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QVNA Community
Parking Lot

Only $75 per month!
(Enter on Christian Street between

Front and Columbus Boulevard)

Call 215 790-1146

QVNA General Meeting
Thursday, February 15, 7:30 pm

St. Philip Neri, 216 Queen Street
Second community meeting with the City Planning Commission

on the Neighborhood Conservation District
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Queen Village

Councilman Frank DiCicco introduced three pieces of legilsation in late January, all
dealing with casinos. DiCicco's proposals, which will be scheduled for hearings, include:
• Amending the Home Rule Charter to require a voter referendum to approve any zoning

ordinance that would permit a licensed gaming facility.
• Prohibiting licensed gaming facilities in all zoning classifications.
• Requiring the zoning classification that permits casinos - called a Commercial Enter-

tainment District - to also require that a Neighborhood Improvement District be in
place. That would effectively create a referendum process for the near-neighbors.

• Removing licensed gaming facilities as a permitted use in the Commercial Entertain-
ment District zone.

• Adding additional restrictions on gross floor area, open areas, waterfront setback, and
signage to the zone in which casinos are permitted.

• Prohibiting any “regulated use” — adult-entertainment venues, pawnshops — within
1,000 feet of a Commercial Entertainment District and adding payday loan offices as a
regulated use.
• Regulated uses are already prohibited within 500 feet of residential districts, schools,
playgrounds or religious institutions.

• Changing the Foxwoods site's zoning from commercial to residential to prevent
premature groundbreaking.

Council unanimously approved Councilman DiCicco's proposal to hire legal
counsel to appeal the gaming board's decision. Council also authorized public hearings to
explore alternate slots sites and to hire a traffic engineer to study the impact of two
casinos on waterfront streets. No traffic study has taken the two facilities into account.

Information in this article is from a January 24  Philadelphia Inquirer article by Andrew Maykuth.

DiCicco introduces casino legislation in City Council

See casino-related information at top left, and in
President’s column on page 2.

Come help develop neighborhood conservation plans on February 15
See meeting information at top of page

Martin Gregorski of the City Planning Commission will lead the discussion at the
General Meeting on February 15 in the second community presentation of draft
regulations for the Neighborhood Conservation District. Visit www.qvna.org to view
the proposed regulations. We encourage all residents to participate in this process.

CONCERNED ABOUT REAL ESTATE TAXES?
Attend the Philadelphia Forward Real
Estate Taxation Conference, 9 am-3:30
pm, February 23, at Temple University
Student Center, 13th & Montgomery
Avenue. The conference is free, but
registration is required by February 20.
Contact Brett Mandel at  215-563-3881 or
brett@philadelphiaforward.org

QVNA Letter to At-Large
City Council Members

Below is the text of a letter about casinos
sent to At-Large City Council members.
See also the President’s column on page 2.

Dear Members of City Council,
The Communities living in the river wards
of the 1st Councilmatic District, repre-
sented by Councilman DiCicco, are
currently locked in a bitter struggle to
prevent the casino interests from seriously
undermining the quality of life in our
neighborhoods that many of us have
worked a lifetime to build.

This is not simply a “NIMBY” issue.
The State Gambling Commission, without
transparency, sufficient consultation, or
investigation of relative negative conse-
quences, chose to site the two casinos for
Philadelphia on what are widely regarded
as the worst possible locations in terms of
the impact on the neighborhoods in which
they are located. This decision is short-
sighted and wholly unacceptable.

Councilman DiCicco has heard us
loud and clear and has introduced a
number of measures in Council to prevent
or otherwise derail what we regard as an
onerous assault on our neighborhoods.
Last week the Councilman received a
request for zoning from Foxwoods. He
has refused to grant that request. We know
you will respect his decision.

The Councilman has told us that he is
pleased with the support he’s receiving
from his fellow Council members. We,
therefore, applaud your actions and
strongly urge you to continue that support
for all measures regarding current,
pending, and future locations of casinos
that Councilman DiCicco deems neces-
sary to protect our neighborhood and the
quality of life of its residents.
Sincerely,
Jeff Rush, President,
Queen Village Neighbors Association
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719 S. Fourth Street
Philadelphia, PA 19147
Prepared Foods to Go
Vitamins & Cosmetics
Frequent Shopper
Discounts

Tel 215.922.1146
FAX 215.922.5150Natural Foods

trinity framing
701 s. 3rd st.
215.351.1600
www.trinityframing.com

FROM JEFF RUSH
QUEEN VILLAGE NEIGHBORS ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT

