
relationships with students,
parents, guardians and
community members; and
motivating students to learn,
explore and maximize their
spirit of inquiry and critical
thinking.

Dr. Burnley was
nominated by Home &
School President Maureen
Frantantoni to honor the principal for his
hard work and dedication in turning
Nebinger into one of Queen Village’s top
notch schools. Way to go, Dr. Burnley!

Continued on page 2

QVNA Community
Parking Lot

Only $95 per month!
(Enter on Christian Street between Front

and Columbus Blvd.)

Call 215 569-8400, ext 4660
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Schools, taxes, history,
and joint efforts
By Jeff Hornstein, QVNA President

Despite cold and wet weather, it was great
to see so many neighbors turn out for the
February General Meeting. State Represen-
tative Mike O’Brien provided a cogent
summary of the woeful financial situation
facing the Commonwealth, and explained
how proposed budget cuts to education and
other services could impact Philadelphia.
He urged us to communicate directly with

QVNA General Meeting
Thursday, March 15, 7:30 pm

St. Philip Neri, 218 Queen Street

• Meet and Greet
Senator Larry Farnese

• A Primer on What the
New Zoning Code Means

by Leslie Patterson-Tyler
Schools and Youth Chair

The Schools & Youth Activities Committee
is excited about a new grassroots education
and engagement campaign called “It Takes
Queen Village.” The title is inspired by the
eponymous African proverb. Similarly, we
need your help as we unite as a village to
make sure the children in our community
have two first-rate schools to choose from.

Starting in April, “It Takes Queen
Village” volunteers will go door-to-door,
talking to Queen Village neighbors. The
volunteers will explain how you can get
involved. Specific neighborhood canvass-
ing goals include, but are not limited, to:

1. Making you aware of the schools,

programs, upcoming events, budget cuts,
and fundraising opportunities
2. Explain how to get involved either by
volunteering a few hours a week,
donating packs of copy paper, pencils or
other supplies, or donating money for
children who cannot afford to pay for
school-sponsored field trips.

We hope “It Takes Queen Village” will
inspire you to be more aware of the schools
and our children so you can become
empowered to make a difference.

The Schools & Youth Activities
Committee will hold an organizational
meeting and begin canvassing the neighbor-
hood in the next few months. If you would
like to volunteer or need more information,
email: QVNASchoolNews@gmail.com.

Congratulations to Dr. Ralph Burnley,
principal of Nebinger Elementary School, on
being awarded the Lindback Foundation’s
“Principal of the Year” Award.

Established by the Christian R. and
Mary F. Lindback Foundation in 2008, this
award of an annual $3,500 is given to
outstanding teachers in the School District of
Philadelphia. It recognizes a teacher’s
success in creating a positive, supportive
learning environment to advance student
proficiency in academic subjects; making
learning relevant and fun; serving as a role
model to students; establishing trusting

Help build good schools: ‘It Takes Queen Village’

Congratulations, Ralph Burnley

Governor Corbett if we are as concerned as
he is about the situation. Neighbors
peppered him with questions on a number
of issues, including the fate of the
Foxwoods casino site as well as natural gas
fracking. In an otherwise downbeat report,
O’Brien categorically declared the death of
Foxwoods at the combined hand of public
pressure, the courts, and lack of market
demand for a second Philadelphia casino.
He predicted that the 14th gambling license
would end up in the south-central part of
the Commonwealth, perhaps in York.

Next, Philadelphia’s Lost Waterfront
author Harry Kyriakodis did a fascinating
slide show on the Delaware waterfront from
17th Century settlement through today.
Among many other things, we learned that
Philadelphia’s earliest settlers lived in caves
carved from the banks of the river and that
the El originally ended at South Street.
With the publication of the Delaware River
Waterfront Corporation’s (DRWC) final
version of the waterfront Master Plan, this
was a timely presentation that left me both
saddened by the immense impact of I-95 on
all of the waterfront neighborhoods as well
as hopeful that we are on the path to
recovering “some” of what was lost.

