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QVNA Community
Parking Lot

Only $75 per month!
(Enter on Christian Street between

Front and Columbus Boulevard)

Call 215 790-1146

Come celebrate
with your neighbors

QV’s Annual Holiday Party!
Thursday, December 21, 6:30 pm - 9:30 pm

Old Swede’s Church Christian & Swanson Streets (enter on Christian)

Come with family, friends, a neighbor.
Bring a side dish or dessert to share.

We’ll supply refreshments.
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Queen Village Crier
By Walt Lowthian
No doubt you’ve heard about the new
Riverfront Planning initiative advanced
by Councilman DiCicco and announced
by Mayor Street October 12. After two
decades of stalled efforts, a plan will be
created over the next year to guide
development for the next decades along
seven miles of the river from Oregon to
Allegheny Avenue.

Two “values meetings” where residents
could voice their thoughts were being
held as this issue of the Crier went to
press.

The new initiative breaks with past
approaches by being civic driven rather
than commercially or politically driven. A
45-person Advisory Group will oversee
the process. This group includes represen-
tatives from 15 civic organizations as well
as an array of governmental, political and
business entities representing waterfront,
community, city and region interests.
Queen Village has been represented by
Walt Lowthian and Jeff Rush (through
Old Swede’s Court).

Organizing and gathering expertise is in
the hands of Harris Steinberg, Director of
Penn Praxis, a consulting arm of the
School of Design, University of Pennsyl-

Two Years Running: It's
Officially a Tradition

(See lots of photos on page 4.)
For the second year in a row, Mario Lanza
Park was THE Halloween night destina-
tion for the under-5 crowd in Queen
Village. By some counts, 200 little ones
came to trick-or-treat at tables set up in
the park by Scott Abramson, Tony Moran,
and David O'Donnell. Scott, father of a
two-year old, came up with the idea, and
it has been a great success. Thanks to
David and Tony for the tables and candy.

Monthly Plastics/Mixed
Paper Recycling Drop Off
needs volunteers!

On the first Saturday of every month
volunteers collect Plastics (#1 and #2
only) and Mixed Paper (including
cardboard) at the Recycling Drop-Off Site
under I-95, off Washington Avenue.

The group needs more volunteers! Do
you use the site? Volunteer for even one
Saturday during the year. Are you a high-
school student looking for a community
service project? Here's a perfect one close
to home. If you’d like to help, email or
call the office.

Thanks for the memories
Thank you once again to Steve Sitarski,
Chief of Interpretation and Visitor
Services at Independence National
Historic Park, who led another Historic
Queen Village tour in November. Every-
one who took the tour raved about it, and
Steve promises to do another one next
Spring.

Neighborhood
Conservation District
for QV moves forward
At a community meeting at St. Philip’s on
November 30, Martin Gregorski, of the
City Planning Commission, presented a
draft of the regulations for Queen
Village’s new Neighborhood Conservation
District (NCD).

As a quick recap for everyone, the NCD

New Delaware Riverfront Planning Initiative
vania. In a welcome revitalization, the
City Planning Commission, with its new
Director, Janice Woodcock, is charged
with providing significant support.
Various experts will be hired to provide
specific study and planning input. Sup-
porting all this is a $1.6 million grant from
the William Penn Foundation.

How do you find out more and get
involved? Go to the web site
planphilly.com. Articles are posted
regularly covering the riverfront, casinos
and other items. To get a flavor, click on
“Press” and scroll down and click on
“Rethinking the River, with Your Help
(October 25).”

November Board
Election Results

The November Board Election results:
President: Jeff Rush (filling an unex-
pired term through December 2007);
Board members: Marlise Ellis, Mike
Hauptman, Jim Markham, and Richard
Wolk (through 2008).

Congratulations to all and thank you to
all the candidates who ran.

