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QVNA Community
Parking Lot

Only $75 per month!
(Enter on Christian Street between

Front and Columbus Boulevard)

Call 215 790-1146

QVNA supports
zoning code changes
On Wednesday, December 6, Mike
Hauptman, QVNA Board member and co-
Chair of the Zoning Committee, testified
before the City Council Committee on
Law and Government on behalf of QVNA
in support of four bills introduced by
Councilman DiCicco and Councilman
Kenney to revamp the Zoning Code and
zoning variance process. The proposed
legislation would, among other things,
call for the creation of a new Commission
to review the current Zoning Code and
propose changes. It would also require
that the Zoning Board and the City
Planning Commission each include a
professional planner, an architect, an
engineer, a lawyer and two representatives
of community organizations.

Many other agencies, groups, organiza-
tions and civic associations testified in
support of the bills including representa-
tives from Old City, Bella Vista, Center
City, Wissahickon and Mt. Airy. Virtually
no opposition to the legislation was
voiced, although some individuals made
detailed recommendations for revisions or
additions to some of the specifics of the
legislation.

The bills will now go to the full Council
for discussion. Because the creation of a
Commission requires a Charter change,
the proposals will have to be placed on the
election ballot for a referendum vote.

(See page 4 for testimony.)

Cub Scouts coming
The Boy Scouts of America are starting  a
new Cub Scout program in Queen Village.
The first meeting is 6 pm, January 17,
Weccacoe Playground Building (400
block, Catharine). One hour meetings will
continue weekly through June. The
program is  free and is geared for ages 6
through 10 (first through fifth grades).
    Cub scouting stresses character
development, citizenship training and
physical fitness activities through games,
crafts, and activities that give individual
recognition. Come to the first meeting on
January 17.

New directions for Queen Village?
Come participate in the

Second community meeting with the City Planning
Commission on the Neighborhood Conservation District

It’s all happening at the
QVNA General Meeting

Thursday, January 18
7:30 pm

St. Philip Neri, 216 Queen Street
January, 2007, Volume 43, No. 1

(YEP, JANUARY!!)

Queen Village

Crier

The Sixth Street Community Garden (at
League Street) needs our help. The
garden — five separate lots – has been
threatened with development for several
years. Last summer a generous donor
purchased two of the lots for the garden-
ers. Unfortunately, the northernmost lot
was sold, and part of the garden, with
peach and apple trees was destroyed. The
gardeners are working with the City and
with Neighborhood Gardens Association
(NGA), a private land trust, to preserve
the remaining two lots.
  They have set up an open-ended donor-
advised fund at the Philadelphia Founda-
tion to support NGA's acquisition of the

Help save a neighborhood green space

Remember: Two months of
street cleaning is our job!
Street cleaning has stopped until March.
Help keep your street clean by sweeping
up the accumulated litter along the curb.
And don't forget--should we get snow,
residents are required to clear a path at
least 30 inches wide on the sidewalk
within six hours of the end of a snowfall
or freezing rain. Be sure to clear the
sidewalk for any seniors or others who
might need help on your block.

garden. Visit www.philafound.org and
click on “Give Now.”  Be sure to specify
your gift is for the “6th Street Community
Garden.”  Donations are tax-deductible.

Casinos need to be part of larger vision
After the announcement of the casino sites on December 20, the QVNA Board formu-
lated the following resolution.

“The Queen Village community, as represented by the Queen Village Neighbors
Association and its Board of Directors, continues to categorically reject the selection of
the Foxwoods casino site at Columbus Boulevard and Reed Streets.

“QVNA does, however, strongly support the Central Delaware Advisory Group’s
values platform and stated objective to ‘incorporate the design and planning of the
casinos into the larger planning vision that the committee is charged with helping to
create.’ We therefore urge Mayor Street, in the strongest possible terms, to continue to
support his central waterfront planning initiative by using all the power of the Mayor’s
Office to further the Advisory Group’s request for that incorporation.”

See the President’s Column on page 2 for further information on the next steps the
Board is taking.

If you missed the holiday party, you missed some great dishes, desserts and conversations,
plus flavorful brews donated by Yards Brewery. Thank you, Nancy Barton of Yards!
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719 S. Fourth Street
Philadelphia, PA 19147
Prepared Foods to Go
Vitamins & Cosmetics
Frequent Shopper
Discounts

Tel 215.922.1146
FAX 215.922.5150Natural Foods

trinity framing
701 s. 3rd st.
215.351.1600
www.trinityframing.com

FROM JEFF RUSH
QUEEN VILLAGE NEIGHBORS ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT

Store hours: Tuesday-Saturday 11am to 7pm; Sunday 12pm to 5pm

Sanctuary on 2nd
752 S. 2nd St.

therapeutic massage
holistic education
natural products and gifts

Ask us how tohost
your own spa party
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healing within

We have our work cut out for us
in the new year
A hearty, happy and healthy New Year to all Queen Village
residents! I’d like to take a moment to thank those who supported
me for President this past November. I will do all I can to justify
your vote. To those with a different view, your participation is
welcome and I appreciate the opportunity to work with you and
perhaps change your mind.

