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By Richard Wolk, QVNA representative to
the Fair Tax Coalition and Chair of the
QVNA Tax Committee
With the specter of AVI (Actual Tax Initia-
tive) looming for property tax year 2013, 16
neighborhood associations formed the Fair
Tax Coalition under the leadership of your
President, Jeff Hornstein. With the persev-
erance and leadership of our Councilman
Mark Squilla, we delayed the Mayor’s plan
for a year. This gave the Office of Property
Assessment (OPA) time to do the assess-
ments right and to do it in a transparent way.
This also gave time for all parties to meet in
forums to make an effort to make it fair for
all residents, but especially those who may
have special needs such as seniors, retirees
on low income, and those in gentrified areas
who have lived in the same home for
decades.

It’s up you to act if you feel the

Continued on page 5

Warning: AVI Assessments for property taxes will
arrive soon. Are you ready? Here’s the timeline

assessment on your property does not
reflect its market value, so it’s most
important to know the time line below:

FEBRUARY 15-20: Assessments will be in
your mail box, along with a form. If you
disagree with your assessment you should
fill out the form. Mail it back immediately.
You will get a phone call from OPA for an
informal meeting. If you are not satisfied,
you can then make an appointment with the
Bureau of Real Estate Taxation (BRT) for a
formal meeting where you should be fully
prepared with information that would help
prove your case.

MARCH THROUGH JUNE: City Council
will meet. The Mayor will submit his budget,
and based on the aggregate of property taxes,
he will come up with a millage rate. The
mayor is committed to this first year being
revenue-neutral to 2013. We have six council
members led by Councilpersons Squilla and
Kenney, who are ready to fight for a fair tax
rate, delayed taxation for the needy, income
tested relief, etc., but nine are needed for
passage. So we will need to put pressure on
the other members of council to get that
vote. We will let you know when council is
in session so that we can fill the gallery. We
will let you know how you can send a letter
or sign a petition.

SEPTEMBER, 2013:
You receive your 2014 tax bill

FEBRUARY 28, 2014:
You pay your tax bill with a discount

MARCH 31, 2014:
Last day to pay your tax bill
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SAVE THE DATE: The Friends of
Weccacoe Playground (FOW) are
pleased to announce their FUNfilled
Festival will be held at 11 am to 3 pm,
Saturday, June 1 at Weccacoe Play-
ground. This year will be bigger and
better: we have already booked new
performance groups, activity tables
and entertainment. Check out the
Friends of Weccacoe FB page for
updates and information. Don’t forget
to “like” us on FB.

Friends of Weccacoe will use
the funds to maintain the playground.
Construction of the new playground
isexpected to begin in the fall of 2013,
with our first design review meeting in
late January or early February.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Progress on goals, new
committees, plans and
volunteers
By Jeff Hornstein, QVNA President
On a cold Sunday in late January, your
Board met for its second annual Winter
Retreat. It was a productive 6-hour day that
began with a look back at the goals we set a
year ago: to support our neighborhood public
schools by forming a Schools and Youth
Activities Committee; to deal with all issues
dog-related by forming a Dog Committee; to
improve public safety by reviving the Public
Safety Committee; to support the
Sustainability Committee in its efforts make
Queen Village Philadelphia’s greenest
neighborhood; to plan neighborhood-wide
social events by forming an Events Commit-
tee; to make sure QVNA played a substan-
tive role in the property tax reform debate;
and to start to realize the ambitious plans to
renovate Weccacoe Playground.

We were pleased to realize that signifi-
cant progress had been made on virtually
every goal we set, that our committee
structure is generally well-functioning, and
that the base of volunteers working to
improve our neighborhood is growing. I
wanted to thank all of our committee chairs
for their hard work in 2012. I also wanted to
give special thanks to Mike Hauptman, who
decided to leave the Board after many years
of service; we are grateful that he continues
to serve as chair of our very well-functioning
and well-respected Zoning Committee. I also
wanted to thank Rich Miller, who has also
decided to leave the Board; he has promised
to stay involved and I am sure that he will
continue to be a valuable participant in
neighborhood life.

As we looked ahead at 2013, thanks to
the energy and talents of the returning Board
members and newcomers Amy Singh and
Lauren Leonard, we will add a few new
goals to our agenda: improving communica-
tion and information-sharing within the
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neighborhood; doing more to integrate the nearly half of our
residents who rent their homes into the life of the neighborhood; and
increasing QVNA’s revenues so that we can expand our capacity to
invest in worthy neighborhood projects.

