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by Bill Landy
Board member and Chair of the

QVNA Tax Committee

Over the summer, about 15,000
property owners across the City
received their notices of a change in
market value from the Board of
Revision of Taxes (BRT). Many of
these letters were sent to Queen
Village residents indicating appraisal
value increases that would result in
proposed 2010 real estate tax
increases of as much as 800%!

The increases were sporadic
and inconsistent from street to street,
and sometimes on the same street.
An application for appeal of the new
valuation has been included with
each notice letter, as well as informa-
tion regarding special provisions for
low income senior citizens. You are

strongly encouraged to exercise your right
to an appeal for relief from these onerous
increases.

Councilman DiCicco’s office wrote to
BRT Chairman Charlesretta Meade con-
cerning these appraisal increases. In the
letter, he provided details that would
actually support no increase in property
values in the upcoming year. Rather, he said
property values are decreasing. He cited the
National Association of Realtors’ estimate
“that Philadelphia’s median sales prices
have decreased by approximately 7% in the
past year. Further, since the mid-2006 peak,
sale prices have decreased by about 14%.”

DiCicco says he “will aggressively
explore legislative remedies to the Board’s
appraisal methods,” and that he is “now
forced to question the Board’s governance.”

The QVNA Tax committee is ready to

Taxation without Hesitation

By Anne Harvey
We’re just beyond the autumnal
equinox, also known as Harvest
Home, which seems an apt refer-
ence for one of the most quietly
successful ventures in the
Southwark-Queen Village (SWQV)
community garden. Fall is typically
the time of year when many gar-
deners hang up their trowels and
put their gardens “to bed.” But the

City Harvest plot shares its cool weather crops

Continued on page  5
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CASINO UPDATE
by Jeff Rush, QVNA President

The Sugarhouse Casino, slated for
location on the waterfront in Fishtown,
has apparently gotten all needed
approvals and secured its financing;
groundbreaking is set for October 8. It
is not known whether table games,
recently approved and added to the
proposed State budget will be
incorporated into this or any other
Pennsylvania casino. As this date
grows near, fresh demonstrations by
neighbors are occuring protesting
what they say will be a dramatic
increase in traffic and crime.

As previously discussed in this
column, on September 1 the
Pennsylvania Gaming Board ordered
Foxwoods back to its original site at
Delaware and Reed Streets. We were
informed that this was a distinct
possibility, and now we’re again faced
with the same concerns as our
neighbors to the north. Adding 25,000
cars to an already saturated interstate
system remains an unmitigated
prescription for big problems.

The Gaming Board laid out the
following schedule of demands
Foxwoods must follow in order to
avoid losing their license:

• As of October 1, Foxwoods had
to begin to provide monthly
written updates on its progress
with a detailed plan due on
October 15 showing how it will
provide 1500 slot machines in an
interim facility on or before May
29, 2011.

• On or before November 30,
2009, Foxwoods must submit its
plan, substantially similar to its
original submission for an interim
facility and a timeline for
commencement and completion of
all phases of development.

• No later than February 28, 2010,
Foxwoods must submit its
financing plan and letters of
commitment.

We were greatly saddened that the
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PGCB saw fit to end Foxwoods efforts to re-site, but
needless to say, this no-nonsense timetable has led some to
express doubt that Foxwoods can pull all this off in time to
save their license. City officials have privately let it be
known, however, that should they attempt to impede
Foxwoods in any way they would face contempt citations
and risk imprisonment.

Those of us who have been working to re-site these
casinos over the last several years continue to weigh the
admittedly dwindling options but continue to have the
protection of our communities at the heart of our actions
and wish to assure the residents of Queen Village and the
other waterfront communities that nothing has changed in
this regard. We will continue to keep the community
appraised as this story unfolds.

Despite the uncertainty created by riverfront casino
sitings, work is progressing on plans to upgrade the
waterfront. On October 1 there was be a public meeting to
discuss plans for Pier 11 and a new waterfront betterment
coalition met on October 6.