In any case, we have our work cut out for us. Amongst the
“presents” under our collective Christmas tree this year are two
casinos which will anchor north and south Columbus Boulevard
at Reed Street and Spring Garden Street. Our strategy for dealing
with that reality is this:

1. Form a committee of QVNA board members and Queen
Village residents to identify problems and opportunities
presented by our new neighbors.

2. Explore all outreach possibilities with other area civics
to see where collectively we agree so as to increase
coordination and effectiveness.

3. Lobby to have casino planning folded into the larger
planning process initiated by Mayor Street and meeting
under the leadership of PennPraxis and Janice Wood-
cock, the new Director of the Planning Commission.

Some other key issues to be addressed:
1. Revisit QVNA voting and membership issues to enable

greater participation. All who live or work in Queen
Village over the age of 18 should be empowered.

2. Work closely with residents, business owners, City
Departments and our politicians to address traffic and
parking problems in ways which maximize results and
minimize adverse and unintended consequences to other
areas of the neighborhood.

3. Reach out to the Queen Village community to raise
badly needed funding to support new and existing
projects and cultural activities.

The diversity and richness of Queen Village and our reputa-
tion as being among the finest and most livable neighborhoods in
the City is undeniable, although at times, challenged. The QVNA
Board and staff pledges itself to openness, inclusion and re-
dedication to working with you to keep our community great.
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A Vibrant City.
A Close Community.
A Culture of Learning.

A college preparatory, coed, Quaker day
school,  pre-K through 12, at 17th on The
Parkway in Center City Philadelphia.
Admission and open house information:
215.561.5900 ext 104. www.friends-select.org

FROM CARLA PUPPIN
QUEEN VILLAGE NEIGHBORS ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Open House
Tuesday, February 6, 8:45 – to 11:00 a.m.

All around the town:
Ways to start the new year off right
OPEN HOUSE INVITATION
It’s never too early to think Open House, so I throw out my first
request to any of you Queen Village homeowners who have an
interesting, historic, and/or creative home to consider putting it on
the 2007 Open House Tour, scheduled this year for May 5.

The tour is sponsored by the Friends of Independence
National Historic Park and Queen Village has participated for
over 25 years. We always have a wonderful range, from the
meticulously historically restored to creatively renovated homes,
from tiny to large, and we hope for that same delightful mix this
year. If you are interested but unsure, please call or email me. I
will explain all the details.

P.S. It’s a guaranteed way to finish any of those fall, winter,
spring projects that you’ve been putting off!

CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT: SEVERAL OPTIONS
We are at an important point in Philadelphia—a mayoral race, the
future development of the waterfront, casinos, talk of major
reform of the city zoning code, even talk of the future of Philadel-
phia. And interestingly enough, there are also opportunities for all
of us to be a part of the discussions on these important topics.
    PennPraxis led neighborhood citizen forums in December on
waterfront planning. Several Queen Village residents attended
forums either at George Washington School or at the Indepen-
dence Seaport Museum. You can read about them and listen to
parts of the discussions by going to www.planphilly.com.

Coming up are a series of citizens’ forums outlining an
agenda for the future of Philadelphia, called “Great Expecta-
tions,” spearheaded by the Philadelphia Inquirer, the University
of Pennsylvania, and the Lenfest Foundation. The Fleisher Art
Memorial at 719 Catharine Street will be a host site on January
17. Find out more at www.fels.upenn.edu/greatexpectation.htm

Keep abreast of the mayoral race and the issues at
www.thenextmayor.com, a project sponsored by the Committee
of 70, the Daily News, and WHYY.

Casinos will be an ongoing topic for all of us.  Here are three
web sites to look at in keeping up with events:
www.hallwatch.org,  www.casinofreephila.org and
www.NABRhood.org
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Meeting your real estate needs with professional excellence!

Michele Golembeski, R.N.
Realtor Associate

Voicemail (215) 922-3600 Ext: 325
Cell: (215) 850-9227

E-Mail: mgrealtor@comcast.net
226 South Street • Philadelphia, PA 19147
215-922-4200 • Fax: 215-922-7774

May we bring some
color to your home or office?

