn’t find 
a natural deodorant that worked for her and 
her highly sensitive skin, she decided to 
create her own.  After several months of trial 
and error, she came up with a formula that 
worked.  She sent it to her best friend Sarah, 
presently an MBA candidate at Columbia's 
Business School, who was amazed at its 
results.  A business partnership and venture 
was launched!

Here's the skinny on their Award-Winning 
Natural Deodorant:

What is non-toxic deodorant and why do 
we need it?

JESS: There are tons of unregulated ingredients 
in conventional body care products that aren't 
good for you, and the worst offender is the 
aluminum in antiperspirant which as been 
linked to breast cancer and Alzheimers. The 
studies on this aren't conclusive, by why 
wait until the link is proven when there's an 
effective, all natural alternative available that 
is actually good for you?

Are you sure it works?
JESS: Yes, it works! Most people report feeling 
drier when they wear PiperWai than with other 
natural deodorants.  And stink? Forget about 
it! PiperWai completely neutralizes the odor 
under your arms because it provides a pH-
balanced environment where odor-causing 
bacteria cannot thrive.

How did you land Shark Tank?
JESS: People would tell us every single day 
"you should go on Shark Tank!". So when the 
opportunity presented itself to pitch in front 
of casting directors in Philly last summer we 
couldn't pass it up. We knew our product and 
our story would do well on the show, and they 
agreed! Once we were through the casting 
process we were still reminded every step of 
the way that there were no guarantees that 
we'd actually get to pitch in front of the Sharks 
or even end up on TV at all. We really lucked 
out and feel so grateful to have had the full 
experience. 

How are handling the instant fame and 
product demand?
Jess: Instant fame? That's funny. It's definitely 
not as glamorous an experience as one might 
expect. As much as I'm loving every minute 
of it, the back order that resulted from our 
Shark Tank appearance is the most challenging 
thing I've ever gone through and I've never 
worked harder or felt more pressure in my 
life. It's very, very cool that our product is in 

MEET PHILLY'S OWN, Piperwai
such high demand, and the angry emails from 
impatient customers who are tired of waiting 
for their deodorant only show how passionate 
and excited people are to start using PiperWai 
every day. I created this stuff in my kitchen so 
the fact that it's having such a profound impact 
on so many people is just mind-blowing to me.

Can you share with us your Wellness 
Routine?
JESS: I fully believe that good hydration is the 
key to clear, glowing skin.  I take pro-biotics 
every day and I rarely get sick.  I rinse my hair 
with Apple Cider Vinegar between all-natural 
shampoo and conditioner and it makes my 
hair super shiny and manageable.

SARAH: Bikram Yoga, followed by 32 oz of 
water and fresh green smoothie. Ahava mud 
mask for my face, Josie Maran argan oil in my 
hair - the whole regime leaves me completely 
relaxed, moisturized and detoxed!

We know you're green, inventive, and 
smart! Tell me something about you that 
would surprise us.
JESS: I'm a big theater nerd.  My dream after 
college was to be a Broadway producer. But 
after a year of interning in NYC, I decided a 
life in the theater wasn't for me after all.  Too 
much drama!

SARAH: I know how to design and sew some 
of my own clothing and accessories.  It's fun 
and relaxing!

What's your favorite thing about Queen 
Village?
JESS: I LOVE Queen Village! I just moved to 
3rd and Bainbridge with my boyfriend and 
my dog Velma and we couldn't be happier. 
Everything we need and want is in walking 
distance and everyone is so friendly. I don't 
think I'm ever leaving this neighborhood. 

BY JULIENE FEATHERMAN



24 march  2016

The proliferation of farmers’ markets in the city 
has brought the abundance of fresh produce grown 
throughout the region to our doorstep, and with it plenty 
of cheese, milk, breads, meat and fish as well.  It’s easy 
to miss the fact that our local food purchases do not have 
to be limited to what keeps in the refrigerator.  Dozens of 
local producers and purveyors now offer pantry staples 
once only available at the supermarket.   Here are a few 
of our favorites, with suggestions for where to find them.