TAXES
As of this writing 15,000 city homeowners received
reappraisals from the Board of Revision of Taxes (BRT).
Especially hard-hit were center city neighborhoods,
including Queen Village, with some reports of
dramatically increased assessments. This will not be the
last round of increases.

Perhaps on the brighter side, there appears to be a solid
consensus in City Council for a new governing structure to
either reform or replace the BRT which is known more for
its patronage connections than for its professionalism. At
last month’s QVNA membership meeting, Councilman
DiCicco expressed an understanding of the urgency to
make these changes and is taking the lead in Council to
initiate needed reforms.

Council is considering separating the assessment and
appeal functions, the former going to the city finance
department which would hire professionals to reverse
many years of inaccurate assessments. This plan would
create a new board to handle appeals. Look for an
announcement about this very soon. Also, see a report on
page 1 of this Crier from Bill Landy, Chair of the QVNA
Tax Committee.

QVNA will host a Candidates Night at our
general membership meeting which will be held
at St. Philip Neri’s Church at at 7:30 pm,
October 15. At stake in the November 3 election
are District Attorney, Controller, and Judgeships.
We urge all Queen Village residents to attend.



Queen Village Crier 3       October, 2009

QVNA Community
Parking Lot

Only $85 per month!
(Enter on Christian Street between Front

and Columbus Boulevard)

Call 215 569-8400, ext 4660

Taxation        continued from page 1

assist, as well. Please contact us through the website if you
either need help with your appeal to the BRT or want to join
our committee.

The next QVNA Tax Committee will be meeting at 7:30
pm, Wednesday, October 14 in the Weccaco Playground
building (400 block of Catharine Street). 

New neighbor welcomed to QVNA
with a basket of goodies
By Charles Schmitt
After many months of hard work and dedication by
members of the Welcome Committee, the first Welcome
Basket was recently delivered to a new neighbor on
Hancock Street, the Flora family.  The basket contained
merchandise and special gift certificates from many local
merchants.

Mrs. Flora responded, “What a pleasant surprise to move
to Philadelphia and get an official “welcome.” Even though
we have been here only a short time, we can sense how
lucky we are to have landed in this community.”

The Welcome Committee was David O’Donnell’s idea as
a means to foster a sense of community and friendliness
among all the residents of Queen Village. He was assisted
by Co-Chairman Charles Schmitt, marvelous Barbara Seiple
and terrific Cathy Wolf (all pictured below), as well as
others not pictured.

Merchants who wish to contribute to the Welcome Basket
and neighbors who would like to help the Welcome
Committee should contact Charles Schmitt at
schmittcr@comcast.net If you have new residents on your
block, please email Charles with their name and address.
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November Elections for QVNA
Board: Second Call
In November, elections will be held for the QVNA Board-
officers and four board positions. Several of the current
officers and board members will be running for second
terms and we encourage residents who are interested to run.

To be eligible to run for the Board, you must be a
resident of Queen Village and you must have attended and
signed in at any four QVNA-sponsored meetings within the
year. That could be a general meeting or a committee
meeting.

Your own skills and expertise, a commitment to work
with others, and your enthusiasm — it’s all part of the mix
of what contributes to a well-functioning board. What
QVNA accomplishes cannot happen without board members
who work together and think about the big and little picture.

If you are interested and eligible (and can commit to the
first Thursday of every month), email a brief statement
(about 150 words) about yourself to info@qvna.org Please
include the block on which you live. You can also nominate
someone in writing, or from the floor at the October general
meeting. Candidates and their biographies will be published
in the November Crier before the elections on November 19.

And a reminder to all Queen Village residents: any
Queen Village resident can vote in the November Board
elections. Just fill out a registration sheet at the October
meeting or before the November election, and you will be
eligible to vote.

Help Queen Village meet
the future proudly!

Zoning • Taxes • Clean & Safe Streets
New Trees • Bike Racks • Parking

Queen Village Neighbors Association works on all those fronts
and more to assure that our neighborhood remains the best
place to live in the city. Working together we can preserve

what we love while we plan and improve for the future.

