
QVNA Community
Parking Lot

Only $85 per month!
(Enter on Christian Street between Front

and Columbus Boulevard)

Call 215 569-8400, ext 4660

Continued on page 2

President’s message

Waterfront update

By Jeff Rush, QVNA President
A meeting of the “working committee” of
the Delaware River Waterfront Corp
(DRWC) was held on 10/4/10. By way of
background, the DRWC is currently
engaged in planning for the development of
6 miles of the waterfront from Oregon to
Allegheny Avenues. Included is a park
every 1/2 mile as well as a multi-use
continuous trail. Special attention is being
paid to ecological considerations including
wetlands restoration on the south end.

This process of triggering the transfor-
mation of the riverfront will be very
expensive and take place in stages over
several decades. Only about 5% of the
entire stretch is publicly owned and current
planning deals primarily with that.  It is
hoped the public improvements will set the
stage for development of the 95% of the
privately owned acreage.

The plan being formulated is built on
the precepts of the PennPraxis vision and
seeks to reconnect the river to the city side
with a series of 20 key streets that either do
or will reach the water side of the corridor.
In our area these include Reed, Tasker,
Washington, Christian, South, Dock, Walnut
and Market Streets. The thinking is that to
develop the waterfront you must first
provide access.  This seems fairly obvious
but the lack of that access has helped stymy
multiple attempts at redevelopment since
I95 tore through the area. Other negative
factors such as lack of pedestrian amenities,
public transportation and traffic enhance-
ments are addressed in the plan.

The plan shuns high rise towers (which
are considered economically infeasible) for
dense residential town house and commer-
cial/retail development in clusters around
the access streets noted in the paragraph
above. Use of Front Street is liberal
especially between South and Market
Streets. A bridge at South Street would be
constructed over Columbus Blvd. to the
riverside as a first step in developing the
seventeen acres at Penn’s Landing and
adjacent boat basin.

No mall retail or significant office
space is envisioned for Penn’s Landing,
rather, food and beverage operations, a
park, several six to eight story boutique
hotels as well as low rise residential are
envisioned. Eventually, a cover will be
constructed to complete the existing cover
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Queen Village without Inter-
state 95 cutting through it?
For anyone who moved to the
neighborhood after 1979, it’s
hard to imagine. Yet, for the
300 plus years of Queen
Village’s rich history, there was
no interstate— just houses,
streets, wharves, and land
sloping down to the river’s
edge. Then in the mid-1950s
came the big push for interstate
highways (and Congress’
pledge of 50% funding for such
projects).

Richardson Dilworth,
Philadelphia’s mayor at the
time, expressed support for an
interstate highway to be built
between Front and Third Streets
and was loudly booed by some
1,500 South Philadelphia
residents. That wasn’t enough
to stop the highway, but
protests and negotiations
resulted in a shift of the

Continued on page 7

interstate one block east from Second Street to the Front Street corridor. Demolition,
involving entire blocks of homes, began east of Front Street in 1967, some six years
before any actual construction started.

In 1968, Queen Village was declared part of an “Urban Renewal Area” bounded by
interstates on four sides (Schuykill Expressway on the west, I-95 on the east, Vine Street
Expressway on the north and the Crosstown Expressway on the South —to be built along
the South Street Corridor). After many organized protests and heated opposition, the
Crosstown Expressway was defeated in 1972. Was that the end? Not yet.

I-95 was not only to be a north-south freeway, but ramps were planned to exit at
Lombard Street, South Street, Bainbridge, and more, to provide access to the city. This
nightmare scenario led to the formation of the Neighborhood Preservation Coalition
(NPC) in 1972, in which Queen Village Neighbors Association, Society Hill, Elfreth’s

QVNA General Meeting
Thursday, October 21, 7:30 pm

St. Philip Neri
218 Queen Street

Updates and latest information
Check the website calendar for agenda
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Meeting your real estate needs with professional excellence!

Michele Golembeski, R.N.
Realtor Associate

Voicemail (215) 922-3600 Ext: 325
Cell: (215) 850-9227

E-Mail: mgrealtor@comcast.net
226 South Street • Philadelphia, PA 19147
215-922-4200 • Fax: 215-922-7774

ABRAHAM PLANNING SERVICES

Bill Abraham, CRPC
Chartered Retirement Planning Counselor

Effective, “stress-free”
retirement investment strategies

Call: (866) 269-3564 or visit: www.Abraham-PS.com

at Walnut Street. A hotel is also envisioned on the parking lot at
South Street.

Presenting enormous opportunities for development in our
area are the Sheet Metal Workers Union site and surrounding
acreage, the Coast Guard Station and Piers 38 and 40 at Christian
Street which are currently being used for paper and other storage
and a U Haul It truck rental operation.

