
Continued on page 2

QVNA Community
Parking Lot

Only $95 per month!
(Enter on Christian Street between Front

and Columbus Blvd.)

Call 215 569-8400, ext 4660

QUEEN VILLAGE NEIGHBORS ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 63763, Philadelphia, PA 19147

phone  215-339-0975  •  fax  215-701-4202  •  email  info@qvna.org  •  web: www.qvna.org

Board of Directors: Jeff Hornstein, President; Amy Shelanski, Executive Vice-President;
Ted Warren, Vice President; Bill Landy, Treasurer; Cindy Elliott, Recording Secretary

Brent Chavis, Kathy Dilonardo, Mike Hauptman, Kim Maialetti,
Rich Miller, Leslie Patterson-Tyler, and Honey Pertnoy.

Emeritus Members: Marian Buczek, Kathy Conway
Staff

Carla Puppin, Executive Director; Judy Mathe Foley, Crier Editor
THE CRIER  IS PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Property Tax Reform
and the Actual Value
Initiative
By Jeff Hornstein, QVNA President
Once again, it was heartening to see a nice
turnout for the March General Meeting.
Our guest, State Senator Larry Farnese,
echoed the sentiments expressed in
February by Representative Michael
O’Brien, casting Harrisburg as a divided
and dysfunctional place these days. While
it’s important for us to keep the pressure on
and fight for education funding and against
fracking, I’ve come to believe more
strongly than ever that QVNA needs to use
its resources to make our neighborhood
and our City a better place to live and
work.

On that note, as QVNA Property Tax
Reform Committee Chair Richard Wolk
reported, we now know that Mayor
Michael Nutter intends to implement the
so-called Actual Value Initiative (AVI) in
the upcoming fiscal year. He is apparently
counting on an additional $90 million in
revenue from real estate tax changes that
were supposed to be “revenue neutral.” On
its face, the Actual Value Initiative makes
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‘It Takes Queen Village’ is knocking on your door!  
“It Takes Queen Village” volunteers will be going door-to-door throughout Queen Village
on Saturday April 28 from 9 am to 1 pm, all for the sake of our neighborhood public
schools. “It Takes Queen Village” volunteers will be asking you for the following:

• To make a financial contribution for the Schools and Youth Activities Committee
payable to QVNA (tax deductible);
• To volunteer your time by reading and tutoring the students; and
• To sign a petition in support of public education.

The volunteers will also ask for your email address so you can get email updates on
activities at both schools and opportunities to advocate for public education.

The QVNA Schools & Youth Activities Committee is still looking for volunteers for this
“It Takes Queen Village” neighborhood canvass. If you would like to volunteer, email
qvnaschoolnews@gmail.com, or just show up at 9 am at the community building of the
Weccacoe Playground in the 400 block of Catharine Street.

COME CELEBRATE SOUTHWARK ON ITS 250TH ANNIVERSARY (1762-2012!)
Noon to 4 pm, Saturday, April 28 at Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’ Church),

Front and Christian Streets
What is Southwark? Just the first suburb of Philadel-
phia! Learn more about this fascinating neighborhood
that existed before the Revolutionary War. Home to
America’s first Navy Yard, it had an immigration site
second in size only to Ellis Island (see photo), and
served as a very important way-station for Civil War
soldiers making their way south (or for the fortunate
ones, making their way back home). Plus much,
much more!

This important neighborhood is located south of
South Street, between the Delaware River and Passyunk Avenue, and south to Mifflin
Street. Find out who lived here, and why!

The anniversary celebration includes food and beer tastings, three live bands, face
painting and balloon animals for the kids, and historical speakers. The event is free of
charge. We will also be collecting donations to benefit a mural project on 4th and Fulton
Street.

