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It’s February. Do you know
where your car is?

You do, if you’ve rented
a space at the

QVNA Community
Parking Lot

If you haven’t, do it now
for only $75 per month!

(Enter on Christian Street
between Front and Columbus Boulevard)

Call 215 790-1146

Liquor Licensing needs
a new volunteer
Who’s minding the store— or, in this
case, the bars ? For the last several years,
QVNA Board Member Frank Gontowski
has almost single-handedly been the
watchkeeper for Queen Village when it
comes to liquor license postings on bars
and restaurants.  When those big orange
postings go up to announce either a
request for a new liquor license, a “per-
son-to-person” or a “place-to-place”
transfer, Frank submits a “petition to
intervene” on QVNA’s behalf.

He has represented QVNA in negotiat-
ing with attorneys for bars and restaurants
to work out agreements to protect the
interests of  Queen Village residents.
Because of Frank’s many hours of time
and effort, we have developed a standard
agreement that includes limiting hours of
operation, prohibiting dance halls, etc. We
also work closely with Bob Theil, in
Senator Fumo’s office, to nail down
agreements.
      Frank is stepping down as QV’s
Liquor Licensing representative. So what
do we need? One or two volunteers in
Queen Village who are concerned about
liquor licenses, who can keep their eyes
open for new liquor license postings,
report them to the office, and help
shepherd the process. The individual(s)
would also be Queen Village’s representa-
tive at the South Street Alliance’s Liquor
Sub-Committee meetings (four or five
times a year).

Frank will share all his expertise with
the new volunteers and we here in the
office do the follow up paperwork that is
required. Bob Theil has offered as well to
do a “training” session. Are you inter-
ested? We really need you.

Call or email the office: 215 592-7488
and  info@qvna.org.

Queen
VillageCrier

An editorial by President David O’Donnell
Queen Village annihilated by explosion?
I hope we are all alive to read this by publication date. At our January community
meeting, we had a report from Clean Water Action staff about the Philadelphia Gas
Works’ proposal to ship liquefied natural gas up the Delaware River past Queen Village to
a site in Port Richmond. We advertised this in the Crier, posted it on our web site, and
sent out a notice via email. I was stunned to see that only 32 people out of 7,000 residents
attended. I am amazed that over 200 people would turn out over a proposed traffic change
on Christian Street and yet not participate on a topic with extreme consequences for the
neighborhood. Where are those voices when you need them?

Our Vice-President, Walt Lowthian, a chemical engineer, vividly described how the
slightest leak from one of these tankers could form a mile-wide volatile cloud that could
be ignited from a flame source miles away and trigger an atomic equivalent blast. And
consider that these ships would be football field sized tankers floating up the Delaware,

Continued on page 2

TAXES, TAXES, TAXES
What will 100% assessment mean? When will new taxes kick in?

How much will it cost you?
David Glancey, chairman, Board of Revision of Taxes, and

Councilman DiCicco will discuss proposed changes.
QVNA General Meeting

Thursday, February 16, 7 pm
St. Philip Neri, 216 Queen Street

Bodine Street Garden is saved!
by Tracy Bannett
The gardeners of the Bodine Street Community Garden are excited to report that with
extraordinary help from Councilperson Frank DiCicco and his staff, this Queen Village
urban green space will be purchased and turned over to the Neighborhood Gardens
Association (NGA), a private land trust, to remain forever as garden space.

Gardeners and neighbors were committed to saving this precious urban green space
since 2003 when the garden’s land was put on the market. If bought by a developer, the
garden, along with its Isaiah Zagar mosaic tile mural would have been destroyed. For
over 26 years, the garden, off Third Street south of Christian, has been an important part
of our corner of Queen Village.

Neighbors organized to save a space that since 1980 has blossomed into an urban oasis.
Generations of Queen Village families have had free plots of land to grow vegetables and
flowers, to compost, and barbecue. The garden is a little outdoor haven for urban dwell-
ers where neighbors can meet, share gardening tips, socialize and become lifelong
friends.