Thanks to the hard work of the DRWC
and the Central Delaware Advocacy Group
(CDAG), and the civic engagement of

SEE PAGE 6 FOR WAYS TO HELP
MEREDITH & NEBINGER ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS RIGHT NOW

Foxwoods and fracking
on people’s minds
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Discounts

Tel 215.922.1146
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President’s Report     continued from page 1

Continued on next page

thousands of Philadelphians in the process.  I encourage all Queen
Villagers to read the new Master Plan and to get active in helping
it come to fruition. (See it online via the website, www.qvna.org)

We also heard from our new Schools and Youth Activities
Committee, which announced the launch of “It Takes Queen
Village,” a path-breaking campaign to educate and engage our
entire neighborhood on the importance of supporting our public
schools. With Harrisburg ostensibly intent on cutting the budget on
the backs of Philadelphia’s schoolchildren, it falls to communities
like ours to try to step into the void.  We must maintain the hard-
won excellence at Meredith and help nurture the rise of Nebinger.
Fortunately, we have active Home and Schools Associations,
strong and growing Friends groups, and committed principals at
both schools. But it will truly take our entire community to work
together to make sure that the students have the resources they
need to thrive. See story this issue, and watch qvna.org for
information on how YOU can get involved.

In other news, a planned pedestrian plaza for the 600 block of
East Passyunk appears to have run out of steam. Several business
owners on that block met with City officials and Councilman
Squilla recently to express their opposition to the plan, which
would have closed that block to vehicular traffic.  Concerns about
parking and traffic flow, especially acute in a slow economy, were
apparently among the concerns. We’ll keep you informed if there
are new developments.

Because issues rarely stop at our neighborhood’s boundaries,

Collaboration and Cooperation:
Land Bank, Schools, Waterfront

QVNA often joins and helps form coalitions with other civic
associations that aim to solve problems affecting sections of the
city. Most Crier readers are probably familiar with the work of
groups like Casino-Free Philadelphia, the Central Delaware
Advocacy Group, and the Cross-Town Coalition, which brought
civics and others together to stop predatory gambling, direct the
planning along the central Delaware waterfront, and work on
Zoning Code Reform, respectively.

QVNA is also a member of the Campaign to Take Back
Vacant Land, an effort to pass legislation to deal with
Philadelphia’s enormous and well-documented vacant land
problem. Council members Maria Quiñones-Sanchez and Bill
Green recently introduced a very solid bill to create a “land bank”
that would provide one centralized and transparent process to
efficiently handle acquisition, maintenance, and sale of vacant
properties—as opposed to the current fragmented ownership of
parcels by multiple city agencies, each with its own process. The
Land Bank would offer many advantages, including real-time,
online information about all vacant properties; a meaningful role
for Council members on the front end of the disposition process;
representation from the public on the Land Bank board and in the
creation of its policies; and integration with the new Zoning Code,
including the use of community plans accepted by the Planning
Commission.  QVNA joins a broad coalition of civic associations
and community development corporations from across the city in
supporting this legislation. Stay informed by visiting the QVNA
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FROM CARLA PUPPIN

QUEEN VILLAGE NEIGHBORS ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Have something to say? Do it in the Crier.
Submit your stories by mail or email, and make sure

to include contact information.

Facebook page at www.facebook.com/queenvillage.
I should also note that QVNA is in the process of forming

alliances with other civic associations around issues such as
support for neighborhood schools, revitalization of South Street,
and the imminent Tax Reassessment. Stay tuned.

And of course, please join us at the March 15 General
Meeting, where we will have a chance to engage with State
Senator Larry Farnese and get a primer from our resident expert,
Zoning Committee Chair and Board member, Mike Hauptman on
the new Zoning Code and what it means for us.  In the meantime,
please feel free to contact me at jeff.hornstein@gmail.com if
you’d like to get involved!

President’s Report     continued from page 2

Open House and Garden Tour:
Yours this year?
The Open House Committee still needs a few more homes for our
34th annual Open House and Garden Tour on Saturday, May 19,
noon to 4 pm—might you be willing to showcase yours? Contem-
porary, historic, tiny, large—our Open House Tour has wonderful
variety.

I invite you to contact me if you are at all interested or
curious, but have questions or concerns. If you have a lovely
garden or back yard that you’d like to show off, you can do just
the first floor and garden.

