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THE CRIER IS PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

By Janice Chorba
In 2005 the Southwark/Queen Village Community
Garden was presented with an opportunity to further
express the “Community” of its title when the
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society’s Philadelphia
Green asked garden members to participate in a
program in which Philadelphia gardens would grow
fresh produce to subsidize already established
SHARE food cupboards.

An alliance was made with the Stiffel Center in South Philadelphia. Although PHS
lost its funding for the program that year, a garden plot was planted and tended by
volunteers throughout the summer. Other garden members donated excess produce, and
by season’s end, nearly 350 pounds of fresh vegetables were delivered to the Center.

The following year, Philadelphia Green was back with new funding and energy for
an ambitious program called City Harvest, whereby prison inmates at the northeast
facility of the Philadelphia prison system would start seedlings that would then be grown
by participating community gardens, with the resulting produce delivered to seniors or
food cupboards.

A prison greenhouse was restored and inmates were selected to participate, acquiring
marketable job skills, and for some, their first contact with the pleasures of gardening and

CrierQueen Village

From a Prison Greenhouse to Seniors’ Tables
Sharing the City Harvest

Continued on page 6

Janice Chorba displays some of
the week’s pickings from the City
Harvest plot.

Casino Update
by Jeff Rush, QVNA President
Since last month when it was announced by
Governor Rendell and Mayor Nutter that
Foxwoods had agreed to consider moving
off the river, I have had the opportunity to
speak with many of you who have ex-
pressed amazement that such a move had
actually emerged as a real possibility. Re-
gardless of your feeling, pro or con about
gaming, we are ALL sharing a sense of
potential relief that the waterfront neighbor-
hoods and the riverfront itself may yet es-
cape the worst of the potential unresolved
impacts, chief of which is a projected, addi-
tional 26,000 cars a day through our neigh-
borhoods on their way to Foxwoods at
Delaware and Reed Streets.

Credit this development to your un-
ceasing opposition over the last two
years, the work of so many neighborhood
activists and ahem, “organizers,” and most
importantly, our elected officials who, fol-
lowing the lead of Councilman Frank
DiCicco, one by one came to see things our

QVNA Community
Parking Lot

Only $80 per month!
(Enter on Christian Street between Front

and Columbus Boulevard)

Call 215 569-8400
ext 4660

way. This is especially true of Rep Mike
O’Brien who early on fought the good fight
and who continues to act on our behalf,
along with Rep. Billy Keller from South
Philadelphia.

Senator Vince Fumo, amid swirling
motivational speculation, nonetheless fi-
nally, and most effectively, jarred Governor
Rendell, Foxwoods, and perhaps
Sugarhouse, into the political reality of
trying to site casinos on our waterfront. We
wish the Senator well, most importantly, in
health matters.

Mayor Michael Nutter deserves spe-
cial praise for embracing best practices and
the PennPraxis vision, as formulated by
Harris Steinberg and his staff, expert lis-
teners all, for a potential waterfront we can
all be proud of and enjoy. Since taking office

Continued on page 2

Don’t forget QVNA’s General
Membership Meeting at 7:30 pm on
October 16 at St. Philip Neri. Larry

Farnese and John Morely, Candidates
for the 1st Senatorial District, and Rep.

Michael O’Brian who is running
unopposed for re-election in our
District, will be there. I urge all

Queen Village residents to attend this
important meeting.

November Board Elections: Second call for nominations

QVNA General Meeting
Thursday, October 16, 7:30 pm

St. Philip Neri, 216 Queen Street
Candidates Night:

Meet candidates for QVNA Board and the State Senate

Four QVNA Board positions rotate every
year, as is the case this year. Elections for
those positions will be in November. Current
board members who are eligible to run for
a second term will be doing so. We also
welcome and encourage other residents
to run.

To be eligible to run you must be a
resident of Queen Village and a “member of
the Association in good standing within the
12-month period preceding the Election
meeting and have attended and signed in at
at least two additional QVNA-sponsored
meetings within that year.”

Commitment, enthusiasm, perspective,
your own skills and volunteer time—it’s all
part of the mix. What QVNA accomplishes
cannot happen without a board that works
together, that brainstorms, that thinks about
the big and little picture. If you are interested
and eligible (and can commit to the first
Thursday of every month), send or email
(info@qvna.org) a brief statement about
yourself and why you want to run for the
board. You can also nominate someone in
writing, or from the floor at the October
general meeting. The slate of candidates will
be published in the November Crier.
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in January, Michael Nutter’s impact has been nothing less than
remarkable in beginning to re-enable our City’s truly desperate
desire to become a City of the first class!

