
‘Your Place & Mine’  History in the Making
Share old neighborhood photos;
expand city’s historical records
This fall, neighborhood residents of South Philadelphia and Northern Liberties/
Kensington are invited to add their memories to the city’s historical record. For its
kick-off to PhilaPlace, a neighborhood
history and culture project, The Histori-
cal Society of Pennsylvania is launching
Your Place & Mine, a free fall event
series.

The workshops and history fairs
invite current and former residents to
bring old and new photographs of
neighborhood places that hold special
personal meaning, and to record their
neighborhood memories on video. These
photographs and memories will be used
by PhilaPlace and the City of Philadel-
phia Department of Records to expand
the photographic history of the city.

The Queen Village Workshop is
from 7–9 pm, Wednesday, October 17;
the History Fair is from 1-4 pm,
Saturday, November 3. Both events are
at Weccacoe Playground Building, 400 block of Catharine Street

In Northern Liberties, the Workshop is 7–9 pm, Thursday, November 1; the History
Fair is from 1–4 pm, Saturday, November 10. Both events are at St. Michael the Archan-
gel Orthodox Church, 335 Fairmount Avenue.

The first of each two-part series will introduce both new and long-time residents to
ways they can preserve community character and contribute to neighborhood history. At
Saturday history fairs in both neighborhoods in November, residents can bring contempo-
rary or historic photographs that reflect the unique and rich history of neighborhood
places. Staff from Philadelphia’s City Records Department will scan the photographs on
site. Participants will also have the opportunity to record their neighborhood memories
on video. All are invited to hear longtime residents recount some of their favorite
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at the October Meeting
Come and Participate!
Those present at the October 18 General
Meeting will be asked to vote on the proposed
change to the bylaws regarding voting
privileges (printed below). In the past, QVNA
bylaws had always linked voting privileges to
a specified minimum attendance at meetings.
For the past several years, the requirement was
attendance (documented by signing in) at any
two QVNA sponsored meetings in the
preceding year.

The QVNA Board proposes the following
amendment to the bylaws re voting privileges.
PROPOSED AMENDMENT:
“All residents of the Queen Village area are
eligible for full membership in the Association.
To be eligible, an applicant must be at least 18
years old, show proof of age and residency by
presenting proper documentation such as: a
driver’s license, birth certificate, passport,
utility bill. At time of presentation to a Board
member or an assigned representative of the
Board, the applicant will fill out an applica-
tion form with his/her name, address,
telephone number, and if appropriate, an
e-mail address. The applicant can apply at any
time during the calendar year at the QVNA
office, at any community meeting where a
Board member or a representative of the
Board is present, or at the polling place prior
to voting on election day.” [Editor’s note: The
“Queen Village area” refers to specific wording
in the Bylaws.]

The bylaws can be amended by a two-
thirds-vote (2/3) vote of the members present
at a membership meeting. The bylaws require
the publication of the proposed amendment in
the Crier, and posted on the web site for at
least two weeks in advance of the meeting.

Attend the October meeting and you will be
able to vote on the proposed amendment. If
passed, the new voting procedures will be in
effect for the November Board elections.

Halloween Party,
Harvest Festival,

Kids’ stuff
See page 4

Nominations
See page 6

“Of such is the mission.” Children on the stoop of the
Bedford Street Mission, 617-625 Bedford (old name
for Kater) Street, 1907.
                         Photo courtesy of Historical Society of Pennsylvania.

Casino physics
in Philadelphia
By Edward Bell
The Mashantuket Pequot Indians own
Foxwoods resort in Connecticut. Their casino
is yielding about 800 million dollars a year in
profits and they want to build more casinos.
Fortunately for them, the Pennsylvania
legislature and Governor Rendell need money
and believe in pataphysics. Pataphysics is the
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trinity framing
701 s. 3rd st.
215.351.1600
www.trinityframing.com

Sanctuary on 2nd
752 S. 2nd St.
therapeutic massage
introducing Zen Kids Menu
relaxing treatments just for kids
featuring fairy dust massage, reiki,
guided imagery and more!

Visit us at santuaryon2nd.com

215-922-5323
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healing within

FROM JEFF RUSH
QUEEN VILLAGE NEIGHBORS ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT

719 S. Fourth Street
Philadelphia, PA 19147
Prepared Foods to Go
Vitamins & Cosmetics
Frequent Shopper
Discounts

Tel 215.922.1146
FAX 215.922.5150Natural Foods

215-275-4370
mickey@phillyhome.com

Plumer & Associates
215-922-4200 • 226 South Street

WECCACOE PLAYGROUND
BUILDING OFFICIALLY OURS
On Sunday, September 30, the day the Phillies became the NL
East champs, QVNA hosted a ribbon cutting ceremony to mark a
lease signed with the City for the Weccacoe Playground Building.
Recreation budget cutbacks and some innovative thinking on the
part of Councilman DiCicco solved the problem of this underused
and deteriorating facility by leasing it to QVNA for $50 a month
and costs. QVNA will provide a presence; use it for an office and
meetings; and make it possible for the kids and other neighbors to
continue to use the playground as well as have after-school
programs and other events.