Name:  ______________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________

Phone: ______________________________ Email:___________________________________

—  Individual sponsor $25 —  Family Sponsorship $40

—  Friend $100 — Benefactor $500

Please make all checks payable to QVNA.

Mail to, or drop off, at QVNA, P.O. Box 63763, 19147

Contributions may be tax deductible.
QVNA Federal Tax ID # 23-2025152. Consult your tax advisor.

United Way Donor Choice helps QVNA, too!
You can also contribute to QVNA by designating Donor
Choice #558 on your United Way pledge form at work.
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City Harvest plots are still full of cool weather crops that
will be shared with other neighbors in Queen Village.

City Harvest is a collaboration among four non-profit
agencies. Prison inmates, under the PA Horticultural Soci-
ety Philadelphia Green’s direction, grow seedlings which
are later planted in community gardens. The plants are
tended, harvested and ultimately find their way to food cup-
boards all over the city. A dedicated crew of SWQV garden-
ers, headed by neighbors Ed and Janice Mitinger, has grown
hundreds of pounds of produce in dedicated plots in the
community garden to share with the residents of the Court-
yard at Riverview seniors’ high rise on South Fourth Street.

The work is a labor of love for the gardeners, but they do
not toil in anonymity. The point is not only to provide
healthy, fresh food to those who might not otherwise have
access, but to create a neighborly connection as well. Just
last month, a morning get-together in the garden provided
an opportunity for the residents and gardeners to meet. The
gardeners hope they have fostered a bond through the City
Harvest program that will grow and continue to be strength-
ened over the years.

The senior citizens of Riverview Plaza have been the most
enthusiastic consumers of City Harvest’s bounty so far.
However, the Health Promotion Council of Southeastern
PA, another partner, hopes the cooking demonstrations it
provides in the garden will attract the interest of a new gen-
eration of Courtyard residents.

City Harvest Continued from page 1



Queen Village Crier 6        October, 2009

Meeting your real estate needs with professional excellence!

Michele Golembeski, R.N.
Realtor Associate

Voicemail (215) 922-3600 Ext: 325
Cell: (215) 850-9227

E-Mail: mgrealtor@comcast.net
226 South Street • Philadelphia, PA 19147
215-922-4200 • Fax: 215-922-7774

trinity framing
701 s. 3rd st.
215.351.1600
www.trinityframing.com

May we bring some
color to your home or office?

R. CHOBERT
PAINTING & PAPERHANGING
641 Reed Street, Philadelphia

(215) 389-7788
CREATING BEAUTY SINCE 1967

         Pa License #PA031988

Jibe invites you to ‘rök-architectuur’
Jibe Design Architecture is celebrating Design Week with
an open studio. Featured are four projects completed by Jibe
Design Architecture within the last year produced as an
animated video set to an original score by artist Daniel
Whelan.

“Hard architecture is touched and seen through the
caprice of the eye’s wandering path. As designers we
continually challenge our brains to imagine and visualize
particular spaces. We experience much of our own work and
that of contemporary masters through flat screen computers,
tiny models, and glossy photographs shot from the perfect
purified angle.”

If hard architecture is “frozen music,” then this is soft
architecture, and it “röks.”

All are welcome and refreshments will be served. Monday,

October 12 from 5-10 pm at Jibe Design, 813 S. 4th Street.

Jibe Design is also participating in a group show of
twelve of Philadelphia’s most innovative architecture firms
from October 8 to 24 at the Crane Arts Building, Icebox
Gallery, 1400 N. American Street. Opening party is at 6
pm,Tuesday, October 13.

Settlement Music School’s
Fall schedule of events
The Mary Louise Curtis Branch of Settlement Music School
at 416 Queen Street offers the following events, most of
them free.

• Fuller Capanna Faculty Recital: Marisol Rampolla,
guitar. 3 pm, Sunday, October 18 FREE

• Adult Chamber Players Lecture Series: David
Sorensen, English Professor at Saint Joseph’s University.
Sorensen presents a discussion of Thomas Carlyle, one of
history’s most famous satirical writers, essayists, historians
and teachers during the Victorian era. 11:30 am, Wednesday,
Field Recital Hall, November 4 FREE

• Distinguished Alumni Recital Series with Beth Levin.
Program includes Beethoven’s Diabelli Variations and
Sonatine, by 21 year-old Philadelphia composer and
Settlement alumnus Edward (Teddy) Poll. 3 pm, Sunday,
November 8. Tickets are $20, available at the door.