Through Mayor Street’s Neighborhood Transformation Initiative, the diligence of
Councilperson DiCicco, NGA, and a coalition of residents and organizations, the garden
will be preserved.
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Joseph G. Brin, AIA Architect

renovations
additions
new residential construction

Jbrin@brinarchitect.biz      215.248.2430

719 S. Fourth Street
Philadelphia, PA 19147
Prepared Foods to Go
Vitamins & Cosmetics
Frequent Shopper
Discounts

Tel 215.922.1146
FAX 215.922.5150Natural Foods

that same Delaware that we want to see developed for recreation,
residential and open space.
       Everyone at the meeting who wanted to was able to sign a
letter on the spot. QVNA has sent a letter to Councilman Frank
DiCicco supporting the resolution that he and Council members
Anna Verna and Joan Krajewski have introduced. We will work to
stop this but we could have used your help.
     The second topic of our community meeting was the presenta-
tion of four years of research and hard work to propose making
Queen Village a Neighborhood Conservation District. It’s a
wonderful concept, but again, I was deeply disappointed that only
32 people were there to hear about it.
     Someone at our last meeting said, “Well, we’re all busy and
can’t always attend the Community Meeting.” I say, “It’s your
civic duty.” We volunteers are also very busy. We work full-time,
raise children, take care of our families, and we make time to do
community service. I feel that giving back to our world is an
important lesson to teach our children.  When I see refurbishment
of our neighborhood parks, our fantastic web site, the “Look into
the Future” Survey, the monthly recycling program, sweeping
sidewalks, helping neighbors through historic and zoning prob-
lems, working on nuisance noise, liquor licensing, and 50 more
issues we volunteers help with every day, it gives my life a sense
of usefulness to the world.
     The incredible efforts of 31 years of a handful of volunteers
has helped to create the “prestigious” neighborhood in which we
now live. Many people think, “I pay my taxes, so the City is
supposed to provide.” Unfortunately, that’s not the case. The City
provides your basic services. Neighborhood volunteers fight for
quality of life services.

The March meeting is about taxes. I know a big crowd will be
there. Please remember, without a community association, you
would have to take off from work to attend a City Council
meeting, and you’d have little say. Chances are you would just get
a huge tax increase, and have no recourse but to pay up.

In this 300th Anniversary of Benjamin Franklin’s birthday, let
us think about how we all can continue to strive to perpetuate his
goals of making this a beautiful, safe, prosperous, and very
friendly place to live in. This is where America was founded. It is
your civic duty to take a little time each month to continue “the
Voice of the People.”

Musical tip from a QV resident
Do you know that IKEA on Columbus Boulevard has free jazz
every Thursday from 6-8 pm? The Point Breeze Performing Arts
Center performs, and they are fabulous.

QV annihilated?                     Continued from page 1
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Think Spring, Think Open House!
One of the traditions in Queen Village is participation in the
annual Open House Tour sponsored by the Friends of Indepen-
dence National Historical Park (FINHP). The Open House tours
raise funds for both the Friends and the civic associations that
participate. The Tour features unusual, historic, beautiful, and
creative houses all over the city.

This year the Queen Village Open House Tour is slated for
Saturday, May 6, noon to 4 pm. What do we need to participate?
Seven (eight would be even better) homeowners who are inter-
ested in opening their unusual, historic, beautiful, and creative
houses for the enjoyment of tour goers. Whether your house is
traditionally decorated or “breaks all the rules,” please consider
putting it on the tour. In years past, we have had everything from
tiny 18th century trinities to 20th century contemporary homes.
We’ve had traditional, we’ve had modern, we’ve had whimsical.
In fact, what always makes the Queen Village tour interesting is
the range of styles.

Homeowners who have participated have commented on how
much they enjoyed being involved, both in showing off their
homes and in chatting with those taking the tour — some of
whom even come from out of state. Tour-goers love history, they
love decorating, and sometimes they’re also just looking for ideas
for their own homes. The Open House Committee supplies house-
sitters for the entire time frame of the self-guided tour.

 If you are even the least bit intrigued by the idea of putting
your house on the tour, but are uncertain about any aspect, please
call or email me. I will be more than happy to give you full
details.