What’s Inside this Month’s Crier
Sweet Garden News, page 2 • Neighborhood Schools, page 4 • Stoop to conquer litter, page 5

Dog Committee News, page 6 • YoDawg! comic, page 7
PLUS: Small Streets, Ralph Burnley’s Award, Free Lecture, Music Instruction

We need to base our tax system on
defensible numbers produced

by reputable methods.

sense: our property tax system is notori-
ously broken and inequitable. Comparable
properties are often assessed at wildly
different values, and therefore taxed at very
different levels, leading to well-justified
anger and confusion. We need to base our
tax system on defensible numbers pro-
duced by reputable methods, and the City
is in the midst of a massive property survey
that will conclude this fall at the earliest.
But the mayor wants City Council to pass a
budget by June 30 that includes an increase
in the tax rate prior to knowing the new
values. This makes little sense.

Property tax reform is critical in a city
like ours, in which so-called “Greater
Center City” is seeing an influx of new
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residents, and property values are on the rise. Despite some
positive developments in City tax policy in recent years —
decreases in the wage tax, incremental changes to business taxes—
this city has a long way to go if it is to create a fiscal climate
conducive to both economic dynamism and continued residential
growth. One of Philadelphia’s comparative advantages is our
relatively affordable housing; we cannot afford to jeopardize this
by a drastic and unbalanced approach to property tax reform.

The Actual Value Initiative as currently proposed will
dramatically impact neighborhoods like Queen Village, Northern
Liberties, Bella Vista, East Passyunk, and Graduate Hospital —
precisely those neighborhoods that have driven Philadelphia’s
slow but steady revival. Many of the most affected neighborhoods
are in the First Council District. Councilman Squilla has demon-
strated leadership by seeking to halt the implementation of a new
tax rate until we see what the “actual values” look like. To aid and
advise the Councilman, QVNA put out a call to all the civic
associations in the First District to form what we are tentatively
calling the “1st District Property Tax Advisory Group.” The
response was swift and overwhelming, and by the time you are
reading this, the Advisory Group will have had its initial meeting
with leaders from at least eight civic associations in attendance.

To be clear: Our goal is not to stop property tax reform, but
to ensure that it is done right. This is a generational opportunity
and we need to consider every good idea. We know that, relative
to other cities, Philadelphia places a high proportion of the
property tax burden on residential property versus commercial
property. Taxes fall more heavily on buildings (“improvements”)
than on land, creating perverse incentives to hold onto vacant
land and let buildings deteriorate. A large proportion of
Philadelphia’s property is held by non-profit entities that pay no
real estate taxes. The City has done an inadequate job of collect-
ing millions of dollars in delinquent taxes. Because many of our
property owners are on moderate or fixed incomes, large, sudden
tax increases will lead to extreme hardship or foreclosure. We
need to consider these and other facts and ideas as we formulate
policy proposals. If you want to get involved in Property Tax
Reform issues, please reach out to Richard Wolk at
richardwolk@comcast.net.

So, QVNA is continuing to do what we can to take matters
into our community’s hands. We will be proactive in formulating
tax policy, making Queen Village our city’s greenest neighbor-
hood, revitalizing commercial corridors, supporting our neighbor-
hood schools and playgrounds, and honoring and celebrating our
rich history. Stay informed about the many ongoing projects at
www.qvna.org and www.facebook.com/queenvillage.

And of course, please come to the April 19 General Meeting.
This meeting will be sponsored by neighborhood gastropub
Kennett, which will provide tasty snacks. Our special guest will
be Dr. Ralph Burnley, the dynamic principal of the Nebinger
School. QVNA is committed to supporting Nebinger in its quest
to become the second high-quality neighborhood school serving
Queen Village (see pages 4 and 5), and we want everyone to have
a chance to meet Dr. Burnley. Also, in preparation for the 250th
Anniversary of the Southwark neighborhood (see page 1), we’ll
devote a part of the meeting to “Southwark Quizzo” which should
be great fun. Hope to see many of you there. In the meantime, I
can always be reached at jeff.hornstein@gmail.com.
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Winnie the Pooh would feel right
at home at Southwark Queen Village
Community Garden
It’s every beekeeper’s dream: one’s very own extractor and state
approval as a certified kitchen. The Southwark Queen Village
Community Garden now has both. With a $5,000 grant from