The following comments from participants in the discussion
summarizes where things are as of September 30:
Terri Gillen, Mayor Nutter’s point person on casino development
said, “the various community groups are “in different stages of trying
to figure out what Foxwoods at the Gallery would mean to them. The
groups want to know that they can weigh in, and that this is not a
done deal,” Gillen said. “We’re very much in the early stages of fig-
uring this out.”

Helen Gym, a board member of Asian Americans United (AAU),
remains as frustrated and disappointed as she was the day of the
public announcement — which was also the day that Gym found out a
casino might be moving to her neighborhood.

Of course she wants to see the plans, she said, but no matter
what the casino they depict looks like, Gym said AAU won’t give its
support unless the process comes to a halt while studies are done to
determine the impact a casino would have on the neighborhood and
the city.

“They were willing to do it for the waterfront,” she said, refer-
ring to The Central Delaware Plan, which was developed by
PennPraxis after more than a year of community and expert input.
“It’s hard to imagine they would settle for less for the very heart of
Philadelphia.”

Gym said she knows the city will do some studies, but she does
not believe Gillen that the Gallery location isn’t a done deal. She
would start to believe it, she said, if the city removed gaming revenue
from its 2010 budget.

Although NO Chinatown group has asked for membership in the
Philadelphia Neighborhood Alliance (PNA), of which, Queen Village
is a charter member, there are some delegates who are actively lobby-
ing to proactively seek that inclusion. It is important to remember that
our Alliance is not anti-casino but seeks re-siting of the two proposed
casinos off the waterfront to other, less onerous sites.

Obviously a move off the waterfront from Delaware and Reed to
the Gallery on East Market Street is controversial. At last month’s
Queen Village General Membership meeting, Councilman
DiCicco stated unequivocally that should the latest proposal from
Foxwood’s fail, it would result in the resumption of plans to site
its casino at the location already approved by the PA Casino
Gaming Commission, at Delaware and Reed Streets.

The Queen Village Board is grappling with these questions and
has endorsed the following resolution as a starting point: “The Queen
Village Neighbors Association has, as a rule, always supported ac-
cepting new groups asking for PNA membership. In the case of the
Chinatown groups, QVNA would warmly support their inclusion, if
asked, as it would with any other such request from a civic, with the
following caveat: That membership of AAU or others in PNA does
not impose a de facto acceptance or rejection of the as-yet-unde-
fined East Market Street casino proposal.

We believe that issue, should it arise, would constitute a sepa-
rate question which would need to be deliberated by each member

Continued on next page

Casino Update                            Continued from page 1

MARIO LANZA HALLOWEEN
It’s that time of the year when the temperature drops
and the leaves begin to turn color. Along with the
change comes the Fourth Annual Little Kids Halloween
Party in Mario Lanza Park October 31 beginning at
5 pm. Parents are encouraged to dress their children in costume and
come with plenty of candy to distribute. Last year we had record
attendance. We hope this Halloween will top that turnout.
Please come out and join us!  — Scott Abramson
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A Vibrant City.
A Close Community.

A Culture of Learning.

civic before being considered by PNA within the normal PNA
voting rules.

It should be understood that until there is sufficient informa-
tion available, QVNA will refrain from taking a formal position on
the potential Gallery re-siting issue, except to say we are pleased
that Foxwoods has finally shown flexibility in its search for a new
site off the River. We sincerely hope that Sugarhouse will decide to
do the same.”

I believe the above resolution accurately reflects the current
point of view of the Queen Village Membership and Board, but It
should be understood that we will continue to seek ongoing, open
dialogue on these crucial issues and will take NO position without
full consultation with the membership. Discussion will re-commence
at the October 16 General Membership meeting. Please understand
we are at the end of the beginning. While encouraged with events, we
still have a way to go before this is settled.

Neighborhood Security: We’re holding ongoing discussions with
Councilman DiCicco, his staff, ranking members of the Police De-
partment and area civic leaders and residents about how to improve
security in the neighborhood, with particular attention being paid to
the disturbances we have experienced in and around the Christian
Street corridor and adjoining streets. It is my understanding from
Captain McDowell that the 3rd District will be allotted additional
Officers from the recruits recently graduated from the Police Acad-
emy. Other issues are being investigated such as long standing prom-
ises made by the Philadelphia Housing Authority prior to the recon-
struction of the Courtyard Residences, formerly known as Southwark.

New Dog Run? Dog owners have asked about the possible use of
land adjacent to I95 for a dog run. At a recent meeting of the Inter-
state Land Management Corp I inquired as to the legality of using
that land for that purpose since it lies within a tangle of Federal and
State restrictions. I learned there is no prohibition to such a use. This
issue will be taken up in due course, and I hope we can begin to ad-
dress at least one long-term answer to meet dog owners concerns.