On the communications front, thanks to new Board member and
web guru Amy Singh, we will soon announce the launch of a
“QVNA app”  for the Apple and Android smartphone platforms. The
app will provide easy access to news and information from QVNA
and the city, including filing 311 complaints and parking ticket
appeals, community calendars, specials from local businesses, and
many other resources. In the very near future, we will also be
launching a regular e-newsletter to supplement the monthly Crier.
We are also in the early stages of plans to expand our community
newspaper to include more feature articles such as restaurant and
business profiles, book reviews, and historical sketches. If these
plans come to fruition, we will be seeking some regular columnists,
so – if you have a passion and a talent for writing about the things
that make our neighborhood special, let us know!

The Public Safety Committee, led by chair Kim Maialetti, will
be launching a “leave the lights on” campaign shortly and will be
hosting our March General Meeting to discuss this and other
important issues. Property Tax Committee chair, Richard Wolk, will
ensure that QVNA continues to play a leading role in the Property
Tax debate raging in City Hall, as you will see from his articles in
this and future Crier issues. I encourage you to pay attention, stay
informed, and get involved in this critical discussion! And stay
tuned for an initiative spearheaded by new Board member Lauren
Leonard to address the concerns of renters.

On the financial front: In 2012, QVNA invested more than
$20,000 in neighborhood projects ranging from summer school,
study aids, and support for tutoring at Nebinger and Meredith;
police bikes and other support for the South Street Police Mini-
Station; a Fulton Street mural; architectural plans for the renova-
tions at Weccacoe Playground; an ambitious plan to put dedicated
dog waste containers throughout the neighborhood; tree planting
and maintenance; support for a family displaced by a tragic fire; and
a heck of a party celebrating our neighborhood’s 250th anniversary.
As many of our regular readers know, many of these funds come
from the revenues generated by our community parking lot at Front
and Christian. Most of the funds are disbursed after a rigorous
vetting process led by Grants Committee chair, Kathy Dilonardo.

To ensure that QVNA has the revenue to support still more
worthy projects in 2013 and beyond, we have embarked upon two
important projects: first, this Spring we will open a second commu-
nity parking lot at Front and Washington. Applications are now
being accepted for spaces, which will probably cost $95 a month
and which we expect will fill rather quickly. So don’t hesitate to put
your name on the list by emailing info@qvna.org or calling the
office at 215-339-0975.

Second, we are in the process of our first-ever Annual Appeal.
If you support the work QVNA does to improve the quality of life
for all Queen Village residents, please consider a tax-deductible
contribution of $50, $100, or $250, or whatever you can afford. (See
coupon, page 7.) Make checks payable to QVNA, memo “annual
appeal.”  Or go to qvna.org/annualappeal to pay via our secure
WePay site.

And finally, we are seeking help (preferably on a pro-bono
basis) in the following areas: fundraising and communications. If
you or someone you know has expertise in either of these areas and
wants to help improve our neighborhood, please have them contact
the QVNA office.

As always, feel free to reach out to me directly at
jeff.hornstein@gmail.com with any questions or concerns.
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News from our Headhouse neighbors
By Mike Harris, Executive Director, South Street Headhouse
District
Thank you, QVNA, for providing the opportunity to tell our
valued neighbors about some of the recent and upcoming initia-
tives of the South Street Headhouse District (SSHD). The District
is home to over 400 unique businesses, the majority of which are
independently owned and operated, several by residents of Queen
Village. Many of the best award-winning restaurants, retailers,
and service providers in the City are located here.

In recent months, we have secured storefront improvement
grants; continued to support the South Street police mini-station
to address quality of life issues; and held popular family-friendly
neighborhood events, such as the Pumpkinland Fall Festival and
Winter Wonderland. Stay tuned for news about our 2013 events,
including a new Spring Festival set for May 4.

Our newly redesigned website, www.southstreet.com, includes
an updated business directory. Download our free Mobile App
(South Street Headhouse District) for Apple and Google devices.
Through our recently launched Live Local.Shop Local program,
you can take advantage of an ever-growing and changing list of
specials at participating SSHD businesses. If you do not have a
card, please contact our office for a free card and then check our
website to take advantage of this great promotion. Call 215-413-
3713 or email info@southstreet.com to join our mailing list, get
information, or provide any comments or suggestions.