And here’s the first call for “housesitters” for the Open
House Tour. We provide housesitters for all the homes (usually
one per floor). Housesitters keep an eye on things for each
homeowner, give directions and answer questions.  Housesitters
are assigned a two-hour shift at a house and then get to take the
tour for free in the other two hours.  If you’d like to volunteer to
be a housesitter, please call or email me.  215 339-0975 or
mailto:info@qvna.org

PA Property Tax or Rent Rebate Program
If you are age 65 and older, a widow or widower age 50 and
older, or someone with disabilities, 18 or older, you might be
eligible for the state rebate program, funded by the Pennsylvania
Lottery. If you are a property owner, your total eligible annual
income (including that of spouse) in 2011 must have been less
than $35,000. Note that only one-half of Social Security, SSI, SSP
and Railroad Retirement Tier 1 benefits income is calculated into
the total. If you are a renter, your total eligible annual household
income (including that of spouse) in 2011, must have been
$15,000 or less (same guidelines as above apply re Social
Security and other income).

The deadline to apply for a rebate on property taxes or rent
paid in 2011 is June 30, 2012. For more information on property
tax relief or the rent rebate program, visit www.revenue.state.pa.us
or call the QVNA office.
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2,000 bags of trash off the streets
Help QVNA clean up!
Since late 2003, QVNA has contracted with a local company,
LRC Services, to pick up litter once a week on sidewalks and
curbs for all the north-south streets between Bainbridge and
Washington Avenue, including Moyamensing and Passyunk
Avenues, from Front to the east side of 6th. LRC’s litter pickup is
about 2000 bags a year—approximately 31,000 pounds of litter.

QVNA spends $15,000 a year for this weekly service, and we
could use your help. Contribute to a cleaner Queen Village
with the coupon below.

Count me in; here’s my contribution
—  Individual $25 —  Family $40 —  Friend $100 — Benefactor $500

Name:  _______________________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________

Phone: ______________________________ Email:__________________________________________

Mail to or drop off, at QVNA, P.O. Box 63763, 19147m (Checks payable to QVNA)

Contributions may be tax deductible. QVNA Federal Tax ID # 23-2025152
Consult your tax advisor

United Way Donor Choice helps QVNA, too!
Designate Donor Choice #558

on your United Way pledge form at work.

by Gary Mintz
Q.  What is Friends of Weccacoe?
A.  It’s a QVNA sub-committee consisting of a group of neigh-
bors that came together to maintain and beautify the playground.
For the past two years we have been working on raising funds to
revitalize the playground.

Q.  How much money are you looking to raise and what will it be
used for?
A.  We hope to raise $500,000 for the playground renewal, which
will include an obstacle course, a water sprinkler, making the
playground more “green” as well as many other great features.
The master plan can be viewed online at www.weccacoe.org. An
additional $500,000 is needed to renovate the building which will
serve as a community center for the neighborhood.

Q.  When do you expect the renovations to start?
A.  Our goal is to start the renovations in the fall of 2013 and
have the project completed by the spring of 2014.

Q.  How have you raised money for the park so far?
A.  Initially through personal donations and small grants.  Dona-
tions can be made online at www.weccacoe.org. Last June we
held a FUNdraiser festival with food, games, arts and crafts and
raffles. This year’s  FUNdraiser will be held June 2. We have
worked with former Councilman Frank DiCicco and are now
working with Councilman Squilla to secure significant funding.
But, we anticipate the need to raise private funds, particularly for
the Community Center.

Q.  Are you looking for volunteers for the event?
A.  We definitely need people to help out, particularly on the day
of the FUNdraiser. If people are interested in helping out, they
should email me at wlowthian@aol.com. They can also visit our
website and our Facebook page www.facebook.com/
FriendsOfWeccacoe to learn more about the park and our revital-
ization plans.

Have a Q & A Subject? Do you have a Queen Village resident
you think should be interviewed? Call or email the office.

Passing the Torch for Art in the Park
by Gail Chapman
New energy and commitment are needed to continue the annual
Art in the Park event in Mario Lanza Park. This event has been a
wonderful venue for artists and craftspersons to sell their work, to
get exposure and feedback for their art, and to meet other creative
people in a relaxed, supportive atmosphere. I have been organiz-
ing this event for about 12 years and although it has been a fun
and rewarding effort, I feel it is time to pass the torch.

Planning for Art in the Park basically involves the gathering of
artists and advertising. I can can help, advise, and pass on my lists
and info from past events to make it easy for a new person or
team to plan this one. In the past, Art in the Park has taken place
on the same day as the Queen Village Open House Tours—this
year it’s on Saturday, May 19. The gathering of artists should
begin soon.