R. CHOBERT
PAINTING & PAPERHANGING
641 Reed Street, Philadelphia

(215) 389-7788
CREATING BEAUTY SINCE 1967

QVNA TESTIMONY
TO SUPPORT ZONING CODE CHANGES

(SEE STORY PAGE 1)
Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee—
My name is Michael Hauptman. I live at 216 Fitzwater Street,

and I am a partner with Brawer & Hauptman, Architects. Thank
you for this opportunity to speak here today.
On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Queen Village

Neighbors Association, as co-Chair of the Queen Village
Neighbors Zoning Committee and as an architect practicing in
Philadelphia for over 30 years…
I am testifying in enthusiastic support of the proposed bill

calling for a Commission to recommend changes to the Zoning
Code.
The current Zoning Code and permitting process has become a

significant disincentive to development in the City of Philadel-
phia. It has been clearly demonstrated that other cities that have
modernized and streamlined their obsolete and cumbersome
Zoning Codes and permitting systems have reaped the benefits
of increased private investment, increased fee and tax revenues
and new jobs.
A progressive, modern, simplified and predictable Zoning

process can only be a benefit to the City. I’d like to thank
Councilman DiCicco and Councilman Kenney for introducing
these bills.
I strongly urge the Committee to support this legislation.

Continued on next page

Then: Trinity Episcopal Church
Now: Mario Lanza Park
by Edwin Rivera
While sitting on a bench in Mario Lanza Park, enjoying the sun’s
warmth, I imagined Oliver Hough surveying old headstones,
making notes and sketches, measuring and fussing over details as
he cataloged the treasures of Trinity Episcopal Church which
once stood on this green space west of Second Street, between
Catharine and Queen, where I now play catch with my kids.

It’s been almost 100 years since Trinity was torn down, and
little evidence exists of the majestic and storied institution that
stood in what is now Mario Lanza Park with its giant sycamores
and dog run.

 Trinity’s cornerstone was laid in 1821; its original charter was
granted under Governor Joseph Hiester (1752-1832).

In the 1840’s, Thomas Ustick Walter (1804-1887) designed
alterations to the church, which until its final days remained “a
semblance of its ancient majesty. The Corinthian columns … still
withstand the weathering of the storms.” Walter, who designed
Girard College and the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C., created
the church’s Greek Revival façade, a style he revived and made
popular again.

In the splendor of the church’s interior at its 42nd anniversary
in 1863, a large congregation listened with profound interest to
speakers recall Trinity’s honored pioneers, including several
outstanding rectors. The church’s prominence was reflected in its
cemetery that faced Queen Street. It sheltered “members of some
of the oldest families of Philadelphia,” names such as Reid,
Johnson, Palmer, Richardson, Story, Wellington and Powell.

Demographic changes in the neighborhood took their toll on
the church’s membership. Incorporation of the Southwark district
into the city of Philadelphia, spreading commuter rail lines to the
west, and successive waves of immigrants entering through
Southwark’s wharves and settling in its neighborhoods all
contributed to a more diverse — and poorer — residential
population. In 1908 the Episcopal diocese closed Trinity.

A 1913 newspaper story documented the decline, “Children,
whose parents are not of the faith of those sheltered within the
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sanctuary, have used the ivy as a swing; its very rooms which
formerly echoed the tones of the church’s most polished speakers,
have sheltered for the last six years only the wild birds or no less
wild-looking men who could find no other place to sleep.”

By its original charter, the property could not be sold “as long
as a body lay in the ground.” Surviving relatives objected to
removing the dead, but in just a few years the shuttered church
and its grounds had fallen into such decay that inspectors from
the Board of Health declared it a menace to public health.

In the 1970s, interest in creating a public green space led to the
Mario Lanza Park, a fitting successor to the church. It provides a
place where neighbors and children still congregate to socialize,
listen to live music, watch outdoor movies, or sit on the benches
with their own thoughts.

Long-time residents of the neighborhood have told me that the
mound on the Queen Street side is where much of the debris of
the old church was piled. I tread a little more thoughtfully in the
park now, knowing that the old church may be underfoot.
This story with more photos is available on the QVNA website at0 www.qvna.org.

Above, left, Trinity Church and Cemetery, 1917. Above,
right, Queen Park (precursor to Mario Lanza) and adjacent
vacant lot in 1941. Below right, a rendering of Greek
Revival, the style Walter revived for Trinity’s facade.

Photo credits: left to right: Evening Telegraph, 1913, Temple
University Urban Archives, and Philadelphia Athenaeum.

Zoning • Taxes • Clean & Safe Streets
New Trees • Bike Racks • Parking

Queen Village Neighbors Association works on all those
fronts and more to assure that our neighborhood remains the
best place to live in the city. Working together we can pre-

serve what we love while we plan and improve for the future.

Name:  _____________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________

Phone: __________________ Email:______________________

❑  Individual sponsor $25 ❑  Family Sponsorship $40

❑  Friend $100 ❑ Benefactor $500

Please make all checks payable to QVNA.

Mail to, or drop off, at QVNA, 736 S. 3rd Street, 19147
Contributions may be tax deductible. QVNA Federal Tax ID # 23-2025152.
Consult your tax advisor.