On behalf of Queen Village, our heartfelt thanks to Council-
man DiCicco; Recreation Commissioner Richard and his staff;
QVNA Director Carla Puppin; QVNA past presidents Colleen
Puckett and David O’Donnell; and QVNA board members Walt
Lowthian, Andy Spiezman and others, for making this a reality.
Also in attendance were State Representative Mike O’Brien and
his Chief of Staff, Mary Isaacson, who announced they’ve
secured a $5,000 grant for the Friends of Mario Lanza Park.

CASINO UPDATE
We continue to work with the other civics to effect re-siting of the
casinos, consistent with a buffer, to places less threatening to
neighborhoods. A recent traffic study commissioned by Council-
man DiCicco confirmed our concerns that mitigation so far
proposed by the casinos is inadequate to prevent further crippling
I95 and our local streets.

We will continue to work with our elected officials in
advance of the upcoming elections to help make re-siting
Foxwoods and Sugarhouse less and less of a done deal every day
that passes. Councilman DiCicco has set up a website:
http:www.fightforphilly.com where he is asking for signatures
on a petition to Gov. Rendell to persuade casino developers
to re-site.
I STRONGLY URGE QUEEN VILLAGE RESIDENTS TO GO
ONLINE TO SIGN THIS PETITION AS THE GOVERNOR’S
SUPPORT IS CRUCIAL.

SECURITY UPDATE
We had our second meeting with Managing Director Loree D.
Jones and Police and License & Inspections officials to continue
to explore ways to restore our streets to being among the safest in
the City. Police promised to add bike patrols from 10 pm to 6 am.
Councilman DiCicco announced that additional security lighting
will soon be installed on streets that sorely need it as well as
support for new street lighting in Queen Village. This type of
lighting is very expensive and the Councilman promised

Continued on page 7
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Meeting your real estate needs with professional excellence!

Michele Golembeski, R.N.
Realtor Associate

Voicemail (215) 922-3600 Ext: 325
Cell: (215) 850-9227

E-Mail: mgrealtor@comcast.net
226 South Street • Philadelphia, PA 19147
215-922-4200 • Fax: 215-922-7774

Continued  from page 1Casino physics
little known science of imaginary solutions. In this case, we’re
talking about our state government’s desire to prey on the gullible to
extract large amounts of money from local economies and avoid
negative consequences. Foxwoods resort’s slot machines can account
for more than a billion dollars taken from the area economy each
year.

Unlike visionaries such as Edmund Bacon who thought long
term and saw that making the city a better place to live would
enhance its viability, Pennsylvania’s legislative visionaries are less
concerned with municipal viability. When Governor Rendell was
questioned recently by a Queen Village resident about why he
endorsed the casinos he offered analysis and statistics about benefi-
cial cash flows apparently provided by the industry itself. Pennsylva-
nia seems blissfully unaware of the cruel lessons being learned by
municipalities around the country and has agreed to allow the
gambling industry into the state and take the easy money.

In my home state of Colorado, where a little gambling was
thought to be sexy, the casinos were allowed in and placed in remote
and economically desperate mountain towns. The experiment quickly
soured. Those towns have seen their weak local economies wither
and the casinos have displaced traditional local businesses. As the
social costs, such as adolescent gambling, have become more
apparent the voters of Colorado now feel hoodwinked. When casino
expansion plans were put to the voters recently, they were over-
whelmingly turned down.

Non-industry sources have shown that for every dollar of tax
revenue generated, three dollars must be spent in direct and indirect
subsidies such as increased loads on the police and courts and
additional stress on city infrastructure. Unlike other subsidized
industries the gambling industry will never develop to the point that
it will be able to stand on its own feet. Gambling will continue to
expense the city because by its nature, it exists to extract wealth.
Additionally, a break even point will never be reached because the
free utilities, the extra security and the social costs will be ongoing.

Pennsylvania has anticipated large ancillary costs and has
negotiated 50% taxes on casino revenues. Some of this will be used
to address local problems but most will find its way elsewhere.
Thanks to the long standing animosity between Philadelphia and the
rest of Pennsylvania, state legislators may feel vindicated sticking
Philadelphia and Pittsburgh with the problems while other areas
benefit. It’s ironic that two Philadelphians, a former mayor and state
senator Fumo, have provided cover for a brazen attack from the rural
areas on Pennsylvania’s major municipalities.