And now it’s time for the first call for VOLUNTEERS for
HOUSESITTING. House sitters are assigned a two-hour shift at a
home, answer questions, give directions, and keep an eye on
things as directed by the homeowner.  All those who house sit get
to take the tour for free. Call 215 592-7488, or email me at
info@qvna.org.

GAMING UPDATE
QVNA Board member Don Ackerman is continuing to track the
situation as the list of possible sites for a casino is pared down.
Traffic, safety, crime, impact on neighboring communities, public
access to the waterfront if sited on the Delaware — these are
some of the concerns. If you would like to get inolved, please call
or email the office.

FROM CARLA PUPPIN
QUEEN VILLAGE NEIGHBORS ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

A Vibrant City.
A Close Community.
A Culture of Learning.

A college preparatory, coed, Quaker day school,
pre-K through 12, at 17th on The Parkway
in Center City Philadelphia.
Admission and open house information:
215.561.5900 ext 104. www.friends-select.org

Open House Dates
Tuesday, February 14, 8:45 a.m.

Tuesday, March 14, 6 p.m. (Pre-K and K only)
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Patricia Bentz  CPDT, CBC
Certified Dog Trainer and Canine Behavior Counselor

“Going to the Dogs”

K-9 Training & Behavioral Therapy
• One-on-One Obedience Training at Home
• Behavioral Consultation
• Positive Methods Only

Queen Village
(215) 551-5254

Hours by Appointment  •  Gift Certificates Available

May we bring some
color to your home or office?

R. CHOBERT
PAINTING & PAPERHANGING
641 Reed Street, Philadelphia

(215) 389-7788
CREATING BEAUTY SINCE 1967

Meeting your real estate needs with professional excellence!

Michele Golembeski, R.N.
Realtor Associate

Voicemail (215) 922-3600 Ext: 325
Cell: (215) 850-9227

E-Mail: mgrealtor@comcast.net
226 South Street • Philadelphia, PA 19147
215-922-4200 • Fax: 215-922-7774

Sanctuary on 2nd
752 S. 2nd St.
Couple's Massage
A new classic for Valentine's Day

works for sale by local artists

therapeutic massage • holistic education
natural products and gifts
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healing within

Commercial and Residential Cleaning

“THE CLEANING SOLUTION”
Jeffrey J. Fortune

Executive Director

534 Bainbridge Street
Philadelphia, PA 19147

(215) 238-1687INSURED & BONDED

Premier Real Estate
BUYING • SELLING • INVESTING • LEASING

1636 Pine Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Marian Buczek
Realtor • Notary Public

Phone: (215) 732-5355
FAX: (215) 732-7055

e-mail: Marianbuczek@premierreo.net

Call an expert with a 25 year real estate career.

©

Parking Committee selects
parking improvement projects
by Walt Lowthian
The Parking Sub-committee has selected several projects to
pursue over the coming months. These initial projects were
selected based on community opinion and our sense of what was
likely to yield results relatively soon.

Projects that target increasing the number of on-street spaces:
•  Move poorly located parking signs
•  Eliminate unused “garage” spaces
•  Eliminate or revise obsolete or abused “restricted parking”

spaces (e.g. loading zones, school zones, bus stops, etc.) and
control future extensions.

If you know of these situations, email us (address at bottom).
Leave your name and phone so we can get back to you for details.

We also will pursue a “garage street space” permit program that
allows garage owners to park in front of their garages, opening
street spaces for others. While “logical,” this is likely to be
problematic due to legal, procedural, jurisdictional and adminis-
trative challenges.

Efforts will also be aimed at better control of non-resident
parking. How do we develop a better Visitor Parking Permit
program and reduce abuse of residential parking spaces by non-
residents, the most frustrating issue in the parking survey? Email
us with any thoughts about what can be done.

A good Visitor Parking program is probably a pre-requisite to
expanding the Residential Permit program. The Parking Commit-
tee considers this the main method to avoid abuse of on-street
spaces by non-residential parkers. The committee thinks it likely
that expanding the Residential Parking program may be necessary
to offset additional space demand due to a “success” in a Visitor
Parking program.

Projects aimed at reducing abuse of on-street parking include:
•  Assure that parking regulations are enforced
•  Study upgrading residential parking restrictions (days, times,

durations)
•  Remove abandoned cars and eliminate “long-term” on-street

parking
The Parking Committee will also begin working with the

QVNA parking lot to look at expanding the lot and developing
methods for short-term use, including “visitor parking.”