FLOURS
You can find a variety of locally milled flours 
from two producers in the area.  Daisy 
Organic Flours of Lancaster offers white, 
whole wheat and spelt flours along with 
pastry and bread flours.  Bucks County’s 
Castle Valley Mills has both hard and soft 
wheat, along with rye, emmer, spelt and 
cornmeal.   Find Daisy at any Green Aisle 
Grocery location and both brands at the Fair 
Food Farmstand in Reading Terminal Market 
or order through the Winter Harvest Buying 
Club.

BEANS
With all of our local growers, there’s no 

reason to ever buy another can of 
beans.  In addition to the variety, 
locally grown and dried beans have 
the added advantage of not needing 
the soaking time of dry beans from 
the grocery store.  Try Savoie Organic 
Farm’s Mexican Turtle Beans in the fall 
at Headhouse Farmers’ Market or any 
of those available from Cayuga Pure 
Organics at the Fair Food Farmstand 
year round.

MAPLE SYRUP, MAPLE SUGAR AND HONEY
While we’ll never grow sugarcane 

locally, there are plenty of options for 
alternative sweeteners.  No need for 
New England or Canadian maple syrup 
with Patterson Farms and Shemanski 
Maple Products, both located here in 
Pennsylvania.  Try Shemanski’s maple sugar 
as a replacement for sugar in any recipe that 
would benefit from the added maple flavor.  
There are too many local honey producers 
to name them all, but some producers such 
as Philadelphia Bee Company sell honey 
harvested within the city limits. 

SNACK FOODS
Popcorn is one of our favorite local finds of 
recent years.  Supermarket kernels taste stale 
and flavorless next to those from the likes 
of Climbers’ Ridge Farm, available through 
Winter Harvest.  Locally made crackers and 
flatbreads are the perfect accompaniment 
to our dozens of local cheeses.  Ric’s 
Breads makes whole wheat crackers for the 
Headhouse Farmers’ Market, and Amaranth 
Bakery sells gluten free flatbreads at the Fair 
Food Farmstand.

SALT
Living this close to the ocean, why wouldn’t 
we have local sea salt?  Until Cape May 
Sea Salt Company launched their new salt 
house in a greenhouse that once housed 
tomatoes, however, our closest option was 
salt harvested in Maine.  The salt is dried 
into beautiful big flakes perfect for cooking 
or finishing.  Find it at Green Aisle Grocery 
or Ippolito’s Seafood, where you can pick up 
fish from the very same water.

CONDIMENTS
It’s not surprising that we’ve got a few local 
ketchup producers given the bounty of local 
tomatoes.  The Fair Food Farmstand carries 
ketchup from Stepped In What Vegetables, 
and Livengood’s Farm has a spicy version 
available through Winter Harvest.  Many 
local apple growers offer apple cider 
vinegar as well - try Beechwood Orchard’s 
at the Headhouse Farmers’ Market.  Green 
Aisle Grocery makes their own hot sauce, 
horseradish and various mustards to finish 
off any sandwich.

CANNED TOMATOES, SAUCES AND DRIED PASTAS
Didn’t have time to can your own tomatoes 
this year?  Jersey Fresh certified crushed 
tomatoes are available at the Fair Food 
Farmstand, or you can simply buy sauce from 
Stepped In What Vegetables. West Chester’s 
Vera Pasta Company makes various shapes 
and flavors of dried pasta - find them at Di 
Bruno Brothers.

Want to know more?  Check out farmtophilly.
com for a comprehensive list of local food 
purveyors, CSAs, farmers’ markets and 
buying clubs.  

STOCK THE PANTRY
With Local Food

BY DONNA PANCARI &  KEVIN PARKER
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Your Neighbor. Your Realtor.

Philadelphia Magazine 5 Star Award Winner for Customer Satisfaction
Multi-Million Dollar Producer on the Conway Team

Gary Mintz, REALTOR®
Gary@GaryKnowsPhilly.com
215.870.3199 c
215.627.6005 o

From the restaurants to the playgrounds we love,
I know our neighborhood and why it’s great!

Need to Know More? I am in the Neighborhood.

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

NOON-3PM MONDAY-FRIDAY
Stroller your way to Coeur and unwind 

with us—Your kid is your coupon! 