Store hours: Tuesday-Saturday 11am to 7pm; Sunday 12pm to 5pm

Sanctuary on 2nd
752 S. 2nd St.

therapeutic massage
holistic education
natural products and gifts

Ask us how tohost
your own spa party
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healing within

Don’t gamble with our neighborhood
Since we last met at the January meeting a virtual blizzard of
activity has occurred concerning the casinos. Events are warping
and fluid and defy our ability to predict where we’ll be when you
actually read this article. QVNA will endeavor to provide up to date
information on our web site: www.qvna.org

Most importantly, QVNA has solidified around all-out opposi-
tion to the siting of a casino at Delaware and Reed Streets. This
opposition mirrors the opinion of our neighboring civics.
Meetings so far have resulted in a temporary moratorium on ANY
discussions with casino operators while we pursue a joint strategy,
legally and otherwise, to express our opposition to the Casino
Gaming Commission’s decision to site casinos so close to our
neighborhoods.

I have written a letter to all at-large Council members enlisting
their support for Councilman DiCicco’s legislative efforts on our
behalf, regarding the casino situation (see letter, page 1).

Another letter will be sent to all District Council members to
ask their support, as well. So far our Councilman has succeeded in
getting Council approval for money for a lawsuit, money for a
traffic study that examines the combined impacts of BOTH casinos,
and public hearings on the whole issue (see page 1). Councilman
DiCicco and those colleagues who supported him receive our high
praise for a great start.

I urge all of you who share these concerns to communicate your
opposition to the siting of the casinos to the Mayor and all members
of City Council. Ask them to continue to support Councilman
DiCicco in his efforts to derail the choice of these locations.

At-Large members of Council are: Blondell Reynolds Brown,
W. Wilson Goode, Jr., The Honorable William K. Greenlee, Jack
Kelly, James F. Kenney,  Juan F. Ramos, Frank Rizzo. You can
contact them by visitingwww.phila.gov/citycouncil.

Your tangible support is what powers this process.

THE ARTIST’S WAY has Winter/Spring groups, both day and
evening. Facilitator Stephanie Costello, M.S.W., describes Artist's
Way as a “supportive, safe dynamic group experience.” Call 215
917-0032 or email: stephaniecostello@yahoo.com.

PART-TIME ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT NEEDED
to help with general paperwork and filing for a 20 year men’s suit
manufacturing company. Well known neighborhood business,
with home office at 2nd & Christian St. Legible handwriting is
only requirement. Flexible hours. Relaxed, pleasant environment.
Please call David Williams Clothiers at (215) 339-1932.
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A Vibrant City.
A Close Community.
A Culture of Learning.

A college preparatory, coed, Quaker day
school,  pre-K through 12, at 17th on The
Parkway in Center City Philadelphia.
Admission and open house information:
215.561.5900 ext 104. www.friends-select.org

FROM CARLA PUPPIN
QUEEN VILLAGE NEIGHBORS ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Open House
Thursday, March 15, 6 p.m. to 8 pm

House Tours and Great Cities
Open House Houses and House sitters
You have a beautiful house that everyone who enters admires—
what about showing it off during the annual Queen Village Open
House Tour? This year it’s scheduled from noon to 4 pm, Satur-
day, May 5.  The tour is sponsored by the Friends of Indepen-
dence National Historic Park. QVNA has participated for over 25
years, each year with six or seven distinct, beautiful homes.
Homeowners who have participated have enjoyed it (You get so
many compliments!) Tour-goers come from neighboring states or
right here in Philadelphia, and love looking at houses, design and
decorating details. If you’re interested, call or email me. I can
answer all your questions about  how it works.

It’s also time for the first call for house sitters. We provide
house sitters for the homes during the tour.  As a volunteer, you
are assigned a two-hour shift and then you get to take the tour for
free. Email or call the office with your contact information.

Next Great City
A few weeks ago, the Next Great City coalition released its
report, Next Great City: Philadelphia, which outlines 10 immedi-
ate, achievable and powerful recommendations to make important
improvements to our neighborhoods. The coalition is calling on
the next Mayor and City Council to implement these recommen-
dations in order to truly make Philadelphia the Next Great City.
     Queen Village Neighbors Association is an endorsing member
of the Next Great City coalition and supports the recommenda-
tions outlined in the report.  The recommendations are specific
and, for the most part, low-cost or revenue-neutral.  Here are
some of them: expanding recycling, replanting neighborhood
trees, adopting a modern zoning code, maintaining healthy parks,
improving transit stops, and creating a public riverfront.
     Learn more about Next Great City and get involved by voicing
your support for the agenda to Mayoral and City Council candi-
dates. You can read the full report and take action on urgent Next
Great City issues at www.nextgreatcity.org.