• Master Class with Beth Levin, piano. 4 to 6 pm,
Monday, November 9 FREE

Call 215 320-2684 to reserve a seat or visit
www.smsmusic.org

Settlement Music School also holds performance hours
almost every Saturday at 10 am at their six branch locations,
and student recitals Saturdays and some Sundays at various
times throughout the year that are free and open to the
public Visit the School’s performance calendar page
www.smsmusic.org for full event listings.
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Catch Steve’s last look at QV’s past
Don’t miss Steve Sitarski’s final walking tour of Queen Village on
October 24.

Steve, chief of Interpretation & Visitor Services at
Independence National Historical Park, and a former Beck Street
resident, has generously shared his knowledge and love of history
with the community for the last several years, but his projected
move to California next spring will bring his tours to an end.

Everyone who has taken Steve’s tours has come away with a
deeper understanding of the neighborhood’s rich history. Thanks,
Steve, for helping us appreciate our past!

The walking tour begins inside Gloria Dei (Old Swedes)
Church at 10 am on Saturday, October 24, and ends at noon. Cost
is $15, cash or check (payable to QVNA) on the day of the tour.
Rain date is 10 am, Saturday, October 31. To reserve your spot,
call or email the office.

Come for all things pumpkin
• The Sixth Annual Great Bodine Street Garden
Pumpkin Festival occurs at 5 pm on Halloween Day,
October 31 at 914 South Bodine Street (between
Montrose & Carpenter). We’ll have pumpkin carving,
pumpkin treats, Halloween movies and make S’mores.
Bring pumpkins, pumpkin-related snacks and friends.
Come in costume.  A Halloween block party on the 900 South
block of Bodine Street. For information:
info@bodinestreetgarden.org

• 4th annual Queen Village Little Kids Halloween Event in
Mario Lanza Park. The event is for all children in costume
especially those ages between newborn and early elementary
school age. Parents should bring candy to share and their
child(ren) in costume between approximately 4:45 and 7 pm on
Saturday, October 31.

• If you want to visit a graveyard on Halloween, come to Sexton
Sideshow’s Graveyard Boo-ga-loo, 7 pm to midnight, Halloween
night, October 31, at Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church. Admis-
sion is $12 over 21; $7 under; $2 discount if in costume. Music
includes: Uke Ellington & Friends, Cobalt Blues Band and DJ
Deadly.

• On Saturday, October 24, St. Mary Interparochial School at 5th
and Locust, will celebrate its third annual Alumni Homecoming
and Harvest Hoedown from noon to 4 pm, featuring square
dancing, arts and crafts, hayrides, children’s activities including a
moonbounce, face painting, tasty treats, and a door prize. All are
welcome; cost is $10 per person. Call the school at 215-923-7522.
Or purchase tickets online at www.saintmarys.us

Pumpkinland comes to Headhouse
From 11 am to 4 pm, on Saturday, October 24, the Headhouse
Square Shambles will be transformed into Pumpkinland, with
pony rides, balloon farm animals, face painting, clowns, Hallow-
een art and crafts,bales of hay and the city’s first and largest
downtown pumpkin patch. Pumpkins of every size will be
available for purchase. The South Street Headhouse District is
working with a local farm to have a petting zoo featuring pony
rides and exotic animals such as a miniature Argentinian Llama, a
miniature Sicilian Donkey, several woolly sheep, and Indian
Fantail Doves. Events are: 11-noon, Pony Rides; 12:30, Hallow-
een Dog Costume Parade; noon-2 pm, balloon animals, 1 to 3 pm,
face painting; and 1 to 4 pm, pumpkin decorating. School of Rock
and Darlington Dance Co will perform throughout the day, and
For more information call (215) 413-3713, (215) 625-7988 or
visit www.southstreet.com