Enjoy $4 select draft wines and 
beers while your kiddo naps!

The only kind of 

whine mommy likes

comes from grapes.
got it?

MOMMY JUICE WEEKDAYS

MONDAY-FRIDAY
5-7PM

$5 WINES

$4 BEERS

$5 HAPPY HOUR 
FOOD MENU

get here for 

HAPPY
HOUR
WWW.COEURPHILLY.COM
8th Street at Christian / 215-92-COEUR / info@coeurphilly.com

@COEURPHILLY         @BEERG0GGLES

A welcoming & diverse  
Jewish community. 

A Reconstructionist Rabbi. 
A Conservative liturgy. 

 
SHS embraces a   

unique approach to  
worship & spirituality  

through  
prayer, music & song. 

 
 
 
 

 
Society Hill Synagogue  

418 Spruce Street  
 

(215) 922-6590    

bettyv@societyhillsynagogue.org    

Unusual
Unassuming
Unforgettable  

Come and see what the  
excitement is about. 

A welcoming & diverse  
Jewish community. 

A Reconstructionist Rabbi. 
A Conservative liturgy. 

 
SHS embraces a   

unique approach to  
worship & spirituality  

through  
prayer, music & song. 

 
 
 
 

 
Society Hill Synagogue  

418 Spruce Street  
 

(215) 922-6590    

bettyv@societyhillsynagogue.org    

Unusual
Unassuming
Unforgettable  

Come and see what the  
excitement is about. 
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Cats make great pets for city dwellers; 
most are content to live in small spaces, 
passing the day asleep on a bed or 
couch, waking for meals and litter box 
use.  They don’t need to be walked 
outside and they are a great source of 
love and companionship.  Philadelphia 
offers many rescue groups and 
shelters that can help you select and 
adopt a life-long friend.  PAWS, the 
Philadelphia Animal Welfare Society 
(phillypaws.org) and Morris Animal 
Refuge (morrisanimalrefuge.org), are 
two such organizations.  

Many indoor cats, however, find 
confined living stressful and act out 
in ways that are undesirable to their 
owners: two of the most common are 
eliminating out of the litter box and 
scratching furniture and rugs.  This 
article outlines some of the ways to 
make your indoor cat’s existence 
happy.   Because behavior problems 
can be rooted in medical causes, be 
sure to contact your veterinarian if you 
are concerned about your cat.

Think inside the box
Excellent litter box hygiene is essential 
for curtailing inappropriate urination 
and defecation.  Cats are fastidious, 
and may choose to avoid using an 
unkempt box.  Eliminating out of the 
box is not a spiteful behavior but 
may be, in the cat’s mind, the best 
alternative. Removing waste daily is 
recommended.  

Make sure you have enough litter boxes 
for the number of cats in your home.  
Veterinarians recommend the number 
of litter boxes equals the number of 
cats plus one (e.g., two cats demand 
three boxes).  Lastly, choosing a litter 

that is acceptable to your pet can be 
achieved by trial and error.  Most cats 
prefer a low dust, unscented clumping 
litter.  

Scratching
Cats are natural scratchers; scent-
marking glands in their paws 
announce to the world that a 
particularly well-upholstered couch 
or loveseat belongs to them.  Their 
owners, however, may take exception.  
There are some interventions that 
may be helpful to curb this habit.  A 
scratching post, which can be placed 
either near or distant from a couch, 
may be an effective alternative option.  
Strategically deposited catnip may 
lure your cat towards the desired 
spot.  Regular clipping of your cat’s 
claws may also deter scratching.   
Additionally, clear tape applied at the 
arms of a couch is offensive to cats 
and can turn them off from scratching 
your furniture.  

Vertical space
Outdoor cats climb trees to get away 
from predators, chase birds and other 
small prey and get some alone time.  
Indoor cats need a similar escape.  A 
homemade or purchased cat tree is 
a great way to offer your indoor cat 
the vertical escape she needs.  This 
multi-level structure with comfortable 
places to sleep and play is one of 
the remedies for reducing stress and 
undesirable behavior in a small city 
dwelling.  

Food, shelter, litter boxes, and love 
can change the life of an unwanted 
animal.  Consider adding a cat to your 
home and you will be rewarded with 
unconditional friendship and love.