Continued on page 3
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719 S. Fourth Street
Philadelphia, PA 19147
Prepared Foods to Go
Vitamins & Cosmetics
Frequent Shopper
Discounts

Tel 215.922.1146
FAX 215.922.5150Natural Foods

trinity framing
701 s. 3rd st.
215.351.1600
www.trinityframing.com

FROM NEVILLE VAKHARIA
QUEEN VILLAGE NEIGHBORS ASSOCIATION ACTING PRESIDENT

Store hours: Tuesday-Saturday 11am to 7pm; Sunday 12pm to 5pm

Here’s to a Great Year Ahead
It has truly been an honor to serve as the acting president of
QVNA for the past six months. While I look forward to resuming
my role as Executive Vice-President, I wanted to use my final
column to acknowledge QVNA’s current board and staff. I am
always impressed by how much QVNA’s board and staff do to
improve the quality of life in our neighborhood. Our current
board of directors is a dedicated and hard-working team, each
taking a leadership role in addressing issues facing Queen Village
and ensuring that its residents have a voice. Our volunteer board
members selflessly give their time, energy, and expertise, and I’m
proud to be working with them.

We’re also very fortunate to have Carla Puppin as our part-time
executive director. Carla’s experience and passion for community
involvement have helped ensure that the board’s plans become
reality.

So it was quite disheartening to all of us on the board to learn
that the recent board elections were marred by negative com-
ments, phone calls, emails, and even flyers being distributed
regarding the current board of directors. While we may expect
these tactics in politics, it hardly seems fitting among neighbors
who all want the same thing, which is to continue to improve
Queen Village. This negativity does nothing but hinder our
progress and damage the reputation of our neighborhood. Imagine
if all the effort spent spreading negative comments were instead
used on something positive.

With the recent board elections, we’ll now have a new presi-
dent serving out the remainder of our past president’s term and
we’ll also have another new board member joining us. Remem-
ber, the board exists to serve all residents. Your concerns are our
concerns. We’ll continue keep everyone involved and hope to see
more of you at our meetings and events.

And speaking of events, all neighbors are invited to the QVNA
Holiday Party, on Thursday, December 21 at Old Swedes Church.
We hope to see you there.

I can’t close without thanks to Steve Schatz, who has served on
the QVNA Board for the last two years, and headed the Nuisance
Noice Committee. Steve, a professional consultant for on-line
fundraising, will continue to work on that committee, but will
also lend his expertise to the new Fundraising Committee.

Finally, as the year comes to an end, please consider making a
tax-deductible contribution to QVNA. Your contributions go
directly to improving our neighborhood.

— Your Neighbor, Neville Vakharia
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A Vibrant City.
A Close Community.
A Culture of Learning.

A college preparatory, coed, Quaker day
school,  pre-K through 12, at 17th on The
Parkway in Center City Philadelphia.
Admission and open house information:
215.561.5900 ext 104. www.friends-select.org

Open House
Thursday, January 4, 8:45 to 11:00 a.m.

Good news (for now):
Tax re-assessment plan postponed

The City's Full Valuation Tax Re-Assessment Project that
concerned us all has been postponed. However, your Property
Tax Committee is still working for you. We would like to know
if your individual real estate taxes have gone up. If so, please
contact the QVNA office, or our website.

Committee formed almost two years ago to address serious
development issues in Queen Village (as one example,
“teardowns,” often of historic buildings, were happening far too
often). In the past, the QVNA Board had discussed the possibility
of becoming a Historic District, a costly and cumbersome
process.

An idea then emerged to create a less restrictive set of regula-
tions that would be more “user friendly,” but that would nonethe-
less help QVNA fulfill its mission of preserving and protecting
the historic nature of the community. With Councilman DiCicco’s
help, the concept of a Neighborhood Conservation District was
born, and Queen Village, as the oldest neighborhood, was to be
the first such district.

The idea for a Neighborhood Conservation District was
presented to the community at the September 2004 General
Meeting and was favorably received. The NCD committee,
headed by Rick Cole and Mike Hauptman, then got to work and
at the January 2006 General Meeting, they gave a preliminary
report with a slide presentation that outlined development issues.
They also proposed guidelines. These guidelines were then sent to
the Planning Commission and became the basis for the
Commission’s draft regulations.

At the November 30 meeting, Marty Gregorski and Council-
man DiCicco stated that the regulations are open to community
input and revision. The Councilman said that he will only support
the regulations if a majority of Queen Village residents are in
favor, and there is no time table for his submission to City
Council. For a copy of the NCD Distric Draft Regulations, contact
QVNA Executive Director Carla Puppin at info@qvna.org.