QVNA volunteers: We’re looking
for good people — to honor!
Volunteers, the core of a neighborhood association, give their free
time to help the community in so many ways. Some are highly
visible, but others are known only to folks on a particular block —
the person who always sweeps the sidewalks or curbs,the person who
posts extra signs to remind your block of street cleaning day.

QVNA wants to celebrate and acknowledge everyone who
volunteers in Queen Village. In the December Crier we’ll list and
thank all of you who work to make Queen Village a better place. So
send in the names of anyone you’d like to recognize. Include the
block name (e.g. 100 block Queen) and a one-line statement about
what the person does. Send pictures if you have them.

Weccacoe tennis court successes
Weccacoe Playground’s community tennis court saw an
unprecedented amount of activity this past summer. In addition to the
increasingly popular youth tennis clinic sponsored by the National
Junior Tennis League, individual use of the court increased
dramatically. Thanks to the implementation of a simple sign-in sheet,
residents can reserve an hour of court time up to three times a week.

The sign-in sheet was suggested by the newly-formed Weccacoe
Tennis Club, which first met in the spring to consider ways to
improve and maintain court condition as well as encourage more
frequent and consistent use.

Suggested future projects include pursuing improvement grants, an
adult serving clinic and a system for players to find other players of
similar ability. Anyone interested in joining the Weccacoe Tennis Club
should contact Donna Pancari at WeccacoeTennisClub@gmail.com.
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Casino Update                            Continued from page  2
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Penn’s Village matches seniors
with volunteers to provide services
Just three months old, and already Penn’s Village is making a
positive difference in the lives of Old City, Queen Village and
Society Hill neighbors who wish to remain in their homes as they
grow older or have special needs. Each month additional residents
from Old City, Queen Village and Society Hill sign up as mem-
bers and volunteers.

Thus far, spirited volunteers have assisted members with
grocery shopping, home repairs, computer support, transportation
to doctors’ appointments, daily, weekly or monthly check-ins and
miscellaneous errands, while also providing companionship. Over
95% of these various services were supplied by volunteers. We
have also hosted two enjoyable social events: a tour of Bartram’s
Gardens with a picnic lunch, and lunch at the Fairmount Water
Works.

To celebrate, Thomas Jefferson University Hospital is hosting a
“coming out” party for Penn’s Village from 5 to 7 pm, October 14 at
the Locks Gallery.

Another event, a tour of Meadowbrook Farm, will be held
October 25. Home of legendary Philadelphian, J. Liddon Pennock,
Jr., Meadowbrook is now operated by the Pennsylvania Horticultural
Society. Following a tour of the grounds, Chef Joan Putney will host
a luncheon. Cost is $35 per person. Anyone interested may come.

Consider attending these events. Reservations are requested.
Contact Tania Rorke at 215-925-7333 or info@pennsvillage.org for
more information.

Penn’s Village members determine which services are provided.
Thus far, the range of services include: Transportation (to doctors,
grocery stores or other local destinations); Convenience (pick-up
prescriptions, groceries, laundry or mail during vacations, water
plants, pet care, gift shopping, errands, etc.); Household Help (home

Continued on next page
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Help Queen Village meet
the future proudly!

Zoning • Taxes • Clean & Safe Streets
New Trees • Bike Racks • Parking

Queen Village Neighbors Association works on all those fronts
and more to assure that our neighborhood remains the best
place to live in the city. Working together we can preserve
what we love while we plan and improve for the future.

Name:  _____________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________

Phone: __________________ Email:______________________

❑  Individual sponsor $25 ❑  Family Sponsorship $40

❑  Friend $100 ❑ Benefactor $500

Please make all checks payable to QVNA.

Mail to, or drop off, at QVNA, P.O. Box 63763, 19147
Contributions may be tax deductible. QVNA Federal Tax ID # 23-
2025152. Consult your tax advisor.

Your contribution helps keep your neighborhood strong!

The United Way
Donor Choice Campaign is underway!

You can also contribute to QVNA by designating Donor
Choice #558 on your United Way pledge form at work.

WAY TO GO BECK PARK!! The
Friends of Beck Park have put a
$10,000 Department of Community
and Economic Development state grant
to good use by replacing the existing
garden retaining walls which over time
had heaved outward or broken off. The
grant funds were also used to install
brick pedestals to support marble vases
donated by Michael Garden, a former
resident of Beck Street. Beck Park
also won 3rd place in the 2008
City Gardens Contest.

repair, home safety assessments, meal preparation, paper work, bill
paying, sweep /shovel sidewalks, trash removal, computer training
and problem-solving); Information and Events (Trips, activities,
educational seminars and programs, dining groups and book clubs);
Health Support (timely access and assistance at both hospitals and
with associated physicians, in-home personal care, explanation of
benefits, information on prescriptions, exercise, personal training);
Peace of Mind (companionship, regular check-ins, advocacy).
Members call only one number —215-925-7333— to access all
services and activities.