KEEPING YOUR  
INDOOR CAT Happy

BY BARRIE YALLOF, DVM

W W W . F I R E B A L L P R I N T I N G . C O M



GENERAL MEETINGS AND GRAFFITI CLEANUP
• Thank you to Natuzzi Italia and MIRA Properties for inviting 

us into the gorgeous space at 321 South Street to discuss 
the future of South Street at our January General Meeting. 

• Thank you to Lt. Goodson and Sgt. Spriggs from the 
Philadelphia Police Department for leading our February 
General Meeting focused on Public Safety. 

• This winter, QVNA engaged the services of Graffiti Removal 
Experts, LLC to do an initial/pilot cleanup project. See the 
before & after on our Instagram account. 

• Learn more about development, zoning and architecture 
at our General Meeting on Thursday, March 17 at 7:30pm. 
(Location TBD.)

• In advance of the Primary election, neighbors may look 
forward to an informative discussion on politics and 
government affairs at our General Meeting on Thursday, 
April 21 at 7:30pm. (Location TBD.)

SWEEP YOUR STOOP

As part of Philly Spring Cleanup Day on Saturday, April 9, 
2016, the Quality of Life committee encourages all residents 
to get outside and "Sweep Your Stoop!" Join your neighbors 
between 9am and 2pm to sweep up litter, residual winter salt 
and leaves. What's collected (bagged) may be dropped off to 
centralized locations (to be confirmed late March/early April 
in the QVNA e-newsletter) for pickup and disposal. During 

this time, recycling bins will also be available for pickup at 
Weccacoe. 

SHOWCASE YOUR HOME OR BE A DOCENT IN 
“DESIGN QUEEN VILLAGE” THIS SPRING

Queen Village Neighbors Association is partnering with the 
South Street Headhouse District to host Design Queen Village: 
A Home and Design Tour on Saturday, May 14, 2016 from noon 
to 4pm. Explore design and decor during this self guided tour of 
homes and businesses in Philadelphia’s oldest neighborhood.

Showcase Your Home - Do friends and neighbors always 
compliment you on your home? Have you just done a 
renovation that you’d like to show off? Or do you need an 
absolute deadline to finish a house renovation project? If 
so, consider the possibility of putting your home on Design 
Queen Village this spring.

Be a Docent - Docents are assigned to a two-hour shift at 
a residence and share information about the architecture, 
design, and history of the home. Notes will be provided to 
docents in advance of the event. Docents will be able to take 
the tour for free before or after their shifts.

To put your home on the tour or to volunteer as a docent, 
contact info@qvna.org or (215) 339-0975.

THE VOICE OF THE VILLAGE 

classifieds
DOG TRAINING

PATRICIA BENTZ CDBC, CPDT-KA, CNWI
K-9 Training & Behavioral Therapy 
In-home: puppy & behavior consultations,  
obedience/CGC training. K9 Nose Work group class

Queen Village, Philadelphia;
http://www.k-9training.org

pabentzz@gmail.com 
215.551.5254

GRAPHIC DESIGN

MELISSA STITES
Freelance Graphic Designer 
http://www.cargocollective.
com/melissastites 

thisismelissastites@gmail.com 
856.466.5569

27march  2016

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

MARV FACTOR
• Managed Construction since 1983 
• Condo Management since 2006 
• 43 years as trial attorney 
• Expertise w/ Condo Docs, Property 
   Rights & Legal Docs
• Works primarily in Center City 

mfactor@condopropertymanagement.info 
215.370.4231



28 march  2016

Well-behaved pets live with well-informed owners. 
Get off to the right start by learning how to encourage your pet’s best behaviors.