QVNA, the garden’s five
beekeepers recently
purchased the necessary
equipment (extractor,
decapping tub, shelves,
workbench) to extract
honey from their hives on
site in the garden. Their
honey house, built last
summer with a grant from
the Neighborhood
Gardens Association, has
been approved by the
Pennsylvania Department
of Agriculture as a
certified kitchen.  Now
the gardeners will no
longer have to travel to
Newark, Delaware with
all their frames and

containers to extract their honey—they can do it on site.
And we’re not talking about just a few pounds. Yields have

varied from year to year—a bumper year was 2008, when the
hives yielded 220 pounds, which translated into 345 jars of honey.
In 2011, there were just 89 pounds for a total of 91 jars. Either
way, that’s a lot of honey. Gardeners are the first to be able to buy
a jar or two of honey and the rest are sold at garden events to go
back into the garden funds.

Learn the lingo. Wondering what a “decapping tub” is? Visit
the garden web site www.swqvgarden.org for more pictures and
an explanation of the full circuit from hives to honey. We look
forward in the future to honey house tours for the neighborhood!

Join TreeVitalize Tree Planting
on Saturday, April 21
Calling all greening folks in the neighborhood. No experience
necessary, just a willingness to help dig, or shovel and cart
mulch to tree planting sites. The Queen Village Tree Tenders
will meet at 9 a.m. sharp at the Weccacoe Playground building
(400 block of Catharine Street). There will be a quick lesson in
planting a bare-root tree. Volunteers will then be split up into
groups, each with a trained leader. Bring work gloves. If you
have a shovel or outdoor broom, bring that as well.

QV Open House Tour May 19
Volunteer to be a house sitter for a two-hour period, and you
get to take the tour for free during the other two hours.
Call 215 339-0975 or email info@qvna.org

FROM CARLA PUPPIN

QUEEN VILLAGE NEIGHBORS ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Beekeeper Carolyn Scott shows

off the new honey extractor drum.
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2,000 bags of trash off the streets
Help QVNA clean up!
Since late 2003, QVNA has contracted with a local company,
LRC Services, to pick up litter once a week on sidewalks and
curbs for all the north-south streets between Bainbridge and
Washington Avenue, including Moyamensing and Passyunk
Avenues, from Front to the east side of 6th. LRC’s litter pickup is
about 2000 bags a year—approximately 31,000 pounds of litter.

QVNA spends $15,000 a year for this weekly service, and we
could use your help. Contribute to a cleaner Queen Village
with the coupon below.

Count me in; here’s my contribution
—  Individual $25 —  Family $40 —  Friend $100 — Benefactor $500

Name:  _______________________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________

Phone: ______________________________ Email:__________________________________________

Mail to or drop off, at QVNA, P.O. Box 63763, 19147m (Checks payable to QVNA)

Contributions may be tax deductible. QVNA Federal Tax ID # 23-2025152
Consult your tax advisor

United Way Donor Choice helps QVNA, too!
Designate Donor Choice #558

on your United Way pledge form at work.

FitC: Enrich your urban experience
A new, groundbreaking organization, Friends in the City, or FitC,
is a membership-based “community without walls,” that is open
to all who wish to enrich their urban experience. FitC is part of
Friends Center City, a non-profit Quaker-based organization that
also manages FCC Riverfront, a residential community at 22
South Front Street. FCC took the ground-breaking step of
expanding membership beyond the walls of Riverfront for a
diverse adult community to enjoy.

FitC has a book club, play reading group, and walking group,
and organizes a monthly dinner and trip to a Curtis Institute of
Music concert, as well as an intimate monthly luncheon at a
private club with a civic leader. FitC also coordinates cultural and
educational experiences that focus on under-the-radar events.
Some members also find interesting and engaging volunteer
opportunities through FitC.