Annual Queen Village Open House
Tour: What about your house?
By Carla Puppin, QVNA Executive Director
Do friends and neighbors always compliment you on your home?
Have you just done a renovation that you’d like to show off? Or
do you need an absolute deadline to finish a house renovation
project? Consider the possibility of putting your home on the
2013 Queen Village Open House Tour, coming up in May. It’s a
fundraiser for QVNA, but also a wonderful tradition celebrating
the diversity and beauty of our houses and the charm and livabil-
ity of our neighborhood.

This will be the 34th year for the tour and every year the mix
is fascinating—from trinities dating to the eighteenth century to
twenty-first century houses. Here’s how it works. The self-guided
walking tour takes place from noon to 4 pm. Upon paying,
tourgoers are given an identifying badge and a booklet with a map
and brief descriptions of the homes. The QVNA Open House
Committee supplies house sitters (most of whom are seasoned
regulars who volunteer every year) to help keep an eye on things
during the tour.

Here’s what homeowners say about putting their houses on
the tour:

“It was an incentive for me to get several little projects done.”
“It was fun!”

 “I met so many nice people.”
“The people who took the tours were so interested in the house—

made me appreciate it in a new light.”
What have past tour-goers said about the house tour?

“I met several of the owners who graciously explained
the history of their home.”

“Beautiful homes and charming owners—I got wonderful ideas
for home décor.”

“I really enjoyed the houses.”
“I enjoyed that so many homeowners were on hand.”

If you are interested but have questions, do not hesitate to
call or email me at the office.
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Have something to say? Do it in the Crier.
Submit your stories by mail or email.

Make sure to include contact information.

Enjoy An Afternoon With the Philadelphia 76ers
Support Your Neighborhood Schools
The Philadelphia 76ers will host the Queen Village Neighbors
Association “School Spirit Night” on Sunday April 14, at 3:30 pm
at the Wells Fargo Center. From 2:30 to 3:20 pm, the Meredith &
Nebinger Elementary School choirs will perform, live, on the
concourse before the game. Tickets cost $30 for adults and $15
for students. Proceeds will benefit both elementary schools. If
you can’t make the game, consider purchasing a ticket to sponsor
a student or family. All payments are due by March 8. Purchase
tickets at info@qvna.org.

Nebinger Friends announce
Green School Program grant

Nebinger Elementary School has been selected for the
Recyclebank Green Schools Program grant. The Green Schools
Program supports educating children about their impact on the
environment and how they can take action.

The grant is in the amount of $2,500. For every 250 points
donated, Nebinger will receive $1. Deadline for this grant is
March 15. If we reach 50% of our goal, the school will receive an
extra $500.

How you can help:
1.  Whether you are already registered or would like to sign up
and begin earning Recyclebank points which you can then donate
to Nebinger. Go to www.recyclebank.com. Set up an account or
login into your existing account.
2. After you log in, go to www.recyclebank/greenschools. Look
for George W. Nebinger in the top right corner and convert your
points into dollars that will go directly to the school. You can also
view the program that will be supported by your donation of
points.
3. Spread the word to your friends and family. Post your activity
on your Twitter or Facebook account.

Don’t forget the deadline is March 15. The school commu-
nity appreciates your support!!

Bid on hot items
at Meredith School Auction

How would you like the opportunity for you and four of your
friends to take a VIP tour of the US Capitol? Or perhaps you
and 16 friends want to experience a private make-up class at
Neiman Marcus ($800 value)? Sports fans can win two (2) front
row floor seats to see the Philadelphia 76ers (includes food,
drinks, and parking, and is worth $1700)!