Call 215-514-0090

carolsiegrist@me.com
dogtraininginthecity.com

fb.com/dogtraininginthecity

Serving the Metropolitan 
Philadelphia Area, Northern 

Delaware, & Southern New Jersey

Problem solving and behavior modifi cation
Anxiety and fear-based behaviors including separation anxiety, 
human and animal aggression, reactivity to environmental 
stimuli, resource guarding
Specialty group classes 
(Reactive Dog Workshop, “Perfect Pittie” class)
Basic training in household manners
Polite leash walking
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Somehow we blinked and Kindergarten 
is more than halfway over. Our son, 
Noah, has lots of new friends, great 
teachers who really understand him, 
a bunch of new skills (including some 
sweet dance moves), a variety of new 
interests (perhaps passions), and even 
some new words – in Spanish.  He 
suddenly seems taller, more mature, and 
shockingly competent, while still being a 
6-year old who loves to play sports and 
run around like a nut. 

It is hard to believe that at this time 
last year, we were overwhelmed with 
stress over choosing a school, and 
investigating every possible option - 
from private, to charter, to public - and 
even (momentarily) considering leaving 
the neighborhood and city lifestyle 
we fell in love with when we moved to 
Queen Village 8 years ago. If only we 
had known then what we know now.

Last year, we learned the vital importance 
of going to visit our neighborhood 
schools to make an informed choice.  Our 
Queen Village schools are bucking 
the conventional (and misinformed) 
wisdom regarding public education in 
Philadelphia.  Seeing this firsthand at 
Nebinger is simply amazing. 

All of our Nebinger kids receive a 
wonderful education. Our teachers have 
the skills and passion to successfully 
differentiate lessons so that every single 
student is engaged, challenged, and 
growing. Our teachers guide art projects, 
music class, science projects, Odyssey 
of the Mind, reading challenges, choir, 
chess clubs, and many many more 
activities that provide opportunities to 

learn. Our kids run around in a green and 
beautifully painted school-yard (soon 
to be renovated to include additional 
play space and an outdoor classroom, 
among other improvements), letting 
their imaginations and legs run wild. 

Seeing the diversity of our school 
through the eyes of our son is remarkable. 
It reinforces for us that we, as adults, 
were not born with the prejudices that 
we often carry with us. Nebinger is 
diverse in every way imaginable: race, 
ethnicity, economics, language and 
more.  So many of us did not grow up 
with the shared cultural experience that 
our children can have at a school like 
Nebinger.  Rather, we have learned in 
our lives to be closed off, to be fearful 
or suspicious, and to isolate ourselves. 
Today, our son is having an incredibly 
rich experience that we could only have 
hoped for, and our daughter will too in 
a few years.  From this he is changed, 
we are changed, and our community is 
changed.  For the better.  

While we are thrilled beyond our 
expectations, real challenges remain. 
The state's destruction of the district's 
budget over the past several years has 
forced our principal and teachers to 
become very creative in making sure 
our kids have the resources they need. 
The food (as with all Philadelphia public 
schools) is unappealing and unhealthy, 
and while we pack lunches, some cannot 
afford to do so. There should be a full-
time rather than a part-time nurse, as 
well as a librarian rather than volunteers. 
Some things that should be considered 
basics in every school – like Nebinger’s 
incredibly robust art, music and science 

programs - we feel fortunate to have due 
to our great leadership and engaged 
community group. But we know it’s 
not the case at every school. This is not 
utopia. 

Rather, this is reality. And the reality for 
our family is that we made a fantastic 
decision.  Our son's days, between 
school and afterschool, are lived within 
four blocks of our house with kids from 
our community. This is balanced by 
the fact that Nebinger has opened the 
world to him, through education and 
his increased desire to learn, of course, 
but also through his shared experience 
with his classmates, and the cultures, 
languages, challenges, and successes 
of his and their lives. He finds joy in and 
learns  from everyone he encounters at 
our school.  

Nebinger and the school community we 
joined as a family make us love living in 
the city and Queen Village even more 
than we thought possible. The energy 
and joy we experience everyday from 
our principal, our teachers, our friends, 
our son's friends, and our community 
groups make this vibrant neighborhood 
a better place to live. Our school reflects 
our neighborhood and our lives, and we 
feel more a part of our community than 
ever before.  This is life in Philadelphia in 
2016 and we love it!

Kindergarten registration is now open. 
Come see Nebinger and all that our 
wonderful neighborhood school has 
to offer. Meet Principal Brown and her 
extraordinary team. This jewel of a 
school may very well be right for you 
and your family!