Finally, the committee has requested data from Philly CarShare
to evaluate the parking demand impact of their car located for the
past year on the 400 block of Catharine Street.

WE NEED YOUR HELP. Email us your thoughts at
transportation@qvna.org. Volunteer to help with your time,
knowledge and connections.
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Lenten services scheduled
Lent, which begins on Ash Wednesday, March 1, is the 40 day
“Spring Training Season” in which Christians prepare to celebrate
Easter through a program of intensified prayer, penance, and
charity. On March 1, St. Stanislaus Church, 242 Fitzwater Street,
will have Mass with the distribution of ashes at 7:30 am and St.
Philip Neri Church, 218 Queen Street, will do the same at 7 pm.

On Wednesdays of Lent at 7 pm, St. Stanislaus Church will
have a traditional Polish Lenten devotion, “Gorzkie Zale.” On
Thursdays of Lent at 7 pm, St. Philip Neri Church will hold
special Lenten Masses. The Stations of the Cross will be cel-
ebrated the first three Fridays of Lent at St. Stanislaus Church and
the last three Fridays of Lent at St. Philip Neri Church.

For information: St. Philip Neri  (215-468-1922 –
www.churchofstphilipneri.org); St. Stanislaus (215-925-2631).

Shot Tower Rec Center needs volunteers
Neighbors of Shot Tower Recreation Center, concerned about
after-hours trespassing, graffiti and littering, using the Center to
access private property, illegal parking on the sidewalk, and
permit parking in the surrounding area, will now meet regularly
on the fourth Thursday of each month.

Come to the first meeting of the new “Friends” group at 7
pm, February 23 at Shot Tower (enter on the 100 block of
Carpenter Street). Shot Tower needs ideas and energy.

Attending the first meeting, coordinated by Amy Shelanski,
Carla Puppin, and Judy Nelson, were 25 neighbors and William
Schwartz, Shot Tower Place representative, Police Officer Ace
Delgado, and Hank Cieplinski, Shot Tower Advisory Council.

QVNA resident runs historic NJ hotel
Queen Village resident Steve Sylvester and his brother Derek
renovated an 1851 building and are operating National Hotel in
historic Frenchtown, NJ, only a few miles from New Hope, PA,
and Lambertville, NJ. The Hotel features ten contemporary
designed rooms, each with a different décor, a gourmet restaurant,
and a pub in the basement that remains a favorite among locals.
For information, log on to www.frenchtownnational.com.

RIP, Silk Screen Factory
by Delaney
We all called it the Silk Screen Factory. It wasn’t a factory. It was
a quiet shop where a few desultory workers performed silk screen
printing – probably by hand, one at a time. I never saw inside. It
was a cavernous old brick building – the last vestige of manufac-
turing in this residential neighborhood. The Acme Piano Factory
turned condominium years ago.

After a month of noisy but careful demolition, every brick is
gone – even the ones scraped painstakingly off adjacent walls of
stuccoed townhouses. Now, a flattened expanse fronts on the 100
block of Catharine Street, where once the dilapidated Silk Screen
Factory held its workaday ground. It never bothered us. The blue-
jeaned day-workers kept to themselves and left their weekly by-
products meticulously tied and piled on the curb for Friday’s trash
pickup – neater than most of us. They were good neighbors,
unobtrusive Monday through Friday, nonexistent on weekends.

Now the Cadillac millionaire will build. A bespoke mansion,
I suppose. Likely architecturally pleasing, in scale with zoning
laws, integrated sensitively into the block of older facades.
Another good neighbor, presumably, and an aesthetic improve-
ment, doubtless.

Yet, what is a neighborhood without its oddities and misfits?
Sorry to see the Silk Screen Factory go, like an old dog, sickly but
beloved.

— Delaney is a business writer who lives on Catharine Street
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Street Cleaning Schedule 2006
A partnership between the Sanitation Division and the Queen Village Neighbors Association.

trinity framing
701 s.3rd st.

215.351.1600

Please retain
for future reference.
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