As Governor Rendell said recently in defense of his energy
independence program, “...the choices we make, will define us as a
commonwealth for years to come.” The choice to locate casinos on
the waterfront of the great city of Philadelphia is guaranteed to end
badly. When it does, many people will wonder how we could have
overlooked an obvious ruse and passively accepted an imaginary
solution.
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’Hood Happenings
•  Dress up the little ones and join your neighbors
in Mario Lanza Park for Trick or Treating at the
Third Annual Halloween Party! We start the fun at 4:30 pm, October
31. Candy donations accepted, but not required. See you there!

•  The 4th Annual Great Bodine Street Garden Pumpkin
Festival, 5 pm, Saturday, October 27, 914 South Bodine Street
(btwn. Montrose & Carpenter). Pumpkin Carving; Pumpkin
Treats; Halloween Movies; Fun! Bring Pumpkins. Bring Pump-
kin-Related Snacks. FREE & Fun for all ages! Info: 215-868-
3865 or info@bodinestreetgarden.org

•  Two new corner eateries: Jerry Roseman and Alia Banna
opened Philadelphia Java at Second and Christian Streets,
transforming that corner! And at the intersection of Passyunk
Avenue and Catharine Street, Amy and Gene Giuffi have opened
Cochon, a French-inspired BYOB at the site of the former Cafe
Sud. Cochon (“pig” in French) will serve rustic French-inpsired
fare in a casual atmosphere.

•  Come to an informative discussion with Philadelphia's
candidates for City Commissioner from all parties —
Democrats, Greens and Republicans. Learn what role City
Commissioners play in Philadelphia's city government and
elections. The event  is from 11 am to 1 pm, Saturday, October 27
at Weccacoe Playground Building, 400 block of Catharine Street.
Mayoral candidates are also invited to join the discussion.

Shot Tower Recreation
Center Programs
(100 block of Carpenter Street) Sign up Now!
After School Program: Ages 5-12; Monday-Friday, 3-6 pm; $65 a
month ($120 for 2 in the same family!)
Arts & Crafts: Ages 5-7, Wednesdays, 6:15-7 pm; Ages 8-10,
Wednesdays 7-7:45 pm; September 19-November 28; $25
Shot Tower Kids Indoor Soccer: Ages 8-10, Tuesdays, 6:30 and
7:30 pm; September 18-November 27; $25
Yoga: All ages (Children welcome with parent at 1/2 price); $25 per
month; times to be announced

For information, call 215-685-1592. Ask for Mary Grace or
Mike. Or stop by the Center.

St. Peters School
to hold Harvest Festival
St. Peter’s School will hold its annual Harvest Festival from 11 am to
4 pm, Saturday, October 13 on the school grounds in the 300 block of
Lombard Street. Rides, games, crafts for children, spring flowering
bulbs for sale, delicious food, used book and toys, and much more.
This event is a long-standing tradition and attracts hundreds of people
from the school community and the neighborhood.

Family seeks mature, caring, enthusiastic and reliable adult
to care for 10 yr. old girl and 11 yr. old boy in Queen Village,
Tues-Fri., from school pick up (3:30 pm) until between 11 pm
and midnight. Help with homework; warming up food; and
dinner cleanup required. Children are responsible, capable,
and respectful. References required. Contact Katrina at
215-952-6663.
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St Peter’s Food Cupboard
marks 20 years
This fall marks the 20th anniversary of a neighborhood
institution. Quietly, over the years, the St. Peter’s Episcopal
Church Food Cupboard at 313 Pine Street has been helping
those in our community who struggle to fill their own cup-
boards.

Volunteers come from all walks of life and contribute in
every manner — from giving in-kind donations to donating
time to raising awareness throughout the community. Every
little bit helps the Food Cupboard distribute over 3,000 bags of
groceries annually to low and fixed income households.

Eighty percent of the people who use the Food Cupboard
come from Center City and South Philadelphia; many live on
Social Security with fixed incomes of less than $10,000. Of
greatest importance, many of these clients exhaust their fixed
income early in the month. This leaves them, at the end of the
month, possibly going without food and proper nutrition if the
Food Cupboard could not serve as a supplemental food source.

Clients may come to the Food Cupboard on Saturdays
from 8-10 am to obtain a bag of groceries containing a planned
nutritional mix. Given the cost of each bag ($16), the Food
Cupboard has distributed close to $1 million of food, right in
our backyards! Yet as funding sources and donations become
increasingly scarce, the Food Cupboard needs your help.

Whether its in-kind donations of food, time, or money,
there are a variety of ways to impact the lives of our clients. If
you would like to volunteer your time and/or resources to the
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church Food Cupboard, please contact
parish administrator Kate Randall at 215-925-5968 or visit
http://www.stpetersphila.org.