These items and more will be on the auction block at the
highly anticipated Meredith School Auction from 6 pm-10 pm,
Saturday March 2 at the IATSE Ballroom  at 2401 Swanson
Street. Tickets cost $40 in advance and $45 at the door and
include dinner, drinks, and entertainment from South Philly’s #1
DJ, Johnny Looch. There will be silent and live auction items
with a professional auctioneer. Other items include a Flyers’
helmet autographed by all of the players, hotel stays, private
cooking classes, and gift cards to theaters, restaurants, and
museums. To donate auction items, or to purchase tickets, email
the Meredith Auction Committee Co-Chairs Donielle at
doniellecal@comcast.net or Rebecca at rmakuen@yahoo.com.
Or call the school directly at 215 351-7360. 
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The Philadelphia Delegation of the Pennsylvania House of
Representatives hosted a public hearing on the property tax relief
package on Monday, Jan. 28, at the National Constitution Center.
Giving testimony were PEW Trust Research staff; Councilpersons
Squilla and Kenney; City Financial Director Rob Dubow;  and
speakers from community organizations. The State Delegation
Chair, State Rep. Cherelle L. Parker, D-Phila., described the
stated property tax relief package for Philadelphia homeowners:

“We recognize the financial strain the new tax system may
place on many city homeowners and homestead relief may not be
enough,” said Parker. “Therefore, the delegation is proposing
common sense legislation in an effort to provide relief to resi-
dents as they transition to the new rates under AVI.”

The property tax relief package is comprised of four
pieces of legislation:

• State Rep. Cherelle L. Parker, D-Phila. is introducing
legislation to provide Philadelphia with additional authority
to collect delinquent property taxes. The city will be
authorized to place liens on all properties under common
ownership in Pennsylvania when at least one is delinquent
in the taxes owed to Philadelphia. When the property owner
attempts to sell any of his/her property located within the
Commonwealth, the lien must be satisfied.
• Rep. Michelle Brownlee, D-Phila., is proposing a constitu-
tional amendment authorizing two classes of properties
(residential and commercial) to be taxed at different rates in
Philadelphia. Currently, all property in Philadelphia is taxed
at the same rate.
• Rep. Mike McGeehan, D-Phila., is recommending a bill to
give Philadelphia the ability to provide eligible Philadelphia
homeowners  the option to make property tax payments in
periodic installments.
• Rep. Mike O’Brien, D-Phila., is offering a bill to provide
relief for long-term owner-occupants by amending the First
and Second County Property Tax Relief Act to afford
Philadelphia the same authority to use age and financial
need when considering relief for long-term owner-occu-
pants, often referred to as gentrification relief.

“We recognize that there can be unforeseen circumstances
when enacting such sweeping reform,”  Brownlee said. “Because
of this, we thought it prudent to offer this amendment as a
resource, or tool, in the event county officials need to modify
assessments as they seek an equitable tax code of our city.”

“Working together, we have come up with a plan that we
firmly believe will not just solve problems in Philadelphia, but
can be used as a model throughout the commonwealth,”
McGeehan said. “The times change – and this is our concerted
attempt to change with them. We want to place some new tools in
the hands of those who desperately need them.”

“It is proper and necessary for state lawmakers to step in and
provide a lifeline to homeowners who can least afford a property
tax hike, some of which will be up to 300 percent. It would be a
disservice to our public school children and homeowners alike to
stand back and do nothing,” said O’Brien.

“With the assistance and support of Mayor Nutter and
Council President Darrell Clarke, we were able to create legisla-
tion that will benefit all Philadelphians and lessen their property
tax burden,” Parker said .

We will advocate for the passage of these bills, and will call
on you when it’s important to have community support. We also
are here to help any individual who may need help. I can be
reached at richard wolk @comcast.net.

AVI Assessments Continued from page 1
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Sustainability Committee offers
Home Energy Assessments
by Ed Bell, Sustainability Committee Chair
The average household is responsible for 21% of all US emissions
of climate-changing carbon dioxide. Not only that, but our old and,
sometimes not so old, homes are energy hogs.

For these reasons 1,500 homes in the Delaware Valley have
decided to take action to reduce their energy costs and carbon
footprint with an energy assessment.