The Planning Commission will again meet with the community
at QVNA’s General Meeting on January 18, 2007, to further
review the NCD regulations. Neighbors are welcome to provide
comments at that meeting, or can send comments to
info@qvna.org prior to the meeting.

Casino site announcement
is December 20
On December 20, the PA State Gaming Board will announce its
decision as to the location of the two casinos in Philadelphia.
QVNA joined other communities in South Philadelphia, to send a
loud, clear, and consistent “worst possible site” message to the
State and the City about the proposed Foxwoods site at Reed and
Columbus Avenue.

The Inquirer came to the same conclusion in its evaluation of
the sites. We testified, we staged protest rallies, we wrote letters
How well we did will soon be apparent.

Special thanks to Colleen Puckett, for all the hard work she
did as the point person for QVNA in helping to organize the
opposition to the Foxwoods site.

Conservation District
Continued from page 1



Queen Village Crier 4        December, 2006

Meeting your real estate needs with professional excellence!

Michele Golembeski, R.N.
Realtor Associate

Voicemail (215) 922-3600 Ext: 325
Cell: (215) 850-9227

E-Mail: mgrealtor@comcast.net
226 South Street • Philadelphia, PA 19147
215-922-4200 • Fax: 215-922-7774

Sanctuary on 2nd
752 S. 2nd St.

therapeutic massage
holistic education
natural products and gifts

Ask us how tohost
your own spa party

215-922-5323(a
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healing within

May we bring some
color to your home or office?

R. CHOBERT
PAINTING & PAPERHANGING
641 Reed Street, Philadelphia

(215) 389-7788
CREATING BEAUTY SINCE 1967

“Ambassador”
Your Home Cleaning Pros

+
Apts., Condos, & Common Areas . . .

THE GIFT THAT KEEPS GIVING

“Simplifying Your Life”

Insured  Quality Care
Bonded 215-463-4425 Guaranteed

�

Halloween
in Mario Lanza Park
Fairies and pumpkins,
and goblins and princesses,
cowboys and chickens; a few
of their favorite things.
(See article, page 1)
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QVNA Launches Transit
Guide
You see the SEPTA buses go through Queen
Village. But do you know how to use them?
Can they help with your travel needs? With
those questions in mind, the QVNA Trans-
portation Committee has created a Transit
Guide specifically for QV residents.

Open the QV website, http://
www.qvna.org/, and click the About Queen Village button at the
top of the page. The drop-down menu displays a Queen Village
Transit Guide link. Click it for the Guide.

The Guide focuses on Queen Village, with an easy-to-read map
of SEPTA routes that connect QV to the rest of Philadelphia.
There’s helpful info on fares, accessibility, and connections, along
with transit riding tips and terminology. Considering a day in
New York City? The Guide describes transit options that can get
you there cheaply.

The Guide is especially intended for new residents, and for
seniors and others making the shift from driving to transit.

The new Transit Guide helps you get wherever you’re going.

A rousing thank you to our guides
Many hands made the Guide a reality. Neville Vakharia
developed the web pages. John Federico designed the map
for the pages. Jim Feeney drafted the text. Stay tuned. The
Transportation Committee is considering additional projects
to improve transit access for Queen Village residents.



Queen Village Crier 6        December, 2006

Want to participate in framing an
agenda for Philadelphia’s future?
What subjects should an agenda for the future of Philadelphia
contain? That question is being asked of citizens by a collabora-
tive venture, Great Expectations, spearheaded by the Philadelphia
Inquirer.

In January, the project will hold a series of citizens’ forums to
“name and frame the chief challenges facing Philadelphia,
identify possible solutions, and suggest ones which hold the most
promise.”  The project will culminate in an Agenda for the Next
Great City to be offered before the mayoral election.

The Queen Village/Pennsport forum will be held 6:30 to 9:30
pm, January 17, at the Fleisher Art Memorial, 719 Catharine
Street. To register online, go to http://go.philly.com/registration.
Or by mail at Great Expectations/Citizen Voices, Fels Institute,
University of Pennsylvania, 3814 Walnut St., Phila., PA 19104.