Wireless Internet service is now available to Queen Village and
surrounding neighborhoods. For information, contact
Dee Hurt at 215-268-6152, ext. 40, or visit www.wi-phi.com.

Larissa Cahill
215.627.0616

chezpup@verizon.net
www.chezpup.com

              CHEZ PUP

Professional, dependable
pet & home care when you can’t be there,

 or when you just need some help.

Servicing Queen Village
 Society Hill & other surrounding areas.

Bonded and Insured.
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Help Queen Village meet
the future proudly!

Zoning • Taxes • Clean & Safe Streets
New Trees • Bike Racks • Parking

Queen Village Neighbors Association works on all those fronts
and more to assure that our neighborhood remains the best
place to live in the city. Working together we can preserve
what we love while we plan and improve for the future.

Name:  _____________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________

Phone: __________________ Email:______________________

❑  Individual sponsor $25 ❑  Family Sponsorship $40

❑  Friend $100 ❑ Benefactor $500

Please make all checks payable to QVNA.

Mail to, or drop off, at QVNA, P.O. Box 63763, 19147
Contributions may be tax deductible. QVNA Federal Tax ID # 23-
2025152. Consult your tax advisor.

Your contribution helps keep your neighborhood strong!

The United Way
Donor Choice Campaign is underway!

You can also contribute to QVNA by designating Donor
Choice #558 on your United Way pledge form at work.

November Board Elections:
Second Call For Nominations
Elections will be held for the QVNA Board in November.
Several of the current officers will be running for second terms
and there are also open board positions. We also welcome and
encourage others to run.

 To be eligible to run: You must be a resident of Queen
Village and  a “member of the Association in good standing
within the 12-month period preceding the Election meeting.” (i.e.,
you must have attended and signed in at a total of four QVNA-
sponsored meetings over the last year)

 Commitment, skills, enthusiasm, perspective and volunteer
time — it’s all part of the mix. What QVNA accomplishes cannot
happen without a board that works together; that brainstorms; and
that thinks about the big and little picture. If you care about your
community; are interested in problem solving; and would like to
add your skills (and can commit to the first Thursdays of every
month, in addition to the monthly meetings), consider running for
the board.

If you are interested and eligible, send a brief statement about
yourself and why you want to be on the board to our mailing address
(or email info@qvna.org). You can also nominate someone in
writing, or from the floor at the October general meeting. The slate
of candidates will be published in the November Crier.

One BIG “Thank You” . . .
. . . to David Ramos of Marmelstein's who has been watering the new
TreeVitalize trees on Fourth Street between Fitzwater and Catharine
Streets. We’ve had a long stretch without rain and newly planted trees
need 15-20 gallons of water once a week during the first two years.

(New tree owners: Have you been watering yours?)
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Joseph G. Brin, AIA Architect

renovations
additions
new residential construction

Jbrin@brinarchitect.biz      215.248.2430

    410-412 South Street           Philadelphia PA 19147-1535
    215-923-1986 FAX  215-923-2299

Martin Bernstein
           Realtor Associate

Recognized.
Respected.
Recommended.

Plumer & Associates, Inc.
215 922 3600 X 316  Office

215 870 0646  Mobile
mbernstein@plumerre.com

Call Martin . . .
Leave nothing to chance.

May we bring some
color to your home or office?

R. CHOBERT
PAINTING & PAPERHANGING
641 Reed Street, Philadelphia

(215) 389-7788
CREATING BEAUTY SINCE 1967

History in the making Continued from page 1

neighborhood memories. The Historical Society’s photographic
specialist will demonstrate how to best preserve personal
photographs.

Other historical and community organizations, including the
Preservation Alliance for Greater Philadelphia and the Depart-
ment of Records, will share information about their own
neighborhood history projects. Ultimately, the images and videos
collected will be used to create interpretive resources available to
a variety of users—from self-guided tourists to K-12 educators—
and will help to expand awareness of Philadelphia’s rich heritage
“beyond the bell” and the historic district.

All events are free. For more information, please call the
Historical Society of Pennsylvania at 215-732-6200, ext. 227.

President’s column Continued from page 2

to do it, blocks at a time, with the help of Senator Fumo and the
new Administration.

Police urge all residents to help by turning on front and rear
house lights at dusk and locking all windows and doors. The City
announced a limited pilot test to install security cameras on
streets in areas with persistent crime problems.

VOTING RIGHTS FOR QVNA
Our September General Membership meeting featured the first
reading of a bylaw change which would simplify voting require-
ments in QVNA elections. Attendance at two meetings will no
longer be necessary but the board does ask residents to fill out a
membership form.
ATTEND THE UPCOMING OCTOBER 18 GENERAL
MEMBERSHIP MEETING FOR ALL UPDATES, AND TO
SUPPORT THE VOTER RIGHTS BYLAWS CHANGE.