ST. PHILIP NERI - ST. STANISLAUS SPRING SOCIAL
at EOM Hall, 144 Moore Street,7 - 11 pm, March 24. Buffet
Dinner, Beer, Wine & Set-ups are included. BYOB. Live
entertainment provided by The Good Sounds Band, featuring
Audio Wave. Tickets are $35 each. For information or
tickets, please contact the rectory at 215-468-1922 or
stphilipneri@comcast.net.
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Meeting your real estate needs with professional excellence!

Michele Golembeski, R.N.
Realtor Associate

Voicemail (215) 922-3600 Ext: 325
Cell: (215) 850-9227

E-Mail: mgrealtor@comcast.net
226 South Street • Philadelphia, PA 19147
215-922-4200 • Fax: 215-922-7774

May we bring some
color to your home or office?

R. CHOBERT
PAINTING & PAPERHANGING
641 Reed Street, Philadelphia

(215) 389-7788
CREATING BEAUTY SINCE 1967

Continued on next page

Let us know what you think
about PhillyCarShare in QV
Smiling faces on the front of the April 2005 Crier marked the
ribbon cutting for the first on-street location in Philadelphia for a
PhillyCarShare (PCS) car. QVNA worked to make that happen.
Now we want your feedback.

In 2002 several Wharton School MBA students began
PhillyCarShare, using their own money to buy a car and start a
revolution. The non-profit now has over 5,000 members (over 260
of them in QV) and over 100 vehicles (four in QV) at 100 loca-
tions. About 60% of the fleet are hybrid cars; most of the others
get high gas-mileage. Here are some of the benefits:

•  2,100 fewer cars in Philadlephia (at least 100 in QV) which
means reduced parking needs.
•  Less driving (members use cars less and use transit, bikes and
feet, saving an estimated 130 miles per month per member).
•  440,000 gallons of gasoline saved since start-up. (We checked
the math; it’s correct.)
•  Significantly reduced auto emissions.
•  Saving for taxpayers of over $2 million annually by eliminat-
ing over 330 municipal vehicles.

An amazing 80% of PCS members own no car; for half it is
their only car. To determine the personal economics of member-
ship and location of cars, go to the web site:
www.phillycarshare.org

QVNA agreed to allow an on-street space at Weccacoe
Playground, provided PhillyCarShare would provide data on the
impact, and remove its car if QVNA and the Weccacoe neighbors
were not satisfied. After a highly favorable report in March, QV
asked for more data on the location of members in Queen Village.
The Parking Committee received that on January 24, and is
studying it, but want your thoughts on expansion.

The most immediate community benefit we see is a reduction
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Zoning • Taxes • Clean & Safe Streets
New Trees • Bike Racks • Parking

Queen Village Neighbors Association works on all those
fronts and more to assure that our neighborhood remains the
best place to live in the city. Working together we can pre-

serve what we love while we plan and improve for the future.

Name:  _____________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________

Phone: __________________ Email:______________________

❑  Individual sponsor $25 ❑  Family Sponsorship $40

❑  Friend $100 ❑ Benefactor $500

Please make all checks payable to QVNA.

Mail to, or drop off, at QVNA, 736 S. 3rd Street, 19147
Contributions may be tax deductible. QVNA Federal Tax ID # 23-2025152.
Consult your tax advisor.

Your contribution helps keep your neighborhood strong!

The United Way
Donor Choice Campaign is underway!

You can also contribute to QVNA by designating Donor Choice
#558 on your United Way pledge form at work.

Let’s Get it Together!
by Amy Rivera
To reduce the amount of trash going to landfills we recycle,
compost and reuse. In our neighborhood, you have several
recycling options. Curbside recycling collects mixed paper, glass,
aluminum and tin cans on every other week. Convenient.

QVNA, in conjunction with Partnership Recycling, will take
your #1 and #2 plastics along with corrugated cardboard and
mixed paper on the first Saturday of each month under I-95 on
Washington Avenue. Not so convenient, but money raised goes
into community parks. Visit www.qvna.org to get involved.