If you are interested, please give me a call at 215-922-1829.
You’ll be helping to preserve a Queen Village tradition, raise
money for Mario Lanza Park and promote the arts. Thanks, Gail.

A Q and A with Walt Lowthian
about Friends of Weccacoe
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by Cynthia Temple, Historic Preservation Committee
If you noticed all the scaffolding
at the corner of Christian and
South Front Streets, you’ll be
interested to know that pub owner
Peter Quinn is preparing to
remove more permastone from
the façade of “For Pete’s Sake.”

Manager Mike Mariani says
the pub will remain open for
business during restoration. The
length of that restoration is
impossible to gauge now because
what might be found underneath
and what condition it might be in

won’t be known until the permastone is removed.
In the best case, a little pointing and repair to the original

brick will result in the restoration of a beautiful, historic brick
building. Photo (below) looking south on Christian Street was
taken in 1956, when it
was called “Joe’s Bar.”
Permastone on the first
floor was successfully
removed some years
ago, and resulted in a
beautiful display of the
old original brick. The
Philadelphia Historical
Commission advised
Mr. Quinn, who is
looking to repair and
restore the building wherever possible. This July, “For Pete’s
Sake” will celebrate its 10th anniversary.

Help Yourself to Health
A program presented by the Philadelphia Corporation for
Aging, Help Yourself to Health, is for older adults. Sessions
are held at 2 pm on the following Saturdays: March 17, 24 and
31, at Charles Santore Branch Library, 32 South 7th Street.

Workshops cover ongoing health conditions such as
arthritis, diabetes, high-blood pressure, anxiety, heart disease,
and COPD. Participants will learn techniques that will help
them better manage symptoms and improve their overall
health. To register, call Janet Puchino at 215-686-1766.

Tuesdays for Books, Babies
Tuesdays for Baby: 10 am on two Tuesdays, March 13 and 20. A
program of books, bounces, rhymes, and tickles prepared just
for baby and you. This storytime is for children three months
to two years of age and their caregivers, and is based on
current best practices to prepare your child to be ready to read.

Shake, Rattle, and Read: Pre-school Family Storytime, 11
am on two Tuesdays, March 13 and 20. Stories, songs, finger-
plays, and bounces for children aged three to five with their
caregivers. Contact Miss Elizabeth at 215-686-1766.

Siblings are welcome at both programs which are held at the
Charles Santore Branch Library at 932 South 7th Street.

Kudos to ‘For Pete’s Sake’ for
renovation for neighborhood’s sake
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trinity framing

701 s. 3rd st.

215.351.1600

May we bring some
color to your home or office?

R. CHOBERT
PAINTING & PAPERHANGING
641 Reed Street, Philadelphia

(215) 389-7788
CREATING BEAUTY SINCE 1967

         Pa License #PA031988

Nebinger Elementary
601 Carpenter Street  (215) 952-6202

Volunteers: Nebinger Elementary School needs mentors and
tutors for its students. It also needs hall monitors for upcom-
ing PSSA Tests at the school. To volunteer, contact the school
office at (215) 952-6202.

Candy Sale continues: Nebinger Home & School
Association’s candy Sale continues through March 31, 2012.
Go to www.GertrudeHawk.com and enter group code:
707317.

Save The Date: “Heroes of Nebinger Golf Outing takes place
at 1 pm, Sunday, June 10 at Ron Jaworski’s Valleybrook
Country Club.

Meredith Elementary
5th and Fitzwater Streets (215) 351-7360

Auction: “It’s Your Lucky Night” Auction is from 7 to 11 pm,
Friday April 13 at the IATSE Ballroom, 2401 Swanson Street.
Tickets are $35 and include dinner, dessert and drinks. It’s a
fantastic fundraiser where you can bid and win amazing gift
certificates, items and experiences from all over Philadelphia
and beyond. Meredith School is also accepting donations of
items for the auction (gift cards, jewelry, services from
businesses you may own or frequent). To purchase tickets or
donate an auction item, email corr.sec@meredithmatters.org

Burger Brawl: “Philadelphia Burger Brawl”
Sunday, May 6 at Fleisher Art Memorial. Tickets are $60.

HELP MEREDITH & NEBINGER ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
RIGHT NOW
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This is the third installment in our “Yo Dawg” comics

(See also January and February issues) as part of the

Sustainability Committee’s goal to inform residents

about potential sources of water pollution.