Now in the second year of our ongoing effort to make Queen
Village a more environmentally friendly place to live, the QVNA
Sustainability Committee is continuing to promote the Home Energy
Assessment. The program is offering discounted home energy
assessments for less than half of the market price. This first step can
result in a significant reduction in energy consumption. After
renovation, one QV house has reduced air loss through infiltration
by over 50%, which will nearly halve the home’s energy use.
What is a Home Energy Assessment?
A home energy assessment, or home energy audit, is the first step to
assess how much energy your home consumes and what measures
you can take to make your home more energy efficient. Home
Energy Assessments include the following:
• Consultation with an expert to advise you on easy ways to save
• Testing to make sure your HVAC systems are working safely and

efficiently
• Recommendations and advice regarding contractors to manage

upgrades
• Detailed information regarding current local, state, and federal

incentives
What are the benefits of a Home Energy Assessment?
A Home Energy Assessment is critical to understanding how to
make your home more energy efficient and points the way to:

• Lower utility bills
• Increased health, comfort, and safety
• Reduced Environmental Impact
• Increased home value

How much does it cost?
The Queen Village Neighbors Association is making it easier and
more affordable for homeowners to get a Home Energy Assessment
with a local certified auditor, Star Energy Solutions. Energy
Assessments will be available for a limited time at the following
prices.

Homes under 2,500 square feet: $150
Homes over 2,500 square feet: $150 plus $50 for every additional
500 square feet.

How do I participate?
Email Clayton Bedwell at ctbedwell@gmail.com by Sunday, March
31, with your name, address, and preferred method of contact.

QVNA and EnergyWorks
EnergyWorks is currently offering Queen Village homeowners $50
rebates on their home energy assessments. If you move forward with
an energy improvement project of at least $1,000, Energy Works
also will make loans available to qualified, approved applicants for
as low as 0.99% fixed interest for 10 years, and will follow up with
independent quality assurance to ensure all work has been done
correctly. For more information on EnergyWorks, visit the program
website at www.EnergyWorksNow.com

Fire Prevention Tip
Queen Village resident and real estate agent Bill Grubb sends a
reminder about a new City Council ordinance that requires home
owners to install 10-year, non-removable, lithium batteries in all
smoke detectors.
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Many thanks to latest donors to
Queen Village Community Center
Friends of Weccacoe continues to help raise money for the
proposed Queen Village Community Center. It would be great to
get it renovated next fall at the same time as the playground
undergoes renovations.

Thanks to those who gave donations recently: Charles Branas,
Helen Buttel, Muge Gozen, Beverly Jogan, Stephen Koruba and
Evelyn Sukela,  Andrew Levitt, Walt Lowthian and Linda
Sheffield, James F. Murphy, Christin L. Phillips, Barbara H.
Seiple, Shubhra A. Singh, Leslie A. Slipakoff, Christopher D.
Smith, David D. Swan, and Keith Swan.

Here’s my contribution to QVNA’s vitality!
—  Individual $25 —  Family $50 —  Friend $100 — Benefactor $500

Name:  _______________________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________

Phone: ______________________________ Email:__________________________________________

Mail to or drop off, at QVNA, P.O. Box 63763, 19147 (Checks payable to QVNA)

Contributions may be tax deductible. QVNA Federal Tax ID # 23-2025152. Consult your tax advisor

United Way Donor Choice helps QVNA, too!
Designate Donor Choice #558 on your United Way pledge form.

Contribute online at: qvna.org/annualappeal

WITH YOUR HELP QVNA CAN BE MORE VITAL; WE CAN DO SO MUCH MORE!
WITH YOUR CONTRIBUTION, QVNA can support:

• community activities and events
• Queen Village Friends of Parks groups
• neighborhood schools  • sidewalk cleaning

WITH YOUR CONTRIBUTION, QVNA can:
• contribute as a neighborhood to projects such as saving the
roof of historic Emmanuel Lutheran Church on 4th Street
• respond to an emergency such as a recent house fire.

WITH YOUR CONTRIBUTION, QVNA can:
 DO SO MUCH MORE.

Thank you for helping QVNA be so much more vital!

Before Jackie Robinson, Catto
“Octavius Valentine Catto broke baseball’s color line
80 years before Jackie Robinson; he integrated
streetcars 90 years before Rosa Parks; and he was
fighting for voter rights 100 years before Selma and
Birmingham. Yet most Americans have never heard of
him,” so says Daniel Biddle, co-author with Murray Dubin, of
Tasting Freedom: Octavius Catto and the Battle for Equality in
Civil War America.

Catto will be honored at 11 am, February 23 at the corner of
6th & Lombard Streets. All military units, civilians in period
costume, veterans and heritage groups are encouraged to partici-
pate. A Pennsylvania National Guard Award Ceremony follows at
1 pm in the Union League for the Major Catto Medal. For informa-
tion, contact Dr. Andy Waskie at andy.waskie@temple.edu