Your contribution helps keep your neighborhood strong!

The United Way
Donor Choice Campaign is underway!

You can also contribute to QVNA by designating Donor Choice
#558 on your United Way pledge form at work.

Help Queen Village meet
the future proudly!
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Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program
news: Income level increased
Governor Rendell and the Pa Legislature have increased the
income level for the Property Tax/Rent Rebate program, allowing
420,000 more people to be eligible for benefits.

If you are age 65 or older, a widow/widower age 50 or older, or
disabled and age 18 or older; earn less than $35,000 a year; and
own or rent your home, you could receive a rebate of up to $650
in 2007. You can exclude one-half of your Social Security
income, so if you make $40,000 or more, you may still qualify for
a rebate.

Applications will be available soon. You can sign up now to get
on the mailing list by calling, toll-free number, 1-888-222-9190
or visit www.papropertytaxrelief.com.

CLIP AND SAVE
2007 Curbside Recycling Schedule

Friday Pickup unless indicated

Jan 6* and 20* July 7* and 20

Feb. 2 and 16 Aug. 3, 17, and 31

March 2, 16, and 30 Sept. 14 and 28

April 13 and 27 Oct 13* and  26

May  11 and 25 Nov. 9 and 24*

June 8 and 22 Dec. 7 and 21
*Holiday week –Saturday pickup

REMEMBER: NO PLASTICS PICK UP CURBSIDE.
ONLY MIXED PAPER, GLASS AND ALUMINUM CANS

Plastics and Mixed Paper (including corrugated cardboard)
Recycling Drop-Off Site operates the first Saturday of the month
under I-95. (See www.qvna.org)

Isthe endnear?!!
  What’s ahead, post-casino decision:
  Tsunami, water taxis, billboards?

“Traffic is definitely the issue that needs to be
addressed” to prevent a “traffic tsunami.” Planners,

should consider off-site parking lots with shuttle
buses, a light-rail line on the existing Columbus

Boulevard track bed, and water taxis.
—Harris Steinberg, executive director, Penn Praxis, a nonprofit working

with the City on a waterfront development plan

A lack of parking could “impede traffic flow, compounding
congestion in an area which is already congested.” The Delaware
Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC) is now looking
at I-95 as a “casino corridor” between Chester and Bensalem. In
addition to increased traffic from casinos and more trucks as port
business grows, billboards and signage and visual pollution will
increase as each of the casinos compete for the same customers,
“so they’re going to be out there screaming, trying to get people

to pay attention.”
— Barry Seymour, executive director, DVRPC

QUOTES FROM THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER
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Joseph G. Brin, AIA Architect

renovations
additions
new residential construction

Jbrin@brinarchitect.biz      215.248.2430

    410-412 South Street           Philadelphia PA 19147-1535
    215-923-1986 FAX  215-923-2299

Martin Bernstein
           Realtor Associate

Recognized.
Respected.
Recommended.

Plumer & Associates, Inc.
215 922 3600 X 316  Office

215 870 0646  Mobile
mbernstein@plumerre.com

Call Martin . . .
Leave nothing to chance.

With help from Ready, Willing and Able
Shot Tower cleans up
by Scott Abramson
As we look ahead to the 200th anniversary of one of Queen
Village’s most visible historic sites, the Friends of Shot Tower are
on our way to a beautiful transformation of the grounds.  Last
October, nearly 30 volunteers showed up to assist with the first
phase of landscaping and the massive job of painting the wrought
iron fence surrounding part of the playground.

We succeeded in getting that landscaping completed but only
managed about 25% of the fence painting and realized that we
needed help and fast. Maria Roberts floated an idea to solicit the
help of Ready Willing and Able (RWA) and I contacted them.
Kate Houston from RWA was very accommodating and facilitated
a crew to come for three days in mid November to finish the job.
After five gallons of paint, quite a few disposable brushes, paint
rollers and a lot of elbow grease, the fencing was completely
painted in two and a half days. The RWA crew also pitched in to
help Mary Grace Gorman, Department of Recreation On-Site
Director, clean out the Shot Tower locker room.

All the Friends of Shot Tower would like to warmly thank Kate
and the RWA crew for all their help. If anyone has large or extra
large warm clothing plus new undergarments to donate, please
contact me so I can coordinate a donation.

Dancing meatballs for kids
Do you have little ones in your household? Check out this web
site started by families of Wharton and Penn graduate students:
www.dancingmeatballs.com. It lists free and inexpensive activi-
ties in Philadelphia for families with young children.

“Ambassador”
Your Home Cleaning Pros

+
Apts., Condos, & Common Areas . . .

SIMPLIFY YOUR LIFE IN 2007

“The #1 New Year’s resolution in QV”

Insured  Quality Care

Bonded 215-463-4425 Guaranteed
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