The philosophy of FCC and FitC is grounded in its Quaker
roots: All people are inherently worthy, with different capacities
and strengths and deserve to be treated with integrity. Further-
more, all religious and ethical traditions should be honored.

Membership in Friends in the City is $25 per season, or $50
for the year. See www.friendscentercity.org; email
info@friendscentercity.org or call 267 639 5257.

Correction: Luckily, the Crier
didn’t write the check!
Last month we inadvertently included incorrect information in the
article about Dr. Ralph Burnley, principal of Nebinger Elementary
School, being named Principal of the Year. We understated the
amount of the Lindback Foundation’s award which came with the
honor; the correct amount is $15,000.

Nominated by Home & School President Maureen
Fratantoni, Burnley was honored for his significant leadership
and humanitarian contributions to students, staff and community.

This award recognizes principals who have dedicated their
time and efforts to public service to benefit the school and
community; who demonstrate compassion for other humans by
their acts of kindness; who demonstrate high expectations and
develop people within their schools and communities; and who
ensure that conditions and incentives fully support teaching and
learning to ensure all students are well prepared to succeed in the
21st century.

Dr. Burnley’s hard work and dedication is turning Nebinger
into one of the neighborhood’s top notch schools.

Jean Barr stars in energy audit story
Congrats to Jean P. Barr for representing Queen Village and its
Sustainability Committee so well in a story in The Philadelphia
Inquirer. Barr was featured as one of the people who took
advantage of an energy-audit performed by EnergyWorks. Barr’s
only regret, the story reported, was that having “spent a bundle on
insulation and other energy-efficiency improvements for her
home” the warmer than usual winter “means she was denied the
opportunity to gloat over just how much the work would save on
her energy bills.” The work she had done was well worth it,
though, Barr says, and she may yet save on air conditioning this
summer with a better insulated house. You can read the story at
http://tinyurl.com/6p6nwtp, and another one on the same subject
appears at the Energy Coordinating Agency’s website at http://
tinyurl.com/75gjwy2



Queen Village Crier 5           April, 2012

A Call to Action: Can we stoop
to conquer litter?
by Matt Aragona
Queen Village is by far one of Philadelphia’s best neighborhoods to
live in. Unfortunately, as with most of Philadelphia, the problem of
litter and trash on our streets and sidewalks is an ever-growing
concern. So who is responsible for cleaning up the streets? Some
neighborhoods (including our own) do have sidewalk cleaning
programs, but realistically, these efforts cannot keep up with the
amount of litter that accumulates daily; especially on trash day. So
what can be done to help solve this problem?

At our first official meeting, the Queen Village Beautification
Committee made a commitment to lead by example and start
cleaning up the streets and sidewalks of Queen Village. We each
made a pledge to pick up trash when we see it and keep our
neighborhood clean, one person at a time.

As the Beautification Committee ramps up its work addressing
the issue of trash in our neighborhood, we are asking all of you to
join us in this pledge by holding yourselves accountable. The next
time you see trash on your block, please stop and pick it up, because
if you don’t, who will?

And always remember this quote from Ben Harper: “I can
clean up the earth, with my own two hands.”

The Queen Village Beautification Committee meets the 4th
Tuesday of every month and welcomes all who want to be involved
in solutions for keeping our neighborhood cleaned and greened.

MUSICAL NEWS FROM NEBINGER
by Rebecca Britt
The music department at Nebinger School is expanding this
spring and invites the neighborhood to its Spring Concert at 7 pm
on May 22. A jazz ensemble comprised of teachers and Home and
School President Maureen Fratantoni will make their debut,
performing with the boys’ chorus. A kindergarten tour will be
offered at 5 pm before the concert.

The new girls’ chorus will be performing at PCCY’s benefit
and silent auction at the Crystal Tea Room on May 2. Nebinger is
also a semifinalist for the Adopt-a-School partnership with the
Walnut Street Theater, and in April, teachers will be able to attend
workshops on using theatrical techniques in the classroom.