But what’s this?? Chestnut Hill and West Oak Lane are part of
a pilot program in which all of their recyclables (paper, card-
board, glass, aluminum, tin and #1and #2 plastics) go into ONE
bin and get collected EVERY week. Each household earns
spending credits ($400/year) for recycling.

WE WANT THIS SYSTEM! If you agree, become part of the
Recycle Now Philadelphia Campaign. Attend the City Council
hearing on Recycling at 1 pm, February 22, Room 400, City Hall.
Bring a friend and a sign! For more information go to
www.recyclenowphila.org.

PhillyCarShare            continued from previous page
of cars in on-street parking spaces. City-wide data and that from
other cities shows that each PhillyCarShare vehicle reduces the
number of private cars by about 23. Secondary benefits include
the items cited above. If PhillyCarShare adds locations in Queen
Village, QVNA will assure that each vehicle continues to reduce
privately owned vehicles in line with current results. Given the
member and corporate costs, the economics virtually assure this.

Tell us what you think about expanding PhillyCarShare locations
in Queen Village. Contact us at transportation@qvna.org.

PhillyCarShare can be reached on the web site or at
215-730-0988.

Help Queen Village meet
the future proudly!
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. . . And speaking of trash
It’s 2007, do you know where last year’s soda can is?

According to the U.S. National Park Service, it takes this long
for garbage to decompose in our environment:

Paper Towel 2-4 weeks
Apple Core 2 months
Plastic Bag 10-20 years
Tin Cans 50 years
Foam Plastic Cups 50 years
Aluminum Can 80-200 years
Glass Bottle 1 million years

                              See Amy Rivera’s recycling article on page 5

2007 STREET CLEANING SCHEDULE
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Joseph G. Brin, AIA Architect

renovations
additions
new residential construction

Jbrin@brinarchitect.biz      215.248.2430

    410-412 South Street           Philadelphia PA 19147-1535
    215-923-1986 FAX  215-923-2299

Martin Bernstein
           Realtor Associate

Recognized.
Respected.
Recommended.

Plumer & Associates, Inc.
215 922 3600 X 316  Office

215 870 0646  Mobile
mbernstein@plumerre.com

Call Martin . . .
Leave nothing to chance.

“Ambassador”
Your Home Cleaning Pros

+
Apts., Condos, & Common Areas . . .

SIMPLIFY YOUR LIFE IN 2007

“The #1 New Year’s resolution in QV”

Insured  Quality Care

Bonded 215-463-4425 Guaranteed

Parking Update: We need input
on ‘garage front‘ parking
by Walt Lowthian
Slow, not so sure, but we’re making progress:

Moving Parking Signs: Bill Goldberg and Vicki Goffredo
spent a lot of evenings last summer walking most of QV’s streets
looking for parking signs to move to increase parking space. Bill
is working with Stanley Tokarsky of the Philadelphia Parking
Authority to get signs moved, resulting in 32 work orders that
will gain 500 feet of curb space and add at least 25 spaces. A few
signs have been moved on Queen near Front.

PhillyCarShare: See separate article (page 4) for details, but
roughly 100 cars (right, 100!) have been removed from Queen
Village by over 260 QV PhillyCarShare members. QVNA helped
sponsor the first on-street car. If the community agrees, we’ll
work with PhillyCarShare to create even more parking spaces.

Garage-front Parking: Many QV residents have observed
that “it’s crazy not to let owners park in front of their garages.”
True, but it’s a legal and practical nightmare that requires changes
in laws, in PPA procedures and technology. BUT, Bill Stewart’s
task group is tackling it. To find out how many garages exist, Bill
and Maria Roberts and Hank Cieplinski will walk the streets,
make an inventory, and note potential problems.

Four questions for you: 1) How do you feel about this idea?
2) What would you want the program to do for you? 3) What
problems do you foresee? 4) What needs to be done to make it
work? Contact QVNA Transportation Committee at
transportation@qvna.org.

Working with Other Neighborhoods: We are establishing a
good working relationship with Center City Residents Associa-
tion to share work on common initiatives.

It’s Your Committee. Talk to us: Ravi Acharya,
Jacque Brown, Hank Cieplinski, Michelle Gambone, Bill
Goldberg, Walt Lowthian, Maria Roberts, Bill Stewart, Steve
Saunders, Lisa Torre-Lewis, and Joan Weiner.
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