ONE TEAM;  
ONE PLANET:  

LIVING DIVERSITY AT NEBINGER
BY BEN SCHINDLER
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Amy Shelanski, R E A LTOR®

c.  215.983.1414  |  o.  215.625.3650  |  f.  215.625.4721
ashelanski@spaceandcompany.com
amy.searchphillylistings.com
spaceandcompany.com
2200 Walnut Street, Philadelphia PA 19103

LET THEM  
EAT PIE.

Call me to discuss your real estate goals over a slice — my baking  
skills are almost as fierce as my negotiation skills.

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

QVNA One Third Square PRINT.pdf   1   2/10/16   10:33 AM

 

 

3rd and Pine St. 
215.925.5968 
stpetersphila.org 

 
9 a.m. Worship service 
9 a.m. Children’s service 
10 a.m. Adult education 
11 a.m. Worship service with 
music 
 

 
  

Join Us on Sundays 

synergyhomecare.com
(267) 499-4700

Companionship
Homemaking

Medication Reminders
Meal Preparation

Personal Care
Running Errands

Respite Care
Trained & Insured

Background Checked

N o w  S e r v i n g  Y o u r
Philadelphia Neighborhood

Call for your FREE
C.A.R.E. Assessment.
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P A G E 6 S O C I E T Y H I L L Reporter

215. 886. 6111 | Oreland, Pa
215. 725. 3637 | Philadelphia, Pa
215. 572. 6937 | Fax
www.libertytreecare.com

Mike Duffy
Certified Arborist
PD-1766A



9 0 %  o f  o u r  b u s i n e s s  c o m e s  f r o m  f r i e n d s  t e l l i n g  f r i e n d s !     

  February 2016  
Kathy - 215-850-3842 

Patrick - 215-266-1537 

Www.conwayteam.com 

January  2014

 

KATHY, PATRICK AND THE 
         CONWAY TEAM 

                                                    DID YOU KNOW! 
I lived in Queen Village my entire life   (HOW FORTUNATE).   Most of the Quality of Life and wonderful things we enjoy in 
our neighborhood today….. Didn’t Just Happen….They are the direct results of many - many - Queen Village Residents who 
rallied to fight the CITY, STATE & PENNDOT. 
 
In 1972.. the Neighborhood Preservation Coalition organized to stop what the City State  & PennDOT wanted to do to our 
neighborhood…. How about 3 Exit Ramps on Front Street @ Lombard, South & Bainbridge...…..JUST IMAGINE           
WE WON!    Stopped the ramps,  Stopped the Billboards (20 Applications)   and Stopped the Crosstown Expressway.  
We also negotiated and WON Sound Barriers and the Sound Barrier Park (the great park from Christian to Lombard Streets 
which many of us enjoy today)….IT GOES ON AND ON.….NOTHING CAME EASY.  I was proud to be apar t of this 
distinguished group who fought so hard so that we can enjoy what we have today. 
 

A little bit of my background…..From 1976 to 1986... I worked as a Community Organizer - Social Worker & Queen Village 
Crier Editor ... In 1986 I star ted my Career in Real Estate, 30 years later  I am still with the same Company.  
 

SO…..I believe there is no other Agents who Know, Loves and  Sells Queen Village as much as Myself and my Son Patrick. 
 
SO…...If you need to Move…...CALL US…...or if you want to Live in the Best Neighborhood…...CALL US       

S i n c e  t h e  L a s t  I s s u e  w e  P u t  U n d e r  C o n t r a c t  &  S O L D  o v e r  2 6  H o m e s !  

    700 S 7th St (commercial) - $3000                                    110 Kenilworth St - 4/2 - $2300 
   102 Fitzwater St - 2/1 - $1650                                             748 S 4th St - 2/1 - $1699                            1626 S 13th St - 5/1  - $2500 
   705 S 5th St (coming soon) - 1,2 or 3 BR From $1800     301 Race St #310 - Studio/1 - $1350                                           
   1601 Spring Garden #215 - 1/1 - $1250                             790 S Front St - 2/1 - $1700 
   1130 S Front St - 1st Floor - 2/1 - $1750                           212 Brown St - American Lofts - Starting at $1575 

 
                   246 Fitzwater St PH 
Take a relaxing 80 minute train ride to NY 
and save millions of dollars by buying this 
Chelsea/Tribeca/SOHO LOOK A LIKE. A 

true NY Loft w/ a million dollar view. 
Q.V., 2600 sq ft corner penthouse condo, 
13 ft ceilings, 10-5x10 windows surround, 

total flexible space, elevator bldg. w/ 
parking + super location.  