Save the date: Sunday June 10, 1 pm, Heroes of Nebinger
Golf Outing at Ron Jaworski’s Vallybrook Country Club, 200
Golf View Drive, Blackwood, NJ.

Please check the Friends of Nebinger facebook page
(nebingerfriends@gmail.com) for more details on all events, and
to find out about other ways to support Friends of Nebinger and
Nebinger School.

Upcoming at Meredith School
(725 South 5th Street)
Special Performance by Philadanco!
Saturday, April 21, 7 pm
Tickets, $10, benefit the Meredith Dance Program

Philadelphia Burger Brawl
Sunday, May 6, 3 to 6 pm
Fleisher Art Memorial, 719 Catharine Street
Tickets ($75) can be purchased at: www.phillyburgerbrawl.com
For information, call (215) 351-7360
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trinity framing

701 s. 3rd st.

215.351.1600

May we bring some
color to your home or office?

R. CHOBERT
PAINTING & PAPERHANGING
641 Reed Street, Philadelphia

(215) 389-7788
CREATING BEAUTY SINCE 1967

         Pa License #PA031988

News from QVNA Dog Committee
by Brent Chavis                       
It has been a busy year for the Mario Lanza Dog Run, and
positive change continues to materialize for the formerly run-
down neighborhood exercise facility for dogs, and community
coffee shop of sorts for their owners. Since 2007, the little dog
run has been revamped twice, and has been the focal point for
much ill will in the neighborhood. Since 2008, various individu-
als have led the charge to improve the run. Each effort brought
forth a little more understanding of what surface to use and how
to pay for it. Through all the problems, including summers when
broken glass was deposited in the run, and more than two years of
choking dust, our little dog run is coming along just fine thanks to
a group of dedicated, energetic dog owners who have formed a
group, QVK9. They are already planning a website, membership
drives, and fund raisers to support the run. We hope the commu-
nity will work with them.

Scoop the Poop
The QVNA Board Dog Committee is embarking on a Scoop the
Poop campaign! Be on the lookout for signs and waste containers
just for dog poop.

What did you say?
Dog walkers and owners hope that while they are working on
getting everyone to pick up poop, the community will also work
on the problem of harassment people walking dogs are experienc-
ing! Many dog owners have reported being cursed at, threatened,
followed, photographed, spit on and held responsible for all dog
owners who don’t pick up after themselves. All this after the
person has just curbed, cleaned up and disposed of the his/her
dog’s waste. We all want a cleaner neighborhood and safer water
sources from which to drink, and a little civility and sanity is
demanded from both sides of the issue of dog waste. 

PSSST...Join Small Streets Society
The Philadelphia Society of Small Streets (PSSS) will hold its
first annual meeting at 7 pm on April 26 at the Ethical Society at
Rittenhouse Square. PSSS is dedicated to the preservation, repair,
and restoration of Philadelphia’s small historic streets. Admit-
tance to the meeting is free. Membership is also free. Join at http:/
/www.meetup.com/The-Philadelphia-Society-of-Small-Streets-
PSSS/ For more information, contact lynnlandes@earthlink.net.

Music, Guitar Instruction Offered
John Sherick, former office manager for QVNA and a longtime
resident of Queen Village, has recently returned to Philadelphia
from Melbourne, Australia, where he completed a degree in
music. John provides one-on-one instruction for guitar as well as
instruction in music theory, ear training, sight reading and
composition and is currently seeking students of all ages. Contact
John at johnsherick@hotmail.com.

Free Lecture at Settlement
Philip Maneval, Executive Director of the Philadelphia Chamber
Music Society, will present a free Adult Chamber Players Lecture
at 11:30 am, Tuesday, May 1, at the Joseph and Marie Field
Recital Hall, Settlement Music School, 418 Queen Street.
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The fourth installment of Yo Dawg! Comics produced by QVNA’s

Sustainabiility Committee to highlight sources of water pollution.