Look for the public rollout of the “Master Plan”on October 18
and Public Forum #3 which will occur on Tuesday, October 19
from 6:30 to 8:30 pm at the Festival Pier.

CASINO UPDATE
Sugarhouse
Sugarhouse Casino opened on September 23rd and is currently
operating 24/7 with 1,500 slots and 40 table games. No problems
from traffic have been reported in our area but this will be closely
monitored especially as the retrofit of I95 and the Girard Avenue
interchange moves forward. Sugarhouse expects to construct a
multi-level garage to replace on-site surface parking which will
enable them to greatly increase the number of slots and table
games available for players. No doubt additional development will
also occur in that area so it remains to be seen what impacts evolve
over time.

Foxwoods
October 6 will have come and gone by the time you read this
article. That date was yet another deadline for Foxwoods with the
PA Gaming Board. Foxwoods once again needs to show it can
deliver what so far has been elusive for the star-crossed partnership
– a viable plan to open a casino with 1,500 slots at Delaware and
Reed Streets by December 31, 2012. Foxwoods apparently is about
to, or will have, signed an agreement with Harrah’s Entertainment
to operate a second waterfront casino at the Reed Street site, which
has been subject to intense neighborhood opposition and now
strongly rejected by the Inquirer in recent editorials.

We can only hope that The Gaming Board took the advice of
the Inquirer and once and for all relegated this ill advised
casino project to a footnote in the history of waterfront
development.

Lt. McShea To Retire
It is with gratitude and sadness that I must report the retirement of
Gerry McShea from the Police Department as of October 22. The
Lieutenant ran the South Street detail for the last several years and
his service was exemplary. We wish Gerry well in all future
endeavors.

Candidates Night
Other than the endless stream of political advertisements on TV
there has been a noticeable lack of contact between the Gubernato-
rial and Senate candidates and the public, especially in Philadel-
phia. Therefore, QVNA is working with many of the other area
civics to try and schedule a candidates night for late this month,
hopefully, on the date of our regularly scheduled, October 21
meeting.

If we are able to sucessfully overcome scheduling conflicts we
will announce the time, date and meeting place for this event
by email and on the QVNA website.
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FROM CARLA PUPPIN
QUEEN VILLAGE NEIGHBORS ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Sustaining the Neighborhood
“Sustainability”—it’s the buzz word right now on the national
and local level. What about at the neighborhood level? How
might Queen Village become more “sustainable”? In many ways,
Queen Village already has aspects of a sustainable  community in
place. Residents can walk, take the bus, or ride bicycles within
the neighborhood , to the rivers, or into Center City. Three com-
munity gardens provide the opportunity for a number of residents
to grow some of their own vegetables. QV Tree Tenders plants
trees through the state-funded TreeVitalize Project.

But there are many other ways to promote sustainability at the
neighborhood level. Neighbors on a block might work together to
get solar panels installed at a reduced cost. Others might organize
to have compostable matter picked up. We might organize neigh-
borhood-wide to get leaves picked up for composting. Other pos-
sibilities are out there.

QVNA Board member Ed Bell and I are hosting a
“Sustainability Interest” meeting 7:30 pm, October 20, at the
Weccacoe Playground building (400 block of Catharine Street).
If you are interested in any aspect of sustainability—from solar
panels to composting, tree planting and care,  or anything else, we
invite you to come to the meeting. We’ll collect ideas, get names
down, and go from there.  If you are interested, but can’t make it
that evening, email me in the office info@qvna.org and let me
know your specific interests.

Since late 2003, QVNA has contracted with a local company,
LRC Services, to pick up litter once a week on sidewalks and
curbs for all the north-south streets, including Moyamensing and
Passyunk Avenues, from Bainbridge to Washington Avenue,
and,from Front to the east side of 6th. LRC’s litter pickup is about
2000 bags a year—approximately 31,000 pounds of litter. QVNA
spends $15,000 a year for this weekly service. Senator Farnese
has made it possible for QVNA to apply for a $5,000 grant from
the state that will help offset the cost of the clean-ups but we need
your help. If you like this program, please show your tax deduct-
ible appreciation by making a contribution to the cleanup fund
(See fundraising coupon on page 6.)

Visit the Free Library bookstore
Get monstrous savings and indulge your inner (or outer) child at
The Next Page, Friends of the Free Library bookstore, located at
722 Chestnut Street. October features seasonal programs and 20%
off gently-used mysteries, thrillers, and children’s books. Every-
one is invited to stop in often. Open Monday through Saturday,
10 am to 6 pm. Sit, read, browse, and chat. Call 215-925-0722 for
program details.