In addition to the Inquirer, the project is sponsored by The
University of Pennsylvania, with funding from The Lenfest
Foundation. For more information, www.fels.upnn.edu/
greatexpectation.htm.

Zoning • Taxes • Clean & Safe Streets
New Trees • Bike Racks • Parking

Queen Village Neighbors Association works on all those fronts
and more to assure that our neighborhood remains

the best place to live in the city.
Won’t you join us?

Working together we can preserve what we love while we plan
and improve for the future. Your contribution helps Queen

Village meet the future proudly.

Name:  _____________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________

Phone: __________________ Email:______________________

❑  Individual sponsor $25 ❑  Family Sponsorship $40

❑  Friend $100 ❑ Benefactor $500

Please make all checks payable to QVNA.
Your contribution helps keep your neighborhood strong!

Mail to, or drop off, at QVNA, 736 S. 3rd Street, 19147

Contributions may be tax deductible.
QVNA Federal Tax ID # 23-2025152
Consult your tax advisor.

The United Way
Donor Choice Campaign is underway!

You can also contribute to QVNA by designating Donor
Choice #558 on your United Way pledge form at work.

Give a presentGive a presentGive a presentGive a presentGive a present
to the neighborhoodto the neighborhoodto the neighborhoodto the neighborhoodto the neighborhood
that will lastthat will lastthat will lastthat will lastthat will last
all year long!all year long!all year long!all year long!all year long!

To:
Queen
Village
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Joseph G. Brin, AIA Architect

renovations
additions
new residential construction

Jbrin@brinarchitect.biz      215.248.2430
    410-412 South Street           Philadelphia PA 19147-1535
    215-923-1986 FAX  215-923-2299

Martin Bernstein
Realtor Associate

Recognized.
Respected.
Recommended.

Plumer & Associates, Inc., Realtors
226 South Street, Philadelpha Pa. 19147
215 922 3600 X 316  Office
215 922 7774  Fax
mbernstein@plumerre.com  Email
215 870 0646  Cell

Call Martin . . . Leave nothing to chance.

Bright future beckons at Beck
Park next Spring
by Michael Garden
Beck Park will have a colorful new look this Spring. On
Saturday, November 11, Kim Massare, Amanda Leon, and
Julie Woodward of the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society
(PHS) joined volunteers from the Friends of Beck Park to
plant over 200 bulbs and prepare the planting beds for the
winter. Alliums, tulips, crocuses, and narcissus were
among the several different varieties of bulbs sown
throughout the park.

The PHS volunteers also donated dozens of plants
including an azalea, a rose bush and various grasses. As
the Park is slowly re-emerging as a neighborhood focal
point, the volunteers were excited about the prospects for
Spring.

Volunteers enjoyed the pleasant work and warm tem-
peratures, and the coffee provided by Alia Banna and Jerry
Roseman of Philadelphia Java Co. as well as batches of
warm scones baked by a grateful neighbor.

by Steve Schatz
As chair of the Nuisance Noise Committee, I have been attending
the monthly meetings of the South Street Police District Advisory
Committee. Some business owners on South Street are as
concerned about motorcycle noise as we are. In the past several
months, police have made as many as 47 motorcycle stops a
month, but more recently that number dropped significantly. To
get motorcycles back on the radar screen, the Nuisance Noise
Committee presented the following resolution at the Board's
November 2 meeting. The resolution was approved and has been
forwarded to the police, as follows:

Here’s buzz on motorcycles: Back on police radar and off the streets
“Queen Village Residents have experienced numerous distur-
bances from motorcycles racing through our neighborhood. These
vehicles do not have proper mufflers (i.e., baffles) and are
producing levels of noise that are at least disturbing — and at the
extreme — frightening and startling residents. Queen Village
Neighbors Association fully supports police efforts to enforce the
City noise ordinances particularly as applied to motorcycles
which are not in compliance with the Motor Vehicle Code and
which are clearly producing noise exceeding that allowed by City
ordinances.”

— Queen Village Neighbors Association Board Resolution:
Motorcycle Noise, November 2, 2006
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