                      $1,300,000  

  200 Locust St 10F 
Society Hill Towers! North Tower! 

Fabulous Unit, to Die for Kitchen, 
Beautiful Bath, Hardwood Floors,  

Floor to Ceiling Windows Surround & 
Dead on River Views 

RED $319,900 
 

717 Columbus Blvd #712 
DOCKSIDE!  

Wonderful North Facing Studio! 
Pristine! Great River Views, 

Terrace, Hrwd Flrs, Terrific Kit 
& BA, Garage Prkg, Concierge, 

Gym & Swimming Pool.  
$259,000  

700 S 7th St 
Commercial Rent $3000 a 
Month or Build a Terrific 4 

Story Commercial 1st Floor & 3 
Story Home atop with a Roof 
Deck. Zoned - Permitted & 
Ready to Build. $385,000 

1101 Washington Ave 
#717 

New York Style Loft! 
Bi Level Condo w/ 2 BR 2 BA, 

18 Ft Ceilings, Hardwood Floors 
& 1 Car Garage Parking. 

$445,000 
 

337 S 12th St #1A 
Franklin Manor Condominiums 
Beautiful Bi Level 1 BR + a 2nd 
BR or Sep In-law/Office/Study 
w/ Full BA, Hrwd Flrs, Private 
Patio Space & Common Rf Dk. 

$324,900 

856 S Front St 
A Beautiful Designers Home! 

3 BR+ Family Room, + 
Office, 1.5 Baths, Fireplace, 
Patio, Balcony, Deck, Mere-
dith Catchment + Monthly 

Parking. RED $689,000 

 
826 S Front St 

Queen Village,, Eclectic Gem, 
Runs Street to Street, 100 Ft 

Deep, 3300 Sq Ft, Garage, Fp, 
Hrwd Flrs, 4+ Bedrooms + Art 
Studio, Great Kitchen + Viking/

Bosch, Gorgeous Garden + 
Garage. Meredith Catchment. 

$1,100,000 

305 Gaskill St 
Society Hill! Super Contemporary - 

Stunning - Design - Light & Space. 2 
Bedrooms + Lg Den, 2 Fab European 

Baths, Slate & Hardwood Floors + 
Impressive, Peaceful Japanese Garden. 

$564,000 

842 S American St A 
QV! 3 Story Condo 

2 Bedrooms + Den, 1.5 Baths, 
Hardwood Floors, Exposed Brick, 
Wood Burning Fireplace, Lovely 

Garden, Deck, Parking & Meredith 
Catchment. $369,900 

125 Christian St 
Queen Village! Historically Certified! 

Nice Corner Property. Mixed Use. 
Multi Unit. Endless Potential.  

2000 Sq Ft +/-, 18 x 73. 
Needs Work. 
$450,000 

219 Montrose St 
A Lovely Traditional Home. 

Beautiful Floors, Large Rooms, High 
Ceilings, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, Pretty 

Garden & in the Sought after Nebinger 
School.  $369,000 

428 Catharine St 
A 2.5 Story Lovely Colonial Home! 
2 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, Hardwood 

Floors, Kitchen w/ Granite Countertops 
& SS, Garden, Deck & 

Meredith Catchment. Great Block! 
$444,900 

REDUCED 

745 S Randolph St 
Aka 746-48 E Passyunk Ave 

WHY RENT!  
Own Private Entrance. 2 BR, 

Hrwd Flrs, Fireplace, Gorgeous 
Kitchen & Community Roof deck. 

$229,900 

314 Butler St 
(314 S Clarion St) 

A Charming 1300 Sq Ft Home! 
Architecturally Pleasing! 2  

Bedrooms, 2 Baths, Hardwood 
Floors, Fireplace, Garden & Deck. 