QV’s restaurant scene has new faces
Adsum, “a refined neighborhood bistro” is now open at the corner
of 5th and Bainbridge with Chef Matthew Levin (formerly of
Lacroix receiving four bells from Craig Laban) at the helm in the
kitchen. Shank’s Original Pier 40, an Italian Market tradition for
nearly 50 years, is now on the waterfront at Pier 40, 901 S. Co-
lumbus Blvd, Christian Street and S. Columbus Blvd. Queen Vil-
lage residents Phil McFillin, Lou Farlow, and Joseph Tropea
teamed with the original owner Evelyn Perri to re-open at Pier 40.
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Zoning Code Commission releases
drafts of new zoning code
By Mike Hauptman, Chair, QV Zoning Committee;

Member, Crosstown Coalition

The Zoning Code Commission, which has been working for over
a year to revise Philadelphia’s outdated and cumbersome zoning
code, has released the Consolidated Draft for review and com-
ment. The 438-page volume combines the three Modules, which
have had been released individually over the past several months,
and provides a comprehensive look at a new zoning code for the
city. The Queen Village Neighborhood Conservation District, still
the only such overlay in the city, is included in the new code and
has survived substantially intact.

Queen Village Neighbors Association has joined the Cross-
town Coalition, a federation of community groups from many
areas of the city that has been reviewing the modules, meeting
with the Commissioners and providing comments.  Many of our
concerns have been addressed as the modules have been revised,
including important issues of the role of neighborhood associa-
tions in the variance process, and who has standing to testify at
Zoning Board hearings.

At the latest meeting with the Commissioners following the
release of the Consolidated Draft, the Coalition asked for ad-
equate time to review the draft, made comments about uses in
zoning districts that were not previously allowed under the
current code and questioned some of the new code’s formatting
and graphics. The Commissioner’s assured us that adequate time
will be granted for review, and that they welcome comments and
further discussion.

The new code, besides consolidating zoning districts and
modifying uses, presents a much more graphic format of charts,
diagrams and fonts in an attempt to make it more user-friendly.
The electronic version contains many hyperlinks that will make
cross-referencing easier. You can read the entire draft at http://
www.zoningmatters.org
Click on www.zoningmatters.org/files
Draft%20Consolidated%20Code%20(Sep%208%202010)_0.pdf”
Draft Consolidated Code (September 2010).

Has a new resident moved onto your block?

Let the Welcoming Committee know !

Contact Charles at schmittcr@comcast.net
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May we bring some
color to your home or office?

R. CHOBERT
PAINTING & PAPERHANGING
641 Reed Street, Philadelphia

(215) 389-7788
CREATING BEAUTY SINCE 1967

         Pa License #PA031988

With the help and continued support of Michael’s Brick Pointing,
the Friends of Beck Park (2nd & Beck Streets) completed work
that was paid for by a $10,000 Pennsylvania Department of Com-
munity and Economic Development grant. Come by to see the new
bench, and sit for awhile. The grant also covered the installation of
two planting urns, and finishing a brick wall. Thanks to all!

         — Cynthia Line

Love your park and it’ll love you back
“Love Your Park,” a city-wide event sponsored by the

Pennsylvania Horticultural Society’s Philadelphia Green and the

Philadelphia Department of Parks and Recreation, is held this

year on SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13. Choose a park clean-up

below, smear on some elbow grease and come enjoy the

camaraderie of your neighbors to help beautify Queen Village.

FRIENDS OF MARIO LANZA PARK CLEAN UP

9:30 am, through 2 pm-general clean-up, possible tree and shrub
trimming-coffee courtesy of Java Co.-pizza/beverages for the
crew at lunch-contact Lisa Mell @ 215-922-3663 to volunteer.

SHOT TOWER

Friends of Shot Tower will have a clean-up and bulb planting in
the morning. The group also ordered extra compost. Any home
gardener can pick up some compost on November 13 at the
corner of Front and Carpenter Streets.

Calling all ghosts and goblins!
SHOT TOWER FALL FESTIVAL is a free event, 10 am-2 pm,
Saturday, October 30. Food and drinks, a Bounce House, mask
making, pumpkin painting, games, optional costume parade.

The FIFTH ANNUAL TODDLER HALLOWEEN PARTY is
4 - 7 pm, Sunday, October 31, in Mario Lanza Park. Come in
costume. Sponsored by Scott Abramson, Tony Moran, and Dave
O’Donnell. Candy donations appreciated.

