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QVNA Community
Parking Lot

Only $75 per month!
(Enter on Christian Street between Front

and Columbus Boulevard)

Call 215 790-1146

QVNA Safety
Committee’s
Shout Out for Safety
Captains
In the last month alone, there were
upwards of 30 robberies in Queen Village
— everything from GPS units and car oil
to iPods, golf clubs and a couple of Honda
Civics. The thieves brazenly broke into
cars, houses and construction sites for the
merchandise, so the need for an active,
organized Town Watch is a necessity. Now
that we have the fundamental elements in
place, we are striving for a network of
safety captains, spanning throughout
Queen Village, to keep the neighborhood
safe from these opportunistic predators.

As a hypothetical example of how the
safety captains can help, take the recent
report of the “Town Watch Scam,” in
which a local resident noted the suspi-
cious activity of an individual doing door-
to-door solicitations for “Town Watch” (in
reality, Town Watch would never do such
solicitation).

With the network fully in place, the
resident could take heed of his/her gut
feeling that something is amiss and notify
the police and then his/her safety captain.
The safety captain would then follow up
with the police and send out an email alert
to his/her block, before contacting the
other safety captains who, in turn, would
notify their block via their listserv. Now
this information will have been dissemi-
nated throughout the neighborhood and
residents will know to take precaution.
Better yet, the police will add this to their
roll call and follow up on the incident.

In this instance, the incident actually
occurred on a Wednesday, but since it was

by Jeff Rush, QVNA President
Casinos: one step forward two steps
back? Stalled, and the pressure to get
on with it is increasing.

Mayor Nutter has moved quickly to
revoke a permit recently granted to
Sugarhouse by the Commerce Department
in the closing days of the previous
administration. He has also ordered a
complete review of all decisions regard-
ing the current sitings of the casinos. It is
unclear what direction our new Mayor
will take regarding these casinos but we
certainly hope logic will prevail in
reviewing the efficacy of current site
selections.

The overwhelming majority of us who
are fighting casinos are not anti-gam-
bling but believe residential areas and slot
parlors do not mix. Philadelphians are
welcome to their casinos as soon as they
see the wisdom in siting casinos in places
that accentuate their positives and mute
their negatives.

For instance, siting the casinos at the
Airport would mean that travelers could
try their luck and conventioneers could do
the same by taking a short train ride from
center City to that location. We needn’t
cannibalize local business or residents but
since the airport is adjacent to I95 and
other major arteries, residents and other
visitors feeling the need to gamble would
have little problem getting in and out of
that area.

In fact, State Representatives Mike
O’Brien and Bill Keller have co-
sponsored a bill (1840) that would make
this possible. It would eliminate the 10-

Neighborhood concerns: casinos & canines
mile restriction on future casino sitings
and racinos and change PA Gaming
Commission rules to facilitate re-siting.
There is concern that Race track owners
and some suburban legislators will
strongly object to this because they don’t
want the competition from siting Philadel-
phia Casinos perhaps as close as four or
five miles from their existing operations.
Of course they presumably have no
problem with the current scheme that
places two casinos within two miles of
each other on the riverfront.

There are hundreds of undeveloped
acres at the Airport that could be used
which would leave residential areas
unscathed. The bonus in this is once the
waterfront is withdrawn from the casino
land bank it can be developed very nicely
along the lines suggested by Penn Praxis
and others including the Inquirer’s
Architectural columnist and critic, Inga
Saffron. We will continue to update
neighbors on all important developments.

ON ANOTHER TOPIC, dog days don’t
occur only in the summer. For quite some
time now there has been an ongoing
discussion in the community concerning
the proper and legal use of the tennis court
at Weccacoe Playground. That is, should
dogs be allowed continued access as a
matter of previous use despite complaints
from tennis players forced to play in often
unsanitary conditions, and from nearby
neighbors over barking dogs?

QVNA reaffirms its commitment to
work with dog owners to find acceptable
venues in the neighborhood for dogs to do

Continued on page 6

Dog owners’ statement
at community meeting
On January 29, the QVNA Zoning
Committee hosted a community meeting to
discuss issues related to dog areas in
 Queen Village. Below is a summary of the
presentation.

by John Solether
A comprehensive overview of existing
conditions, how we evolved into this
situation, and proposals to remedy the
situation was presented. Issues, associated
solutions, and methods of implementation,

QVNA
General Meeting

Thursday, February 21, 7:30 pm
St. Philip Neri, 216 Queen Street

Queen Village

Crier
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trinity framing
701 s. 3rd st.
215.351.1600
www.trinityframing.com

Meeting your real estate needs with professional excellence!