Volunteers are vital members of the Penn’s Village team who can
choose either direct contact with members or assist behind the scenes.
Additional volunteers are always needed. Please call 215-925-7333 or
visit info@pennsvillage.org.

See what Penn’s Village can do for you. Even if currently you
don’t require any of its services, you may in the future. Consider
joining Penn’s Village so it will be here if and when you need it.
Annual membership in Penn’s Village costs $500 for individuals and
$750 for households. Charter Memberships last for two years and
include a tax-deductible donation. To learn more, please contact Tania
Rorke, Executive Director at 215-925-7333 or info@pennsvillage.org.
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working the soil. City
Harvest organizers also
provided nutrition and
cooking classes at the
food cupboards. SW/QV
Garden increased its
donations to 450 pounds
in 2006.

In 2007 the Garden
shifted its donation site

to the senior citizens at the Courtyard Apartments at Riverview,
which is so close to the garden that on Mondays some residents
keep watch to see when the veggies are being picked up for
delivery! They enjoyed nearly 700 pounds of fresh produce,
everything from tomatoes to green beans, and assorted greens.

This year has offered even more for the program participants
from both sides of the garden fence. SW/QV Community Garden
invited our senior friends of the Courtyard for two Garden
Parties. The most recent outing featured a lively food prep demo
and garden tour. Good food and conversation were enjoyed by all.

The SW/QV City Harvest Committee has already matched
last year‘s donation totals. But over time, it will be the new
Community connections that prove most gratifying for all.

Sharing the City Harvest  Continued from page 1

Welcome to Our Harvest: Above, Ed Mitinger displays produce;
below, left, Irene Scarborough and Lynne Snyder, who did food
demonstrations at the event, sample the wares.

No garden party is complete wihout something to eat. In addition
to choosing their vegetables, particpants also sampled the fare.
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Martin Bernstein
Realtor Associate
Recognized.
Respected.
Recommended.

226 South St, Phila. Pa
215 .922. 4200X316 office
215.870.0646  mobile
mbernstein@plumerre.com

Call Martin . . . Leave nothing to chance.

May we bring some
color to your home or office?

R. CHOBERT
PAINTING & PAPERHANGING
641 Reed Street, Philadelphia

(215) 389-7788
CREATING BEAUTY SINCE 1967

719 S. Fourth Street
Philadelphia, PA 19147
Prepared Foods to Go
Vitamins & Cosmetics
Frequent Shopper
Discounts

Tel 215.922.1146
FAX 215.922.5150Natural Foods

Around the Neighborhood

HARVEST FESTIVAL: St. Peter’s School will hold its annual
Harvest Festival, 11 am to 4 pm, October 25, (rain date, Oct. 26)
at the school in the 300 block of Lombard Street. Enjoy rides,
games, crafts for children, spring flowering bulbs sale, delicious
food, used book and toys sales and more. A long-standing tradi-
tion, this event is free and open to the public. All are welcome.

PRIZE FOR FRIENDS OF MARIO LANZA: Mario Lanza
Park won second prize for Small Parks in the City Gardens Contest,
sponsored by the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society. The Friends
will add fencing around the flower beds at the ends of the grass
triangles this fall, and will post fall clean-up schedules on both the
park message board and the QVNA site. We welcome all volun-
teers—that’s the key to keeping the park beautiful and inviting.

HELP US WELCOME NEW NEIGHBORS: Our Welcoming
Committee greets new arrivals with a Welcome Basket of gift cer-
tificates and information about QVNA. Join the committee and let
us know about any new neighbors on your block. Call Dave
O’Donnell at 215-339-1932.

CONGRATS TO THE BODINE STREET COMMUNITY
GARDEN, which received a first place in the City Gardens Con-
test small combined flower/vegetable garden division.

Working to get butts to butt out!
Cigarette butts — from unsightly piles of them to their toxicity and
non-biodegradable nature — rank at the top of litter problems. This
summer Keep Philadelphia Beautiful launched a cigarette litter pre-
vention campaign in areas of Philadelphia. The process included
counting cigarette butts prior to the campaign, holding educational
and awareness events, and then taking a second count. In a pre-cam-
paign count, volunteers collected some 900 butts in JFK PLaza’s
Love Park alone. Cigarette filters are a plastic compound, not cotton
as is widely believed. For more information about the campaign,
contact Keep Philadelphia Beautiful at 215-477-0235.