GREAT BODINE STREET GARDEN PUMPKIN FESTI-
VAL, 5-8 pm,October 23, 914 South Bodine Street. S’mores,
urban hay rides, pumpkin carving, pumpkin treats, movies. Bring
pumpkins, pumpkin snacks and friends.
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trinity framing
701 s. 3rd st.
215.351.1600
www.trinityframing.com

719 S. Fourth Street
Philadelphia, PA 19147

Prepared Foods to Go

Vitamins & Cosmetics

Frequent Shopper
Discounts

Tel 215.922.1146
FAX 215.922.5150Natural Foods

Yes, I’d like to be an active part of Queen Village:
—  Individual $25 —  Family $40 —  Friend $100 — Benefactor $500
Make checks payable to QVNA. Mail to, or drop off, at QVNA, P.O. Box 63763, 19147

Name:  _______________________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________

Phone: ______________________________ Email:__________________________________________

Contributions may be tax deductible. QVNA Federal Tax ID # 23-2025152. Consult your tax advisor.

United Way Donor Choice helps QVNA, too! Designate Donor Choice #558
on your United Way pledge form at work.

Help Queen Village meet
the future proudly!

Zoning • Taxes • Clean & Safe Streets
New Trees • Bike Racks • Parking

Queen Village Neighbors Association works on all those fronts

and more to assure that our neighborhood remains the best place

to live in the city. Working together we can preserve what we

love while we plan and improve for the future.

COGNITIVE BEHAVIORAL THERAPY

Change your Thinking; Feel Better Fast
Effective for Stress Management, Anxiety, Depression, OCD

Stephanie Costello MSW, LCSW, CEAP
233 S. 6th St. Suite C39  Philadelphia, PA 19109

215-917-0032

stephaniecostello@yahoo.com
www.stephaniecostello.com

Coat Drive: Keep someone warm
The QVNA office is a drop-off site for “Feel the Warmth,” a non-
profit organization that collects gently-used coats to give to fami-
lies in need, homeless, and anyone who lacks winter wear. The
size, color, or style do not matter, the only importance is keeping
someone warm. If you’d like to drop off a coat, call or email the
office to arrange a time to do so.

November Elections for QVNA Board
–Second Call
 In November, elections will be held for the QVNA Board. Four
board positions are open; current board members will be running
for second two-year terms, but we encourage any residents who
are interested to run.

To be eligible to run for the Board, you must be a resident of
Queen Village and you must have attended and signed in at any
four QVNA-sponsored meetings within the year, whether a
general meeting or a committee meeting.

Your own skills and expertise, a commitment to work with
others, and your enthusiasm—it’s all part of the mix of what
contributes to a well-functioning board. What QVNA accom-
plishes cannot happen without a board that works together, that
thinks about the big and little picture.  If you are interested and
eligible (and can commit to the first Thursday of every month),
email a brief statement about yourself to info@qvna.org  (about
150 words). Please include the block on which you live.  You can
also nominate someone in writing, or from the floor at the
October general meeting. Candidates and their biographies will
be published in the November Crier before the elections on
November 18.

And a reminder to all Queen Village residents: any Queen
Village resident can vote in the November Board elections. Just
fill out a registration sheet at the October meeting or before the
election in November, and you can then vote.
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Alley and other civic groups came together to fight the  proposed
ramps. (See page 1 cartoon that appeared on the front page of the
February, 1973 Crier).

In September, 1979, when I-95 opened to traffic, the neigh-
borhood was still reeling. Not only was the highway unfinished,
but the long –promised sound barriers hadn’t even left the
drawing board. Another fight loomed to get the barriers up and
once again, loyal Queen Village residents rallied to fight.

To bring us into the present with a look into the past, come to
the QVNA Historical Preservation Committee Forum on October
26, to hear from five individuals directly involved in these years,
whether on the very personal level of seeing  friends’ homes torn
down, or as organizers who fought to have residents heard and to
preserve as much as they could in the struggle to stop the Cross-
town Expressway, the Ramps and to fight for sound barriers.

Speakers on the panel will be: Kathy Conway, third –
generation resident, QVNA staff person in the 1970s and 1980s,
and well-known realtor; Marge Schernecke, third-generation
resident and former QVNA president in the 1980s;  Dave Auspitz,
long-time resident and long-time owner of Famous Deli,  QVNA
Zoning Committee chair, and subsequently, ZBA Zoning Chair
for a number of years; Paul Levy, one-time QV resident ,QVNA
president in 1980, and currently President and CEO of Center
City District; and Conrad Weiler, one-time QV resident ,QVNA
president in the 1970s, and currently Associate Professor of
Political Science at Temple University.

It all happens at the Settlement Music School auditorium at
416 Queen Street, 7-9 pm, Tuesday, October 26. Seating is
limited, so arrive early to get a seat.

QV History Continued from page 1