Michele Golembeski, R.N.
Realtor Associate

Voicemail (215) 922-3600 Ext: 325
Cell: (215) 850-9227

E-Mail: mgrealtor@comcast.net
226 South Street • Philadelphia, PA 19147
215-922-4200 • Fax: 215-922-7774

719 S. Fourth Street
Philadelphia, PA 19147
Prepared Foods to Go
Vitamins & Cosmetics
Frequent Shopper
Discounts

Tel 215.922.1146
FAX 215.922.5150Natural Foods

their business, get some exercise, and to find alternative opportu-
nities for their owners to extend socially with other neighbors.
Meetings between the QVNA Zoning committee and interested
neighbors will continue to explore other available opportunities
for their dogs, since on March 1 standard Department of Recre-
ation signs will be posted on the court that state: “No dogs, skate-
boards, roller blades, bicycles, street hockey allowed on the court.”

We believe this issue has been vetted extensively and the Board
stands by its decision to uphold Department of Recreation rules as
well as City regulations that together mandate restraining the
dogs from using the Weccacoe tennis court. In accordance with
transparency and good governance, QVNA will continue to
promote public discussion of issues through committee hearings,
Crier articles, our web site and email updates, as well as at
General Membership monthly meetings.

Kudos to Councilman DiCicco and his staff, who at the
request of Lisa Mell, Co-Chair of the Friends of Mario Lanza
Park, directed the Department of Recreation to provide materials
for them to use to repair the dog run at Mario Lanza Park. That’s
a good first step!

Call for House Sitters for
QVNA Open House May 10
Here’s a first call for volunteers for house sitters. House sitters
are assigned two-hour shift at a home where they keep an eye on
things as directed by the homeowner; answer questions; and give
directions. We provide orientation sessions for all house sitters
and home owners in the week preceding the QV Open House
Tour. Anyone who house sits gets to take the tour for free!

Help welcome neighbors
The QVNA Welcoming Committee is being formed, and looking
for new members. This is a great way for neighbors to greet and
welcome new neighbors to our wonderful community. Please
email the office info@qvn.org to get involved.

Casinos & Canines Continued from page 1

Artist in the House: Kim Martin show
Queen Village resident and artist,
Kim Martin, will display work at
the emerging artist show at the
Artist’s House Gallery, 57 North
Second Street from  March 5 to
March 30. Kim’s work features a
variety of subject matter includ-
ing the urban landscape. Queen
Village is the focus of a number
of her paintings. She says, “the

neighborhood, including its architecture and people, nestled
within the broader context of the city creates a specific mood that
is compelling to study. I try to capture behavior through composi-
tion, behavior often tells a story about the subject. How cars are
parked, how street lights cast shadows, or store fronts welcome
customers become unique, yet recognizable, to our sense of
community.”

To view Kim Martin’s work visit www.coldnose.org; opening
receptions at the Artist’s House www.artistshouse.com First
Friday,  5:8:30 pm, March 7; and 1-4 pm, Sunday.

Send a sign about signs
Annoyed with those illegal commercial signs stapled — often up
high — on telephone or utility poles? Take action!

City Controller Alan Butkovitz is trying to fight this practice.
His office sent a report on illegal signage to the Department of
Licenses and Inspections with specific recommendations. He
urges residents to call his office with the names and locations of
the signs: 215 686-8888.
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FROM CARLA PUPPIN
QUEEN VILLAGE NEIGHBORS ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Thursday, March 13, 2008, 8:45 a.m.
(Grades Pre-K to 5 Only)

Attention artists, crafts people!
“Art in the Park” in Mario Lanza Park will be held 11 am-5 pm on
May 10. The fee for 8x8 space is $25 goes towards beautification of
the park. Please call Gail Chapman, 215-922-1829 by Friday, April
25 to reserve your spot.

Two groups receive green honors
Congrats to the Southwark Queen Village Community Garden on its
second place win (large community vegetable and flower garden
category) in the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society's annual City
Gardens Contest.