$379,000 

4515 Sansom St 
University City! 

Porch Front Home features 3 
Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths,  

Hardwood Floors, Fireplace, 
Garden & Parking. $399,900 

REDUCED 

620 Christian St A 
Perfect & Efficient New York 
Style Loft in a Lovely gated 

Community. Open, Spacious & 
Dramatic, 20’ Ceilings, 3 BR, 2.5 
BA, Fp, Flexible Space + Garage 

$725,000 

SOLD! 

210 Spruce St 
A True Jewel! Circa 1830.  

A Large Corner Property w/ Attached parking 
& a Lovely Large English Garden w/ Fountain. 
77 Ft Deep, 3 BR & Huge Family Room, 2.5 

Beautiful Baths, 5 Fireplace’s & Restored 
Wood Floors. A True Period Perfect Restored 

Property, Pristine Condition. 
$1,199,000 

PENDING 

725-27 E Passyunk Ave 
Designer Architects Home (enough said)! 

Double Property with Garage. Lovely 
Details. Many Architectural features. 2 

BR + a Library, 2.5 Beautiful Marble BA, 
Hardwood Floors, Skylights, Garden & 

Meredith Catchment. $659,000 

SOLD! 

327 Pemberton St 
Queen Village! Gated Courtyard! 

Lovely 3 Bedrooms, 2 Bath Home with 3 
+ Fireplaces, Architectural Details, 

Hardwood Floors, 2 Gardens + 
Meredith Catchment. 

$449,000 

SOLD! SOLD! 

1422 S Front St 
Terrific Development Opportunity in the 

Hot Pennsport Area! 
Land Sq Ft is 14,100 - Lot Size is 143 
Wide x 100 Deep - Street to Street -  

2 Street Frontages - Fabulous Opportunity 
for Residential Development. $2,000,000 

115 Catharine St 
Terrific large Family Home with 
garage in Meredith Catchment - 
features over 3000 Sq Ft, Large 

Rooms, High Ceilings, 3 Bedrooms + 
Large Den, Fireplace, 2.5 Baths, 

Hardwood Floors T/O + a Lg Deck/
Garden. $899,900 

SOLD! 

413 S 12th St 
Extra Wide Corner Property! 
Wonderful Corner Property with 

Parking - Extra Wide, 3 Bed-
rooms, 2 Baths, Hardwood Floors, 

Fireplace, Garden & Deck. 
$650,000 

SOLD! 

238 Queen St #5 
Queen Village! 

Under $300,000 with Garage, 2 
Bedrooms, 2 Baths, Hardwood 
Floors, Meredith Catchment + 
Garden & Balcony. $299,900 

SOLD! 

709 Pemberton St “Rear” 
Carriage Mews! 

A Gated, Peaceful Courtyard w/ Private 
Entrance and a Garage, 2 BR + Den, 2.5 

BA, Hardwood Floors,  Fp, Beautiful 
Custom Woodworking Details T/O, Deck & 

Meredith Catchment.  $579,000 

REDUCED 

SOLD! 

SALE OR RENT 

811 Addison St “B” 
Washington Square 

A Lovely Upper Unit. 2  
Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1150 Sq Ft 

with Parking. 
$499,900 

755 S 3rd St 
A Terrific Tri Level Condo 
1344 Sq Ft, 3 Bedrooms,  

2.5 Baths, Fireplace & Meredith 
Catchment. 
$399,000 

SOLD! 

717 S Columbus Blvd #507 
Dockside! 

Lovely Pristine North Facing Unit. 
1304 Sq Ft, 2 BR, 2 BA, Hardwood Floors 

T/O, Terrace & Garage Parking. 
Incredible Amenities, Concierge, Gym & 

Swimming Pool. $479,000 
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WWW.CONWAYTEAM.COM 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION & A LIST OF OUR INVENTORY,  
PROFESSIONAL PHOTOS, OPEN HOUSES & VIRTUAL TOURS 
 

Kathy@conwayteam.com  -  Patrick@conwayteam.com 
Society Hill Office  - 530 Walnut St #260, Philadelphia, PA 19106  

Main: 215-627-6005     Kathy: 215-850-3842      
Patrick 215-266-1537 