And congrats to the Friends of Beck Park not only for its honor-
able mention in the Contest, but also for receiving a $10,000 PA
Department of Community and Economic Development (DCED)
grant. The group will use the funds to rebuild the retaining walls
around the park at Second and Beck. Thanks to Councilman
DiCicco for supporting the grant.

Jibe Design offers green glimpses
Jibe Design, Queen Village’s new architecture firm at 813 South
Fourth Stree, will hold an open house from 6 to 8 pm on February
22. All are welcome. Included is a presentation on ways to retrofit
your home to be “green” and images of bright contemporary home
renovations. Catch a preview of a garden to be featured in the spring
issue of Philadelphia Home and Garden Magazine.

Juliet Whelan, the firm’s founder, will be available to answer
green design or renovation questions. Drinks and nibbles will be
served. Visit www.jibedesign.net or call 215-834-9872.

General Meeting Special Presentations
Don't miss this month's General Meeting. George Eldridge, of the
City's Recycling Office will speak on the new single stream
recycling program and answer our questions.

Plus, Gregory Heller, Planning and Design Analyst for the
Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission, will give a
PowerPoint© presentation on Promoting Civic Design Excellence,
an agenda for Philadelphia. His talk is from a report funded by
the William Penn Foundation and developed with a local steering
committee that reflects best practices research in cities throughout
the U.S. Take a look at the report online: http://www.dvrpc.org/
asp/pubs/reports/07049.pdf

Is your house an Open House Tour house? It may well be!
QVNA participates every year in the Friends of Independence
National Historic Park Open House Tour. It's slated for noon to
4 p.m on Saturday, May 10. Beautiful, creative houses — Queen
Village has them and we need homeowners who want to show
them off. Homeowners who have participated are enthusiastic: “I
received so many compliments!” “I met so many nice people!”
“I had fun!”

It's a fundraiser for QVNA, to boot. Call or email me to sign
up. Do the same if you're interested or curious, but are hesitant or
have questions.
Get plugged in for up to date reports with the QV email list and
stay informed with reminders about QVNA meetings, Safety
Committee crime stats, and more. You’ll get an average of only
two emails a week and the list is not shared. Sign up on our web
site www.qvna.org

Carla’s Energy-saving Tip to

Think Globally, Act Locally
1. Change a Light Bulb: Compact fluorescents (CFLs) use 60%
less energy than incandescent bulbs and last about 5 years.
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Help Queen Village meet
the future proudly!

Zoning • Taxes • Clean & Safe Streets
New Trees • Bike Racks • Parking

Queen Village Neighbors Association works on all those fronts
and more to assure that our neighborhood remains the best
place to live in the city. Working together we can preserve
what we love while we plan and improve for the future.

Name:  _____________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________

Phone: __________________ Email:______________________

❑  Individual sponsor $25 ❑  Family Sponsorship $40

❑  Friend $100 ❑ Benefactor $500

Please make all checks payable to QVNA.

Mail to, or drop off, at QVNA, P.O. Box 63763, 19147
Contributions may be tax deductible. QVNA Federal Tax ID # 23-
2025152. Consult your tax advisor.

Your contribution helps keep your neighborhood strong!

The United Way
Donor Choice Campaign is underway!

You can also contribute to QVNA by designating Donor
Choice #558 on your United Way pledge form at work.
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Safety Captains needed Continued from page 1

first brought to our attention the following weekend, the crime
alert didn’t go out until Monday, a critical loss of time. Ideally,
the network of safety captains will be a far more far-reaching and
expedited method of communication.

Currently, we have only two residents signed up as Safety
Captains: for the 200 block of Catharine Street; for the 600 block of
South Hancock and South Howard; and the 100 block of the south
side of South Street. We need many more volunteers to step up. For
only a small investment of time, you can be a critical component to
help protect the neighborhood.

Another way you can get involved: We need residents who can
attend the 3rd District’s monthly PDAC (Police District Advisory
Council) meetings, the second Tuesday of the month. This is a
chance to meet Captain Weaver and collect crime information and
follow-up and to voice specific safety-related concerns.

Also, we hope to re-start the monthly meetings with the Managing
Director of the city. Other neighborhood safety/town watch groups
are invited, as is Councilman DiCicco.

Please contact us at qvnatownwatch@yahoo.com to get involved.

Your Transportation Committee at work on
A Vision of Transportation in Queen Village
Your Transportation Committee is now spreading its vision to
meet the broader traffic challenges through innovative solutions.
We are looking for people with community spirit who will join us
in this endeavor.

The last two years the committee has worked through the
challenge of creating a safer traffic environment on our major
east-west thru streets under the leadership of former chair James
Markham and implemented by committee member Walt
Lowthian. This work was presented last May to the Board, then to
the community at the general meeting, and approved. It will now
be reviewed by city officials for possible implementation. We will
be working very closely with these officials.

At the same time new challenges mean new solutions. Every
time we take a car off the street we decrease traffic congestion
and green house gases. Here are just three solutions that are
already in service in different parts of our country and in major
cities around the world: BikeShare, similar to PhillyCarShare,
Light Rail on Columbus Boulevard, and electric trolley lines. The
Transportation Committee envisions “transportation” in the
broadest sense of the term, and we welcome, pedestrians, bus
riders, and bicyclists to get involved.

If you are interested and/or have other ideas, please join us at
our February 26th meeting, and let me know that you are inter-
ested by e-mail: richardwolk@comcast.net
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The Spirituality
of Parenting
Join us at 10:00
on Sunday, February 24

St. Peter’s School Theater

The curious are always welcome.

all highly interconnected for short and long-term solutions as well as
temporary and permanent dog runs.

Apology: apology issued to the neighbors who have born the
brunt of the consequences of an ever-increasing dog population and
an increasing use of the tennis courts by dog owners due to the
existing conditions of Mario Lanza Dog Area.

Dog Owners Association: a Queen Village umbrella group
forming to establish, display, and enforce “Dog Park Rules,”
“Pennsylvania and Philadelphia Law,” and “Good Neighbor
Etiquette Policy.” This also allows us to apply for and secure city
funding, state grants, donations, fund raise, and raise membership
dues.

Mario Lanza Dog Area: many owners left the only dog park in
Queen Village due to wet, muddy conditions and parasites living in
the wood chips and soil. As weather permits, a temporary solution
will be implemented including removal of existing wood chips and
soil, treating the area to kill the parasites and replacement of the
wood chips.

Submitted permanent plan includes excavation to subsoil,
trenching for perforated drain pipe, install stone French drain, and
decomposed granite top surface. Utility requirements include sewer
connection, revised water station for both parks, and security
lighting.

Future Dog Runs and Parks: develop both large and small dog
parks along Front and Water Street and seek parkland within
western Queen Village with the intention of becoming permanent
installations to reduce stress on both Weccacoe and Mario Lanza
while accommodating an ever increasing dog population.

Weccacoe Playground: temporary dog run to be located in the
southwest corner adjacent to the building. Proposal includes a 48”
high fence, gate, access to compost pile, future sound absorbing
landscaping, regular maintenance, responsible contact information,
trash containers, bag dispensers, plus Dog Park Rules, PA law and
Etiquette signage.

All these efforts will minimize or solve problems at Weccacoe
Playground and all are moving forward concurrently.

Dog owners’ statement Continued from page 1
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Generally, mechanical street cleaning is scheduled for the first
and third Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday of each
month from March through December.�

No cleaning on City holidays or during the months of January
and February.

Tuesday: North side of east/west streets cleaned
Wednesday: South side of east/west streets cleaned
Thursday: West side of north/south streets cleaned
Friday: East side of north/south streets cleaned

Sanctuary on 2nd
752 S. 2nd St.
therapeutic massage
introducing Zen Kids Menu
relaxing treatments just for kids
featuring fairy dust massage, reiki,
guided imagery and more!

Visit us at santuaryon2nd.com

215-922-5323
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healing within

May we bring some
color to your home or office?

R. CHOBERT
PAINTING & PAPERHANGING
641 Reed Street, Philadelphia

(215) 389-7788
CREATING BEAUTY SINCE 1967

Martin Bernstein
Realtor Associate
Recognized.
Respected.
Recommended.

226 South St, Phila. Pa
215 .922. 4200X316 office
215.870.0646  mobile
mbernstein@plumerre.com

Call Martin . . . Leave nothing to chance.

“Ambassador”
Residential Cleaning Pros

Common Areas • Condos • Apts.
Cleaning/Trash Removal

876-519-2504

Bonded Insured

2008 Street Cleaning Schedule
Please retain for future reference.




